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THE RETURN TO CAMPUS
OLLU students
return to
face-to-face
classes full-time
in fall 2021
by Melissa Aguirre

SAN ANTONIO Our Lady of the Lake
University (OLLU)
students and campus
was alive and thriving
before it all came to a
standstill during Spring
Break 2020 due to the
COVID-19 outbreak.

After almost a year and
a half of OLLU being in
virtual, remote or hybrid
mode, students have
returned to in-person
classes for the 2021 fall
semester.
Throughout OLLU’s
response to the
Volume 33, Issue 1

COVID-19 pandemic, it
has remained focused on
the health and safety of
the students, faculty and
staff. This commitment
time to faculty and staff
as of June 1, 2021.
...continue on page 7.
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OLLU freshmen earn their wings
OLLU hosts its first flight school for freshmen and transfer students
by Sophia Mora
SAN ANTONIO- The Our Lady of the
Lake University (OLLU) campus thrived as
it hosted the first annual Flight School for
incoming OLLU first-year students.
After a year of the classes being mainly
virtual, OLLU brought back in-person
activities for the 2021 Fall
semester. The university’s inaugural Flight
School started on Saturday, Aug. 7, and
concluded on Wednesday, Aug. 11, before
the first day of classes.
Flight School was intended for
newcomers to have the opportunity to
meet fellow incoming students,
faculty and staff. The students engaged in
activities that aided in the transition into
college.

“I was able to make new friends,” said
Amber Elizondo, OLLU freshman biology
major. “I was also able to familiarize myself
with the professors and their teaching style,
mainly how they differ from high school.”
Students attended academic sessions
that provided introductions to some of the
classes they might take
during their time at OLLU. Besides class
introductions, the educational sessions
taught students study
plans and stress reduction techniques.
“My favorite parts were the activities
after the academic sessions,” Elizondo said.
“It allowed me to further bonds with my
friends and peers.”
Elizondo said that the academic sessions

gave a sense of the professors’ different
teaching styles.
The student success session informed
students on the resources provided on
campus, such as Career
Services, the IT (Information Technology)
Help Desk and the Student Success Center.
“I mostly look forward to acclimating
myself to college life and seeing what the
school has to offer,” Elizondo said.
OLLU provided housing for students as
well as breakfast, lunch and dinner. Aside
from the academic sessions, Flight School
offered team bonding, a self-guided audio
campus tour, pool party and free time.

WELCOMING NEW SAINTS
Chris Vivar,
Business Mangement

“I choose this
path so I could
build myself a
manufacturing
compnay for
homes.”

Mary Garcia,
Marketing &
Mass Communications

Micaylyn Delafuente,
Speech Pathology

“I’m most excited
about exploring
the city because
I’m not from
here and getting
into the groove of
things.”

OLLU News, OLLU Freshmen Earn Their Wings

“I’m really looking
forward to meeting
new people and
making new
memories.”
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Evan Velasquez,
Undecided

“Right now, I’m
hoping to make
some new friends,
explore the campus
and see around San
Antonio.”

Farewell,
President Melby
After seven years serving the
OLLU community, President
Melby announces retirement
by Laura Miguel
SAN ANTONIO— After being an Our
Lady of the Lake University (OLLU) Saint
for a couple of years, the president of
OLLU will retire.
OLLU President Diane Melby, Ph.D.,
announced her retirement for July 2022
after serving for seven years.
“I fell in love with the OLLU community,”
said Dr. Melby. “When I first came to
campus, it felt like a homecoming,
reminding me of the neighborhoods where
I grew up.”
Dr. Melby first day as OLLU president
was on July 16, 2015. She had previously
worked for a public university, Shepherd
University, in West Virginia. There she
overseed institutional advancement,
provided leadership in academic affairs and
enrollment management.
“Thank you, Dr. Melby, for your service
here at OLLU, you always make each
person you interact feel that they are truly
appreciated and welcomed here,” said
Vanessa Corrales, a business student at
OLLU.
During her time at OLLU, she placed a
high priority on economic justice. They
have kept tuition, room and board cost
flats for the last couple of years. Over $1
million in emergency funding was raised
and distributed, new mental health services
were added and increased academic
scholarships and aid.
“Dr. Melby, congratulations on your
retirement,” said Eduardo Martinez,
assistant director at the Center for Career
Development and Testing. “It’s sad to see
you go but wishing you happiness as you
begin a new chapter in your life.”
A Presidential Search Committee
composed of 13 members has been
selected to represent the university’s
multiple constituencies in the search. The
committee includes the Board of Trustees,
the Congregation of the Divine Providence,
the San Antonio community leadership,
representatives of the student body, faculty,
staff and alumni.

Life Outside
OLLU
Outside of OLLU, Dr. Melby
and her husband, Dave,
enjoy the life and culture of
San Antonio. Whenever they
have free days, they head
to a state park to hike and
enjoy the outdoors. Their
two daughters are married
and live close by with their
husband and grandchildren.
Photo by Catalina Sanchez

“My advice will be to
embrace the blessing
and trust that every
challenge can be
navigated with the
support of our value
driven, innovative
community,”
Dr. Melby said

OLLU News, Farewell President Melby
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OLLU President, Diane Melby joins the
2021 Service Award recipients for a photo
at the annual OLLU spirit day.
Photo courtesy of Diane Melby

OLLU’s Student
Government
Association first
congress meeting
The “top 5” look to have a fully student elected
committee in spring 2022
by Melissa Aguirre
SAN ANTONIO - The new Student
Government Association (SGA) at Our Lady
of the Lake University (OLLU) is eager to
begin the 2021-2022 school year.
The team has many goals for the year and
is looking forward to a new normal after
the daunting semesters of the 2020-2021
academic year.
While these times are ever-changing,
the SGA executive team hopes to bring
meaningful change and advocate for the
university’s betterment.
The current SGA representatives are
President Rosa L. Hernandez Lora,
Vice President Rachel Dziuba, Senators
Michelle Vasquez and Stephanie Garcia
and Executive Director of Student
Organizations Amber J. Taylor.
As for their first order of business,
Director of Student Leader and
Development Catherine Fragoso said that
they would uphold the goals of the previous
president, but the safety of OLLU’s
community is the utmost priority.
“The SGA is looking forward to
completing some of the visionary goals that
were set by last years’ president, Madison
Polasek, and her team,” Fragoso said. “The
SGA is looking forward to collaborating
while remaining COVID safe and setting
visionary goals that will sustain SGA for
the future years post-COVID.”
The SGA held its first congress meeting
on Monday, Aug. 23. They continue to meet
virtually through WebEx and are open to all
the students.
The meetings are held Mondays at 4 p.m.

and they encourage and invite the student
body to attend and voice their concerns or
opinions, for it is the students’ voices that
guide their work throughout the year. The
next meeting will be on Sept. 13.
Newly selected Executive Director of
Student Organizations Amber Taylor
introduced herself to those in attendance in
Monday’s meeting.
“I hope to assist every student in making
sure they are enjoying their time here
at OLLU while coming up with new
innovative ideas with the assistance of SGA,
staff and our fellow students,” Taylor said. “I
want every student to know that I am here
to help, and no concern is too big or too
small to address.”
The SGA is committed to enacting change
in the interest of all students and finding
revolutionary ways to have a hand on
the pulse of student desires and activate
coalitions to call for change.
With more students on campus this year,
the SGA will hold another election in the
early Spring semester to fulfill a team truly
elected by the student body. The current
representatives were hand-selected due to
the coronavirus pandemic.
If you are interested in attending future
meetings, please check your student email
as the SGA and Student Leadership and
Development office send out reminders via
email. If you would like more information
about SGA, please visit the Student
Leadership and Development office in
their new location in Main 123.
Photo courtesy of OLLU admission via Instagram
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Rosa Hernandez,
2021 SGA President
Our Lady of the Lake University
Student Government Association
President Rosa Itzel
Hernandez Lora, 22, criminology
and criminal justice major with a
minor in sociology.
Her and her team are looking
to bridge together all OLLU’s
campuses. “One of our
SGA’s main goals is connecting with
our RGV and Houston campuses
more, breaking
the gap between us.
Photo courtesy of Rosa Hernandez

STEM department awarded
scholarship
First grant OLLU has received directly from NSF in 16 years
by Silenia Aguilar
SAN ANTONIO - The National Science
Foundation (NSF) has awarded Our
Lady of the Lake University a $650,000
scholarship to benefit the Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics
departments.
NSF is a known federal agency whose
task is to ensure the educational aspect of
ongoing research to help with science and
engineering programs.
This money will fund and help 20
students who participate in Growing a
Network for Aspiring Scholars (GANAS),
a project known for low-income high
school students. Careers field majors such
as Computer Information System and
Security, Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics,
Biomathematics, and Chemical Biology.
Students are selected from local high
schools with concentrated poverty. GANAS
scholars will be selected based on academic
merit, personal essays, interviews, and
community/extracurricular involvement.
Students will receive $5,000 each year for
four years.
Credited with working very hard to
implement and develop this project is Dr.
Teresita Munguia, Associate Professor of
Chemistry. As stated in the award letter,
this project will help increase students’
participation in these fields of study while
promoting career readiness.
“I am really excited,” Munguia said. “This

has been the culmination of several years of
work on this grant. With scholarship money
and support activities, such as family
integration, mentoring and STEM learning
communities, the GANAS Scholarship
program will impact students by improving
retention in STEM fields and enhancing
STEM career readiness.”
This will also keep steady graduation
rates and a growing interest in science and
engineering within the community for
other local high schoolers. This money
will be divided up for the next five years
and awarded to students picked for the
program.
Vanessa Clark, PhD, Co-Principal
Investigator for the project, echoed her
colleague’s excitement.
“I am thrilled to be a part of this project
and work hand-in-hand with other STEM
departments across campus,” said Clark,
Department Chair and Associate Professor
of Computer Information Systems and
Security. “This project is proof of the
exciting benefits that interdisciplinary
collaboration within our institution can
bring to our students.”
Those interested in this program must
have the prerequisites to attain academic
qualifications, volunteer/community
involvement, submit an essay, and
complete an interview.

“I’m excited for what the
future of OLLU science
department holds.”
Senior Pre-Med biology major
Dawson Brinkley

OLLU News, STEM Department Awarded Scholarship
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OLLU STEM major’s participate in course lab
experiments while practicing proper lab safety.
Photo Courtesy of OLLU

Brinkley shares that future students
within the science department will benefit
from the grant in multiple ways as they get
to use new tools in lab and possible have
more interactive materials in class. As a
Pre-Med biology major, Brinkley plans on
going to medical school to become a sports
doctor. As an athlete of 16 years that has
experienced her fair share of injuries, she
hopes to help athletes get through difficult
injuries that she knows all too well.

Spread by Catalina Sanchez

RETURN TO CAMPUS
OLLU students return to in-person classes full-time in fall 2021

by Melissa Aguirre
SAN ANTONIO -- Our Lady of the Lake
University (OLLU) students and campus
was alive and thriving before it all came to
a standstill during spring break 2020 due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
After a year and a half of classes being in
virtual, remote, or hybrid mode, students
have returned to in-person classes for the
2021 Fall semester.
Studies from the past
year suggest that the
sudden change to
online learning
damaged
students’
focus and
motivation
— a loss
that may be
counteracted
by living on or
near campus.
Students of all
ages performed
worse academically
due to the transition to
remote learning. In
addition, rates of anxiety, depression and
suicide have risen.
Throughout the university’s response
to the COVID-19 pandemic, it has
remained focused on the health and
safety of the students, faculty and staff.
This commitment has never wavered and
continues to take safety measures since the
university opened full-time to faculty and
staff as of June 1, 2021.
While OLLU does not require students,
faculty, and staff to receive the COVID-19
vaccine, it is strongly recommended.
University leaders are optimistic about
the gradual return to normal but hedge
that it’snot going to be like pre-pandemic
college life anytime soon. Progress toward
normal, according to many leaders, hinges
on achieving high vaccination rates.
Some OLLU students were eager to return
to campus and have a sense of normalcy
but have had to find that extra something to
get them going again.

“I’m really looking forward
to seeing a full campus. It’s
been a ghost town since
COVID, so I am eager to
see everyone get back
into full swing,” said
OLLU student Catalina
Sanchez, 21-year-old
mass communications
major. “On the other
hand, having the
opportunity to grow as
a person this past year
and a half, I feel like
I must rediscover my
place at OLLU, where I
fit in and essentially start
over.”
According to the OLLU
website, the university offers
some online courses, but a
significant percentage of courses
will resemble pre-COVID times.
Information on how a specific course
is offered can be found by using OLLU’s
online search tool.
At the start of the semester, OLLU did
not require face coverings in any outdoor
spaces for those vaccinated against
COVID-19. Individuals who have not
received the vaccine could go without a
face covering outdoors. However, the safety
protocols have changed due to the Delta
variant of COVID-19 causing a rise in cases.
When it comes to enforcing social
distancing rules and pushing students to get
vaccinated, some colleges such as OLLU
are offering incentives, rather than issuing
mandates or meeting out punishments.
Paying students to get the vaccine,
however, can raise ethical questions.
OLLU student Silenia Sifuentes, a
38-year-old mass communications
major, said she is not nervous about
returning to campus but will remain
vigilant of her surroundings.
“This pandemic has totally changed
how I go out and about. I will still social
distance and wear my mask even though
I am vaccinated,” Sifuentes said.

Feature, The Return to Campus
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Two
COVID-19
vaccines
available in the U.S. are still approved
for emergency by the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) and the third, Pizer
was recently fully approved by the FDA.
While most colleges require vaccinations
for viral diseases like measles and mumps,
the new vaccines’ emergency classification
leaves the requirement up for legal debate.
For more information, please visit
Staying Saints Strong at
ollusa.edu

Spread by Catalina Sanchez

Pandemic enrollment
SAN ANTONIO- Our Lady of the Lake University (OLLU) enrollment statistics
declined in the fall of 2020 due to the coronavirus pandemic.
In the fall of 2019 OLLU’s undergraduate enrollment totaled to 1,368 students. Since
the initial surge of the coronavirus pandemic, enrollment numbers have been on a
decline.
“There was a significant decrease in on campus students as most classes were virtual,”
said Alyssa Guerra, assistant athletic trainer at OLLU. “The only students I really see are
athletes and even then, we
had several not return until this year, or international athletes who didn’t come back
until it was time for their season.”
The 2020 fall semester undergraduate enrollment declined by 74 individuals with
a new total of 1,294 students according to the OLLU website, last updated on June 22,
2021.

Q
&
A

Alyssa Delgado,
Freshman

Nick Castillo,
Sophomore

A:

A:

“It’s liberating to be back inperson on campus” Delgado said.
“My parents actually wanted me
to stay home to stay safe but
being on campus is amazing,
it also doesn’t hurt that our
university is so
beautiful.”

“Being back on campus is nice
because we’re a little more free
than last year during the start of
COVID-19” Castillo said. “I’ve
never seen the cafe or the school
so packed, it’s nice to see the
campus full of life.”

Diego Garcia,
Senior

Jaelyn Gaza,
Junior

A:

How do you feel
being back on
campus?
What were some
reservations
reverting back to
in-person classes?

A:

“I wasn’t worried coming back
to campus, becuase most people
already have the vaccine and
those who haven’t gotten it yet
get tested weekly and wear their
masks” Garcia said. “As long as we
keep it safe and
continue to wear
masks, I think
it’s going
to be a fun
year.”

Feature, Pandemic Enrollment

“Everyone has their opinions,
but in reality, I feel a lot safer
even though some of us are
vaccinated” Garza said. “I was
excited to be back on my own,
but I was nervous in the sense
that would bring
something back to
my family.”
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Gabriella Flores,
Junior
A:

“Coming back to campus wearing
masks, I feel like its definately
not only for our safety, but
those around us whether they’re
vaccinated or not,” Flores said.
“We’re all here for one goal and
that’s to graduate, so if
we have to wear a
mask for the time
being I’m for it.”

Jack Buileau,
Freshman
A:

“I struggled in online classes
during high school, so I wanted
to make sure I did in-person
classes as much as I could,”
Buileau said. “Also, being a
freshman, I found it a lot easier
to make friends with
classes being inperson.”

Trouble in
the Middle East
Taliban force takes control of Afghanistan after the U.S.
withdraws its troops

by Laura Miguel
SAN ANTONIO— After 20 years of war, a
fundamentalist group force has taken over
a country in Central Asia.
The Taliban took control of the entire
nation of Afghanistan on Aug. 15, when they
entered Kabul, and the President Ashraf
Ghani fled the country.
“Afghanistan political leaders gave up
and fled the country; the Afghan military
collapsed, sometimes without trying
to fight,” said President Joe Biden. “If
anything, the developments of the past
week reinforce that ending U.S. military
involvement in Afghanistan now was the
right decision.”
More than 82,000 people have been
evacuated from Afghanistan in one of
the largest U.S. airlifts in history. There
are Afghans that are trying to reach the
airport, but not everyone will be able to do
so because it is surrounded by the Taliban.
President Biden set an Aug. 31 deadline to
complete the evacuations, but he has also
started emergency plans in case the U.S.
has to evacuation date.
On Aug. 26, two explosions took place
outside the Kabul airport as they were
trying to evacuate people. The blast killed
13 U.S. service member and at least 90
Afghans and several others injured.
“We will not forgive. We will not forget.
We will hunt you down and make you
pay,” President Biden said during a press
conference.
Here is a timeline of what has happened
in the last two decades.
· In 2001 the 9/11 attacks on New York and
Washington, in which nearly 3,000 people
were killed, were from the Islamist militant
group al-Qaeda, and its leader, Osama Bin
Laden.
· On May 2, 2011, Bin Laden was killed by
the U.S. Navy Seals in Pakistan. This ended
a 10-year hunt led by the CIA. The founder
of the Taliban, Mullah Mohammed Omar,
died of health problems on April 23, 2013.
His death was kept a secret for more than

two years.
· The Taliban resurges in 2015 by launching
a series of attacks to Kabul and Kunduz.
They begin operations in Afghanistan
· On Feb. 29, 2020, the US and Taliban
sign an agreement with President Trump
to bring peace to Afghanistan. The US and
NATO allies agree to withdraw all troops
within 14 months if the Taliban upholds the
deal.
· President Biden announced on April
13, 2021, that US troops would leave
Afghanistan by September 11, 2021, the
anniversary of the 9/11 attack.
· In just a month, the Taliban took control
across Afghanistan. This leaves an uncertain
future for Afghans that are still in the
country, specifically women. They fear
about their freedom to work, to dress as
they choose, or even leave their home
under the Taliban rule.
“Truly I’m appalled of the violations and
denial of human civil rights that these
poor women have to endure,” said Sharon
Alvarez, a pre-law and political science
student. “These leaders make it impossible
for women to have a proper education,
a right to choose who they want to be
with [and] a right to speak without any
consequences.”
According to a Brown University study
in 2019, the US had spent around $978
billion between the war with Afghanistan
and Pakistan. Since the beginning of the
war against the Taliban in 2001, there
has been more than 3,500 deaths, which
more than 2,300 have been US soldiers.
Approximately 20,660 US soldiers have
been injured in action.
According to the United Nations
Assistance Mission in Afghanistan, about
111,000 civilians have been killed or
injured since they began recording civilian
casualties in 2009. 64,100 national military
and police in Afghanistan had been killed
since the war began.

Surrounding News, Trouble in the Middle East
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13 U.S. service members killed
in Afghanistan attack
Marine Corps Staff Sgt. Darin T. Hoover, 31, of
Salt Lake City, Utah
Marine Corps Sgt. Johanny Rosariopichardo, 25, of
Lawrence, Massachusetts
Marine Corps Sgt. Nicole L. Gee, 23, of
Sacramento, California
Marine Corps Cpl. Hunter Lopez, 22, of
Indio, California
Marine Corps Cpl. Daegan W. Page, 23, of
Omaha, Nebraska
Marine Corps Cpl. Humberto A. Sanchez, 22, of
Logansport, Indiana
Marine Corps Lance Cpl. David L. Espinoza, 20, of
Rio Bravo, Texas
Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Jared M. Schmitz, 20, of
St. Charles, Missouri
Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Rylee J. McCollum, 20, of
Jackson, Wyoming
Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Dylan R. Merola, 20, of
Rancho Cucamonga, California
Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Kareem M. Nikoui, 20, of
Norco, California
Navy Hospitalman Maxton W. Soviak, 22, of
Berlin Heights, Ohio
Army Staff Sgt. Ryan C. Knauss, 23, of
Corryton, Tennessee.

Spread by Catalina Sanchez

Photo courtesy of CNN and NPR

OLLU ranks in Texas top
40 safest schools
OLLU police takes extra measures for the safety of OLLU
by Sophia Mora
SAN ANTONIO - Our Lady of the Lake
University (OLLU) ranks in Texas’s top 40
Safest College Campuses.
In Niche’s list of 2022’s safest colleges,
OLLU ranks No.38. The list is compiled
based on statistics and student reviews
using data from the U.S. Department of
Education.
OLLU has provided a multitude
of resources that allow students to
report crime or suspicious activity.
Individuals have the resources to report
both emergency and non-emergency
situations. OLLU also provides a Silent
Witness Program in which an individual
may provide the University Police with
information while remaining anonymous.
“Having police officers on campus is
a great resource and asset for the entire
OLLU community,” said Ramon Zertuche,
Chief of Police and Director of Camus
Safety. “An Officer is trained to handle a
wide range of calls.”
As first responders, they are trained to
respond to every call, even those not within
their authority.
“We investigate everything within our
jurisdiction and have the full support of
other law enforcement agencies when
needed,” Zertuche said.
The OLLU police department has a
response time that is less than the national
police average.
“Our response time at any place on
campus is under the national police average
of three minutes,” Zertuche said. “We
can respond in just under a minute and
sometimes faster.”
The OLLU Police Department offers a
safety escort service to ensure individuals
arrive safely at their destination.
“University police officers provide safety
escorts to any community member to
include members of Our Lady of the Lake
Convent 24 hours a day, seven days a week,”
Zertuche said. “This service is free and does
not cost a cent to anyone.”
If anyone would like to request a safety
escort all one needs to do is call the police
non-emergency number at 210-4314022. Provide your name, location and
destination. The operator will then provide

VS.
OLLU

Trinity University

Disciplinary actions
an estimated time of arrival.
“Please keep in mind there may be times
that the officers are assisting other people
on campus or on emergency calls that may
take some time,” Zertuche said. “In either
event, the officer/police staff will share
that information with the caller so they
understand what the wait time might be.
But rest assured, an officer will get to the
escort as soon as possible.”
Along with the resources to report a crime
after it has happened, OLLU also provided
a list of safety tips to prevent crime and
stay safe. Some items on the list include
keeping emergency numbers programmed
on your phone, walking in well-lit areas, not
propping room doors open and more.
The OLLU Police Department responds
to non-emergency calls as well.
“Our non-emergency number is 210-4314022, and it is answered 24/7,” Zertuche
said. “After hours, the phone will ring about
four to five times, then it will roll over
to the officers in the field. Through this
number, we received the bulk of our calls
for service.”
Some non-emergency calls that the OLLU
Police Department will respond to include
(and are not limited to) suspicious person(s),
suspicious package, stray or lose animal
calls, suspicious odor/smell in the dorms,
power outage on campus, vehicle accidents/
on and off-campus/non-injuries, motor’s
assist/unlock vehicles/flat tires and campus
directions.
The OLLU Police Department takes extra
measures to ensure the safety of those on
campus. Chief Zertuche stays in contact
with Chiefs of Police from St Mary’s,
University of Incarnate Word and Trinity to
share information as needed to assist one
another.
“UPD takes a highly visible and aggressive
patrol stance to deter criminal activity
on campus,” Zertuche said. “Strategic
patrol sections were created to assist the
patrol officers while on patrol throughout
their shifts. These strategic locations are
public knowledge to keep the adversaries
from learning our patrol operations. We
also include foot and bike patrol to our
vehicle patrol to help ensure campus-wide

Surrounding News, OLLU Ranks in Texas Top 40 Safest Schools
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69.4%
Trinity: 89.3%
OLLU:

Arrests related to possession

5.6%
Trinity: 0%
OLLU:

Violence against women

5.6%
Trinity: 1.5%
OLLU:

Arrests for major crimes

19.4%
Trinity: 9.2%
OLLU:

Crime statistics comparing Trinity University and Our
Lady of the Lake Unicersity in 2019 from
www.Collegefactual.com

State of Texas sues San Antonio school district over
COVID-19 vaccine mandate
by Melissa Aguirre
SAN ANTONIO – Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton has filed a lawsuit against the
San Antonio Independent School District
(SAISD) and its superintendent after he
requires all staff to receive the COVID-19
vaccine before an Oct. 15 deadline.
The suit, filed in Bexar County District
Court, argues that the July 29 order issued
by Gov. Greg Abbott bars any public entity
in the state from requiring that people
get vaccinated. That order blocks SAISD’s
ability to impose such stipulations, the state
claims.
According to Texas Public Radio’s Camille
Phillips, Martinez expects full approval to
some COVID-19 vaccines from the Food
and Drug Administration.
Martinez has mandated all students and
staff to wear facemasks as well.
Judge Nelson Wolff called Martinez a
“hero” for standing up for the safety of
children, and he had a few words for those
opposing mask mandates, believing their
rights are being violated.
“You do not have the constitutional right
to pass along your disease to someone else,”
Wolff said.
SAISD is said to be the first large Texas
school district to make the COVID-19
vaccine a requirement. Martinez’s demands
come as COVID cases spike in children too
young to receive the vaccine.

The numerals in this illustration show the main
mutation sites of the delta variant of the coronavirus,
which is likely the most contagious version. Here,
the virus’s spike protein (red) binds to a receptor on
a human cell (blue).
Illustration courtesy of Juan Gaetner/Science Source

Gov. Greg Abbott shows off an executive order
during a recent press conference announcing his ban
on mask mandates in public schools.
Photo courtesy of SA Current

“For us, it is about
safety and stability
in our classrooms,”
Martinez said in an interview with the
Express-News.
Currently, Our Lady of the Lake
University (OLLU) is not making COVID-19
vaccinations a requirement for anyone.
However, it is strongly encouraged that all
employees and students get vaccinated and
offer students and staff a $100 Amazon gift
card to those who share their vaccine status.
If you would like more information on
OLLU’s safety protocols, please visit the
school website.
Surrounding News, COVID-19 in San Antonio
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COVID-19 in
San Antonio
Delta variant is to blame for
rising COVID-19 cases

by Melissa Aguirre

The graph below presented by the New York Times,
displays new COVID-19 cases in the San Anontio
area over a two week period.

SAN ANTONIO – COVID-19 cases continue to rise as the number of
fully vaccinated individuals slowly takes an incline.
According to Metropolitan Health District, there are 1,340 new cases
and seven recent deaths. That brings the number of COVID-19 related
deaths in Bexar County to 3,895.
The seven-day rolling average is 1,131 cases. The cumulative total
number of cases in Bexar County is 283,773. There have been 70 new
deaths in the last seven days.
Currently, there are approx. 1,313 COVID-19 patients in the ICU and
approx. 237 on ventilators. About 87 percent of COVID patients are
unvaccinated.
According to the Our Lady of the Lake University (OLLU) website,
the university has recently heard from science faculty, faculty assembly
leadership, academic department chairs and staff members advocating
for additional cautions in the wake of rising COVID-19 cases. OLLU
has promised from the beginning of the pandemic, the university will
remain flexible, follow the advice of national and local health officials
and make decisions based on the university’s core values.
Therefore, in response to the recent rise in cases due to the Delta
variant and new guidance from the CDC, the university safety protocols
have been updated:
· Beginning now, vaccinated individuals should return to wearing masks
indoors (when unable to isolate) as recommended by the CDC. While
this is not mandated, this recommendation is designed to help protect
the OLLU community from the current surge.
· There is no change to guidance for unvaccinated individuals – they
are required to wear masks indoors (except when isolated).
· Individuals who have not received the COVID-19 vaccination or those
who do not wish to share their vaccine status will need to submit results
from a COVID-19 test weekly or more frequently if needed. Free testing
is currently available from the Curative kiosk in Parking Lot K. Home
tests will not be accepted. The online system for uploading test results
will be available at the start of the semester.
· Individuals who have received the COVID-19 vaccination and who
share their status by uploading their vaccination records will not be
required to submit weekly test results but may be asked to take part in
random COVID-19 testing periodically.
OLLU will communicate with the community and provide updates
regarding the need for weekly testing and face coverings regularly. For
up-to-date information, please visit: OLLULakeWeekly.com.

Surrounding News, COVID-19 in San Antonio
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Sha’Carri Richardson’s
second chance
Sha’Carri Richardson competes for the first time since suspension
by Gabriel Cook
SAN ANTONIO– Track star Sha’Carri
Richardson competed for the first time
since her one-month suspension and
disqualification at the 2020 Summer
Olympic Games in Tokyo.
Richardson is an American track and
field sprinter who came to fame as a
first-year student at Louisiana State
University. Richardson is well known for
her record-breaking 100-meter sprint
at the 2019 National Colligate Athletic
Association Championship. After winning
the women’s 100-meter final at the 2020
track and field Olympic trials, audiences
around the world anticipated the matchup
between Richardson and opponent Elaine
Thompson a Jamaican sprinter.
After solidifying her spot-on America’s
team, the United States Anti-doping Agency
announced a positive drug test. Testing
positive for marijuana, Richardson was
declared disqualified and suspended for
a 30-day period, losing her chance
to run in the Tokyo Olympics.
Richardson’s 30-day suspension
started June 28 and ended July 27.
During an interview with
The Today Show, Richardson
apologized to her fans
explaining that her
biological mother
had passed away
days before
the women’s
100-meter final.
In a time of
desperation, she
turned to marijuana to help
her cope.
“I was definitely triggered
and blinded by emotions,
blinded by sadness, and hurting
and hiding hurt,” Richardson
said. “I greatly apologize if I let
you guys down, and I did.”
Determined to come back to
the sport, Richardson appeared
at the Prefontaine Classic on
Saturday, Aug. 21. Richardson’s

first race back was against three Jamaican
Olympic gold medalists, Elaine Thompson,
Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce and Shericka
Jackson.
“I was glad to finally see her run,” said
Makhayla Parker, junior on the Our Lady of
the Lake University women’s track and field
team. “I think Sha’Carri did so good; with
how young she is, she has time to improve
herself and get faster.”
Richardson finished last among a field
of nine runners. Her ninth-place time was
11.14 seconds, .5 seconds off from her time
Olympic trial time, 10.64 seconds. With
Richardson not too far behind, first-place
opponent Elaine Thompson, the Olympic
gold medalist from Jamaica, clocked her
time at 10.54 seconds. Shortly after the
women’s 100-meter race, Richardson
decided to pull out the 200-meter race at
the Prefontaine Classic.
“I wanted to be able to come and
perform after having a month off,”
Richardson said in an NBC interview
on Saturday after her race. “I’m not
upset at
myself at all. This is
one race; I’m not
done yet; you know
what I’m capable of.”
Richardson seemed
unfazed after her race
that Saturday. Despite placing last,
she gave a statement saying she is
“here to stay,” reassuring her fans that
they will see a lot more of the
21-year-old track star.

Sports, Sha’Carri Richardson’s Second Chance
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The Products of
Jamaica
Elaine Thompson-Herah (center),
of Jamaica, celebrates after winning
the women’s 100-meter final with
teammates Shelly-Ann FraserPryce, second place, and Shericka
Jackson, third, at the 2020 Summer
Olympics, Saturday, July 31, 2021,
in Tokyo.
Photo by Andrew Nelles/USA TODAY Sports

Photo by Joseph Odelyn/AP

Osaka
makes
donation

Who is Naomi Osaka?
Naomi Osaka is a 23-year-old
professional Japanese-American
tennis player. In 2019, Osaka
made history when the Tennis
Association (WTA) ranked Osaka
No. 1 in women’s tennis, the first
Asian player to reach this ranking.
Osaka started training when she
was just 3-years-old. In March 2018,
Osaka won her first WTA tour at
Indian Wells, California.
Photo by Elise Amendola/AP

Tennis star, Naomi Osaka donates to
Haiti earthquake relief
by Laura Miguel
SAN ANTONIO— The 23-year-old tennis
star, Naomi Osaka, pledged to donate
winnings to Haiti before tennis tournament
on Aug. 15.
Osaka, who is of Haitian and Japanese
descent, is currently ranked No. 3 by the
Women’s Tennis Association (WTA). Just
one month after playing in the Tokyo
Olympics, Osaka played in the Western and
Southern Open in Cincinnati to help the
victims of the Haiti earthquake that struck
on Saturday, Aug. 14.
The winner of the tournament will receive
$255,220, according to perfect-tennis.com,
and the runner-up will receive $188,945.
The Western Southern Financial Group,
the title sponsor of the tournament, said it
would math Osaka’s prize money for the
Haiti relief efforts. Although Osaka lost in
the third round of the tournament, she
raised $50,000 after the Western Southern
Financial Group matched her donation.
“It really hurts to see all the devastation
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that’s going on in Haiti, and I feel like we
really can’t catch a break,” Osaka wrote on
Twitter. “I’m about to play a tournament
this week and I’ll give all the prize money to
relief efforts for Haiti. I know our ancestors’
blood is strong we’ll keep rising.”
Haiti was impacted with a 7.2 earthquake
on Saturday morning. According to the
Haiti’s Civil Protection Agency, on Sunday,
August 22, the death toll was 2,207, with 344
people still missing.
Despite being less disastrous than the
historic 2010 earthquake, killing 250,000
and leaving 1.5 million people injured,
the impact of the Aug.14 earthquake was
nothing but disastrous.
If interested in donating to the Haiti
earthquake victims, you can check these
organizations:
Partners in Health- working to provide
hospital beds and outreach teams.
SOIL- they have been working in some of
the poorest areas in Haiti.
Locally Haiti- working to secure requested
items for medical workers.
Hope for Haiti- Florida- based
organization is gearing up to distribute
first aid supplies and medical equipment.
Humanity & Inclusion- Haitian team is
on the ground distributing hygiene kits,
medical supplies, and critical id.
These are just a couple of organizations
that are helping for the Haiti relief efforts,
but a more in-depth list can be found on
USA Today.
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OLLU Cheer Squad Making Noise
As the only university in San Antonio and South Texas with a
competitive cheer and dance program in the NAIA, OLLU cheer
earns NCA nationals bid
by Melissa Aguirre
SAN ANTONIO – In a brief time as head
cheer and dance Coach Crystal Brock and
Assistant Coach Gabe Guel have catapulted
the coed OLLU Spirit teams to new heights.
Being hired in the middle of the
COVID-19 pandemic, Brock faced adversity
from the start. But she took the challenge in
full stride-- already making history.
“Being that this is only our second year,
after a COVID-19 restricted [our] first year,
building this program from the ground up
has been a process,” said Skylar Lloyd, head
cheerleader.
Brock spent most of summer 2021
recruiting and successfully adding new
members to their squad and coached
their team to a National Cheerleading
Association (NCA) collegiate competition
and earned the university’s very first NCA
Collegiate Nationals Bid.
Over a three-day camp this summer,
NCA staff trained the OLLU cheer squad
on techniques and safety protocols. Each
athlete contributed to the team’s success,
and those athletes who exemplify the NCA
Standards of Excellence earned superior
blue ribbons.
They will represent OLLU and the great
city of San Antonio in Daytona at the 2022
NCA Nationals Competition.
“It is an amazing accomplishment for
Coach Crystal Brock and these studentathletes to obtain their national bid through
the NCA,” said Shane Hurley, OLLU athletic
director.
The Daytona event, hosted by the NCA,
showcases the best program in the country.
“It is an elite group to be associated
with and really shows the promise that
this program brings our department
and university,” Hurley said. “Success at
this event will put OLLU on the map in
new areas and strengthen recruiting and
expansion opportunities.”
OLLU is the only university in San
Antonio and South Texas with competitive
cheer and dance programs in the National
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
(NAIA).
“As a collegiate coach who understands

the level of competition in our nation and
recognizing the many teams fighting for
their nationals bid, I feel honored and
humbled to work with my students and
Coach Guel,” said Crystal Brock, head coach
for OLLU Spirit.
Throughout the semester, you can catch
OLLU Spirit in action, cheering on their
fellow student-athletes at various games
and events around
campus.

Sports, OLLU Cheer Squad Making Noise

OLLU cheer squad practices routine stunts
for upcoming events in Mabee gym.
Photo courtesy of Skylar Lloyd
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Monthly Fall Sports Schedule
Men’s Soccer

Volleyball

Sept. 1 3 p.m.
at Schreiner University

Sept. 1 6 p.m.
at Trinity University

Sept. 10 3:30 p.m.
at William Carey University
Ph

Sept. 11 3:30 p.m.
at University of Mobile

o
ot

by

ta
Ca

lin

Sept. 3 4 p.m.
at Central Christian College

ez
anch
aS

Sept. 4 1:30 p.m.
at Langston University
4 p.m.
at Wayland Baptist University

Sept. 16 7 p.m.
at St. Mary’s University
Sept. 23 3:30 p.m.
vs. Louisiana State
University (Shreveport)

P ho
to

co
ur
te

Sept. 15 7 p.m.
vs. Texas Lutheran
sy

by

U
LL
O

h
At

Sept. 25 3:30 p.m.
vs. Texas A&M University
(Texarkana)

Sept. 17 6 p.m.
vs. Paul Quinn College
ic
let
s

Sept. 30 3:30 p.m.
at Louisiana State University
(Alexandria)

Sept. 18 1 p.m.
vs. Wiley College

a
lin

z
he
nc
Sa

Sept. 25 11 a.m.
at Texas College

Pho
to

by

Ca
ta

Sept. 24 2 p.m.
at Louisiana College

Women’s Soccer
Ph

Sept. 1 1 p.m.
at Schreiner University

oc
ot

tesy by OLLU
ou r
Ath
let

Sept. 3 12 p.m.
vs. Concordia University
Texas
Sept. 10 1 p.m.
at William Carey University

ic
s

Sept. 11 1 p.m.
at University of Mobile

Cross Country
Sept. 3 8:30 p.m.
at Cross-Country Twilight hosted by UIW
Sept. 18 7 a.m.
at Westside Classic hosted by OLLU and Holy
Cross High School at Pearsall Park

Sept. 15 7 p.m.
at University of Texas Rio Grande Valley
Sept. 23 1 p.m.
vs. Louisiana State University
(Shreveport)
Sept. 25 1 p.m.
vs. Texas A&M University
(Texarkana)
Sept. 30 1 p.m.
at Louisiana State University
Sports, September Sports Schedule
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Shaun Comeaux, Chartwells Director of Dining Services, introducing OLLU’s newest dining option, 24th
Street Subs.
Photo courtesy of Our Lady of the Lake University Facebook

24th Street Subs
OLLU opens a sandwich station offering extended hours
by Sophia Mora
SAN ANTONIO- Our Lady of the Lake
University’s (OLLU) opened a third dining
option in the University Wellness and
Activity Center (UWAC).
OLLU students returned to campus
Monday, Aug 16, for the first day of the 2021
fall semester. OLLU’s Dining Services made
this third option available to students that
day.
The new eatery is a sandwich station
called 24th Street Subs. The sandwich shop
is available from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. MondayFriday.
“We saw an opportunity to provide more
variety in our offerings to the campus
community,” said Shaun Comeaux, director
of OLLU’s dining services. “We also wanted
to increase the accessibility to food on
campus.”
The two other dining areas are The Saint’s
Café and Sister Annie B’s located in Main
Building.
The Saint’s Cafe offers different homestyle cooked meals each day. There is a
vegetarian option available should any
individual prefer. This section of the
cafeteria also includes a large seating area
for individuals to dine in. On the opposing
side, Sister Annie B’s offers the same

variety of choices every day. Individuals
may choose from a selection of burgers,
burritos, bowls and more. There is limited
seating available on this side of the
cafeteria. A Starbucks is also located in that
area.
Unlike OLLU’s cafeteria, 24th Street Subs
offers custom-made sub sandwiches.
“There was a great deal of feedback
requesting sandwiches and wraps to make
a comeback from our entire campus
community,” Comeaux said. “The way this
concept is designed allows us to quickly
serve and customize menu items for our
students on the go.”
The space will double as a concession
stand during athletic games and events.
The new dining option has been
incredibly beneficial for some individuals,
such as athletes. Student-athletes with
complex schedules now have a third dining
option with extended. Many athletes cannot
take advantage of the cafeteria dining hours
due to their practice and class times, but
they can grab something to eat afterward
with the hours offered by 24th Street Subs.
“It’s great to have some variety in the food
we can get on campus,” said Rachel Dzuiba,
sophomore midfielder for the OLLU

Editorial, 24th Street Subs

15

women’s soccer team. “It’s nice to have an
option to eat before and after practice when
the cafeteria would normally be closed at
that time.”
Individuals may also download the Dine
on Campus app to their mobile phones
to stay updated on each dining service’s
operating hours and menus.

Spread by Catalina Sanchez

Hurricane’s impact forces
universities to close
Hurricane Ida slams into New Orleans leaving
university students scrambling
by Melissa Aguirre
SAN ANTONIO – Many higher education
institutions across Louisiana and Mississippi
are closed because of the impacts of what
is now Tropical Storm Ida, which slammed
into New Orleans as a Category 4 storm on
Sunday, Aug. 29.
Across the southern U.S., millions were
without power. The storm continued
to ascent toward the Eastern Seaboard,
threatening colleges and universities in its
path as heavy rain continued.
The crisis comes as institutions already
wrestle with trying to contain COVID-19
spread and the delta variant on campuses.
In a release from Tulane University,
Michael Fitts president of Tulane, warned
students and staff about the threat
hurricane Ida posed to the surrounding
areas.
“Due to catastrophic transmission damage
to the city power grid, all of Orleans Parish
is currently without power,” Fitts said. “Like
all in the region, Tulane experienced a
range of damage that requires repair. … We
have decided to restructure the semester
to allow for the maximum in-person
instructional time while also protecting the
safety of our community.”
A year ago, the university weathered
Category 3 Hurricane Zeta and forced the
campus to shut down and cancel classes.
Classes were rescheduled for the end of the
semester, and students transitioned to only
classes from Sept. 13 through Oct. 6. After
that storm, students returned to in-person
classes on Oct. 11.
“This time working and learning virtually
will allow us to prepare our campuses and
ensure you will return to a safe, operational
university and city,” Fitts said. “If the
city’s return to normalcy is accelerated
and circumstances permit, we may have
the opportunity to bring our community
back to campus sooner. More details will
be shared in coming weeks, and future
communications will address expectations
for staff during this time.”
During hurricanes with catastrophic
damage, universities across Louisiana are

Interests near the coast from Louisiana to Alabama
should monitor Ida’s progress closely and make
hurricane preparations. The National Hurricane Center
(NHC) says there is an increasing risk for hurricaneforce winds, flooding rainfall and life-threatening
storm surge Sunday (Sept. 5) through Monday (Sept. 6),
especially in Louisiana.

compelled to develop strategies as they
move forward.
University of New Orleans President John
Nicklow says the campus will remain closed
for a few days and that students will be
alerted as to when classes will resume.
“Please rest assured that we will continue
the semester as soon as possible,” Nicklow
said.
Officials from Xavier University Louisiana
said students who remained on-campus
through the storm are safe. The impact of
Ida was felt on their campus, and classes
have been halted through the week, and
when Xavier does return, it will be remote
to start.
Louisiana State University will remain
closed until Wednesday, according to
President William Tate IV.
“We’re asking you not to rush back to
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campus,” Tate wrote to the LSU community.
“I know many of you are eager to check
on the status of things, but please wait
for us to give the all-clear once we’ve had
the opportunity to make sure campus is
safe for your return. My sincere thoughts
and prayers are with those who have been
impacted by this storm.”
Nicholls State University had canceled
classes before the storm hitting Louisiana
but has offered no further updates. It has
already started a hurricane emergency fund
to help students, faculty and staff.
The Loyola University of New Orleans
has shut down classes through Friday and
arranged to get students and others on
campus shuttled to safer locations. The
university is planning to close residence
halls on Friday.
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Online

VS
Physical books

OLLU students given the choice between e-books or hard copy textbooks
by Sophia Mora

SAN ANTONIO- Our Lady of the Lake
University (OLLU) is offering students the
choice between renting hard copy or online
digital textbooks to students.
In the fall of 2020, President of OLLU
Diane Melby announced that the OLLU
All-Access Program allowed undergraduate
students to rent their textbooks and digital
materials for free. There would be no outof-pocket costs as long as students returned
all materials at the end of the semester.
This offer is currently still valid for the
2021 fall semester.
Before the first day of class, students
received an email informing them which
of their textbooks were available to pick up
from the bookstore and which were digital.
“The bookstore informed me through
email that I had books ready for pick up,”
said Riley Perez, junior on the OLLU
women’s soccer team. “I stopped by the
bookstore, and they let me know which
books I had online already. I also received
emails from Brytewave saying I had new
materials on my account.”
Perez said that the bookstore informed
her about which textbooks she had both
online and physical copies. Despite books
being offered both physically and as
e-books, students cannot choose which
version they prefer.
“I prefer physical books because, for me,
it is easier to access them,” said Perez. “I
like to have them physically available to
flip through when looking for information.
Also, I have a hard time sometimes focusing
when the book is online. I get easily
distracted by other things on my laptop.”
Public relations major Melissa Aguirre
said she also prefers physical books because
she already spends hours staring at a
computer screen. “The last thing I want to
do is spend more time on a screen reading
my textbooks,” Aguirre said. “I’d prefer to

have them physically in my hand where I
can just prop it open when needed.”
For any students that are provided online
books but prefer the hard copy, there could
be a wait time to order the book if it is
unavailable in the bookstore. Despite the
desire to hold a physical textbook from
some individuals, others enjoy the speed
and convenience of having online access to
their books.
“Online books are more suitable for
today’s generation,” said Yasmine Quirino,
19-year-old biology major at OLLU. “It’s
awesome for searching keywords instantly
instead of flipping through pages, it’s
perfect for the bigger text size to see it
more clearly, more clear visuals, and most
importantly, it’s saving so much paper.”
Quirino said that despite the convenience
of online books, she does not like staring at
a screen for too long as it causes headaches.
Quirino even went as far as purchasing blue
light glasses to keep her eyes healthy due to
the possible damage the screen time might
cause.
If you would like more information about
OLLU’s All-Access program, please call the
bookstore at 210-431-3932.
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OLLU students utilize BryteWave, a virtual
book shelf, for required course readings.
Students have the ability to make notes
and highlight text. The online book shelf
also has a feature to read out-loud to
students.

Chivalry: evolving or
outdated?

A noble woman blessing a knight’s actions on and off
of the battlefield. Many knights eventually came to
be rich and powerful in their own right, mostly by
virtue of service to their lords.
Photo courtsey of www.classichistory.com

The act of chivalry not limited to one gender

Photo courtsey of www.lovepanky.com

by Samantha Benne
SAN ANTONIO- “They just don’t make
them like they used to.” This is a phrase that
seems to be repeated every time the next
generation comes of age.
The idea that chivalry is dead or not is
constantly being brought up today. With
the evolution of gender roles and the
new wave of feminism on the rise, some
feminist claim that the “death” of chivalry is
appropriate. On the other hand, chivalry
is seen as merely a respectful way to treat
women. However, the argument of its
“death” demonstrates the poor treatment of
women in today’s society.
Senior at Our Lady of the Lake University
(OLLU), Lilliana Briseno, explains the
meaning of chivalry
saying, “a person acts very courteous and
generous towards you, like holding the door
open or pulling out your chair before you
sit,” said Briseno.
Some would say these kind simple
gestures of chivalry are not to be limited to
one gender.
“I think it’s important for both parties
involved to treat one another the way they
want to be treated, kindness should not
apply to one gender,” said Briseno
Regardless of following the golden rule,
treating people with respect, other students

see chivalry as a refreshing quality.
“Chivalry goes beyond being kind,” said
OLLU junior Gabriella Mata. “If I’m asked
on a date, I except the person to do the
obvious: pick me up, not honk or text me
when he arrives but ring my doorbell, open
all the doors, pay for the date, etc.”
Chivalry comes from the French word
chevalier, or “knight”. Historically, there
are many interpretations of chivalry. The
concept of chivalry emerged during the
10th century in France when the Christian
church began regulating the violence
endemic in Frankish society.
Between 1170 and 1220, the chivalric
code was developed. This informal code of
conduct was associated with the medieval
Christian institution of knighthood;
knights’ and gentlemen’s behaviors,
governed by chivalrous social codes.
The code included protecting the weak
and defenseless, obeying those placed in
authority and showing bravery, courtesy,
honor, and great gallantry toward women.
Chivalry was not yet associated
with relationships until writers began
romanticizing the Middle Ages.
What started as a war code, later evolved
into a romantic one. Due to chivalry’s
romanticization, writers would come out
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with stories and poems weeping at the
death of their version of chivalry every new
decade. What is ironic is that each decade
was mourning the end of the evolved
chivalry from the decade before, until the
true origin of chivalry was forgotten and
eventually changed to fit the narrative
of the time.
OLLU Freshman, Victor Villegas, feels
that chivalry does not have to be specific
towards one group.
“I think not a lot of people do it anymore
because of how many people are coming to
identify themselves,” said Villegas.
In addition, the evolution of gender roles
and the idea of gender itself affect how
chivalry is seen today.
As the roles of gender evolve, it only fits to
see that the “roles” of relationships should
grow with it.
“Wanting someone to show acts of
chivalry isn’t necessarily about gender roles,
it’s a matter of having standards and I grew
up upon those standards.” “You can still be a
strong independent woman and have a man
to lean on, in vice versa,” said Mata.
This “death” of chivalry does not have to
be a bad thing. Instead, as a society, let’s
evolve it to become ordinary that both
partners do chivalrous acts for the other.
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From the Editor

First Edition of Lake Life
Magazine

A

s a freshman at Our Lady of the
Lake University, I never had any
interest in journalism. I was dead
set on becoming a film editor. However,
everything changed in the spring semester
of my junior year when I took my first
journalism classes. It was an interesting
time period for me as I grew more
passionate about a subject matter that
I never even thought about until I was
required to take a course in it.
Once I got some practice at it and
discovered the love I had for journalistic
writing, I knew that I was destined
for a new course in my career path. I

worked with the Lake Front News as the
communication coordinator and I enjoyed
every second of it, but I wanted more.
Former Editor-in-Chief Danielle Ojeda
along with Professor Arreguin pushed me
to apply for the Editor-in-Chief position.
Although hesitant about what sort of
impact I could create, I went for it and
landed the job.
In my time as a communication
coordinator, I figured out what people
really wanted to see. As Editorin-Chief,
it is my goal to ensure that these desires
are met. With an amazing team by my
side, I aim to bring readers the news they

deserve to know, presented in a beautiful
way.
My wonderful team made this all
possible. Catalina Sanchez, the Public
Relations and Design Director for
the Lake Front, is responsible for all
the beautiful color schemes and layouts
presented to you in this very issue. The
Executive Editor, Melissa Aguirre, is a
writing machine and an incredible editor.
Her writing is nearly flawless every time.
I’d also like to thank all the Lake Front
contributors for all their hard-work.
This issue would not have been possible
without them!

Sophia Mora
Sophia Mora

Melissa Aguirre
Executive Editior

Catalina Sanchez
Public Relations and
Design Director

Editior-in-Chief

