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SAN ANTONIO -

No need to watch scary 
movies this Halloween 
season. Experiencing 
the haunted history of 
Our Lady of the Lake 
University (OLLU) will 
give goosebumps.

With OLLU celebrating 
its 125-year anniversary, 
the university is bound 
to be the home of some 
spirits. According to 
some, the most haunted 
areas at OLLU include 
Pacelli Hall and Moye 

Hall. After recently 
reopening Pacelli Hall, 
some OLLU residents 
were skeptical about 
living in the hall where a 
rumored exorcism took 
place.
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2021 HOLLUween Bash

SAN ANTONIO – Our Lady of the Lake 
University (OLLU) will host the 2021 
HOLLUween Bash as a COVID-safe drive-
through event.  

For the second consecutive year, OLLU’s 
annual Halloween festivities will be a drive-
through event. The event will be held on 
Friday, Oct. 22, from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m., and 
the route will start at the West gate.  

“With COVID in mind, we still want 
both the OLLU community and the San 
Antonio Community to participate in this 
long-standing tradition,” said Victor Salazar, 
director of residence life. “We experienced a 
great turn out for the drive-thru experience 
last year, and it appeared to be well-received 
by students, faculty, staff, alumni and family 
alike.”  

The event is open to everyone, but history 
has proved that it mainly attracts families 
with children within the surrounding area.  

 Salazar said this event is an excellent way 
for anyone volunteering to interact with 

members of the Westside community.  
Volunteers may assist with things such as 

handing out candies, goody bags, small toys 
and more. They can also help with being 
a runner or general volunteer. Attendees 
must come through the drive-through in a 
vehicle, and costumes are encouraged.  

Formerly known as the Boo Bash, the 
event has been renamed the HOLLUween 
Bash since it is now two events combined in 
one through a collaboration with Residence 
Life and the Education Department.  

“This is really two events in one,” Salazar 
said. “We traditionally collaborate with the 
Education Department for Lake-O-Ween, 
and then Residence Life sponsors Boo 
Bash. This year, our two departments will 
continue to collaborate.”  

Salazar said that student organizations are 
encouraged to volunteer, and any student 
not associated with a group can contact 
residencelife@ollusa.edu or bagranados@
ollusa.edu.

Blue Zone Arcade

SAN ANTONIO - Our Lady of the Lake 
University (OLLU) students gathered at the 
courtyard to showcase and experience the 
different organizations of Club Rush on 
Thursday, Sept. 22, after having to take  
COVID-19 precautions in 2020 due to the 
pandemic.  

At 12:30 p.m, Club Rush launched its 
display booths of clubs that OLLU had to 
offer. The clubs consisted of the Mexican 
American Student Association, the K-Pop 
Dance Team, Earth Club, Freedom Fighters 
Gaming Club, and other organizations. 

“It’s great to have a normal club rush 
again,” senior coordinator of the student 
leadership and development office Scarlett 
Alonzo said. “When the pandemic hit we 
had to separate it out into three separate 
days to practice social distancing.”  

After practicing COVID-19 safety 
measures in 2020, students and staff got 
together to have an official club rush where 
every organization was represented at once. 

“We have not been able to have a fair 
like this in two years,” Director of Student 
Leadership and Development Catherine 
Fragoso said. “We are excited to bring back 
the fall 2021 Marvel vs. DC Club Rush to 
[students] … it is a great way for students 
to get to know the organizations and meet 
departments and services that will help 
them in their academic journey.”  

This year, Club Rush brought out the 
OLLU community, where students found 
new outlets to help them through the 2021 
fall semester. 

Club Rush is back after the 
2020 pandemic 

by Sophia Mora

OLLU hosts drive through Halloween event

by Paris Quintanilla

SAN ANTONIO – A new entertainment 
venue for students at Our Lady of the 
Lake University will officially open on 
Oct. 4, according to campus recreation 
coordinator Kyle Belback. 

Blue Zone Arcade, located in the new 
Multicultural Activities and Recreation 
Center (MARC), recently known as the 
International Folk Culture Center, will open 
its doors as early as 10 a.m. and close at 9 
p.m Monday through Friday.  

Students are welcome to enter and go up 
to the third floor of the MARC building and 
relax and have fun during their free time. 

“I wanted another space on campus for 
students to congregate and hang out in 
between classes and after class and really 
just another spot to have fun and let loose a 
little bit,” Belback said.   

There have been many different ideas 
on what to do with the empty space since 
before 2019, and nothing ever seemed to 
stick. Until Belback himself decided on the 
concept of an arcade room.  

Equipped with bean bags, couches and 
video games, Blue Zone Arcade features 
the latest PCs such as Nintendo Switch and 
game boards where students can play the 

oldest of games such as Galaga. Other fun 
activities such as air hockey and darts are 
also available.

“The most important thing is to get it 
up and running, so students start to learn 
about it, and we can make those gradual 
improvements aesthetically throughout the 
school year,” Belback said.   

For more information, please visit their 
website at ollusa.edu under the fitness and 
recreation tab. Or follow them on social 
media @OLLUCampusRec on Twitter and 
Instagram.

by Adrianna Ramirez

OLLU opens Blue Zone Arcade on campus

Club RushClub Rush
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OLLU’s criminal justice society and faculty soar to new heights with the first 
forensic space program

SAN ANTONIO -- Our Lady of 
the Lake University (OLLU) has made the 
saying “Wings Up” a whole new meaning 
with their Criminal Justice Society Program 
(CJSP).  

According to a statement by the 
Criminology and Criminal Justice Program, 
they firmly believe in the transformative 
power of education and research to find 
solutions and best practices for all aspects 
of the criminal justice system. 

The program has certainly made history 
with what is known as the first Forensic 
Space Program.  

OLLU Criminology/Criminal Justice 
professors and students have created 
forensic experiments that are meant to 
examine what exactly happens to them in 
space.  

With the Cold Case Investigative Research 
Institute (CCIRI) and JP Aerospace 
partnership, OLLU has sent their forensic 
experiments out to space with the very first 
Forensic Space Program. 

Being asked by the CCIRI on what kind 
of items they would like to be sent to space, 
the Criminal Justice Society students and 
faculty came up with their list.  

With hair, fingerprints, carpet fibers, 
blood, glass and other items that would 
typically be seen at a crime scene on the 
list, the Mac and the CCIRI selected several 
of their items to JP Aerospace. Then off 
away to the Black Desert in Nevada for 

launch.  
“We had a very narrow launch window 

between the fires, smoke and weird 
weather,” said the President of JP Aerospace. 
“Away 131 items flew to 97,099 feet on 
Sunday.”   

With cameras attached to their 
experiments, it traveled on high-
atmospheric lighter-than-air flights into the 
upper atmosphere.  

“Criminology/Criminal Justice students 
have gained major experience in real 
scientific research that can be utilized 
to bring forth more insight to forensic 
science and also gain a stronger foundation 
surrounding research/analysis of data,” 
said President of Criminal Justice Society 
Aaliyah Vargas.  

Not only are the students gaining 
experience, but OLLU is gaining the upper 
hand in their Criminal Justice Program 
against other universities. What Criminal 
Justice or Criminology major would not 
want to be a part of the first university to 
send forensic evidence to space?   

With the help of Sheryl McCollum and 
her team at the CCIRI, the Criminal Justice 
Society and Cold Case students have an 
opportunity to help venture off into the 
unknown.  

OLLU Cold Case Research Group has 
had unconditional guidance from 
Professor Brisco, adjunct faculty, and 
Dr. Kubena, department chair of applied 

social and cultural sciences.  
This opportunity consisted of various 

great students ranging from OLLU alumni 
to OLLU undergraduate students: Lead 
Student Researcher Aaliyah Vargas and 
Alumni Advisor Brandon Celedon (OLLU 
alumni). Students Researchers: Elegy 
Garcia, Victoria Lopez, Fermin Valenzuela, 
Rosa Hernandez Lora, Nancy Gomez, 
Veronica Jefferson (OLLU alumni) and 
Tyler Rodriguez (OLLU alumni).  

“We want to be on the forefront 
of new forensic research, especially 
with civilians going to space and 
trips to space are becoming real,” said 
OLLU Criminology and Cold Case 
Research Group student Elegy Garcia. 
“With the first Forensic Space Program, 
this mission is the start of an entirely new 
research frontier - space forensics.”  

OLLU Criminal Justice and Criminology, 
along with the CCIRI, have undoubtedly 
proven what they are capable of.  

“You can say the OLLU Criminal Justice 
and Criminology Program and the CCIRI 
went to new heights,” Vargas said. “OLLU 
will be attached to every mission we send 
into space, where you will see our tagline: 
Wings Up! New Heights, No Limits”  

A big round of applause goes to 
these groups of students who could 
accomplish something that has never been 
done before. With their help, the OLLU 
mission is continuing to be carried on. 

by Layla Lane 

A journey into the unknown 
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Suicide Suicide 

prevention prevention 

month at month at 

OLLUOLLU

by Gabriel Cook

OLLUCares provides 
services for suicide 
prevention month 

SAN ANTONIO - The OLLUCares 
program provides counseling and advising 
services to Our Lady of the Lake University 
students and faculty all year round.    

September is National Suicide Prevention 
Month. Suicide is the fourth leading death 
among 15 to 29-year-olds, according 
to the Suicide Prevention Hotline 
Website. National Suicide Prevention 
Month is where advocates and community 
advisers unite to promote suicide 
prevention awareness. 

“I believe awareness on suicide prevention 
is very important,” said Jacqueline Walter, 
director of the Center for Women in 
Church and Society and confidential 
adviser for the OLLUCares program at Our 
Lady of the Lake University. “Providing 
support and resources on campus to those 
who need it can prevent suicide.” 

Research shows people who have thoughts 
of suicide feel relief when someone asks 
them how they are doing in a caring way. 
The study suggests that acknowledging and 

talking about suicide may reduce rather 
than increase suicidal thoughts. 

The message for the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline for National Suicide 
Prevention Month is #BeThe1To, which 
helps spread the word about actions we can 
all take to prevent suicide. 

Studies indicate that helping someone 
at risk can create a network of support 
and resources for individuals. Having that 
support can help them take positive action 
and reduce feelings of hopelessness. 

Walter said that students seeking help but 
feel uncomfortable revealing their identity 
should call the National Suicide Hotline 
at 1-800-273-8255, where they can remain 
anonymous.  

The National Prevention Hotline is a 24-
hour free service that offers confidential 
support for people in distress and 
prevention and crisis resources. 

For more information, visit https://
suicidepreventionlifeline.org.
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GHOSTS

SAN ANTONIO - No need to watch 
scary movies this Halloween season. 
Experiencing the haunted history of Our 
Lady of the Lake University (OLLU) will 
give goosebumps. 

With OLLU celebrating its 125-year 
anniversary, the university is bound to be 
the home of some spirits. According to 
some, the most haunted areas at OLLU 
include Pacelli Hall and Moye Hall. After 
recently reopening Pacelli Hall, some 
OLLU residents were skeptical about living 
in the hall where a rumored exorcism took 
place. 

“I’ve always felt eyrie, something in me 
knew I wasn’t alone,” OLLU sophomore 
Alyssa Voliber said.  

Contrary to campus rumors, OLLU’s Vice 
President of Mission and Ministry, Gloria 
Urrabazo, explains the ritual that took place 
was not an exorcism. 

“I was there with our University Chaplain, 
Father Kevin,” Urrabazo said. “We were 
asked to come and have the room 
blessed with holy water, so that is what 
we did.” 

In the Catholic faith, an exorcism 
is a serious ritual that is not taken 
lightly. To perform an exorcism 
there are steps in which the 
Catholic church permits an 
exorcism to take place. Its 
efficacy depends on two 
elements: authorization 
from valid and licit Church 
authorities, and the faith of 
the exorcist. 

Once the church receives 
proof of a demonic 
possession, a priest who specializes 
in the Rite of Exorcism is 
permitted to fight with the demon, 
as specified in canon 1172 §2 of the 
Code of Canon Law. The priest 
being appointed to the ministry 
of exorcists should possess piety, 
knowledge, prudence, and integrity 
of life. Before an exorcism, a priest 
must fast, pray for intercession and 
remain in the state of grace. 

Not only was there a rumored 

exorcism, but it is said a little boy named 
Jack lives in the halls of Pacelli.  

OLLU students describe Jack as a child 
wanting to play. Jack’s spooky shenanigans 
include locking doors, turning the lights on 
and off, and moving students’ belongings. 

On the other hand, not all spirits at OLLU 
are friendly like Jack. Another rumor says 
that tThere is possibly another a more 
sinister presence roaming the grounds of 
OLLU. The insidious entity is described as 
a woman, a suspected nun, who is dressed 
in all black with long dark hair.  

There have been reports of students 
seeing the figure of the nun in the windows 
of many OLLU’s buildings. In addition to 
the nun appearing in the windows, there 
have been other unsettling encounters 
specifically on the second floor of the Moye 
Bbuilding. 

“My freshman year, our professor told 
us of her encounter with what looked like 

a demonic nun,” OLLU film major, 
Michael Moreno said. “It was on the 
second floor of Moye, she saw a dark 
figure of a woman next to the little 
saint statue.”  

“It was like the nun was looking 
and facing her, but had her head 
down, then she started moving 
swiftly and vanished,” Moreno 
said. 

As if OLLU could not get any 
spookier, the university is 
also the final resting place 
for many deceased sisters. 

The private cemetery for 
the sisters of Divine Providence is 
located near Mabee Gym and Thiry 
Auditorium. 

OLLU being founded in the 
1800’s, there is no surprise that 
spirits good and/or insidious 
continue to roam.  

If you or someone you know is 
experiencing paranormal activity, 
feel free to visit the Elliot House for 
Holy Water or request a blessing 
from either Father Kevin, OLLU’s 

designated chaplain or a sister of 
Divine Providence.

The insidous rumors surrounding OLLU’s historic past 

by Catalina Sanchez

of Saints’ past

The Pioneer Sisters from Germany set 
out for the United States in 1876 to teach 

German Immigrants.

Photo courtesy of cdpsisters.org

The private cemetry of the Sisters of Divine 
Providence Cemetery, also known as 

Providence Cemetry, attached to the Sisters 
of Divine Providence Convent.

Photo courtesy of Emory Schnuriger
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Fall festivites

SAN ANTONIO - fall activities, festivals 
and seasonal drinks are opening up for the 
community starting on Wednesday, Sept. 
22, up until the winter season.

The fall season is back in San Antonio and 
filled with events for the members of the 
community. Since the start of fall season, 
events like Six Flags Fiesta Texas Freight 
Fest, Día de los Muertos and fall menu 
items including popular seasonal drinks at 
Starbucks has begun.

“Freight Fest is made up of scare zones 
where we have costume monsters who scare 
you as you walk through the venue,” said 
Six Flags Fiesta Texas employee Alejandro 
Ortiz. “We also have shows’ that are made 
up of alternative rock and Halloween theme 
music.”

Ortiz said that there are also haunted 
houses that you can attend with a fee. 
The haunted houses are to get customers 
absolutely spooked from the time they walk 
into the time they exit. There is no age limit 
for the fest.

“The prices for haunted houses vary 
depending on what day you attend, with 
weekdays of Thursday and Friday being 
a little bit cheaper of $29.99 a person,” 

Ortiz said. “On weekends, it’s $40 per 
person, which doesn’t include the general 
admission fee.”

According to the Visit San Antonio 
website, there are over nine events to 
participate for the Día de los Muertos 
celebration. A few events include:

· Market Square’s Día De Los Muertos 
festival is on Saturday, Oct. 30. Market 
Square’s Día De Los Muertos is free for 
anyone and is an all-day event located at 
514 W. Commerce St.

· Foodie Cinema Coco is on Monday, 
Nov. 1, at 6:30 p.m. - 9 p.m. The event is 
a cinema production of the film Coco, 
while being served pork tamales, candied 
pumpkin, mole negro and pan dulce with 
champurrado. Alcohol is included for ages 
21+.

· Altares y Ofrendas is on Tuesday, Nov. 
2, and lasts all day. The event is both 
virtual and in-person for exhibiting art 
and altars.

 According to the Visit San Antonio 
website, the event showcases the artistic and 
cultural facets of pre-Columbian Mexican 
tradition where death is seen as a natural 

part of life that becomes a celebration of 
life.

Starbucks seasonal drinks are back 
including:

· Vanilla Sweet Cream Nitro Cold Brew
· Pumpkin Spice Latte
· Apple Crisp Macchiato

“A few drinks on the fall menu consists 
of the apple crisp flavored drinks that 
taste just like apple pie,” Frederick Fidelis, 
a Starbucks employee said. “We also 
have the pumpkin spice drinks which are 
fan favorites and a seasonal drink called 
caramel apple spice.”

Fidelis said there is an age group range 
from 17 years until 30 that we get the most 
support and profit and that is why pumpkin 
spice will always be the number one 
seasonal flavor.

Fidelis said that it is not just the Pumpkin 
Spice Latte that is popular, but all the 
pumpkin spice drinks including the 
Pumpkin Spice Frappuccino and the 
Pumpkin Crème Cold Brew.

Discover fall events near you 

by Destinee Roberts

Get into the Halloween spirit

Top 5 movies and t.v. shows to watch this Halloween

1. !e Conjuring Universe Films
2. American Horror Story

T.V. series
3. Halloween Franchise Films
4. Hocus Pocus (1993)
5. !e Huanting of Hill House (2018)

6. Ratched (2020) 
7. !e Huanting of Bly Manor (2020) 
8. A Quiet Place (2018)
9. Penny Dreadful (2014)
10. Candyman (2021)

2.

3.

4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10.

1.
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Connecting animal and human health

SA Zoo will soon vaccinate animals against COVID-19 

by Sophia Mora

SAN ANTONIO- A statue of Christopher 
Columbus in Mexico City will be replaced 
in October after standing for 150 years.

The statue was a gift to Mexico City given 
to the city by Antonio Escandon. In 1873, 
Escandon commissioned French sculptor 
Charles Cordier designed and execute the 
statue.

“I think it’s an amazing thing that they are 
replacing it,” said Sydney Rodriguez, Our 
Lady of the Lake University (OLLU) Film 
major. “Christopher Columbus represents 
horrible things that he has done to many 
indigenous people. Replacing that statue 

with an indigenous woman is a beautiful 
thing.”

Christopher Columbus was an Italian 
navigator who sailed to the Americas on 
behalf of Spain in 1492. However, he has 
drawn objections and protests for a century, 
with many describing him as founder of 
colonialism in the Western Hemisphere 
and the trans-Atlantic slave trade. He also 
contributed to a mass genocide of natives 
in the countries he explored.

Mexico is not alone in its protests 
Christopher Columbus statues. Many 
nations have been dealing with protest 
concerning Christopher Columbus’s legacy 
from not teaching the correct version of 
history to having statues in public places. 
The public is learning about the true legacy 
of Christopher Columbus, and many are 
advocating to take down statues and teach 
the truth in schools. However, many statues 
many still stand, and history is being taught 

that Christopher Columbus did great 
things.

The sculpture was first removed in 
October, 2020 to undergo cleaning due 
to vandalism, but since then city officials 
have decided to forgo with the statue and 
decided that it will be replaced. The statue 
of Christopher Columbus was moved to a 
small park in the city’s Polanco district.

The statue will be replaced with a statue 
of an indigenous woman named Tlali. 
The sculpture will be 6.5 meters high-the 
sculpture will have a base made of tezontle. 
This comes from an ancestral tradition of 
direct stone carving, which arose more than 
4,000 years ago with the colossal Olmec 
heads.

The artist, Pedro Reyes, will be creating 
the new sculpture to stand at the Paseo de 
la Reforma. The new monument will be 
completed by Oct. 12, Columbus Day.

Christopher Columbus Statue 
comes down in Mexico City

The removal 

of historic

statues

by Elisa Huerta

SAN ANTONIO- The San Antonio Zoo 
(SA Zoo) will soon vaccinate some animal 
species over the next couple of weeksto 
protect the animals in their care.

Since the start of the pandemic, there 
has been a question as to whether animals 
could contract the COVID-19 virus. It was 
proven that they could indeed, as cases 
within zoos begin to emerge.

In April 2020, the Bronx Zoo recorded 
that some tigers and lions tested positive 
for the virus, then a gorilla at the San 
Diego Zoo Safari Park. In June 2021, two 
lions perished at India’s Valandur Zoo 
after contracting the virus and ten others 
continue to be treated for it.

“In zoos, we have seen cases in lions, 
tigers, and gorillas mostly,” said Dr. Rob 

Coke, senior director of veterinary care at 
the SA Zoo. “As stewards of conservation, I 
feel that it is our duty to do everything that 
we can to protect these endangered species 
in our care.”

The SA Zoo plans to begin the 
vaccinations after the animals have 
undergone training. Their animal care staff 
has been working with the animals using 
positive training plans for them to present 
themselves along the training wall for 
voluntary vaccine injections.

Dr. Coke said the current 
recommendation for the animal-based 
vaccine from Zoetis (the animal health 
division of Pfizer) is two doses, three weeks 
apart. This is similar to the human vaccine 
schedule, and it is currently unknown about 

additional booster vaccines.
The first species scheduled for the vaccine 

will most likely be the larger felines such as 
lions and tigers. Primates will likely come 
next.

Dr. Coke said there is no significance 
to the order other than coordinating the 
animal care staff and their schedules.

Humans are still at the greatest risk of 
infection compared to other species.

“The species listed above ([felines and 
primates]) are just the start of what we 
know,” Coke said. “The good news is that 
these animals have mild clinical signs and 
recover.”

As time goes on, they hope to learn more 
about the virus in humans and animals and 
additional ways to fight and prevent it.
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The United States House of Representatives fights to protect the right to vote

SAN ANTONIO - On Tuesday, Aug. 24, 
the United States House of Representatives 
passed a new legislation directed towards 
protecting the right to vote.

The John Lewis Voting Rights 
Advancement Act is a bill named after 
Georgia congressman and civil rights 
activist John Lewis. This legislation would 
strengthen the Voting Rights Act of 1965, 
making it more difficult for states to restrict 
voting access to people in the future.

“The John Lewis Act would help to slow 
down voter suppression,” said Russell 
LeDay, Chief Financial Officer for a non-
profit organization called San Antonio for 
Growth on the Eastside. “Because it would 
provide for all voting laws to be reviewed 
and approved by a federal oversight team.”

Following the Shelby County decision in 
2013, several states passed sweeping voter 
suppression laws that disproportionately 
prevent minorities, the elderly, and 
the youth from voting. The bill would 

provide people the tools to defend these 
discriminatory practices and seeks to 
protect all Americans’ right to vote.

“More people voting is a good thing,” said 
Simon Salas, CEO for Good Samaritan 
Services, a non-profit organization. 
“Obviously the intent is to make it 
possible for people to vote so that there 
not disfranchised for things that would be 
considered unconstitutional.”

The John Lewis Act would also stop future 
laws and any procedural changes from 
taking effect without approval from the 
Justice Department.

Salas said that what’s happening right 
now is good, he mentions that this is one 
of those difficult issues that is going to take 
both discussion and the ability to listen, 
but he has hopes that the comprise yields a 
result that really works for everyone.

Last year, the house passed an older 
version of the voting rights act called the 
For the People Act, but it ultimately was 

stalled. The John Lewis Act now faces a 
similar battle this year as it moves to the 
evenly divided body of the United States 
Senate, where there is a strong Republican 
opposition to this controversial bill.

The John Lewis Act

by Gabriel Cook

SAN ANTONIO—One day out of the year 
is when our departed return to celebrate 
with us.

Día de Los Muertos, or Day of the Dead, is 
a two-day holiday that begins on Nov. 1 and 
ends on Nov. 2, where families welcome 
back the souls of their deceased relatives for 
a brief reunion.

“For us, it [serves as] a way to honor all 
those around us and celebrating the lives we 
are living now,” said Samantha Jimenez, a 
psychology student at Our Lady of the Lake 
University (OLLU).

The tradition originated in Mexico, but 
it is celebrated throughout Latin America. 
It all began several thousand years ago 
with the Aztec, Toltec and other Nahua 
people, who considered mourning the dead 
impolite.

One of the centerpieces of this celebration 
is the ofrenda, an altar built in homes and 
cemeteries. These are meant to welcome 
the spirits back to the realm of the living.

Some of the things included in the altar 
are water, food, family photos, candles, 

and small toys for children. Marigolds are 
the flowers used to decorate the altar and 
scattered petals to guide them back to the 
altar and their place of rest.

Another common thing found in the 
alters are Calaveras, skulls, and calacas, 
skeletons, where people also paint their face 
into a skull.

The face painting represents the joy and 
happy memories you remember when you 
think of a loved one.

Two common foods for this day are pan 
de Muerto, the bread of the dead, which 
is sweet bread with anise seeds, and sugar 
skulls.

“For day of the dead, my family makes a 
huge diner for us to eat,” Jimenez said. “Of 
course, we make an altar, but we focus it on 
the people who have passed away that year.”

San Antonio Day of the Dead River Parade 
will be in-person on Friday, Oct. 29.

OLLU traditionally hosts an annual event 
to celebrate the holiday. More information 
about the event will be sent through email.

Día de los Muertos celebrate 
those who have passed away

A day to 

celebrate 

our loved 

ones

by Laura Miguel
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It’s not just a month

October goes pink for breast cancer awareness month

by Silenia Sifuentes

SAN ANTONIO- October is breast cancer 
awareness month. However, this disease 
affects many patients every day.  

Online research studies by the Breast 
Cancer Society show that one in eight 
women will be diagnosed with breast 
cancer.  

Many organizations take part in educating 
women about the signs to look for when 
examining their bodies. Breast cancer can 
be cured if caught early on with invasive 
medical treatments.  

The Alamo Breast Cancer Foundation 
(ABCF), a non-profit, works hard every day 
to support the need of men and women 
that may need help reaching out to medical 
professionals.  

ABCF’s mission statement is to end breast 
cancer by assisting patients informing 
health professionals and policymakers and 
expanding knowledge through education 
and community outreach. 

Jonathan Colemere, executive director 
at ABCF, stresses the importance of 
breast cancer awareness and how it is vital 
to conduct community outreach. The 
organization works based on volunteering 
and local companies who are sponsors. 

ABCF does not offer any medical services 
but serves as a navigation system that can 
direct a person needing financial assistance 
to fund their medical appointments. For 
example, this Foundation can assist with 
setting up insurance such as Medicaid.  

ABCF works well with the University 
Health System (UHS) and a program called 
Carelink, an in-house means-based plan. 
ABCF has inside resources that are linked 
directly to UHS.  

The Medicaid Breast and Cervical 
program is linked to the state Medicaid, 

was developed 20 years ago by the ABCF 
and passed by the Texas state legislation. It 
will help those with a higher income base 
than what is usually allowed with regular 
Medicaid. 

COVID-19 has played a rigorous 
role in breast cancer awareness. Since 
the Pandemic began, mammogram 
appointments have decreased. The fear of 
contracting the virus while at a physician’s 
office is responsible for the distress.  

The COVID-19 vaccine also played a role 
in women having positive mammograms.  

The primary concerns that radiologists 
had been due to the vaccines causing 
inflammation in the upper part of the body, 
including the breasts. Mammograms would 
show hints of fibrosis resembling early-
stage breast cancer. After recent studies, it is 
recommended that women wait at least six 
weeks before having a mammogram. 

Not only does breast cancer affect women, 
but it also affects men. One in 100 patients 
diagnosed will be affected with male breast 
cancer.  

“Half a percent to one percent of all breast 
cancer cases will be in men,” Colemere said.  

In women, statistics are much higher and, 
in the past, have affected older women.  

Sylvia Campa, a retired breast cancer 
survivor for the last 17 years, was diagnosed 
at 53 years old. It was just a routine yearly 
mammogram with no symptoms or pain.  

“The doctor said to me you have breast 
cancer,” Campa said. “I couldn’t believe it. 
But, I feel well, maybe it’s a mistake, I feel 
well, I’m fine.”  

Even after several appointments, Campa 
felt that she was in denial. She kept busy 
working and attending her chemotherapy 
after her surgery. The outcome was a 

success after about a year and a half as her 
mammogram detected the Cancer early, 
and doctors were able to cure her. 

At present, studies show that this sickness 
is affecting younger women. It is highly 
recommended that women check their 
bodies regularly at home when in the 
shower or getting dressed. It is effortless to 
do, and nothing is required other than a 
self-exam pressing around the underarm 
and breast. 

Around your breast, inverted nipple, or 
any discharge. If you find any of these, 
please reach out to your primary physician. 

The ABCF hosts its annual Alamo 
Advocate program at the San Antonio 
Breast Cancer Symposium, the world’s 
largest breast cancer conference. The event 
focuses on the science part of breast cancer, 
uniting thousands of doctors worldwide.  

The National Breast Cancer Coalition, 
National Cancer Institute, and the Food 
and Drug Administration will be a few 
of the affiliations joining the educational 
sessions. This year’s program will be a 
four-day event that begins Dec. 7 through 
Dec. 11, located at the Henry B Gonzalez 
Convention Center. 

If you would like any information or 
volunteer, you can contact the ABCF 
located at 3014 Rivas Street or call 210-692-
9535.





12Sports, OLLU sports admission Sports, Sponsored Athletes

SAN ANTONIO - For a while now, 
COVID-19 has changed how people do 
things.  

Last year, many collegiate games were 
cancelled and if any athletic events were 
happening no spectators were allowed in 
attendance, but now that rule has changed. 

This semester, the Our Lady of the Lake 
University (OLLU) athletics and recreations 
programs are now allowing fans back, 
giving them full access to attend all athletic 
events at full capacity. 

“Last semester it was strange playing 
without fans,.” said Tory Rodriguez, 
sophomore on the OLLU volleyball team. 
“There was no cheering, no yelling, and that 
was missed last year it felt empty and weird 
while playing., I remember my teammates 
telling everyone that it feels like practice, 
and it honestly really did.” 

There is no doubt that for the players 
having fans in attendance is almost 
an essential and key aspect to their 
performance on game day. Safety protocols 
for athletes will continue to be based on 
guidelines from local and state authorities. 

“Fans push us as a team to perform at 
higher energy level because we feed off 
them cheering, and we like to see everyone 
there,” said Savannah Cassiano, junior on 

the OLLU volleyball team. “Especially when 
other athletic teams come out and support 
us too. Personally, I love having fans, I 
love the energy and it makes me want to 
perform better and work harder.” 

The availability of the COVID-19 vaccines 
has pushed the agenda of getting fans back 
in the stands, so that players can feel the 
glory of their presence once again. 

Rodriguez said that having fans makes the 
atmosphere of playing ten times better and 
that it also helps with the team’s energy, she 
says that her coach always says, “Greatness 
for others.” 

Admission tickets for OLLU athletic 
events are $4 for adults, 12-year-olds and 
older, $2 dollars for children, six through 
11, and free tickets for children five years 
old and younger, free admission is also 
included for OLLU staff, faculty, and 
students. 

OLLU sports

admissions

OLLU welcomes spectators 
back into the stands for athletic 
events

by Gabriel Cook

Sponsored athletes

NCAA rids strict athlete endorsement rules

SAN ANTONIO- New laws in several 
states, including Alabama, Connecticut, 
and Texas, took effect on July 1, allowing 
student-athletes to sign sponsorship deals 
and make money off their name and image. 

Collegiate athletes are now able to back 
up their talent with cash and professional 
sponsorships. This move from the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) is 
quickly reshaping the way schools are now 
competing for these prized athletes. 

The NCAA gave its member institutions 
their discretion to set the rules that 
allow players to make money from 
product pitches to autograph signings 
after a Supreme Court loss damaged the 
association’s player pay restrictions. 

Collegiate athletes are being prohibited 
from being compensated while in 
university has been an extremely debated 
and ongoing issue. With the old policy, 
the NCAA restricted what athletes would 
earn outside of their already determined 
scholarships for years.  

According to the National Bureau 
of Economic Research study, the 
“Intercollegiate amateur athletics in the US 
largely bars student-athletes from sharing 
in any of the profits generated by their 

participation, which creates substantial 
economic rents for universities.” 

The top Division 1 NCAA schools earn 
approximately $8.5 billion in annual 
revenue, 58% of that revenue coming 
from their men’s football and basketball 
programs. Less than 7% of the income 
produced by these two sports go to the 
athletes themselves in the form of stipends 
for living expenses and scholarships. 

The NCAA ultimately gave in to the 
public pressure and took a forward step by 
announcing the new interim Name Image 
Likeness (NIL) deal policy, which allows 
athletes to be compensated for using their 
names, images, and so forth. However, all 
deals must come from a third party, as the 
universities are still not allowed to pay the 
athletes directly so that athletes will not be 
considered university employees. 

“This is an important day for college 
athletes since they all are now able to take 
advantage of name, image and likeness 
opportunities,” said NCAA President Mark 
Emmert. 

Emmert also said that “With the variety 
of state laws adopted across the country, 
we the NCAA will continue to work with 
congress to develop a solution that will 

provide clarity on a national level.” 
As for the athletes themselves, many, such 

as Sam Estrada, who plays for Southern 
Methodist University, feels immense 
gratitude and excitement about being an 
endorsed athlete. 

“It honestly feels so surreal.” Estrada said. 
“It honestly doesn’t feel real. It’s crazy cause 
you to have to think about your actions 
more than ever.” 

Estrada also said that she is excited for 
the new future and opportunities this rule 
creates for her and all other NCAA student-
athletes and their careers. 

“I do think this policy will help athletes 
progress to the professional level because it 
can lead to bigger endorsements for bigger 
companies,” Estrada said. “For example, 
professional female athletes don’t make as 
much money as their male counterparts, so 
they can rely on these endorsements to get 
paid more and make a lot more money.” 

There is still a long legal battle to smooth 
out all the creases and corners in this 
complicated issue, but this is a massive step 
for student-athletes to further their careers 
and create their own image and brand for 
themselves.

by Samantha Benne
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The Our Lady of the Lake University 
(OLLU) men’s golf team completed in the 
John Bohmann Memorial Invite sponsored 
by Texas Lutheran University at the Starcke 
Park Municipal Course.

Sophomore, Raul Gonzalez captured the 
individual title after shooting a six-under 
207. He had a first-round 67, and second/
third rounds of 70 to win his first collegiate 
tournament. 

Massimo Garcia tied for second with two 
other golfers from Texas State University 
and Trinity University with a final 210 
(72.66/72). 

The Saints B team placed fourth with a 
final score of 872 (292/293/287). The OLLU 
A team came in fifth with an overall 875 
(294/ 284/ 297).

OLLU medalist and coaches at the John 
Bohmann Memorial Invitational. Head golf 
coach, Arnie Martinez (far left), sophomore, 
Raul Gonzalez (second to left), sophomore, 
Ceci Lattuda (middle), Junior, Massimo 
Garcia (second to right), and assistant coach, 
Tony Torres (far right).

Photo courtesy of Massimo Garcia 

OLLU Golf  shines bright

SAN ANTONIO - Our Lady of the Lake 
University, women’s golf team, made 
history by taking first place in the Queen 
of the Hill Country Classic on Tuesday, 
Oct. 5 at The Buckhorn Country Club in 
Schreiner. 

This win is the first tournament victory 
for the women’s golf program. Head Coach 
Arnie Martinez leads the program.  

“I am so proud of these players. We have 
been working hard all semester, and it’s 
great to see it formulate on the golf course,” 
Martinez said in an article for OLLU Lake 
Weekly. “Everyone has things to work 
on, and they know it, but the process of 
improving is what’s important.” 

Ceci Lattuda, sophomore from Tampico, 
Tamaulipas, Mexico, pulled through by 
overcoming some obstacles on day one and 
had a great tournament.  

“To see her come back on day two and 
fire the tournament low and win the 
tournament was impressive,” Martinez said. 

Madelyn Miller, sophomore from 
Copperas Cove, Texas, followed suit with an 
impressive tournament score. 

Martinez guides his team and teaches 
them life lessons and about what kind of 
lifestyle it takes to be a champion on and 

off the course.  
“These players are working as a unit to 

get better and live like a champion every 
day. I am grateful to coach these women,” 
Martinez said. “It’s the first win for the 
women’s program. Go Saints!” 

OLLU women’s golf was crowned 
champions with a total of 611. St. Thomas 
University was second at 621, Concordia 
University Texas at 622 and Schreiner 
University at 704. 

Saints sophomore Ceci Lattuada shot 
146 at the tournament to take first place 
out of 25 participants. Lattuada shot 77 
on day one and 69 on day two. Madelyn 
Miller followed in third place at 151 
(77/74), Annabelle Reyna (FR/San Antonio, 
Texas) in fifth place at 155 (77/78), Christina 
Trujillo (SO/San Antonio, Texas) in 12th 
place at 162 (77/85), Miliani Georges (FR/
San Antonio, Texas) in 14th place at 164 
(82/82), Alexis Calzada (FR/Georgetown, 
Texas) in 18th place at 169 (86/83) 
and Alahnna Limones (FR/Converse, Texas) 
in 24th place at 185 (87/98). 

The Saints head to Victoria, Texas, on 
Oct. 18 to participate in the University of 
Houston-Victoria Fall Classic.

Anything, but

subpar
by Melissa Aguirre

Women’s golf  takes first championship title in OLLU history

 The Our Lady of the 
Lake University (OLLU) 

women’s golf team made 
history by taking first place 

in the Queen of the Hill 
Country Classic hosted by 

Schreiner University at The 
Buckhorn Country Club on 
Tuesday. The victory is the 

first tournament win for the 
women’s golf program.

Photo courtesy of 
Schreiner University Sports 

Information.
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Making professional dreams

come true

OLLU Alumni sign professional contracts

Former 
international 
OLLU 
student-
athlete  
Edvin 
Tedesjö goes 
in for layup.

Photo courtesy 
of OLLU Saints 
Athletics

by Sophia Mora

SAN ANTONIO – Former athletes at Our 
Lady of the Lake University (OLLU) signed 
professional contracts after graduation.    

The OLLU athletic department has 
found success over the years with multiple 
team and individual athlete awards. Some 
athletes have even found success beyond 
OLLU.  

OLLU alumni and former OLLU baseball 
player Jose Diaz signed a professional 
contract on Aug. 30, with the professional 
baseball team, the Florence Y’all’s.  

Diaz, originally from Pinar del Rio, Cuba, 
played for the Saints from 2016 – 2021 as 
an outfielder and right-handed pitcher. He 
majored in criminal justice.   

“Ever since I can remember, I have 
dreamed and worked extremely hard my 
entire career for that day,” Diaz said. “It was 
a surreal feeling that I can’t quite put into 
words; proud would be an understatement.”   

Diaz said he is most excited about finding 
out what he can accomplish outside of his 
comfort zone and to understand his true 
strengths and weaknesses are.   

“Jose is a great young man,” said Bryan 
Aughney, head baseball coach for OLLU. 
“He has put a lot of work in over the past 
five years to get him where he is now.”   

In his time at OLLU Diaz received 
multiple awards including First Team All-

Conference Outfielder, Red River Athletic 
Conference (RRAC) Pitcher of the Week, 
RRAC Scholar-Athlete, Big Blue Top Saint 
Male Athlete of the Year and more.   

“My athletic career at OLLU helped me 
understand that this game is bigger than 
all of us and has no consideration for how 
hard you have worked or not,” Diaz said. 
“Success is not a straight line, it comes with 
many ups and unfortunately way more 
downs, but it is all part of the journey.”   

The Florence Y’alls season ended Sep. 
19 with a game against the Schaumburg 
Boomers.    

Another OLLU alumni who further 
pursued their athletic career is former 
OLLU basketball player Michael Saladin. 

Saladin started his college career at 
Houston Baptist University, but transferred 
and played for OLLU from 2018-2020 
where he majored in kinesiology.  

The Beaumont, Texas, native also won 
multiple awards from OLLU including 
Second-Team All-Conference and Top 
Saint.    

“My time at OLLU was great, I really 
didn’t know much about it before coming” 
Saladin said. “It turned out to be a big 
blessing in my life, I developed a ton as 
both a player and person there, so I’ll 
always have love for OLLU.”   

On Sep. 6, 2021, Saladin signed with the 
professional basketball team, Hammarby 
Idrottsförening (Hammarby IF), in Sweden.   

“I never liked to put limits on myself, but 
I would be lying if I said I expected this 
when I was coming out of high school,” 
Saladin said. “It felt great to see all the years 
of hard work and long days in the gym pay 
off in a big way.”   

OLLU basketball also produced another 
professional athlete. Edvin Tedesjö 
transferred to OLLU in the Fall of 2019 
and graduated in the Spring of 2021 with a 
degree in business management.   

“I’m very happy for my time at OLLU,” 
Tedesjö said. “The people around me, 
especially my teammates, made me feel at 
home.”   

Tedesjö originally from Sweden, returned 
home to pursue a professional career. On 
Aug. 23, Tedesjö  signed with Swedish 
professional basketball team, BC Luleå.    

“This is where I have always wanted 
to return to after my collegiate career,” 
Tedesjö said. “To get to play for, and 
represent my city feels great.”   

Tedesjö said he is most excited about 
competing within the highest level in the 
country, and to see how they stack up 
against the competition. 

OLLU alum, Micheal Saladin dribbles past 
a University of Texas at San Antnio (UTSA 
player in a non-conference match-up.

Photo courtesy of OLLU Saints Athletics

Former OLLU student-athlete, Jose Diaz hits 
a homerun at a home 7-inning game. 

Photo by Catalina Sanchez
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Monthly Fall Sports Schedule 

Men’s Soccer

Women’s Soccer

Volleyball

Cross Country
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Oct. 7   3:30 p.m.
vs. University of the Southwest

Oct. 9  3:30 p.m.
vs. Paul Quinn College 

Oct. 14   3:30 p.m.
at Texas College

Oct. 16   7 p.m.
at Jarvis Christian College 

Oct. 21   3:30 p.m.
vs. University of Houston - 
Victoria (RV)

Oct. 23   3:30 p.m.
at Huston-Tillotson University

Oct. 30   3:30 p.m.
vs. Texas A&M University San 
Antonio

Oct. 7   1 p.m.
vs. University of the
Southwest

Oct. 9  1 p.m.
vs. Paul Quinn College 

Oct. 14   1 p.m.
at Texas College

Oct. 16   1 p.m.
at Jarvis Christian
College 

Oct. 21   1 p.m.
vs. University of Houston 
- Victoria (RV)

Oct. 23   1 p.m.
at Huston-Tillotson University

Oct. 30   1 p.m.
vs. Texas A&M University
San Antonio

Oct. 6   7 p.m. 
Schreiner University

Oct. 8     6 p.m.
at Huston-Tillotson University

Oct. 15   6 p.m.
at Wiley College
 
Oct. 16   1 p.m.
at Paul Quinn College

Oct. 19   6 p.m.
at Texas Lutheran

 
Oct. 22   1 p.m.

at Jarvis Christian College

Oct. 23   12 p.m.
at Xavier

Oct. 27   6 p.m.
at Schreiner University

Oct. 19   7 p.m. 
vs. Huston-Tillotson University

Oct. 9     8 a.m. 
at Windcrest Golf  Club hosted by OLLU
 

Golf
Oct. 18      All Day 
at University of  Houston-Victoria Fall Classic

Oct. 19      All Day 
at University of  Houston-Victoria Fall Classic
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The Texas Heartbeat Act
A state passed a law that banned abortion after six weeks

SAN ANTONIO—Texas recently passed 
a law that banned abortion that went into 
effect in September. 

On Sept. 1, 2021, Texas passed the Texas 
Heartbeat Act that banned abortion after 
the first six-week term. 

“Our creator endowed us with the right 
to life, and yet millions of children lose 
their right to life every year because of 
abortion,” said Texas Governor Greg 
Abbott, according to The Texas Tribune. 
“The Legislature worked together on a 
bipartisan basis to pass a bill that [I signed] 
that ensures that life of every unborn child 
who has a heartbeat will be saved from 
ravages of abortion.” 

The law prohibits abortions once medical 
professionals can detect a heartbeat, 
usually around six weeks, which is before 
some women realize they are pregnant. 
Any private citizen can sue Texas abortion 
providers who violate the law and those 
who help women get the procedure. 

“I am in favor of the law because it is 
fewer risks for the mother and baby to 
suffer from any unexpected complications,” 
said a senior student at Our Lady of the 
Lake University (OLLU). 

The law does not make exceptions for 

rape or incest. It also affects thousands of 
women seeking abortions, but a precise 
estimate is difficult to know. 

“Personally, I am against the abortion law, 
and I feel women should have the right to 
her own body,” said another OLLU student. 
“A baby is a huge responsibility, [which 
also comes with] financial, emotional and 
parental expectation that not everyone can 
meet.” 

In 2020, Texas facilities performed about 
54,000 abortions on residents, and about 
45,000 occurred at eight weeks or less. 
Some of those abortions could have been 
legal under the new law if they happened 
before any heartbeat was detected. 

“I’m against it,” said another OLLU senior 
student. “It is constitutionally illegal for 
Texas to make such a law and determine 
the lives of nearly half of its population.” 

Texas is one of 14 states with laws that 
either banned abortion or prohibit it after 
eight weeks of pregnancy. The other stated 
with abortion laws are Alabama, Arkansas, 
Georgia, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Missouri, North Dakota, Ohio, 
South Carolina, Tennessee and Utah.

by Laura Miguel

Governor Abbott signs the controversial 
“heartbeat bill” into law at Texas Capitol.

Photo courtesy of Govenor Abbott via Facebook

SAN ANTONIO- The Satanic 
Temple (TST) responds to Texas’ 
new abortion restrictions.

After the Texas Heartbeat Bill, 
Senate Bill , (S.B. 8), went into effect 
on Sept. 1, TST responded to the 
Texas law for an alternative option. 

The First Amendment’s 
Establishment Clause and Free 
Exercise Clause and several state 
Religious Freedom Restoration Acts 
(RFRA) protects religious practices 
and beliefs from government 
interference.

TST believes in the religious 
convictions regarding the 
right to reproductive freedom. 
In accordance with the First 
Amendment’s Establishment Clause 
and Free Exercise Clause RFRA, first 
trimester abortions are now exempt 
from unnecessary regulations for 
all individuals practicing TST’s 
religious abortion ritual.

Photo courtesy of the Satanic Temple

The Satanic Temple 
challenges Texas law.

by Catalina Sanchez
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The Texas Heartbeat Act

Resurrecting the dead

Is species de-extinction a good idea?

SAN ANTONIO – A revolutionary gene-
editing technology looks to be a promising 
way of bringing the wooly mammoth back 
from extinction by 2027. 

As the human population burns through 
fossil fuels, chops down the Earth’s forests 
and spews toxic gases into the atmosphere 
year after year, the planet is getting warmer, 
insect populations are getting poisoned and 
fish are being pulled out of the ocean at an 
alarming rate. 

The recent prognosis for a biodiverse 
Earth is bleak. One million species face 
extinction in the coming years. And it is all 
at the hands of humans. 

So, as the planet warms and biodiversity 
plummets, the question is, should we 
resurrect the dead? 

Chief Executive Ben Lamm and Harvard 
Medical School Professor George Church 
with deep CRISPR expertise, have founded 
the company Colossal.  

CRISPR (an acronym for Clustered 
Regularly Interspaced Short Palindromic 
Repeats) is a technology adapted from 
bacteria evolved to identify attacking 
viruses and chop up their DNA and 
allow scientists to add and subtract genes 
at will. It is used to combat invasive 
species, destroy antibiotic-resistance 
bacteria and edit human embryos’ genes.

Colossal plans to introduce the wooly 
mammoths’ cold-adapted genetic traits, 
which include small ears and more body 
fat, to their elephant cousins, creating a 
hybrid that can wander the tundra where 
mammoths have not roamed for 10,000 
years.  

Both species are genetically similar, 
sharing around 99.96% of their DNA. That 
makes the Asian elephant an ideal starting 
point for resurrection. 

Church has helped develop multiplex 
genome engineering, which speeds up 
genetic editing by changing DNA at once. 

With the help of the investment firm 
Tulco, Colossal, has raised $15 million so 
far to aid in their experiment. The startup 
has 19 employees and has headquarters 
in Dallas and offices in Boston and Austin, 
Texas.

“A true North Star is a successful 
restoration of the wooly mammoth, 
but also its successful rewilding into 
interbreeding herds in the Arctic,” Lamm 

said. “We’re now focusing on having our 
first calves in the next four to six years.” 

By re-creating woolly mammoths, 
Colossal can preserve the genetic legacy of 
the now endangered Asian elephants. 

Colossal hopes its work will draw more 
attention to biodiversity problems and 
ultimately help fix them. 

“The pipeline of large-scale genome 
engineering techniques can be applied 
to many other applications beyond de-
extinction, and therefore [are] most 
promising for commercialization,” Church 
said in an interview. 

Colossal’s goal is to develop artificial 
wombs to grow mammoth embryos 
because it is not enough to use surrogate 
elephant mothers to get the large-scale 
herds they envision. 

If this proves successful, this gene-editing 
technology could add genetic diversity to 
species with small surviving populations. 

“Our focus is on species preservation and 
protection of biodiversity right now, not in 
putting them in zoos,” Lamm said. 

Other species Colossal wants to re-create 
is the woolly rhinoceros, a relative to the 
critically endangered Sumatran rhino, the 
passenger pigeon, and Tasmania tiger. 

Although Colossal doesn’t plan to build 
a tourist destination, it does have a woolly 
mammoth rewilding site in mind that 
sounds like Jurassic Park. Named after the 
geological period that ended with the last 
ice age, an area of about 60 square miles in 
northern Russia, is trying to test its theories 
about the ecological and climatic effects on 
rewilding.

Church’s idea is that woolly 
mammoths will trample snow 
and knock down trees, in 
turn restoring the grasslands 
that reflect more of the sun’s 
warming rays and eliminate 
insulating snow and forests, so 
the ground cools more. All this 
means is that the land will stay 
frozen instead of releasing its 
current store of carbon dioxide 
and methane greenhouse 
gases. 

According to scientists, about 
260 billion to 300 billion 
metric tons of carbon could 
be released from thawing 

permafrost by 2300, worsening the weather 
extremes and other problems caused by 
climate change. 

Resurrecting species could have some 
benefits, but others are concerned about 
the ethics of resurrecting ancient beasts 
and how they might fit into the current 
ecosystems. They argue that protecting 
ones that are still around such as the koala 
would be money better spent. 

“Potential sacrifices in the conservation 
of extant species should be a crucial 
consideration in deciding whether to 
invest in de-extinction or focus our efforts 
on extant species,” according to a paper 
published in Nature Ecology & Evolution. 

Humans and science have been evolving 
for years and will continue to for years to 
come. Science will bring forth the future 
forecast for humanity. Our Lady of the 
Lake University student Matthew Cantu 
said this technology will create a new open 
form of future segregation.

by Melissa Aguirre

An illustration of hybrid woolly mammoth 
and elephant. Illustration by Black Bone 

Illustration

Photo courtesy of OLLU Saints Athletics


