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San Antonio Food 
Bank serves hope 

during the pandemic

Women's soccer makes OLLU history 

By Kevin D. Romine
SAN ANTONIO- Founded 
in 1980, the San Antonio 
(SA) Food Bank currently 
services over 58,000 
individuals on a calendar 
week, in 16 different counties.
“Since the pandemic started 
we’ve had to really up the 
opportunities for folks 
to start to receive food 
assistance [emergency food 
assistance],” said Kelsey 
Goldstein, philanthropy 
manager at SA Food 
Bank. “We have our mega-
distributions every Friday. 
Those feed anywhere between 
1,000 – 3,000 families.”
The SA Food Bank is 
fighting hunger through 
education, advocacy 
and food distribution.
Even as the pandemic 
continued, SA Food Bank has 
logged over 10,000 volunteers 
in the past year. This number 
includes the National 
Guard. “Our mission is 
fighting hunger and feeding 
hope...” Continue on page 3.

Mass (Comm)ference pg.2

By Sophia Mora
SAN ANTONIO - Our Lady 
of the Lake University (OLLU) 
women’s soccer team won the 
Red River Athletic Conference 
(RRAC) regular season title 
for the second year in a row.
The Saints were named cham-
pions on March 20 after a 2-0 
victory against Louisiana State 
University-Shreveport (LSUS). 
This was OLLU’S ninth straight 
win over all and their sixth 
straight win in conference.

With a 4-2 victory over Univer-
sity of Houston-Victoria (UHV) 
on March 27, the Saints main-
tained their winning streak with 
their tenth consecutive win. 
“As a competitor you never 
want to lose, so it was import-
ant to keep that mentality,” said 
Arthur Salazar, OLLU wom-
en’s soccer head coach. “It also 
helps to maintain consisten-
cy and continue to prove that 
we belong in the top spot.” 
Salazar said that it is important 

to keep the momentum going 
into the conference tournament. 
This season, the OLLU wom-
en’s soccer team became the 
first team in Saints’ history to 
achieve an undefeated regu-
lar season. If the Saints win 
the conference tournament, 
they will proceed to nationals.

Continued on page 6.
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2021 Mass (Comm)ference
By Laura Miguel     
SAN ANTONIO- Our 
Lady of the Lake University 
(OLLU) is hosting a three-
day virtual event for students.
OLLU Salazar-Escobedo School 
of Mass Communication and 
Theater is hosting a virtual Mass 
(Comm)ference from Monday, 
April 26, to Wednesday, April 
28, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
“This event will help all students 
understand a variety of career 
opportunities for them with 
degrees in our program,” said 
Dr. Candace Zepeda, chair of the 
Department of Undergraduate 
and Graduate English and 
the Mass Communication 
and Theater School at OLLU. 
“The event will also help 
launch and promote the [mass 
communication and theater] 
school across the university.”

The three-day event will 
showcase speakers in the fields 
of multimedia journalism, 
broadcasting, public relations, 
technical writing and theater.
“Students can get insights in the 
field, networking opportunities, 
and potentially internships and 
jobs,” said A.J. Arreguin, a public 
relations professor at OLLU.
There will be three professional 
speakers each day of the event. 
The confirmed speakers so 
far are Tanya Sammis, CEO 
of Sammis & Ochoa PR Firm, 
Laura Puig, public relations 
specialist in the entertainment 
industry, Andres Muñoz, 
vice president for Marketing-
Communications and Tourism 
at Visit San Antonio, and alumna 
Angelica Casa, Video Journalist 
for the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC).

“The process in planning this 
event consisted of many emails, 
teamwork, and creativity,” 
said Catalina Sanchez, a mass 
communication student. “My 
team and I have been planning 
the event since September.”
A registration link will be sent 
to students starting 
in April. Each 
session will 
be an hour 
long with 
separate 
l i n k s 
on the 
v i r t u a l 
platform 
C i s c o 
W e b e x .
P r o f e s s o r 
Arreguin said 
that this event will 
not be open to other students 

from other universities, but 
they are open to the idea of 
inviting high school students 
around the area to join.
This is their first year hosting 
the event and plan for it to be 
annually. If circumstances allow 
it, they want next year’s event 

to be in person on campus.
For more updates 

about the event, 
follow the event on 

Instagram (mass.
commference) 
and the Ruben 
V e r o n i c a 
E s c o b e d o 

School of Mass 
Communication 

and Theater 
on Facebook and 

Instagram (OLLU_MCT)
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San Antonio Food Bank
 serves hope during the pandemic

By Kevin Romine 
Continued from page 1
SAN ANTONIO-”So, we 
really try to take a holistic 
approach to fighting hunger 
in the community,” Goldstein 
said. “We also provide food 
programs for kids and for 
seniors through our partners in 
the community,”
Goldstein said that SA Food 
Bank accomplishes its goals 
through three programs. Food 
for Today, Food for Tomorrow 
and Food for a Lifetime.  
SA Food Bank offers a help 
center for those in need of 
assistance. The help center is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
The phone number is (210) 
431-8326 or toll free at 1-800-
246-9121.

The San Antonio Food Bank 
also offers job assistance, job 
readiness classes and GED 
classes. For more information, 
they can be reached at (210) 
431-8378 or by email at 
jpatterson@safoodbank.org.

Photo Credit: @safoodbank via 
Instagram

COVID testing sites expands hours
By Sophia Mora
SAN ANTONIO – The 
COVID-19 testing site at Our 
Lady of the Lake University 
(OLLU) has expanded its 
operation hours. OLLU 
announced that the free 
COVID-19 testing site on 
campus, in Lot K, changed its 
hours on Mach 15 and will now 
be open from 7 a.m. until 7 
p.m. Monday through Sunday.
The testing kiosk provided by 
Curative offers free tests to 
university members as well as 
the public. Tests are available 
to those with or without 

symptoms as well as individuals 
who do not have insurance.
Appointments can be 
made, but are not required.
“I think that it is great that the 
curative site is expanding its 
hours because many people 
have busy lives and this allows 
people to find a time that best 
suits them,” said Jack Parker, 
OLLU men’s soccer player. 
“Especially as so many student 
athletes use these sites, it 
will be easier to fit this into 
their already tight schedules.”
The kiosk’s previous operating 
hours were from 8 a.m. until 

5 p.m. which only allotted 
individuals nine hours out of 
their day to take their tests. 
With the updated operation 
times individuals have gained 
an extra three hours to take 
advantage of the testing site.
“I think it’s great that they are 
extending their hours,” said 
Alyssa Guerra, OLLU assistant 
athletic trainer. “This allows all 
of our students easier access 
to taking care of themselves.”
To set an appointment 
or learn more about the 
COVID-19 testing process, 
visit https://curative.com/. Photo Credit: OLLU Newsletter



Selena Forever/ Simpre Selena Exhibit. 
Photo Credit: @McNay Art Facebook

By Melissa Aguirre 
SAN ANTONIO-”Experience 
Transformation Through Art” 
by taking advantage of the new 
partnership between Our Lady 
of the Lake University (OLLU) 
and the McNay Art Museum. 
All OLLU students receive 
free general admission at the 
museum by presenting their 
OLLU through May 2022. From 
paintings and sculptures to works 
on paper and more, the McNay 
offers a unique art museum 
experience filled with 
moments 
o f 

surprise, inspiration, andbeauty 
throughout their 25-acre 
campus. The beautiful McNay 
Museum engages a diverse 
community in the exploration 
of visual arts and features more 
than 22,000 works including:
• Medieval and Renaissance art
• 19th- through 21st- 
century European and 
American paintings, 
sculptures, and photographs
• Prints and drawings 
of the Southwest
• The Tobin Collection 
of Theatre Arts

• Jeanne and Irving Mathews 
Collection of Art Glass

• Art of New Mexico  
The Spanish Colonial 
Revival residence 
was built by artist 
and educator Marion 
Koogler McNay in the 

1920s. It was the first 
modern museum when 

it opened in 1954. About 
200,000 visitors enjoy the works 

by modern masters 
Paul Gauguin, Vincent 

van Gogh, Edward Hopper, 
Joan Mitchell, Alice Neel, 
Georgia O’Keeffe, Pablo Picasso, 
Jackson Pollock, and Pierre-
Auguste Renoir per year. Guests 
can also enjoy the 25 acres of 
beautifully landscaped grounds 
that include sculpture by Willie 
Cole, Robert Indiana, Luis A. 
Jiménez Jr., Alejandro Martín, 
George Rickey, Joel Sharpiro, 
Kiki Smith, Tom Wesselmann 

and more. Follow the McNay 
on FaceBook @McNayArt 
to stay up to date on current 
event and exhibitions. For 
directions and museum hours, 
please visit www.mcnayart.org.
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OLLU Students receive free McNay admission

Photo Credit: @McNayArt Facebook

New Wings-Up emblem on campus
By Melissa Aguirre
SAN ANTONIO-Our Lady of 
the Lake University (OLLU) has 
added some school spirit to our 
campus. If you drive by cam-
pus you may notice the OLLU 
blue and white gate cups that 
shape our Wings Up emblem.
The Student Government As-
sociation (SGA) passed a vote 
to add that to the fence across 
the way from the Suelten-
fuss Library and may soon be 

adding more around campus.  
“I’m all about school spirit,” said 
OLLU student Silenia Sifuen-
tes. “It reminds me of encour-
agement, love and prosperity.”
Aside from our glorious campus 
buildings, lushes’ greens and a 
few banners, there is not much 
school spirit inside and out.  
“We are trying to add as 
much school spirit as possi-
ble to the school,” said Mad-
ison Polsek SGA President. 

OLLU Student Leadership De-
partment and SGA urge stu-
dents to get involved more and 
use their voice to express areas 
of concern or share ideas for 
a better campus. The student 
body has the power to improve, 
change and add to campus.  
“We try our hardest to en-
sure that students have all they 
need in a comfortable environ-
ment,” said Polasek. “We would 
love to have more students at 

our meetings and townhalls.” 
The SGA is the voice of the stu-
dent body and includes all uni-
versity students as members. 
SGA provides avenues for open 
dialogue between the students, 
staff, faculty and administration 
to collaboratively enhance and 
improve the campus community.  
“All students are welcome to 
attend our SGA Student Con-
gress meetings,” said Polsek. 
Continued on next page
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By Laura Miguel
SAN ANTONIO-Our Lady of 
the Lake University (OLLU) 
students have ways to save 
money while attending school.
Students are eligible for various 
discounts in San Antonio for 
being a current OLLU student.
“I think students should take 
advantage because they’re pay-
ing tuition to be able to ac-
cess these services and more 
that [OLLU] is able to pro-
vide,” said Sacnite Blanco, a 
psychology major student.
OLLU recently made a partner-
ship with the McNay Museum 
in offering student free general 
admission at the museum by 
presenting their OLLU ID. This 
will be available to the OLLU 
community through May 2022.
Another partnership the school 
has done is with VIA buses 
offering undergraduate stu-
dents with a free VIA U-Pass 
through the Via goMobile App. 
Once you have download-
ed the app, create a user ac-
count using your OLLU email.
“I used the VIA bus pass my first 

semester because I did not bring 
my vehicle,” said Brianna Con-
treras-Rodriguez, business ad-
ministration major student. “It 
has a lot of frequent stops and 
instead of wasting money on gas, 
you could just use the bus be-
cause its already in your tuition.”
Other places around San An-
tonio that offer discounts by 
showing a school ID is the San 
Antonio Aquarium, the San 
Antonio Museum of Art, Regal 
Cinema and Alamo Drafthouse 
to name a few participants.
•AlamoAlamo DrafthouseDrafthouse offers a $3 
off the price of admission.
•Regal CinemaRegal Cinema offers their own 
student discounts so call before 
you go.
•San Antonio AquariumSan Antonio Aquarium offers 
college students $2 off the price 
of admission.
•San Antonio Museum of ArtSan Antonio Museum of Art 
offers students an $8 off the 
price of admission.
•Top GolfTop Golf has participating 
locations that have Wednesday 
night for college students a 
$15 admission which includes 
unlimited game play plus food 

and drink specials.
According to San An-
tonio Things To Do
Contreras-Rodriguez said 
that she wishes that OLLU 
would have a partnership with 
a technology company that 
will be able to provide lap-
tops or tablets to students.
As of now, OLLU library has a 
limited number of laptops avail-
able for those students who 
demonstrate a need for a comput-
er to support their schoolwork.
There are technology com-
panies that offer discounts 
to students and educators. 
Some of them are Apple, Best 
Buy, Lenovo and Microsoft.
•Apple’s MacApple’s Mac models have spe-
cial pricing for educators and 
students.
•Best BuyBest Buy offers all year long 
student discounts to does who 
have created a Rewards Pro-
gram and signed up for student 
deals.
•LenovoLenovo offers special dials in 
laptops for online shopping and 
free sshipping.
•MicrosoftMicrosoft offers up to 10 per-

cent off on selected products.
•PanasonicPanasonic offers a 10 percent 
off their products.
According to San Antonio 
Things To Do, There are also 
participating restaurants such 
as Dunkin Donuts, Subway, 
Taco Bell and Taco Cabana.
•Bucca di BeppoBucca di Beppo offers 10 per-
cent off their Italian dishes.
•Dunkin DonutsDunkin Donuts offer 10 per-
cent off to students at partici-
pating locations.
•SubwaySubway offers 10 percent off to 
students at participating loca-
tions.
•Taco BellTaco Bell offers 10 percent 
off to students at participating 
locations.
•Taco CabanaTaco Cabana offers students 
discount every day.
According to San An-
tonio Things To Do
These are just some of the most 
know locations that offer dis-
count to students. Local busi-
nesses also offer students dis-
counts, so ask when paying.

Where to get student discounts around San Antonio

“They are allotted time to 
ask questions, make com-
ments, and also voice their 
concerns and opinions.” 
At the March 3, townhall 
meeting held virtually 
through Webex, students 
in attendance passed a vote 
to allow SGA to purchase 
banners from the façade of 
the currently known Inter-
national Folk Culture Center 
(IFCC) building.  
A renaming poll for the IFCC 
is currently underway. Stu-
dents have been asked to be 

part of the 125thAnniversary 
of OLLU by casting their 
vote for their favorite new 
name.   
The renaming of different 
buildings around campus 
is part of OLLU’s history as 
buildings are repurposed 
through time and change 
name to reflect their new 
function. Such as the Elliot 
House who has undergone 
multiple name changes over 
the past decade.  
The new name for the IFCC 
will be announced soon. To 

keep up with SGA please fol-
low them on Instagram at

 ollu_sga.
Wings-Up emblem near parking lot B. Photo Credit: Melissa Aguirre
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By Patricia Constantin  
SAN ANTONIO-For the first 
time in Our Lady of the Lake 
University (OLLU) baseball 
history, the Saints have been 

ranked in the NAIA Baseball 
Coaches’ Top 25 Poll. In the first 
poll, the Saints received votes, but 
this time around, they cracked 
the Top 25 to land at No. 21.

Tennessee Wesleyan grabbed 
17 of the 19 first-place votes in 
the second edition of the Top 
25. Southeastern stayed put 
at No. 2 with two first-
place votes, w h i l e 
Cumberlands 
also remained 
in the same 
spot at No. 3. Central Methodist 
and Faulkner both moved-up 
one spot and rounded out the 
top five. Both No. 15 Science 
& Arts and No. 16 Reinhardt 
jumped seven spots this week.
The Saints have won 14 of their 
last 16 games for a record of 20-
10 and are undefeated in the 
Red River Athletic Conference 
(RRAC) at 8-0. The Saints 
also jumped to the top of the 
conference rankings after 

defeated previous league leader 
LSU-Shreveport in a four-game 
sweep last week. As a result, 
t h e previous No. 13 

ranked Pilots 
d r o p p e d 

out of the 
Top 25 
to receive 
15 votes.
The Saints 

are under the 
helm of third-

year Head Coach 
Bryan Aughney, 

who just marked 
h i s 215 career win and is 
nine wins short of his 
100th win at OLLU.

OLLU women’s soccer wins conference

Ollu baseball makes history with first NAIA top 25 ranking

By Sophia Mora
Contiued from page 1
SAN ANTONIO-“Our team 
can best prepare by maintain-
ing healthiness and motiva-
tion,” said Baye Polansky, senior 
captain of the OLLU women’s 
soccer team. “Since we have a 
bye week, we need to keep the 
same motivation we have been 
showing throughout our con-
ference season. We don’t want 
to go into the tournament too 
confident and then get caught 
off guard by our opponents.”
OLLU also held a tailgate on 
March 27 in celebration of the 
Saints last home game of the 
season. Parents of the women’s 
soccer team gathered together to 
prepare for the annual barbecue. 
“The significance of the annual 

barbecue allows us parents to 
show our thanks to the players 
and the staff for all the dedi-
cation and hard work they do 
throughout the year to put the 
best team possible on the field,” 
said Dana Polansky, father of 
Baye Polansky. “It also builds 
comradery between the par-
ents and all the other players.”
Polansky said that this was 
the biggest crowd he has 
seen in the past four years.
The Saints will next compete 
in the RRAC Tournament 
from April 2-9 in Texarkana.

Photo Credit: @olluwomenssoccer via Instagram

Photo Credit: OLLU Saint Athletics 
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Ol lu volleyball crowned RRAC champions with victory against 
south-west

Ollu men’s soccer advances to RRAC semifinals 
after 2-0 defeat over Texarcana

By Ryan O’Keefe
SAN ANTONIO- (April 2, 
2021) –The Our Lady of the Lake 
University (OLLU) men’s soccer 
team defeated Texas A&M Uni-
versity-Texarkana (TAMUT) 
2-0 in the opening round of the 
Red River Athletic Conference 
(RRAC) Tournament. The No. 
3-seeded Saints will face No. 
2-seed LSU-Shreveport (LSUS) 
in the semifinals on Thursday.
History:History: The Saints are unde-
feated against the Eagles at 6-0.
Basics:Basics: The Saints controlled 
the pace of play from the start. 
Norberto Lira (JR/Monter-
rey, Nuevo Leon, Mexico) gave 
the Saints the lead early in the 

17th minute. He scored on a 
deflection off the goalkeep-
er assisted by Connor Bagley 
(SO/Norwich, Norfolk, U.K.)’s 
kick. OLLU tallied 13 shots in 
the first half and took the one-
goal advantage to halftime.
Bernard Cutini Alvarenga (SR/
Vitoria, Espirito Santo, Brazil) 
added to the Saints lead in the 
second half with a goal at the 
64th minute. Starting goalkeep-
er Joseph Baker (SO/Llantwit 
Major, Wales, U.K.) made three 
saves in a shutout performance. 
Both teams combined for 18 
fouls and the Saints won 2-0 
to advance to the RRAC semi-
finals. The Saints defense lim-

ited the Eagles to four shots.
Scoring overview:Scoring overview:17’ – OLLU – 
Norberto Lira - Connor Bagley 
- Assist 64’ – OLLU – Bernard 
Cutini Alvarenga. Inside the Inside the 
box: box: score Leading the way for 
the Saints’ offense was Car-
los Beltran (JR/San Antonio, 
Texas) with six shots. Dylan 

Beck led the Eagles with 

two shots.
Overall, the Saints tallied 
18 shots, with 10 on goal. 
TAMUT recorded four 
shots, three being on goal.
What’s next: What’s next: The Saints will 
play in the RRAC semifinals 
against LSUS on Thursday 
(April 8, 2021) at 6:30 p.m. in 
Texarkana, Texas.

By Ryan O’Keefe
SAN ANTONIO (March 27, 
2021) – The Our Lady of the 
Lake University (OLLU) vol-
leyball team defeated the Uni-
versity of the Southwest (USW) 
in the Red River Athletic Con-
ference (RRAC) Championship 
match 3-1 to earn a bid for the 
NAIA National Tournament. 
The Saints are 11-1 overall 
and finish the regular season 
with a 6-0 RRAC mark. OLLU 
has won 10 straight matches.  
Head Coach Scott Mattera said, 
“We certainly did have our ‘A’ 
game today, but credit to South-
west. They had a good game 
plan and played so hard. They 
really gave us a scare. In the end, 
though, we are taking pride in 
how much our investment in 

each other carried us through.”
Mattera continued, “It would 
have been easy to let this one 
slip away when everything 
was going their way, but our 
players were saying all the 
right things, and we never lost 
faith in each other. This was 
a win for all of the efforts we 
put into our team culture.”
History:History:The Saints are 18-4 
against USW all-time.
Basics:Basics:The Saints were tested 
throughout the entire match. 
The Mustangs grabbed the third 
set 25-23 but the Saints held on 
to win in four sets. OLLU totaled 
a .316 hitting percentage and 55 
kills. The Saints are RRAC reg-
ular-season champions, tour-
nament champions and will 
compete in the NAIA National 

Tournament. The achievement 
marks Head Coach Mattera’s 
first trip to nationals with the 
team after taking the helm in 
2019. Kalani Ketchens (SR/San 
Antonio, Texas) led the Saints 
with 15 kills and 37 total attacks.
Scoring overview against USWScoring overview against USW
Set One – OLLU 25 – USW 17
Set Two – OLLU 25 – USW 20
Set Three – USW 25 – OLLU 23
Set Four – OLLU 25 – USW 20
Set review:Set review: In the first set, 
OLLU recorded 10 kills and 
two errors on 31 total attacks 
for a hitting percentage of .258.
The Saints had 20 kills in 
the second set and three er-
rors on 35 total attacks for 
a hitting percentage of .486.
In the third set, OLLU had 
nine kills and three er-

rors on 34 total attacks for 
a hitting percentage of .176.
The Saints had 16 kills in 
the fourth set and four er-
rors on 36 total attacks for 
a hitting percentage of .333.
On the offense: On the offense: Overall, the Saints 
had 55 kills for a hitting percent-
age of .316. USW had 43 kills 
for a hitting percentage of .151.
Leading the way for the Saints 
was Ketchens with 15 kills. Ti-
jana Kruta (JR/Bar, Monte-
negro) followed with 13 kills.
USW’s Glenys Maldonado led 
the Mustangs with 13 kills.
Serving it up:Serving it up: The Saints tal-
lied 11 service aces while the 
Mustangs recorded seven.
What’s next: What’s next: The Saints partici-
pate in the NAIA National Tour-
nament starting on April 17.

Photo Credit: @olluwomenssoccer
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OLLU has resources for student success

Center for Career Development and Testing Benefits
By Luara Miguel 
SAN ANTONIO- The Our Lady 
of the Lake University (OLLU) 
students have the opportunity 
to reach out and receive 
help with their career paths. 
The Center for Career 
Development and Testing 
(CCDT) offers resources 
to students that need 
assistance with their careers. 
“I just wanted a job by the 
time I graduated. I consistently 
[said] that. What more could 
I do and how else could I do 
to put myself out there,” said 
Julie Guerra, an OLLU alumna.
The CCDT advisors helped 

Guerra with her resume, 
interview skills and creating 
her profile on LinkedIn and 
Handshake. She also attended 
career fairs and used the 
career closet for interviews.
“What is going to set our 
students apart is with what we 
helped them develop, whether 
it be through our one on one 
conversations, through the 
group sections that we provide,” 
said Eduardo Martinez, CCDT 
assistant director. “We simply 
networking opportunities that 
we present to them, so they 
can meet employers and see 
what employers are looking for.”

They encourage students to reach 
out to them early so they can be 
set with a job they like to start 
off their career after graduating.
“This environment really helped 
me connect with potential 
employers and gave me 
experience to talking to people 

who weren’t student, who could 
possibly be my boss. It really 
helped me out a lot,” Guerra said.
For more information 
or assistance visit their 
office in the Garden Level 
of the Moye Building.

By Melissa aguirre
SAN ANTONIO --  Our Lady 
of the Lake University (OLLU) 
spring semester 2021 is well 
underway. With the ongoing 
pandemic, recent winter snow 
storm and other crisis brought 
upon students during these un-
precedented times, it may be no 
surprise if some students find 
themselves failing a class or two. 
Although, it may seem like it is 
the end of the world, quite frank-
ly, it is not. Even stellar students 
fail a college course sometimes.
OLLU has resources available 
to students to help them suc-
ceed and minimize damage to 
their academic record. Utilizing 
these resources can help pre-
vent it from happening again.
Director of Advising Joan Tsa-
calis reminds students that 
they are not alone and to not 
be afraid to reach out to their 

advisor and their professors 
to let know they are work-
ing on improving their grade.
“It’s really important that stu-
dent’s check their OLLU email 
because that’s how we are going 
to reach out to you,” said Tsacalis.
After the initial contact, they 
will set up a meeting and de-
termine if the grade is salvage-
able, refer them to the Aca-
demic Center for Excellence 
(ACE) for tutoring or decide if 
dropping the class is the bet-
ter solution. (Before dropping 
a class though, students should 
check with the financial aid of-
fice to make sure that dropping 
a class will not affect their finan-
cial aid). ACE located inside the 
Sueltenfuss Library at OLLU.
The ACE is located on the first 
floor of the Sueltenfuss Library. 
It provides individual tutoring, 
study groups and workshops to 

encourage intellectual growth.
“The Academic Center for Ex-
cellence is a great place to start,” 
said Daniel Cheshire Ph.D. “We 
have a whole bunch of tutors 
here ready to help.” Most of the 
tutoring is being done online 
and students can share screens, 
use audio visual connections 
to have real time conversations 
and meet as often as they would 
like for 30 minutes to an hour.
“The more they reach out for 
help, the more we can offer it,” 
said Cheshire. “With just a little 
bit of help, maybe once a week, 
I think most student will be able 
to turn their grades around.”
Making full use of student ser-
vices on campus will have a pos-
itive impact on a student’s aca-
demic performance and allow for 
making connections with other 
students in the same situation. 
Students should keep a positive 

attitude and take advantage of 
any extra credit opportunities 
as it will demonstrate a de-
sire to succeed in the class(es).
For more information on ACE 
please contact them at writing@
ollusa.edu or at (210) 431-4199.

Photo Credit: @ollusaints
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Much needed rain fills Lake Elmendorf with filth
By Melissa Aguirre
SAN ANTONIO - Some San 
Antonians had an early start 
the week of March 23 when the 
rumbles of thunder and rain 
neared their homes. The storm 
began as early as 1:40 a.m. and 
continued throughout the night.
San Antonio had a significant 
amount of rainfall Tuesday, 
March 23,  receiving over an 
inch near the AT&T Center.
But, besides waking up to 
ruffled up leaves and a wet 
street, residents near the El-
mendorf Lake Park area woke 
up to a lake full of trash.
The runoff stormwater flowed 
into Elmendorf Lake along with 
trash and debris. Trash was vis-
ible the entire span of the lake 
and beyond in both directions.
Our Lady of the Lake Uni-
versity (OLLU) overlooks the 
lake; students and residents 
often go out for a walk to en-
joy the fresh air and enjoy dif-
ferent amenities throughout 
the park such as kayaking.
OLLU student Laura Miguel 
said it was a distraction from 
the beautiful campus. See-
ing it in that condition goes 
against what OLLU represents. 
“Parks and Recreation have a 
dedicated waterways team that 
provides weekly scheduled 
maintenance and trash clean 
up to over 10 waterways within 
parks, including ponds, lakes or 
rivers,” said Connie Swann, mar-
keting manager for San Antonio 
Parks & Recreation Department.
Rainfall-runoff transports pol-
lutants and anything not dis-
posed of properly into our rivers 
and creeks, creating an inhabit-

able environment for fish, plants 
and animals. These pollut-
ants make the water unsafe for 
swimming and fishing and pose 
a serious threat to wildlife. Ac-
cording to the Clean Water Act 
section 502(6), the term pol-
lutant is defined broadly 
and includes any 
types of ag-
ricultur-
al, in-

d u s -
trial and 

m u n i c i p a l 

waste discharged into water.
The San Antonio communi-
ty have enjoyed San Antonio’s 
rivers, creeks and natural wa-
terways throughout the years . 
The natural waterways give peo-
ple an opportunity to enjoy the 
outdoors, exercise and destress.
“I come here often, and I was 
shocked to see the trash; it 
was a lot,” said Jorge Alva-
rez San Antonio resident.

According to Swann, main-
tenance was set to start 
the day after the storm.
“These clean-up efforts from 
the storm are expected to take 
several days,” Swann said.
As our population and develop-

ments increase, so does 
water pollution. 

Each time it 
rains or 

floods, 
e v e r y -

thing not 
appropriately dis-

carded, or that is dumped or 
tossed on the ground is a po-
tential pollutant that may wash 
down into our storm drains and 
contaminate our waterways.
“Do your part; if you see some-
thing, do something,” Alvarez 
said. “If everyone would just 
picked up five things a day, 
that would make a difference.”
Every action can have a 
positive or negative ef-

fect on our environment.
“Properly disposing of trash 
is a great step to keeping our 
waterways clean,” Swann said. 
“Following the Leave No Trace 
principles of ‘Pack It In/Pack 
It Out’ also helps prevent the 
trash from running into the lake 
after storm events.” Another 
way to help the community is 
to dispose of trash at home in-
stead of the park, recycling and 
using eco-friendly products. 
In doing so, you are helping to 
ensure a healthy ecosystem for 
aquatic life, wildlife and recre-
ation opportunities for present 
and future generations to enjoy.
In 1991, the Texas Legislature 
passed the Texas Clean River 
Act [Senate Bille 88]. The act 
intended to ensure the integri-
ty of the state’s long-term water 
supply. The act requires ongo-
ing assessments of water quali-
ty and management strategies.
Elemendorf Lake is located at 
3700 W. Commerce St., and 
is a recreational site for San 
Antonio’s residents and vis-
itors. It is managed by San 
Antonio River Authority. El-
mendorf Lake Park recently 
underwent an improvement 
project estimated at $16.2 million. 
Illegal dumping is against the law 
in the city of San Antonio. You 
may report suspected criminal 
dumping cases in San Antonio 
by calling the City’s Customer 
Service 3-1-1 hotline. To report 
illegal dumpsites found in Bex-
ar County, call (210) 335-6700.
For more information on the 
Clean Rivers Program, please 
visit the TCEQ CRP website.

Lake Elmendorf filled with waste from the aftermath of a rainstorm. 
Photo Credit: Melissa Aguirre
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Scott Pilgrim VS The World- Game review
By Raul Joseph Mojica
SAN ANTONIO- The vid-
eo game Scott Pilgrim VS The 
World is based off Bryan Lee 
O’Malley’s book series pub-
lished in 2004. This game is also 
a movie and a spiritual successor 
that manages to capture the at-
mosphere of the world with mu-
sic and comicbook-like visuals. 
The game was first released 
by Ubisoft in 2010. Howev-
er, after certain license is-
sues, it was removed off the 
PlayStation store soon after. 
Now, in 2021, the game has 
resurrected on both PlaySta-
tion and Nintendo Switch. 
Eurogamer reported that 
“in less than 3 hours” 25,000 
copies were sold on Switch. 
This game may not be critically 
acclaimed as a masterpiece how-
ever, there is nostalgic charm 
when you pick up the controller.
 The game focuses on charac-
ters, Scott Pilgrim and Romo-
na Flowers. The story follows 

Scott’s affinity for Romona but 
in order to date her he must 
first defeat her seven evil exes. 
The story is simple to follow but 
the charm of it is with its level 
design. Each level is created to 
fit with each chapter of the films 
and book, but the artistic ap-
proach was inspired by 2D pixel 
fighters like Street Fighter and 
Double Dragon. For instance, 
there is a street level that leads 
up to where Scott and his band 
meet the first evil ex. In addi-
tion, there is creative settings 
that were not expanded upon 
in the film such as the movie set 
and cemetery. These new areas 
are what kept my in the loop as 
their environment felt connect-
ed to the Scott Pilgrim universe.
Aside from the environment, 
the mechanics of the game are 
interesting. The basics of the 
game are simple as you have 
square button for basic attack 
and the triangle. There are 
other functions such as jump-

ing and picking up items that 
are essential for the gameplay. 
Throughout the game, you can 
collect money and use it to buy 
items. For example, you can buy 
certain food in increase health 
and leveling. In addition, ev-
ery time you beat up an enemy, 
you can acquire new techniques 
and combos for your character. 
Thus, the progression is key 
when venturing to deter-
mine the love life of Ramona 
Flowers, which the player will 
soon find is not a lone task.
The player is able to have up to 

four different compan-
ions to fight on this quest.
This is the perfect opportunity to 
share a fun game with family and 
friends. Each player has different 
playstyles and techniques in the 
game. This can call for a friend-
ly competition amongst gamers, 
to see who would beat up as 
many villains till the final boss. 
Scott Pilgrim Vs the World 
is not a masterpiece as there 
are a few flaws in mechanics. 
However, it is a nostalgic piece 
of media even after ten years.

By Elegy Garcia
SAN ANTONIO- Spring has 
sprung, and it also brings us 
sweet fruit! Let’s use some peach-
es and make something warm 
yet light for this sunny season. 
This month, we have a peach 
cobbler! It’s easy and fast, and 
perfect for spring gatherings. 
For this recipe, you will need: you will need: 
•½ cup Self-rising flour 
•½ cup Milk 
•½ cup White Sugar 
•2 tablespoon Brown Sugar 
•2 tablespoons Butter 
•½ stick Butter for crust batter 
•½ teaspoon Cinnamon 

•½ teaspoon Salt 
•15oz can of Peaches 
First, get a small pan to cook 
the peaches in. Add the can 
of peaches, butter, cinnamon, 
and brown sugar and let boil 
for 5 minutes on medium heat. 

Once they’re done cooking, set 
them aside, preheat the oven to 
375, and prepare the crust batter. 
Put the remaining butter and 
white sugar (leave a bit of sugar 
aside for the top of the peach-
es) in a bowl and mix until well 
combined, then add the flour, 
salt, and milk and mix again. 
Arrange the cooked peaches in 
the bottom of an 9-inch round 
baking pan. Pour the crust bat-
ter on top, sprinkling some extra 
white sugar on the top, then bake 
in the preheated oven at 375 for 
45 minutes. Let cool and enjoy! 

Peach Cobbler. Photo Credit: 
Elegy Garcia

Recipe of the month: Peach Cobbler
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