Dr. Quintanilla celebrates first year as San Antonio Poet Laureate
By Emma Ramos

To celebrate National Poetry Month, Our Lady of
the Lake University hosted
A Night of Poetry, a reception and visual poem exhibit
on April 4 to honor Dr. Octavio Quintanilla as he celebrated his first full year as
San Antonio’s fourth Poet
Laureate. Appointed by the
poetry community and the
mayor of San Antonio, the
Poet Laureate is an honorary position of two years
that promotes and celebrates poetry to the community and beyond by creating
public events and programs
with local organizations and
the Department of Arts and
Culture. Poet Laureates are
expected to make appearances, attend events, read
and share their works and
come up with a Legacy Project - a project that encapsulates the Poet Laureate’s
vision of poetry. Dr. Quintanilla was appointed to the
position in March 2018.
The event included Dr.
Quintanilla reading several
poems from his first book,
“If I Go Missing” which
was published in 2014 after spending six years on
writing and editing. He
also shared his FRONTEXTOS (the term frontexto is a
blend of frontera and texto,
border/text), a project he
started on New Year’s Day

of 2018 as a way to challenge himself every day
to make time to write and
produce art which he would
publish on his social medias.
Dr. Quintanilla also reflected on his first year as Poet
Laureate, discussing traveling, reading at local events
and schools, and his work
in progress Legacy Project.
Quintanilla’s visual poem
exhibit was open to the
public and OLLU community
and showcased framed original FRONTEXTOS.
“My inspirations for my
poems and art are basic,
that is the human condition. My surroundings, the
natural world, our emotional landscape, and other
writers and artists,” Quintanilla said. Latin- American
poetry has also been a main
inspiration for his works.
“I have always needed a
creative outlet. What got
me into writing was my
sense of introspection, my
inwardness, and a need to
communicate not just with
myself but with the world
outside of me.”
Having lived in Mexico
for nine years after being
born in Harligen, Texas, Dr.
Quintanilla writes in Spanish, a language he is fluent and grew up with, but
feels like he still needs to
improve his native tongue.
Writing in Spanish symbolizes a political stance
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against anti-immigrant issues since people are discriminated and attacked for
speaking languages other
than English in the United
States. Writing and speaking Spanish is a way of resisting, and FRONTEXTOS
are all written in Spanish.
Dr. Quintanilla’s works
have appeared and/or are
appearing in journals such
as Salamander, RHINO,
Alaska Quarterly Review,
Pilgrimage, Green Mountains Review, Southwestern
American Literature, The
Texas Observer, Existere: A
Journal of Art & Literature
and elsewhere. His visual
works have been featured
at theAllState Almaguer
Art Gallery in Mission, TX
and “Frontextos: A Return
Home” at The Weslaco Museum, with exhibits coming at Platform 204 Gallery
& Studios in Harlingen, TX
and Centro Cultural Hispano
de San Marcos.
Dr. Quintanilla is currently working on his second
manuscript which will be a
poetry memoir. “My favorite poem that I ever wrote at
this point is called, “Party”
a poem about the San Antonio location and separation between a son and his
parents,” Quintanilla said.
“This poem will be featuring in my new manuscript
and will probably be one of
the main poems.”
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Dr. Quintanilla holds a
PhD in Literature and Creative Writing from the University of North Texas. He
began teaching in the MA/
MFA program at OLLU in
the Fall of 2013. Dr. Quintanilla currently teaches
two Introduction to Poetry
and Drama classes for undergraduate students here
at OLLU. In Fall 2019 he
will be teaching a Poetry
Workshop course for graduate students as well as an
Introduction to Poetry and
Drama class for undergrads.
He will also be teaching an
online section of Introduction to Poetry and Drama
this summer.
To follow Dr. Quintanilla’s publications, visit his
website: www.octavioquintanilla.com or follow his
Twitter: @OctQuintanilla
and Instagram: @writeroctavioquintanilla

Above: “Draft 40” by Dr. Octavio
Quintanilla as published by Newfound. Photo contributed by Dr. Octavio
Quintanilla

Below: Dr. Quintanilla signs a copy
of his book for freshman Gerardo
Zavala. Photo by Danielle Ojeda
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Students weigh in on college admissions scandal
Danielle Ojeda
Social Media Manager

This month, some light
was shed upon numerous
college admission scandals
that occurred at some of
the top elite colleges in the
United States. Celebrities
were also involved in these
cases, some which shocked
fans and college students
throughout the nation.
According to Great Value
Colleges, Our Lady of the
Lake University is among
the top rated private universities in San Antonio.
Could this ranking make
OLLU vulnerable to a similar
scandal?
Amanda Esparza, OLLU
sophomore, makes reference to a celebrity involved
in the University of Southern California scandal, Olivia Jade, daughter of Lori
Laughlin. Jade’s parents are

believed to have helped her
gain illegitimate admission
into the university.
“The news about all these
school scandals really made
me think about all the effort
I put in that students like her
[Jade] did not have to,” said
Esparza. Esparza also shared
her concern with the possibility that this issue may
happen in her school community.
Betty Galvan, student registrars office counselor, has
worked at OLLU for over ten
years. Galvan expressed that
she did have knowledge on
this material and could not
speak on this subject. “We
are not allowed to discuss
this matter,” said Galvan.
There has not been any
cases involving this topic at
OLLU, nor is there confirmation that this university is
believed to be considered for

The Saints Say
How do you feel about the college
admissions cheating scandal?
“It pisses me off, everyone works so hard and
celebrities can just pay their
way in.”
Allison Alvarado

admissions investigations.
For more information on
the OLLU undergraduate
admissions process, please
visit OLLU Undergraduate
Admissions.

“You got to do what you
got to do to get in.”
Xavier Woodington

“I think it is fine actually
see no problem in it. It has
been happening for a while,
rich people get away with
things.”
Aaron Marrufo

“I got in so I don’t care.”
Vivian Najar
“It is not fair. You actually have to work hard to
get in. You have to have a
high GPA to get in and those
are prestigious schools and
isn’t fair because they have
money they can get in.”
Koren Montalvo
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Emma’s Expansion of Thought

Pet friendly residence hall rumors for the future
By Emma Ramos
Co-Editor
earamos18sp@ollusa.edu

Rumors are circulating
that Lakeview Apartments
and Centennial Dorm Hall
will allow small non-service
pets next Fall.
According to the Our Lady
of the Lake University Handbook as of Spring 2019,
“Due to health and safety
concerns, pets are prohibited in the residence halls,
with the exception of small
fish in a container no larger

than 10 gallons.” However,
with the exception of service animals being accepted
at the dorms thanks to The
Americans with Disabilities
Act and the Fair Housing
Act, colleges must also allow emotional support animals in dormitories.
One of the most difficult things about living on
campus is leaving our loved
ones, especially our furry

friends. College students
are dealing with a heavy
workload - homework,
studying, jobs, balancing a
social life, etc., and at the
end of the day, some of us
just want to cuddle and be
with our pets. According
to Animal Planet, owning
pets has physical, mental
and emotional benefits. Pet
owners exhibit decreased
blood pressure and cholesterol levels and minimize
the risk of a heart attack.
Pets also provide a companionship that can boost one’s
overall mood by bringing
feelings of joy and happiness.
Some campuses such as
Yale and Kent University
bring therapy dogs in times
of stress like midterms and

finals. This is a great way
to see positive reactions in
times of stress. Not only
are they adorable, but therapy dogs have the ability to
boost self-esteem, stimulate memory and problemsolving skills and have
calming effects by reducing
stress levels.
OLLU is surrounded with
neighborhood dogs and cats
who need a loving home and
friendly owners. Bringing
in stray animals after getting vaccinations and chips
at a low or no price at all,
is a win-win for both owner
and pet.
OLLU is such a spacious
environment to walk pets
on, including walking at
Elmendorf Lake with beautiful scenery. According to

Christian’s Corner of Analysis

the American Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals, walking with your
pet has several benefits for
both owner and pet, including improving the heart,
muscles, joints, waistline
and even mental health.
Living on campus has
many perks such as community lounges, internet
access, free laundry facilities and everlasting life
lessons such as patience,
money management and
understanding
different
people. Being able to have
a pet on campus will not
only be beneficial, but it
will teach responsibility and
provide healthier lifestyles
for students.

Editor-In-Chief weighs in on Senate Bill 17
By Christian Chavez
Editor-In-Chief
ctchavez17fl@ollusa.edu

Although I may have hinted at my political beliefs in
past columns, I am usually
not the type of person to engage in a political discussion
in a setting like this. However, I was recently scrolling through Facebook and
saw a photo post that read
“Tragic day in Texas. SB17
has just passed. Medical
professionals may now refuse LGBT people treatment
based on religious values.”
As a person who is hoping
to become a pediatrician, I
was immediately outraged
and decided to read more
about the proposed Senate
Bill 17.
The bill was introduced by
state Senator, Charles Perry (R-28), my senator from
back home in the West Tex-

as area, and as of the most
recent update I have seen, it
has passed the Senate and is
currently being deliberated
in the House of Representatives. SB17 seeks to allow licensed public service
professionals such as doctors, lawyers, counselors
and educators the right to
use their religious beliefs as
a defense in case they wind
up in an administrative proceeding and face their license being revoked.
While the bill obviously
does not encourage discrimination outright, in my
opinion it has the potential
of promoting licensed professionals to deny services
to those they do not want
to serve, and then use the
defense of religious free-

doms and not face any repercussions. It could create
a license to discriminate
against anyone and then
use religious beliefs as a defense for doing so.
Growing up Catholic, I
have been taught that service is the appropriate response to the Bible. That
is why I am choosing to go
into the medical field, to
provide care for ALL who
need it, no matter the differences we may have. I am
disheartened and saddened
that this bill has passed
the Texas Senate floor. If it
goes any further, it will potentially legalize discrimination. Further analyzing
the medical field aspect,
there is a strong possibility that people (especially
members of the LGBTQ+
community) could die due to
being denied proper treatment because of their providers religious ‘freedom’
and I am heartbroken. And
it is inaccurate for lawmakers to say that this would
never happen if this bill
passes, because I have actu-

ally heard another student
who also wants to be a pediatrician say they would
never treat a transgender
patient, and under this bill
he would have the right to
use religious beliefs as a defense for doing so.
Here at Our Lady of the
Lake University, we are
continuously learning in our
programs to embrace diversity and accept that everyone comes from different
backgrounds. It is important
to not let our own ideologies
get in the way of providing
care, treatment, counseling
and/or education for these
diverse groups of individuals. As a future medical professional, I refuse to let my
religious stance get in the
way of providing the necessary care and treatment to
save lives and promote the
patients quality of life, and
I encourage others to write
their lawmakers to stand in
firm opposition of this immoral and distasteful bill.
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OLLU says no to guns
Serapio Marquez
Staff Reporter

Gun control continues
to be a hot topic of debate
after the March 15 Christchurch shooting in New
Zealand that killed at least
50 people. This shooting is
the deadliest massacre in
New Zealand history.
The United States has
seen several attacks in
recent years. On June 1,
2015, Texas Governor Greg
Abbot signed a “Campus
Carry” bill. The bill allows
a handgun license holder
to carry a concealed handgun on a college campus if
the campus opts in to adapt
the bill. Private universities
like Our Lady of the Lake
University have the option
to opt in or out.
According to an OLLU
Press Release on Novem-

ber 13, 2017, the OLLU
board of Trustees voted to
“opt out.” This decision
was based on input received
from students, faculty and
staff, alumni and the Sisters of the Congregation of
Divine Providence.
“I understand why people want to control guns,
but I know people who are
responsible gun owners,”
student Michelle Herrera
said. Herrera has family
members and friends who
are registered gun owners
and feels like gun owners
are not always given proper
credit. Herrera added that
she respects everyone’s
point of view on gun control.
“There is no place for
guns on any college campus. We have campus PD
to handle any solution on

Travel opportunities for
OLLU students
Santiago Reyes
Staff Reporter

Have you ever had the aspiration to travel and wondered what it would be like
to study in another country?
As a Student there might
be a option you may not
always consider. Studying
abroad is a great way to
fulfill your academic career
and explore foreign lands.
At Our Lady of the Lake
University, although chances of travel and studying
abroad are scarce, there
are some opportunities you
might not want to miss out
on.
1. You can find a course
that has an academic trip to
conclude the class you are
taking
2. Information of a semester or summer course in
another country is not currently available by OLLU,
Be sure to keep up with travel opportunities as they come up. For
example, next Spring the Ireland
Literature course will be traveling
to Ireland with Dr. Leah Larson.
Photo by Santiago Reyes

but is being looked in to by
the university.
OLLU student Koren Montavo said she does not know
any travel opportunities and
wishes the school would offer some.
Another OLLU Student
Brandy Lugo said ”I am
about to be a senior and I
have never heard anything
about studying abroad or
any traveling that would be
going on in my classes.”
OLLU does at times offer,
faculty-led short term study
abroad. This means students will travel and learn
relevant information to the
class they are taking in order to expand their knowledge of the subject.
If you wish to gain more
information about any possible traveling opportunities at OLLU contact Dr.
Pena at epena@ollusa.edu.

campus,” former graduate
student Mark Martinez said.
As an elementary teacher,
Martinez does not feel comfortable knowing someone
is carrying a firearm on

campus.
Presidential candidates
running in the 2020 election are addressing the issues of gun violence and
gun control. For those in-

Signs are posted around the Our
Lady of the Lake University campus to remind students that OLLU

is a Gun Free School Zone and violators will face penalties. Photos by

terested in a current candidate’s stance on gun control, visit their respected
website to learn more. The
2020 Presidential election
is scheduled for Tuesday,
November 3, 2020. For
more information on Texas
Gun laws, visit https://capitol.texas.gov.

Serapio Marquez

Houston, RGV host multiple events
Christian Chavez
Editor-In-Chief

As the semester reaches
its end, students and staff
at all three Our Lady of the
Lake University campuses
have been occupied with a
multitude of events.
On April 13, Dean Dr.
Bruce Rosenthal spoke with
students at the La Feria
campus regarding business,
creativity and leadership.
On April 11, a meet and
greet for OLLU Rio Grande
Valley alumni, current students and guests interested
in the graduate leadership
programs was held at Stefano’s Brooklyn Pizza in
Harlingen from 6:00 p.m.
– 8:00 p.m.
On April 9, OLLU RGV Assistant Professor David A.
Estringel shared experience
and the journey into becoming a professional writer at

the Upstairs Meeting Room
from 5:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m.
as part of the National Library Week celebration.
OLLU RGV students attended a Student Technology Leadership Conference at
McAllen Convention Center
on April 5.
On March 30, the Houston campus Student Services hosted a MAP – My
Academic Plan workshop
during lunch. The purpose
of the workshop “was to introduce new and readmitted
students to the MAP portal
and demonstrate how to effectively navigate the system. The event also served
as an opportunity to create
a plan for summer and fall
course loads,” Undergraduate Admissions Counselor
Rachelle Compton, MSW,
said.
On March 29, OLLU Hous-

Left: Student Government Association president Joseph Vasquez
shakes hands with OLLU Houston
community members during the
March 23 event.
Right: Representatives from various organizations on the San Antonio campus traveled to engage
with the Houston campus and
share resources available on March
23. Photos contributed by Rachelle Compton

ton co-sponsored the 2019
economic outlook forum at
Southwestern Energy hosted by the Houston Northwest Chamber of Commerce. The main focus of
the events included Northwest Houston’s growing
markets, industry insights,
future focus and making
connections across industries. The Houston admission counselors were among
a few higher education vendors in attendance.
On March 23, Representatives from Ace Tutoring,
Career Development, SGA
and the Student Leadership
and Development office
traveled from San Antonio
to engage with the Houston
campus and provide them
with the information regarding resources available
to them.
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What do you have to give up?
Gabriel Torres
Staff Reporter

Fish, fish and more fish
is all you see after Ash
Wednesday through Easter
Sunday. During this time
Lent is observed by many
religious people. People
who partake in the celebration of Lent give up one
thing from their daily routine for 40 days. For some
this can prove to be a challenge, but others showcase

a strong willpower that gets
them through.
Lent is a Catholic tradition and serves as a time to
celebrate and commemorate when Jesus walked the
desert for 40 days. This
personal reflection and realizing what is important
to each person. Some of the
items can seem easy to live
without but for others this
can be very difficult. We
asked some Our Lady of the

Lake University students
what they gave up this season of Lent and answers included:
Chocolate
Soda
T.V.
Sweets
Social Media
We spoke with OLLU’s director of Ministry Creighton
Chandler and asked him why
people give up things during this time. “Think about

CAMPUS NEWS
what it is in their lives that
they have, what they maybe
don’t need, who they want
to become,” he said.
If you have any questions
about the season of Lent be
sure to stop by Elliot House
located on Elm Rd behind
the Metz building for any
questions or guidance.
Gabriel Torres chose to give up
Soda for this season of Lent. Photo
by Christian Chavez

Education department hosts Easter Egg Extravaganza
Christian Chavez
Editor-In-Chief

On Saturday, April 13,
the Our Lady of the Lake
University Education Department hosted the annual
Easter Egg Extravaganza.
This free event was open
to the public and served as
an opportunity to provide
a safe and fun experience
for San Antonio children to
celebrate the Easter season.
Approximately 400 people
attended the event.
Volunteers began setting
up in the Mall area around
8:30 a.m. before the event
kicked off at 9:00 a.m.
However, the event was
moved to Chapel Auditorium within the first 30
minutes due to the weather. Throughout the event,
OLLU Professors of Education, Dr. Belinda Schouten
and Dr. Jerrie Jackson, expressed their appreciation
for the flexibility of the volunteers.
Volunteers for the event
included education students
needing observation hours,
educators in the community, and OLLU students
seeking volunteer opportunities. Different tables
were set up to include a
variety of activities for the
children to participate in,
including arts and crafts,
face painting, making seed
bombs, shooting basketballs and making friendship
bracelets. Starting around
11:00 a.m. children were
separated into age brackets to engage in Easter Egg
hunts throughout the Main
and Moye buildings. Candy
and additional prizes were
donated for the event. Free

food, popcorn, snow cones,
and paletas were also provided.
Riley Garcia helped with
creating seed bombs. Garcia
had a fun time creating the
“little balls of flowers,” for
the children, she said.
Leading up to the event,
Dr. Schouten emphasized
her support for her community and how this event
is an important opportunity
to provide local children a
safe event to celebrate Easter, and student Annie Villarreal agrees. “I think it
is very important because
there are people who don’t
go out often because they
feel unsafe where they are
living to come out to with
their kids in a fun, free,
safe zone since there are officers all around,” she said
Garcia echoed this idea
and said it is very important
to have an event like this for
the community, “because it
brings the community together and children who do
not have in there household
or outside of school can
have fun here as part of the
OLLU community.”
Gerardo
Zavala
also
helped with creating the
seed bombs and emphasized
the importance of the Easter
Egg Extravaganza. “I think
it’s very important because
it shows that people can be
there for one another in the
same goal of having fun and
enjoying each others company,” he said.

Annie Villareal, Riley Garcia and
Gerardo Zavala mix together clay,
soil, seeds and water while work-

Above: Brianna de León paints a
flower on Gersan Gutierezes arm
while working the face painting
station.
Left: Mara Chavira, Valerie Mulcahy and Raquel Pilgrim strand beads
at the friendship bracelet table.
Photos by Christian Chavez

ing the seed bomb station at the
Easter Egg Extravaganza. All three
emphasized the benefits hosting

this event has on the community.
Photo Christian Chavez

6/7

THE LAKE FRONT
Our Lady of the Lake University

4 reasons why district 4 will see Adriana Garcia running for
San Antonio City Council
Serapio Marquez
Staff Reporter

Our Lady of the Lake University Professor of Marketing
Adriana Garcia, Ph.D., hopes to use her community based
actions on District 4 of San Antonio. As South San Graduate Rey Saldana will be leaving the city council due to term
limits, the position opens for Garcia to show everyone why
she is the right candidate for District 4.
1. Garcia has called District 4 her home for the past 35
years. She currently resides in District 4.
2. Adriana Garcia has been active in the community for
years. Most recently serving in as a co – chair of the SWISD
2018 bond.
3. Garcia is currently a professor of Marketing at Our
Lady of the Lake University.
4. Garcia has received support from current council
member Rey Saldana.

The district has grown under Rey Saldana and Adriana Garcia hopes to continue the momentum while also understanding the community. Saldana asked Garcia to run for office and continue his work. That endorsement is very
important in district 4 as Rey Saldana has been in office since 2011. Photos by Serapio Marquez

Finals make keep some students from voting

Serapio Marquez
Staff Reporter

The mayoral election is
fast approaching but some
college students are not on
board. Our Lady of the Lake
University students are divided on this mayoral election. The election will be
held on May 4, 2019, the
same week as students prepare for finals. This election
will see current Mayor Ron
Nirenberg, face challenger
Greg Brockhouse.
The election will also see
OLLU professor Adriana
Garcia running for District
4. Students I spoke to tell
me voting in this mayoral
election is not high on their
priority list. “I do not have
any interest in this election
so I might be skipping this
one,” OLLU Graduate Student Mark Martinez said.
Students do not appear
to be as interested in may-

oral elections as they are in
Presidential elections. The
focus in voting this time of
year is seen in most students. Many students are
preparing for finals and are
feeling the end of semester
fatigue.
A poll was conducted and
found out how many students plan on voting this
Mayoral election.
Students who wish to
learn more information
about the Mayoral Election
should visit http://bexar.
org

A recent poll conducted by staff reporter Serapio Marquez found that
the majority of OLLU students are
not interested or planning on voting in the upcoming Mayoral Election. Photo and poll by Serapio Marquez
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OLLU holds poetry reading for Spring 2019
visiting writer ire’ne lara silva
Marina Flores
Co-Editor

On Tuesday, March 26,
Our Lady of the Lake University held a poetry reading for Spring 2019 Visiting Writer ire’ne lara silva.
Along with identifying as a
Chicana feminist poet from
Austin, Texas, Silva is the
visiting writer for English
professor Dr. Octavio Quintanilla’s undergraduate poetry classes. At the reading,
silva spoke about how much
she enjoyed working with
passionate OLLU students
this semester.
She also briefly discussed
her Latina literary influences like Gloria Anzaldúa
and announced that she
would read a few poems in
her newest forthcoming
collection with Saddle Road
Press, “Cuicacalli/House of
Song” released later this
month. Silva explained that
another poem she would
read, titled “i come from
women illiterate and roughskinned,” originated from

her personal response to
a Virginia Woolf quote in a
fellowship prompt.
Silva read the quote
from Virginia Woolf aloud:
“Women have sat indoors
all these millions of years,
so that by this time, the
very walls are permeated by
their creative force, which
has, indeed so overcharged
the capacity of bricks and
mortar that it must needs
harness itself to pens and
brushes and business and
politics.”
“Poetry is a creative way
to communicate in the
world,” silva said to the audience in PWSR. She went
on to discuss her book of poems about diabetes, death
and amputation. As a poet,
she said she noticed a shortage of stories, poems and
memoirs written about diabetes and other illnesses.
“What happens when
you want to reject something that you are?” silva
asked. Briefly, she shared
stories about individuals

who shamed themselves in
silence because of their illness.
“The whole book [was] an
attempt to face my fears. I
needed to talk about shame.
Shame keeps us alive,” she
said. According to silva,
multicultural identities existed not only as sources of
pain, but also as sources of
strength. Silva’s “Flesh to
Bone” (2013) documents
nine stories told from the
perspective of women on
the border.
Likewise, silva is the author of three poetry chapbooks,
two
full-length
books of poetry, an e-chapbook and one short story
collection. She’s currently
working on her first novel,
“Naci.” In addition, Silva is
also the recipient of a 2017
NALAC Fund for the Arts
Grant, the final recipient
of the Alfredo Cisneros del
Moral Award, the Fiction
Finalist for AROHO’s 2013
Gift of Freedom Award and
the 2008 recipient of the

Gloria Anzaldúa Milagro
Award.
Silva’s poetry, short stories and essays have appeared in over fifty journals
and anthologies, including “Mas Tequila Review,”
“Kweli Journal,” and “The
Weight of Addition: Texas
Poetry Anthology.”

Visiting Writer ire’ne lara silva
recently held a poetry reading on
campus. Photo by Danielle Ojeda

4D art presentations held on campus
Christian Chavez
Editor-In-Chief

Under the guidance of
Associate Professor of Art,
Debora Vasquez, MFA, students in the Sculpture I and
II courses recently learned
about 4D art and presented
installations, performance
and film to showcase these
skills. Dr. Vasquez shared
that 4D is “just not very
commonly known down
here,” and explained the
significance of creating 4D
art projects. “4D art is very
different from things that
are static. This is very different from theater work.
In theater work, the participants are acting out
someone else’s story. In
performance art, they are
performing their own,” she
said. Under the guidance of
Associate Professor of Art,
Debora Vasquez, MFA, students in the Sculpture I and
II courses recently learned
about 4D art and presented

installations, performance
and film to showcase these
skills. Dr. Vasquez shared
that 4D is “just not very
commonly known down
here,” and explained the
significance of creating 4D
art projects. “4D art is very
different from things that
are static. This is very different from theater work.
In theater work, the participants are acting out
someone else’s story. In
performance art, they are
performing their own,” she
said.
4D art includes installations, performance art, kinetic art that moves, and
animation. Some of the
students in the course presented an installation project only, while others like
Jennifer Garza presented a
performance art.
Garza’s performance was
entitled “Aftermath” and
focused on her own personal experiences being

sexually assaulted in the
military. “Even though you
don’t always want to give
people the idea that ‘that’s

the girl that was sexually
assaulted,’ this happened to
me and it’s still part of me
in a little way,” she said.

Because “installation is
very personal,”
See 4D Art, Page 9
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April/May
Sports Home Schedules
Baseball

Saints athletic highlights
By Catalina Sanchez
Photography Editor

Friday, April 19

Baseball v. University of the Southwest @ 6:00 p.m. (Missions Baseball
Academy)

Saturday, April 20

Baseball v. University of the Southwest @ 1:00 p.m. (Missions Baseball
Academy)
Baseball v. University of the Southwest Game 2 @ (Missions Baseball
Academy)

Golf

Monday, April 29
Mens’ Golf Day 1 - RRAC and Unaffiliated Conference Championship
hosted by OLLU in San Antonio

Tuesday, April 30

Conference for Track and Field
starts April 18 in Lubbock, Texas.

Men’s Golf Day 2 - RRAC and Unaffiliated Conference Championship
hosted by OLLU in San Antonio

Women's basketball finished their season in the semifinal round of nationals.
Baseball’s conference record is
(11-7).

Softball
Friday, April 26

Softball v. Texas A&M University -Texarkana @1:00 p.m. (OLLU Softball
Field)
Softball v. Texas A&M University -Texarkana Game 2 @ (OLLU Softball
Field)

Saturday, April 27

Softball v. Texas A&M University -Texarkana @ 12:00 p.m. (OLLU Softball Field)

Tennis

Friday, April 26

Men’s Tennis v. NAIA Unaffiliated Group Regional

Saturday, April 30

Men’s Tennis v. NAIA Unaffiliated Group Regional

Athlete Of The Month
Madeline Wolken is the
athlete of the month. She
is in her second year as
part of the Saints softball
team and plays infield and
catcher positions. Maddie
has excelled on the field
throughout March and early
April. In 25 games and 69
at bats this season, Maddie has gone 8-21 with 17
RBIs, 22 total bases, three
walks, one stolen base,
and a slugging average of
.319 and batting average of
.304. Her on-base percentage is .329. On the field,
Maddie has 62 putouts and
17 assists for a total of
9.75 fielding percentage.
Maddie also has seven stolen bases. She is a native of
Houston and is majoring in
Biology.
Photo and Information Courtesy of Sports Information Office

April 2019
Volume 65, Issue 7

4D art presentations held on campus
Continued from Page 7
Professor Vasquez gave
her students the freedom
to choose their own topics
for the project. “They all
selected their own things
they wanted to say. Some
are very vivid like Jennifer
Garza’s, some are a little
more subtle like Brianna de
León’s,” she said.
De León’s art installation
was entitled “The Life” and
focuses on her connection
to the topic. She used a
dorm room to showcase the
life of college students and
filled her space with items
and trash she collected from
her daily life. “I wasn’t sure
what else to work with and
since I already knew I wanted a dorm room, what better to do than the life of a
student,” she said.

Professor Vasquez believes doing a project like
this is very beneficial for
students for a multitude of
reasons. “It’s really good
for students to break away.
We want them to feel like
they’re comfortable with
their bodies,” and “these
students students need to
have a performance kind of
work and have practice presenting,” she said.
Vasquez further emphasized that the Our Lady
of the Lake University art
program helps students advance their speaking skills.
“In all of the art classes they
do a paper, art work reflecting that paper and then a
presentation. By the time
they graduate and do their
final exhibition they’re presenting like pros and that’s
one of the things I’m very

The Shop

Sistah’s

Poetry Submission

Poetry Submission

Arrie Porter

Arrie Porter

proud of,” she said.
With the wide variety of
topics selected, students
have been preparing for
their art installations in
different ways. “They start
with a great idea and I add
‘well what if you did this,
what if you did that,’ and
some things they take and
some things they won’t and
that’s okay, they’ve thought
about it,” Vasquez said.
The set up process was
different for each person as
well. “I already knew I was
going to have a room within
a room. I went simple with
white bed sheets and used
some of the sayings I had
been told with acrylic paint.
I’m sitting on a bench with
blood coming out of where
it would come out of me. I
brought my military gear in
case people wanted to really
emphasize and understand
that really does happen to
a lot of women and men in
the military,” Garza said.
“It was kind of weird setting up a messy room. Usually I love cleaning up my
room but I had to purposely
stage a messy room and it
was a neat experience for
me,” de León said.
Everyone had their own
favorite part of preparing
and viewing the installation
projects.
“My favorite part would

SPORTS & ARTS
have to be setting up the
part where it is about the
student and not being perfect. That hits harder on me
from all the other aspects,
especially putting up my
parents personal cards to
me. Like wow, I don’t have
to be this, I’m already a
good student in their eyes,
and then having other people respond to wait they do
to relax and what I can do
has been a big impact on
me,” de León said.
“I am most proud of the
fact that everyone did actually show up, a lot of people
did come and see me and
getting the word out that
this happens all the time
and not just to women – to
men and everybody. It’s
not a pretty thing we want
to know or emphasize, but
this does happen and I want
to know that even though it
happens you can in a sense
heal anyway that you can
just keep going on and forward,” Garza added.
Vasquez furthed added
that seeing the culmination
of the projects has been very
interesting for her, because
installation is “very different from the other projects
where they’re working in
the classroom everyday.
These have been very different because they’re not
always in the classroom.

Brianna de León art installation “The Life”

Jennifer Garza’s performance art
“Aftermath.”

They’re looking up things,
like Jennifer said ‘I don’t
know how to sew, I need to
sew these sheets together’
– so she brought a sewing
machine, I brought a sewing
machine and then showed
her how to sew and she did a
really great job with it. Seeing the culmination of these
projects is just really amazing,” she said.
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How to stay green this Earth day
Danielle Ojeda
Social Media Manager

For many students at
Our Lady of the Lake University, April is considered
a Holy month of reflection.
Around the world, April is
also remembered as one of
the more greener months.
Earth Day is on April 22, so
here are a few ways you can
help make this month the
greenest and cleanest.
1. Celebrate Earth Day at
Woodlawn Lake
This annual Earth Day
event will take place on Saturday, April 16, from 9:00
a.m.- 2:00 p.m. at Woodlawn Lake Park, 1103 Cincinnati. The community is
invited to learn about the
value and respect we should
give the Earth. A raffle of
thirty bicycles, vegetarian
refreshments, and conservation ideas will be included. Admission for this event
is free, so ride a bike, take
the bus, or carpool with
some friends and celebrate
Earth Day.

2. 2019 Earth Day 5K and
10K run
Run some miles and get
a medal! The third annual
Earth Day 5K and 10K run
is a virtual race that can be
jogged or walked from any
location in San Antonio.
Participants get to run their
race at their own time and
place. Once the miles are
completed (before April 22),
participants are required
to submit their time in exchange for a fiesta medal
that will be shipped directly
to them. In addition, 15%
of every registration will go
to Wild Earth Allies. Registration will be $20.
3. Plant for the next generation migration
April marks the month of
migration in San Antonio,
for the monarch butterflies.
The San Antonio Zoo recently held their annual butterfly festival, and shared
ways college students can
help save the migration.
Laurie Brown, Media Personal for Zoo Education said

“one of the biggest things is
to prohibit the use of pesticides but also plant native
nectar plants and native
milkweed plants”. Students
can keep San Antonio butterfly filled by following
these steps and learning
more on the San Antonio
Monarch Champion City
page.
Mia Sanchez, sophomore
at OLLU, explains how
Earth Day should be celebrated everyday and not
just once a year. “It starts
with using a reusable water bottle everyday, turning off lights when you’re
not using them, and taking
shorter showers. then you
can move up to lessening
your red eat intake, because
the meat industry causes a
lot of harm to our environment.” said Sanchez.
Make our planet green
again.

Quicker tan, longer side affects? Are
UV tanning beds worth the glow?
By Natalie Fazio
Staff Reporter

With summer fast approaching, many students
are trying to figure out
how they are going to get
their summer glow with the
changing Texas weather.
With temperatures ranging
from low 50s to high 80s
from day to day, it is hard
for students to find the
time where it is comfortable to go lounge around
the pool and get some rayHowever, a solution might
be available to more than
most would know about.
Tanning beds are a quick
and efficient way for students to get some of their
color back that was lost in
the winter months. While
tanning beds are easy to
use and cost effective with
student discounts applied,
outcomes are visibly noticeable.
The downside to this
quick fix is that many doctors and physicians have

said that the high powered
and close range UV rays are
bad for natural skin and can
cause irreversible damage.
Therefore telling people,
especially young adults, to
stay away from them.
While knowing the possible risks, one student
at Our Lady of the Lake
University is taking advantage of the easy rays here
in town at a local Palm
Beach Tan. Alyssa Marquez,
freshman, has been tanning
there for about two months
now and is completely
satisfied with her results.
However when asked about
if she was worried about
the risks, Marquez said she
is not too concerned., “I
know that most say that
it is bad for you but the
law requires the stores to
have a 20 minute a day and
you can only go that long
every 24 hours, so I don’t
worry too much because
I am limited to how much
harm I could be put under.”

Marquez said.
With a medical look
into things, OLLU Athletic
Trainer, Alyssa Guerra talks
about the warning she
gives to people who think
about using UV tanning
beds. “I know that it might
just seem like a little bit
of exposure to the harmful
rays but even 10 minutes
in them could run the risk
higher of getting a skin
cancer such as melanoma.”
So whether you would
rather bake in the natural
sun for hours or take your
chances in a quick 20-minute bed tan, doctors and
ritual bed tanners recommend that you use a sunscreen to protect yourself
from the rays and that you
know your body and do not
push your skin until it is
burnt to a crisp.
For more information on
whether or not you think
tanning beds are the best
option for you, you can
visit:

https://palmbeachtan.
com or
https://www.
webmd.com/beauty/
news/20080918/healthytanning-beds-experts-sayno#1
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Movie Review: US (2019) Book Review: National Poetry Month
Christian Chavez
Published in 2018, Kuhn will feel empowered to go
writes that this book is for out and showcase passion
Demons Within Us
It is National Poetry “anyone who aches to feel afterwards.
Editor-In-Chief

Catalina Sanchez
Photography Editor

In the horror film US
(2019) the director, Jordan
Peele, demonstrates how
the demons of our past can
potentially dictate the fate
of our future. When Adelaide (Lupita Nyong’o) and
her family decide to take
one last summer vacation to
Adelaide’s childhood beachfront home, disturbing
memories of her past arise.
After being terrorized by
the family’s doppelgängers
Adelaide’s family realizes it
is kill or be killed. Similar
to Peele’s award winning
film, Get Out (2018), the
director provides contrasting point of views, in this
case: the Tethered and the
originals. Throughout the
film the audience is periodically given information of
Lupita Nyong’o character,
Adelaide, and her past. Given the provided information
Peele allows the audience to
decipher the horrific following events.
In Peele’s previously acclaimed psychological horror film, Get Out (2018), the
audience was consistently
engaged with the film. Unfortunately, in Peele’s film

US (2019) the suspense
was not as suspensefully
affluent. Thus, horror fans
yearning for adrenaline
might not enjoy this particular film as much as Get
Out (2018). Although the
film was indeed clever and
thought-provoking, it was
not heart-attack-inducing
as Get Out (2018) in specific
scare scenes.
In contrast, US (2019)
never seemed to lag. The
film constantly kept the
audience guessing, but had
plot inconsistencies. Due
to the plot inconsistencies
one would have to watch
the movie a second or third
time.
Through unorthodox storytelling Peele suggest that
the main idea of the film
was to signify that we are
our worst enemy. If we do
not combat our inner demons it will eventually consume our lives, which is the
central theme of US (2019).

Organization Of The Month
Saints Production Board
By Gabriel Torres
Staff Reporter

Did you enjoy the free
comedy shows on campus? What about the live
entertainment in the mall
area? If you enjoyed all
those events this semester,
you can thank the Saints
Production Board (SPB).
SPB is the organization
responsible for providing
fun events here on campus.
They go to conventions and
decide what performances
will bring the most enjoyment to the Our Lady of the
Lake community.
Not only are they responsible for performers
coming to campus, but they
also work on the annual

Candlelight Dance at the
end of every fall semester.
Candlelight is anticipated
by many students and has
become a tradition. Almost
every student that attends
OLLU has gone to this
dance at least once.
When looking for a fun
event to attend, take a
look at the emails SPB
sends out. SPB promotes a
variety of events so everybody on campus can have a
good time, and the majority
of the events are free and
open to anyone. Be sure to
attend any event you would
like to see more of so SPB
knows what to bring to
campus in the upcoming
semesters.

Month and to celebrate I
have been sharing a poem a
day in a Facebook and Twitter thread. Reading poetry
has been a huge blessing
in my life and given me an
awareness for social justice
issues. If you hadn’t noticed
yet, throughout my book reviews this semester I have
been hinting at the need for
people to read more poetry.
Therefore it should come
as no shock that I am doing the same for this issue!
Here are three poetry books
I have recently read that
you should definitely add to
your collections:
“Please Don’t Go Before
I Get Better” by Madisen
Kuhn.

understood.” Mixing in visuals throughout she beautifully highlights the urge to
feel accepted.
“Lord of the Butterflies”
by Andrea Gibson.
I pre-ordered Gibson’s
newest book of poetry as
soon as they revealed it online. I have been a fan of
Gibson for years and was
ecstatic when my package
finally arrived, and “Lord
of the Butterflies” did not
dissapoint! Gibson continues to tackle huge themes
such as gender identity,
LGBTQ+ issues, heartbreak
and gun violence in a seamless way. Their poetry is a
call-to-action and ensures
that the reader or listener

“Becoming Coztototl” by
Carolina Hinojosa-Cisneros
This beautiful chapbook
was published last month by
Our Lady of the Lake University’s own first year graduate student in the MA/MFA
Literature, Creative Writing
and Social Justice program,
Carolina Hinojosa-Cisneros.
She effortlessly showcases
what it means to be a Tejana
poet in this collection. Her
imagery is insightful and
her themes are impactful.
She showcases the power to
present such heavy themes
in a lyrical form. Purchasing this chapbook is an absolute necessity for your poetry collection!

Changing lives one toy at a time
OLLU partners up with RAICES
Gerardo Zavala
Staff Reporter

Fate has never been more
unpleasant than for the
families and children whom
spend their days living in
detention centers waiting
for that spark of hope for a
normal life to loom before
them. Through this, children are required to mature
in the harsh elements of
detention centers and are
not given the chance to live
a normal life. They are not
able to play ball, play the
newest video game everyone is talking about or eat
the same food because all
they know is pain, misery
and that life is hard and unforgiving.
That is all going to
change. Partnering up with
RAICES (Refugee and Immigrant Center for Education
and Legal Service), the Our
Lady of the Lake University
Residence Life team has
created a Toy Drive for the
sole purpose of giving to
those immigrant children
that have nothing and create a much happier world
for them. OLLU Residence
Life Coordinator Alex Ruiz
looked into the situation
and acted upon it. “I’m per-

sonally interning right now
with RAICES, and we offer
low cost and free legal aid
to immigrants crossing the
border or just arriving in
the U.S., and most of the
people that come in are actually children,” he said.
Ruiz expressed his pride
of the organization and its
commitment in helping
those in need. “We decided
to sponsor a toy drive called
Día del nino which is April
30 this year, so that way we
can take those gifts to the
bus station and present the
kids with at least something
so they can feel a little more
welcome whenever they get
off the bus and back to a
normal life,” he said.
This event has been built
for the happiness of the children that have none, and
many students are taking a
role in this goal. Sophomore
Tiora Zuniga was moved by
the message of this event,
and wishes to take a part
of the cause. “We should
definitely donate to the less
fortunate. It would make
them feel human again, and
help validate their humanity.” Zuniga and many others have chosen to donate to
this cause for the sole pur-

pose of bringing happiness
to those children whom
have nothing. They chose
to contribute their presents
and gifts to those children
whom have not experienced any joy throughout
their lives. “A child going
through that experience,
you’re not thinking about a
toy, you’re probably thinking something much more,
like their minds are being
forced to mature, but being given a toy, they get to
be a child. They get to hold
onto something that’s sentimental and also appeals to
them,” Zuniga said.
Students in the OLLU
community have the chance
to donate to this cause and
there are many opportunities to do it. “If any students want to donate, they
can donate to the office of
Residence Life at the Lakeview apartments. Just ask for
Alex Ruiz, and I’d be happy
to take any donations,”
Ruiz said. Residence Life
will be accepting toys until
April 26 for any students
who wishes to contribute to
this event.
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San Antonio springs into Fiesta mood
Natalie Fazio
Staff Reporter

As spring is getting into
full swing, another season
has people’s full attention
and excitement here. Fiesta
season is a month-long celebration that locals and commuters to the area long to
get to. With the festivities
starting up at the beginning
of April and lasting towards
the end of the month, people are expecting to have a
full calendar of events that
they can attend day and
night with friends and family in downtown San Antonio.
With many local shops and
universities around the area
supporting and participating in the season, it’s highly
unlikely to not be able to
make it out to at least one
celebration of Fiesta. The
Fiesta Oyster Bake at the
St. Mary’s University campus is the kickoff festivity
starting is on April 12 and
will be celebrating its 103rd
Anniversary this year.
On April 13, Our Lady of
the Lake University hosted
the 5K Confetti Run and

Walk. A free Easter Egg
Hunt and other fun activities followed after the race.
This event benefited OLLU
student scholarships.
“I worked this walk last
year and the entire UWAC
staff works hard to get it
set up and we are constantly working until the morning of which is where we
get to enjoy out hard work
by watching everyone have
fun,” said UWAC employe
and Confetti Walk planner,
Sam Millan.
On April 18, the Fiesta
Carnival opens at the Alamo
Dome Parking Lot C. The
carnival will have wristbands for sale starting at
$22 and ranging to $25.
Fiesta lovers continue to
enjoy the many different
events put on every year.
However, the Battle of the
Flowers parades are one of
the main events of Fiesta
that people look forward to.
The 128th Battle of Flowers
Parade will be on April 26 at
9:30 am.
For the people who want
to work all day and party all
night, on April 23, you can

come out and enjoy A Night
In Old San Antonio. NIOSA
is open to the public in historic downtown San Antonio. This four-night long
celebration will offer food
and drinks to those who are
looking to try something
new with every step they
take. With 15 different
themed areas, Fiesta lovers
can expect to find just about
anything they are looking
for at NIOSA.
“I have been going to Fiesta since I moved and I have
started to go with more and
more friends each year, it
has just been something
that we look forward to going to with a bigger group
each year,” said junior Jose
Lima.
While most people who
are celebrating the events
are locals, tourists can look
for a place to stay on Websites like AirBnB to rest
their heads after a long day
of celebration.
For more information on
all the Fiesta details you
can visit the official Fiesta
event calender online.

Above: The Our Lady of the Lake
University Fiesta medal is available for purchase for $10 at the
campus bookstore.

Below: A map of downtown San
Antonio where Fiesta events will
occur. Photos by Natalie Fazio

How free are the “Wings Up” Summer 2019 tuition grant classes?
Marina Flores
Co-Editor

Heads up, Our Lady of
the Lake University juniors
and seniors: the new Wings
Up Tuition Grant funds 6 –
8 credits of 2019 summer
semester tuition expenses
for junior- and senior-level
undergraduate
students
who have completed a minimum of 30 college credits
combined in previous fall
and spring semesters. This
opportunity would help juniors and seniors take advantage of summer months
and stay on track for graduation.
To be eligible for the
Wings Up tuition grant, a
student must fit all of the
following criteria: A) be
classified as a junior or senior (60+ credit hours) by
the end of spring 2019; B)
have completed 30 credit
hours at OLLU with a grade
of a D- or higher between
fall 2018 and spring 2019;
and C) have enrolled as a

full-time student for fall
2019 unless scheduled to
graduate in summer 2019.
There is no application
process. If a student meets
all the eligibility requirements, the grant should
automatically become available. The grant is awarded
for summer 2019 only,
and any students who are
awarded the grant and do
not use the funds will lose
them. All courses under the
summer grant must be taken at OLLU.
The Wings Up grant funds
registration of up to two
courses (3-6 credit hours);
however, students are responsible for student fees
and costs associated with
courses enrolled in. In addition,
students
must
maintain a current account
balance and resolve any
outstanding holds before
the grant can be applied for
the summer semester registration.

According to Our Lady of
the Lake University’s “Estimating Your College Costs”
flyer, a part-time undergraduate student (1-11
hours) pays approximately
$908 per hour, so the Wings
Up grant would cover the
basic tuition for up to two
summer courses. If a student enrolled themselves
in two summer courses, the
Wings Up grant would fund
a up to $1816 in tuition.
This initial tuition amount
does not include books and
supplies, a general semester fee, a residence hall
activity fee, course laboratory fees, or technology and
library fees. Likewise, resident students must include
estimated fees for room and
board or meal plans. Commuter students must also
include costs for transportation and other personal or
miscellaneous fees.
Despite the cost of other
outside expenses, resident
and commuter students

would tackle two courses
in less than half the time of
a regular sixteen-week semester. If a student takes
summer courses regularly,
one could get ahead 3-6
credit hours every academic year and potentially
graduate up to one or two
semesters early. Still, it is
important that interested
applicants weigh their options and look over finances.
Interested
students

should speak with advisors
before applying to ensure
they are eligible. Please
contact Rosa Rivera-Hainaj,
Ph.D, the Assistant VP of
Academic Affairs, at rhainaj@ollusa.edu with any
questions or concerns about
the Wings Up Summer 2019
Tuition Grant. Students can
also visit www.ollusa.edu/
summergrant for more information about eligibility,
regulations and frequently
asked questions.

