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OLLU community mourns loss of faculty member Steven Wise
Christian Chavez
Editor-In-Chief

Early morning on Jan 28. 
Our Lady of the Lake Uni-
versity faculty and students 
learned of the passing of As-
sociate Professor of Learn-
ing Resources and Refer-
ence/Instruction Librarian 
Steven Wise. Wise had been 
a member of the OLLU com-
munity since 2001.

As reference librarian 
Wise helped thousands of 
students across all three 
OLLU campuses learn how 
to access and evaluate in-
formation for use in aca-
demic research.

In addition to being of 
great service to the student 
body, Wise was very active 
in the OLLU community and 
served in faculty leader-
ship. He had been serving 
as the current Faculty As-
sembly president, served as 
the co-chair of the General 
Education Committee dur-

ing the 2016-2017 school 
year, served as the chair of 
the Faculty Assembly Task-
force on Faculty Evaluations 
between 2013-2016 and 
served as the chair of the 
Faculty Affairs Committee 
in 2013-2014.

In 2013 Wise was rec-
ognized with the Agnes M. 
(Lehman) Gloyna Award for 
Technology Innovation in 
Teaching and Learning for 
his knowledge and skills in 
information literacy that 
benefi ted OLLU students. 
Wise was awarded tenure 
by the OLLU Board of Trust-
ees on Jan. 31 of 2013.

In 2005 Wise was invit-
ed to teach a course in the 
Mexican American Studies 
department which became 
a passion for Wise. Over the 
years he developed several 
courses dealing with Mexi-
can Americans and leader-
ship, law and civil rights. 
Wise also served as an ac-

tive member of OLLU’s cen-
ter for Mexican American 
Studies and Research.

On Jan. 28 the OLLU Com-
munity held a prayer service 
in Sacred Heart Chapel dur-
ing community hour to pray 
for, honor and remember 
Wise. Visitation took place 
Jan. 30 from 6:00 p.m. - 
9:00 p.m. with a rosary at 
7:00 p.m. at Sunset North-
west Funeral Home. Visita-
tion continued Jan. 31 from 
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
before the Mass of the Res-
urrection at Sacred Heart 
Chapel. Following the Mass 
a procession to Resurrec-
tion Cemetery at 11624 
Culebra Road was held.

Please keep Wise’s fam-
ily as well as grieving OLLU 
community members in 
your prayers.

Left: OLLU students and faculty 
members gathered in Sacred Heart 
Chapel Jan. 28 to pray for, honor 
and remember Associate Professor 
of Learning Resources and Refer-
ence/Instruction Librarian Steven 
Wise.

Right: Funeral programs for Ste-
ven Wise. A Mass of the Resur-
rection was held at Sacred Heart 
Chapel Jan. 31 followed by a pro-
cession to Resurrection Cemetery 
at 11624 Culebra Road. 
Photos by Catalina Sanchez
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Goodbye fall, and hello 
spring. What better way 
to kick off a new semester 
than with Club Rush? This 
year’s Club Rush was every-
thing the previous rush in 
fall 2018 wanted to be and 
more. Over one-hundred 
students crammed into the 
auditorium and bounced 
from table to table like 
electrons in search of an 
atom. Prospective students 
seemed driven and enthusi-
astic to find their very own 
niche within the OLLU com-
munity, all while having a 
fun, yet informative time 
provided by several orga-
nizations in attendance. 
Despite this year’s success, 
Club Rush 2019 was not 
without its shortcomings. 
We will explore some of the 
pros and cons of this year’s 

Club Rush, and discuss how 
and where there might be 
room for improvements.

Pros
This year yielded larger 

crowds and an increase in 
student attendance. Last 
semester, inclement weath-
er caused confusion as to 
where and when the event 
took place. Some students 
understood the highly antici-
pated event was canceled or 
rescheduled, whereas oth-
ers thought the event would 
continue outdoors through 
rain or shine. The adver-
tisements for this semester 
achieved better clarity, and 
this improvement showed in 
the turnout and overall par-
ticipation.

The atmosphere was lively 
and enthusiastic. This year 
more clubs left their tables 
to participate and engage 
with neighboring clubs. 
When club members interact 
with others and actively par-
ticipate in the entire func-

Club Rush 
Joshua Davila
Associate Reporter

tionality of Club Rush, the 
transference of enthusi-
asm also flows to the rush-
ing students. 

Despite all the moving 
bodies in the auditorium, 
the room never felt too 
warm or cold. Students 
and organizations seemed 
quite comfortable.

Cons
Unfortunately, the mu-

sic volume took away from 
the overall conversational 
experience. How can eager 
students expect to rush if 
everyone must shout over 
one another? Perhaps the 
volume could have been 
better gauged, all while 
not slowing the event’s 
rhythm or creating awk-
ward silences. 

Indoor Club Rush felt a 
little congested. Although 
most didn’t mind getting a 
little cozy in the auditori-
um, everyone needed some 
elbow room. In addition, 
the weather wasn’t out of 

“It might be a bit difficult 
to measure the success of 
club rush since I can’t re-
ally estimate the amount of 
people who actually went. 
But judging by how packed 
club rush was when I went I 
think it’s safe to say it was 
very successful. Plus, there 
might have been people who 
weren’t able to attend that 
wanted to, so I think that 
adds to the success of it.”

- Gerson Gutierez

The Saints Say
Would you say the spring club rush 

was a success? 

control, so an outdoor at-
mosphere could have allevi-
ated the concerns of noise 
as well as facilitate easier 
movement of crowds. 

Still, some additional 
events or activities might 
have elevated overall en-
gagement levels. Only one 
club offered a kick game of 
soccer. Where are the carni-
val style games and the face 
painting? While an indoor 
rush limited physical space, 
students and clubs might 
have preferred a more open 
area to offer games and oth-
er forms of entertainment.

Overall, OLLU’s Spring 
2019 Club Rush was re-
freshing and memorable. 
Clubs gained new and inter-
ested members for the next 
academic year. Hopefully 
Club Rush left students 
motivated for the upcom-
ing semesters, especially 
in participation with new 
friends and colleagues.

“Unfortunately my orga-
nization didn’t participate 
in club rush this semester, 
but we still got the word 
around and we currently 
have 10 members not in-
cluding myself.”

- Diana Zuniga

“Club rush was great! 
I enjoyed it so much! I 
wasn’t able to attend last 
semester, so going this 
semester was exciting for 
me. I didn’t expect to see 
so many clubs!”

-Marinela B. Hernández 

“It was a very success-
ful turn out. My team this 
year wants to push a lot 
on campus vibrancy and 
involvement with students 
and seeing our students 
attend club rush is a step 
forward.”

- Joseph Vasquez 

“As a student organiza-
tion president I would 
definitely say a lot of time 
went into preparing for 
club rush from every RSO 
and I definitely would say 
it was a success! It was fun 
getting to share my passion 
for my organization with 
other students and even-
tually have 19 students 
interested sign up!”

- Christian Chavez
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Erica’s Exposition
Who pays the tab on Valentine’s Day?

By Erica Guevara

Staff Reporter
ejguevara17sp@ollusa.edu

Do you have a hot date 
this Valentine’s Day? Typi-
cally Valentine’s Day is 
where two people share a 
romantic date with one an-
other, but do they share the 
bill? Who should pay the tab 
at the end of the date?

Tamarea Session, an Our 
Lady of the Lake Univer-
sity senior studying mari-
tal and family therapy said 
“people go on dates to meet 
new people to eventually 
get in a relationship with 
that person, or to get out of 

their comfort zone. When 
it comes to the bill, I would 
say maybe equally between 
the two, unless one person 
said they wanted to pay for 
the meal. Or, the person 
that asked their date out 
should pay. It does not hurt 
to help out your fellow date. 
The person that asked the 
other individual out on the 
date might want to pay.”

Our Lady of the Lake Uni-
versity student Brian Ber-
nal said “The gentleman 
should pay the bill because 
it has always been a tradi-
tion where the man should 

always pay for dinner, es-
pecially on Valentine’s Day. 
It is what men are taught to 
do in todays society.”

University of Texas at San 
Antonio graduate Mia Mar-
tinez said “I know we grow 
up with the norms on how 
the man is supposed to pay, 
but there are also circum-
stances where some college 
students cannot pay. Usual-
ly what my parents tell me 
is to go half and half.”

Session explained the 
most common type of dates 
and times. Session said 
“The common Valentine’s 

date would be a dinner or 
movie date, usually around 
six or seven in the evening.”

Session ended by explain-
ing that when it comes to 
dating there are no limits 
to love. “Everyone has a 
chance of meeting a po-
tential date every day, ev-
ery second, every minute. 
There is endless possibili-
ties when it comes to dat-
ing. Just take it a pace at a 
time,” she said.

Santiago Says
Students & coffee shops: A mach made in heaven

By Santiago Reyes

Staff Reporter
sreyes17sp@ollusa.edu

Our Lady of the Lake stu-
dents have the luxury of 
being in close proximity 
to downtown San Antonio 

where you can find several 
popular coffee shops known 
to university students. San 
Antonio is home to many 

coffee shops, roughly one 
every four miles within the 
downtown area.

University of Texas at 
San Antonio student Ste-
fan Palasios can be found 
spending time at Rosella 
Coffee Company.

Despite there being closer 
coffee shops near UTSA, 
Palasios is willing to drive 
across town for a good cup 
of joe. “Coffee shops are a 
valuable part of our commu-
nity because they are a good 

place to study, read and re-
lax,” Palasios said.

We have all been there, 
studying long hours   and 
puling ‘all nighters’. Here 
are some of the coffee hot 
spots in San Antonio stu-
dents go to for their caf-
feine needs.

Some of the more popular 
coffee shops for students 
are White Elephant Coffee 
Company, Rosella Coffee 
Company and Bakery Lor-
raine.

Rosella’s Coffee shops 
General Manager Vanessa 
Sanchez understands coffee 
shops are an attraction for 
students.  “There is a lot of 
caffeine and work space and 
also the WiFi thing, it helps 
not being home and around 
other people who are stu-
dents too,” Sanchez said.

Christian’s Corner
New year, new design for The Lake Front

By Christian Chavez

Editor-In-Chief
ctchavez17fl@ollusa.edu

Welcome back students 
and staff to a brand new 
semester! With every new 
year comes a resolution and 
mine is to be more positive 
and excited for this upcom-
ing semester! 

In case you haven’t no-
ticed The Lake Front has re-
ceived a redesign that I am 
beyond proud of. 

First the cover now in-
cludes a lead story instead 
of just an image and quotes. 

The highlights bar has 
moved to the bottom of the 
cover page and has changed 
from black to a blue color to 
represent school spirit from 
our staff. I’m also excited 
to have added an editorial 
on page two and I hope to 
make staff columns like this 
a big hit this semester! 

Another change we have 
made is adding news from 
the Rio Grande Valley and 
Houston Our Lady of the 
Lady University campuses. 
We as a staff realized the 
significance behind sharing 
news from all of the OLLU 

campuses and are excited to 
have added this feature.

The order of pages has 
also changed so you can 
find news from pages four 
to seven, arts and sports 
features from pages eight to 
nine and lifestyle features 
from pages 10 to 12.

Also we added captions 
to pictures, because what 
good is an image if you don’t 
know what’s going on.

If you remember back to 
my October column when 
I originally took the edi-
tor-in-chief position I love 
changing things up. As a bi-

ology major I realize the im-
portance of adapting to new 
situations and scenarios, 
and The Lake Front really 
hasn’t received a significant 
redesign since 2014!

We are also working to 
add more ideas, artwork 
and submissions from the 
student body. We once again 
have a brand new staff and 
so far each person is excel-
ling in their position. Be 
sure to follow our facebook 
page, twitter and instagram 
to share your input with The 
Lake Front Newspaper staff!
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OLLU ranked 19th in online colleges for counseling
Erica Guevara
Staff Reporter

OLLU offers a completely 
online formatted degree for 
a Master’s degree of educa-
tion in school counseling. 
This program is designed to 
enable students to become 
an effective and infl uential 
school counselor or more 
at the primary and second-
ary levels. According to the 
website the rankings were 
based off of tuition rates 
and salary potential. These 
factors helped determine 
the schools that were offer-
ing the best value for their 
students. 

Jennifer Vega, future 
M.Ed School Counselor from 
El Paso, Texas is currently 
enrolled in the program, “It 
is great! The pros are that 
I can make my own study 
hours and I can take courses 
where I want without hav-
ing to relocate my family. 
Also, I am able to get my de-
gree from OLLU and skip the 

weekly commute, like some 
other colleges. Another pro 
is that I am only an exam 
and internship away from 
being a licensed practic-
ing counselor after fi nish-
ing the program for school 
counseling,” Vega said.

Our Lady of the Lake Uni-
versity offers three spe-
cializations for their online 
master of arts in counseling 
program. Vega found the 
OLLU program through on-
line research, “[looking] up 
every program in Texas that 
had online courses in school 
counseling or LPC”.

The fi rst specialization is 
School Counseling, which 
requires 48 credits. This 
specialization “helps stu-
dents of all ages get the 
most out of their education 
by assessing and fi nding so-
lutions to common behav-
ioral and learning problems, 
promoting psychological 
health, and implementing 
effective career develop-

Guidetoonlineschools.com ranked 
OLLU No. 19 among top online col-
leges for school counseling. Photo by 

Erica Guevara
ment planning”.

The second specialization 
is Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling, which requires 
60 credits. According to 
the OLLU website, this 
specialization seeks out to 
“become a clinical mental 
health counselor and sup-
port clients of all ages and 
cultures as they overcome 
their emotional health chal-
lenges. [Students will be] 
prepared to work in govern-
ment and non-government 
facilities, private practice, 
inpatient or outpatient 
agencies and community or-
ganizations”.  

The third specialization 
is Clinical Rehabilitation 
Counseling, which also 
requires 60 credits. This 
specialization seeks to “im-
prove the lives of vulnerable 
populations such as the el-
derly, veterans, those suf-
fering from chronic illness 
and disability, and recover-
ing addicts. [Students will] 

gain the skills to help con-
nect them with employment 
opportunities and more”.

With the program being 
online Vega is able to bal-
ance her life with school-
work. “‘The counselors only 
enroll you in two classes per 
semester, so it is not too 
stressful. As for classes, 
the program is 100% on-
line, it is all about me mak-
ing time,” Vega said. “I am 
able to work on things at 
any time and that makes it 
easier to balance my work, 
home, and school respon-
sibilities. The faculty and 
staff are very supportive 
as well. They make sure to 
check in with you and are 
so helpful. I cannot imagine 
what it is like on campus be-
cause it is amazing online. 
These professors must be 
saints!”

The OLLU website also 
states: “No matter which 
specialization you choose, 
you’ll graduate ready to 

apply for certifi cation and 
prepared to care for the 
people who need you most. 
All three specializations in-
clude practicum and intern-
ship requirements, ensur-
ing you learn in real-world 
settings.”

OLLU and Incarnate Word hosted 
a special event to commemo-
rate Henrietta Lacks during this 
Dreamweek. The event focussed 
on Rebecca Skloot’s 2010 novel 
entitled “The Immortal Life of 
Henrietta Lacks” which was read 
in some classes throughout the fall 
semester. Photos by Gabriel Torres

OLLU Provost recognized 
for advancing MLK dream
Gabriel Torres
Staff Reporter

On Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day Our Lady of the Lake’s 
very own Provost Dr. Mar-
cheta Evans was recognized 
for all the hard work she has 
put into the community. 

Evans, the former chair 
member to the Martin Lu-
ther King Committee was 
recognized for advancing 

MLK’s dream. During her 
time as committee chair Dr. 
Evans raised over $200,000 
for graduating seniors in 
Bexar county. 

Dr. Evans currently 
serves as the chair of the 
Cultural Center’s Develop-
ment Board as well as help-
ing with fi nancially and ad-
visory support to the Carver 
Community Cultural Center.

Dr. Marcheta Evans is pictured 
after being recognized for her 
dedication to keeping the MLK 
dream alive. Dr. Evans raised over 
$200,000 for graduating seniors 

in Bexar County and currently 
serves as the chair of the Cultural 
Center’s Development Board. Con-

tributed Photo

OLLU honors Henrietta Lacks
Gabriel Torres
Staff Reporter

This  past dreamweek 
Our Lady of the Lake and 
University of the Incarnate 
Word hosted a special event 
to commemorate Henrietta 
Lacks. Lacks was a mother 
of fi ve diagnosed with cer-
vical cancer who went for 
a surgery to remove the tu-
mor from her cervices. Doc-
tors then sent her cells to 
a research lab without her 
knowledge and consent, and 
the cells continuing grow-

ing instead of dying. Her 
cells, commonly referred 
to as HeLa cells have made 
medical breakthroughs in 
the study of herpes, leuke-
mia, infl uenza, hemophilia, 
Parkinson’s disease and 
more illnesses.

The Dreamweek event 
focused on the 2010 novel 
“The Immortal Life of Hen-
rietta Lacks” written by 
freelance science writer 
Rebecca Skloot. The novel 

focused on Lacks family 
and what they have been 
through after Lacks 1951 
death.

McNair Scholar Love Ro-
driguez attended the event. 
“I loved the speakers. I read 
the book and I loved it. I 
think more people need to 
read the book and really lis-
ten to the story,” Rodriguez 
said.
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What’s happening beyond OLLU San Antonio
Christian Chavez
Editor-In-Chief

Our Lady of the Lake Uni-
versity is most known for 

it’s main campus in San 
Antonio, however the Uni-
versity also has two more 
locations in Houston and 
La Feria in addition to on-

line programs. Throughout 
this semester Lake Front 
News will provide events 
and happenings at both lo-
cations to highlight OLLU’s 

missions of ensuring qual-
ity, innovative undergradu-
ate and graduate learning 
experiences as a University, 
fostering spiritual, person-

al and professional growth 
and preparing students for 
success and continued ser-
vice. 

Houston campus hosts multiple events to spring into the semester
Christian Chavez
Editor-In-Chief

Our Lady of the Lake Uni-
versity’s Houston campus 
offers evening and weekend 
programs to cater to those 
needing more fl exibility 
than a traditional college 
schedule permits. With an 
emphasis on evening and 
weekend courses the Hous-
ton campus offers several 
bachelor’s and master’s 
programs as well as a doc-
toral degree option in lead-
ership studies.

This semester the Hous-
ton campus kicked off the 
Spring semester with two 
major events. On Jan. 26 
the Fall 2018 Delta Mu Del-
ta Business Honor Society 

Induction was held. Emceed 
by Dr. Tricia Phillips, three 
students “were inducted 
for their high academic 
achievement,” student suc-
cess coordinator Joel Pear-
son said. The students were 
Shabana Budhawani (BBA, 
MGMT), Wayland Squier 
(BBA, MGMT) and Sana Ali 
(MBA).

On Jan. 25 OLLU Houston 
“hosted high schools from 
Spring, Klein and Alien 
ISD and Harmony Science 
Academy. Students enjoyed 
presentations from Lone 
Star College - University 
Park (Physics), Prairie View 
A&amp;M University (En-
gineering), Klein ISD (Land 
Surveying and GIS), Aldine 
ISD (Aeorspace Engineering) 

and Siemens (Oil and Gas). 
Students also enjoyed dem-
onstrations on robotics and 
bridge tensile strength,” 
Pearson said. “The event 
also included a college and 
university showcase that 
included OLLU Houston, 
Prairie View A&M Univer-
sity, Lone Star College - 
University Park, College 
of Health Care Professions 
and the College of Inter-
active Technology.” This 
event was part of ‘Passport 
to Your Future,’ established 
by the Houston Northwest 
Chamber of Commerce that 
exposes secondary students 
to colleges, universities and 
professional industries.

OLLU Houston students Shabana 
Budhawani, Sana Ali and Way-
land Squier were inducted into the    

Delta Mu Delta business honor 
society Jan. 26 for their high aca-
demic achievement. Contributed Photo

La Feria campus provides fl exible opportunities 
Christian Chavez
Editor-In-Chief

Located in La Feria, Texas 
the Our Lady of the Lake 
University Rio Grande Val-
ley campus offers bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees as 
well as a doctoral degree in 
leadership studies. The Rio 
Grand Valley campus offers 
traditional weekday courses 
as well as a weekend for-
mat to cater to those need-
ing more fl exibility than a 
traditional college schedule 
permits.

Bachelor’s degrees of-
fered include criminology, 
criminal justice, psychol-
ogy and social work. Mas-
ter’s and doctoral degree 
programs include organi-

zational leadership, social 
work and leadership stud-
ies. Online programs in 
business administration, 
school counseling, informa-
tion systems and security 
and nonprofi t management 
are also available.

On Feb. 5 the campus 
hosted an ice cream social 
in the student lounge for 
students in the criminal 
justice and psychology pro-
grams. 

The RGV campus will be 
holding multiple info ses-
sions throughout this se-
mester including one Feb. 
12 from 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 
p.m. and the second Feb. 
23 from 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 
a.m.

For those interested in 

pursuing a graduate degree 
from OLLU Rio Grande Val-
ley, the university requires 
a grade point average of 
2.50, application, $40 fee, 
offi cial transcript, letters of 
recommendation, resume, 
personal statement, sub-
mission of additional cre-
dentials and scores on the 
Miller Analogies Test must 
be submitted to the offi ce of 
admissions.

For those interested in re-
ceiving additional updates 
from the OLLU Rio Grande 
Valley campus located in La 
Feria, Texas be sure to like 
and follow the campuses 
Facebook page OLLU RGV. 

OLLU’s Rio Grande Valley campus 
is located in La Feria, Texas and 
provides fl exibility for students to 

earn a bachelor’s, master’s or doc-
toral degree through nontradition-
al schedules. Contributed Photo

OLLU Houston hosted the ‘Passport 
to Your Future’ event Jan. 25 Stu-
dents enjoyed demontrations from 
various colleges, universities and 
professional fi elds. Admissions 
Counselors Rachelle Compton and 
Angela Frierson pose for a quick 
picture at the event while promot-
ing OLLU Houston. Contributed Photos
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Saints rally for women empowerment
Danielle Ojeda
Social Media & Marketing Manager

Late Jan. Our Lady of the 
Lake University students 
participated in a move-
ment that was exercised all 
across the United States. 
The 2019 Women’s March 
gave individuals the oppor-
tunity to protest for female 
empowermeny, economic 
rights and equality.

The rally began at 11:00 
a.m. Saturday, Jan. 19 on 

W Commerce St. Festivities 
included speeches by com-
munity leaders and poetry 
performances followed by 
a half marathon march in 
front of San Fernando’s Ca-
thedral.

OLLU freshmen and sis-
ters Gabriella and Emma 
Ramos felt it was important 
to take part in the march. 
“I support all women...It is 
important to show support 
and love. It is all about uni-
ty and power so the more 

Women and men gathered around 
San Antonio Saturday Jan. 19 to 
rally for female empowerment and 

gender equality during the third 
annual Women’s March. Photo by 
Danielle Ojeda

women there are the more 
power,” Emma Ramos said.

When asked if they have 
participated in a simi-
lar march before both ex-
plained how they have been 
attending the Martin Luther 
King Jr. march for eighteen 
years and this was their 
second participating in the 
women’s march.

In this year’s march the 
sisters joined fellow saints 
to share and support what 
it means to fight like a girl.

Providence Leadership Program provides growth in service
Christian Chavez
Editor-In-Chief

Starting Friday Feb. 8 Our 
Lady of the Lake University 
students have the opportu-
nity to partake in the Provi-
dence Leadership Program 
and meet other OLLU stu-
dents who share similar val-
ues, desire to grow spiritu-
ally and build a community 
of learners with a focus on 
service to others.

“The Providence Leader-
ship Program is a program 
that places a very heavy 
emphasis on everyones call 
through baptism. In bap-
tism we were all called to 
respond to a call to holi-
ness, to growing spiritually 
and a call to build commu-
nity and be a part of a com-
munity, and to be of service 
to others. So because of 
that call through baptism in 
the program we place a very 
heavy emphasis on explain-
ing what that call is,” Sister 
of Divine Providence Gloria 
Ann Fiedler said.

Students in the program 
participates in five ses-
sions throughout the se-
mester each meeting on a 
Friday from 3:30-5:00. The 
spring session begins this 
Friday with an orientation 
that focuses on CDP history 
and heritage. On Feb. 22 
the baptismal call session 
takes place, followed by 
the March 8 CDP charism & 
spirituality session, March 
29 personal & liturgical 
prayer and April 5 personal 
reflection session.

One of the sessions in-
cludes a renewal of your 
baptism. In another session 
“Four of our sisters come in 

and they each share our four 
virtues, poverty, simplicity, 
charity and abondonment 
to divine providence. These 
are the four virtues our 
founder Father Moye gave 
to us and said to us if you 
live out these virtues you 
will be living the charism of 
God, and they love to hear 
the sisters share their ex-
periences,” Sister Fiedler 
said.

Upon successful comple-
tion of the program students 
submit personal reflections 
and have the opportunity to 
become a CDP Young Adult 
Associate.

“We recommend that stu-
dents attend all five ses-
sions. That’s what enables 
them to becoming an as-
sociate. But what we have 
done if they have to miss a 
session, I have done some 
makeup sessions when it is 
possible to meet with the 
student. When it is a bap-
tismal session that needs to 
be done in a group, so the 
student can come in next 
semester for that one ses-
sion,” Sister Fiedler said.

After finishing the five 
sessions students have the 
formation needed to con-
sider becoming an associate 
of the CDP. A young adult 
associate continues grow-
ing spiritually and respond-
ing to the call of baptism 
despite finishing the provi-
dence leadership program. 
“They light up like-could we 
really do this, and I say yes 
you have that option now. 
We give you every oppor-
tunity to keep immersing 
in that spirituality.” Sister 
Fiedler said.

The program puts heavy 
emphasis on service which 
Sister Fiedler feels is “cru-
cially important. This is the 
message throughout the 
entire Gospel, to be of ser-
vice to others. It was truly 
God speaking through our 
founder to call all of these 
sisters into service, and 
that service would be to 
bring the message of Gods 
providence throughout the 
entire world,” she said. 
She followed up by stating 
the main mission of service 
is to outreach to the poor. 
“Our sisters and associates 
believed the best way to 
reach out to the poor is pro-
vide an education for them. 
That’s the reason for OLLU 
and Providence High School 
and the many schools we 
have founded, and now 
the sisters are in the field 
of education through many 
kinds of ways. Service is the 
response to the Gospel mes-
sage,” she said.

Sister Gloria Ann looks 
forward to continuing this 
program at OLLU this se-
mester. “OLLU students are 
just like cream of the crop. 
I’ve worked at so many sec-
ular universities and OLLU 
is the best university I’ve 
ever worked with because 
we are able to tap into the 
spiritual dimension with 
the students. I want to con-
tinue this program for as 
long as its possible for me 
to do it. I am the one who 
benefits from seeing the joy 
in the faces of the students. 
The joyful outcome of this 
has changed many of their 
lives. One student told me 
he had a transformation 

experience and it changed 
his life, and that has been 
true for many of them, they 
say things like we came to 
a Catholic university and 
want to receive something 
that helps us spiritually. 
We want to understand our 
Catholic faith better and re-
spond to it better because 
we have a better knowl-
edge of it. That’s gratifying 
to me. I have worked with 
young adults for many years 
of my life. The young adults 
are full of life and energy 
and spontaneity. They have 
it! It’s a great joy for me to 
be able to work with them.

According to Sister 
Fiedler and “Providential 
Moments,” a book published 
to celebrate the 150th an-
niversary of the CDP, many 
students have enjoyed and 
learned from the program.

“Being in the Providence 
Leadership Program has 
taught me humility. The 
Providence Leadership Pro-

gram has taught me to think 
differently,” Sarah Nino 
said.

“The Program has taught 
and reassured me in my 
faith. I have gained amaz-
ing new friends, friends 
in Christ,” Susan Aguilera 
said.

“I have made new friends 
and connections through 
my journey in this program. 
Becoming acquainted with 
Sisters of Divine Providence 
and developing lasting 
friendships with my peers 
of the same faith is an ulti-
mate blessing for me,” Mi-
chelle Davis said.

If you are interested in 
joining the Providence 
Leadership Program contact 
Sister Gloria Ann Fiedler at 
gfiedler@cdptexas.org or 
call or text 210-854-0837 
or contact Jackie Walter 
at jlwalter@ollusa.edu or 
210-313-0839.

If you are interested in signing up 
to participate in the Providence 
Leadership Program contact Sister 

Gloria Ann Fiedler or Jackie Walter 
at the email and cell phone listed 
below. Photo by Christian Chavez
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OLLU students honor MLK by attending March
Jeremy Falkner
Head Reporter

The Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. annual march in 
San Antonio kicked off at 
10:00 a.m. on Monday, 
Jan. 21, from the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Academy on 
the city’s east side. It is es-
timated that approximately 
300,000 marchers gath-
ered to celebrate the legacy 
left behind by the great Dr. 
King Jr. making San Anto-
nio’s MLK Day march the 
largest in the country.

Amongst the masses were 
many of Our Lady of the 
Lake University students 
and faculty alongside the 

Sisters of Divine Providence 
with signs showing peace 
and quotes from the late 
Dr. King. Senior Victoria 
Espinosa said, “I think it is 
important to remember him 
because he fought so hard 
for us not to be divided and 
for unity.”

Led by senior Sarah Re-
sendez, the student director 
of programming and fresh-
man Jasmin Huerta, student 
director of projects; the two 
made it simple and orga-
nized for all OLLU students 
and faculty to participate 
in the event. Resendez said 
it is important for OLLU 
to participate in the event 
because it is good to walk 

among other people and for 
a purpose, but also to share 
the experiences with other 
students of the university. 
Senior  Kayla Rodulfo came 
out to the march Monday, 
“to see the significant im-
pact Dr. King had on the 
country even now over 50 
years later, so I felt it was 
really important to see that 
lasting impact and for me to 
experience that,” Rodulfo 
said.

The annual MLK march is a 
march of remembrance and 
to continue passing down 
the history of Dr. King Jr. 
generation after genera-
tion, celebrating all he did 
for civil rights and what his 

legacy continues to do for 
the country’s civil rights 
movement. Director of the 
Center for Women in Church 
and Society Jackie Walter 
said, “it is so important to 
continue  the dream he had 
for our country, but we 
still have many issues that 
still need to be addressed. 
Change has happened but 
inequality, racism, and 
women’s  rights; we still 
have a ways to go, so we 
honor him today to keep the 
dream alive.”

The march continues to 
give those a voice against 
social oppression and in-
justices in a peaceful way, 
the Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr. way. Sister Joyce M. 
Jilek of the Sisters of Divine 
Providence feels it is impor-
tant to  celebrate Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. in order 
“to show our unity against 
injustice and the fact that 
people are the same no mat-
ter what the color  of their 
skin is.”

The 2.7-mile march end-
ed at Pittman-Sullivan park 
where there was an array 
of vendors, public health 
services, and a stage filled 
with musical guests and 
speakers; giving the crowd 
an opportunity to mingle 
among each other; the way 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
had envisioned. 

A group of OLLU students and fac-
ulty gather around to pose for a 
quick picture after marching at the 

Jan. 21 MLK March across San An-
tonio to commemorate Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Photo by Jeremy Falkner

Students at OLLU participated 
along with 300,000 others in the 
Jan. 21 MLK March across San An-

tonio to honor Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Photo by Jeremy Falkner

A group of OLLU students raise 
their flags high at the Jan. 21 MLK 
march.  Photo by Jeremy Falkner

Staff member joins business journal
Gabriel Torres
Staff Reporter

Our Lady of the Lake Uni-
versity’s very own Assis-
tant Professor of Marketing 
Adriana Garcia is being fea-
tured in San Antonio Busi-
ness Journal’s list of female 
leaders. She will also be 
able to provide mentorship 
through its ‘Mentor Mon-
day’ program. According to 

Garcia this program is open 
to everybody and welcomes 
any students to attend. 
The program allows profes-
sionals to make new con-
nections and expand their 
knowledge of their profes-
sion.

The Business Journal is 
a resource that members 
have access to and helps 
keep track of business own-

The Saints Production Board 
is presenting the Laughin’ At The 
Lake Comedy Series. The event is 
free and open to all students. 21+ 
drinks are available with a valid 
ID. Photo contributed by The Saints Produc-

tion Board 

Looking for a laugh?
Gabriel Torres
Staff Reporter

Looking for a way to start 
the semester off with free 
laughs, smiles and wine? 
The Saints Productions 
Board is hosting the Laugh-
in’ At The Lake Comedy Se-
ries this spring semester. 
This event is free to the Our 
Lady of the Lake Univer-
sity community and invites 
comedians to perform live 
for students and staff win 
PWSR at 7:00 p.m. Upcom-
ing performances include 
actor and comedian Jesus 
Trejo on April 1 and Chicago 
comedian T. Murph on Feb. 
4. On Jan. 28 fourth place 
finisher of Season 13 of 
America’s Got Talent Samu-
el Comroe performed.

ers. It also offers a list of 
top employers and other in-
formation. There is a jour-
nal in each state and each 
journal is city specific.

Garcia has been with OLLU 
for over 10 years. She has a 
total of three degrees cover-
ing all fields of communica-
tion such as Photography, 
Journalism, and Advertis-
ing. Garcia was honored to 
be nominated into the SABJ. 
Garcia joined the business 
field because she believed 
business can make a differ-
ence in a community. 

OLLU staff member Adriana Gar-
cia has been with OLLU for over 10 
years and is being featured in the 
San Antonio Business Journals list 
of female leaders. Photo by Gabriel Tor-

res
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Miki Romain is the Ath-
lete of the Month. Romain 
participated in the OCU 
Open sponsored by Central 
Oklahoma University last 
week. She placed third in 
the 60m hurdles with a 
time of 9.20. She also ran 
the 60m dash with a time 
of 8.31 for 12th place. 
With her time in the hur-
dles, Romain has qualified 
for the NAIA indoor meet. 

Photo and Information Courtesy of Sports Information Office

Athlete Of The Month 

Saints score big in games and class
Gabriel Torres
Staff Reporter

The Our Lady of the Lake 
University student athletes 
haven’t just been putting 
in hard work on the field or 
court, but also their school 
work. Six teams had a com-

bined grade point average 
over 3.0 with women’s soc-
cer having the highest aver-
age at 3.357. 53 athletes 
in total had a GPA between 
3.0-3.49, with baseball 
scoring 12 of those spots. 
Another 51 athletes have 

February 
Sports Home Schedules

Baseball
Friday, February 8

Baseball v. Sterling College @ 
12:00 p.m. (Missions Baseball 
Academy)

Baseball v. Sterling College 
Game 2 @ (Missions Baseball 
Academy)

Saturday, February 9
Baseball v. Sterling College @ 

12:00 p.m. (Missions Baseball 
Academy)

Baseball v. Sterling College 
Game 2 @ (Missions Baseball 
Academy)

Friday, February 15
Baseball v. Panhandle State 

University @ 1:00 p.m. (Missions 
Baseball Academy)

Baseball v. Panhandle State 
University Game 2 @ (Missions 
Baseball Academy)

Saturday, February 16
Baseball v. Panhandle State 

University @ 1:00 p.m. (Missions 
Baseball Academy)

Baseball v. Panhandle State 
University Game 2 @ (Missions 
Baseball Academy)

Thursday, February 21
Baseball v. TBA @ 6:00 p.m. 

(Missions Baseball Academy)

Friday, February 22
Baseball v. Midland University 

@ 4:00 p.m. (Missions Baseball 
Academy)

Baseball v. Midland University 
Game 2 @ (Missions Baseball 
Academy)

Saturday, February 23
Baseball v. Midland University 

@ 4:00 p.m. (Missions Baseball 
Academy)

Baseball v. Midland University 
Game 2 @ (Missions Baseball 
Academy)

Tuesday, February 26
Baseball v. Texas A&M Inter-

national University @ 4:00 p.m. 
(Missions Baseball Academy)

Baseball v. Texas A&M Inter-
national University Game 2 @ 
(Missions Baseball Academy)

Basketball
Saturday, February 16

Women’s Baketball v. Univer-
sity of the Southwest @ 2:00 p.m. 
(Mabee Gymnasium)

Men’s Basketball v. University 
of the Southwest @ 4:00 p.m. 
(Mabee Gymnasium)

Thursday, February 21
Women’s Baketball v.Wiley 

College @ 5:30 p.m. (Mabee 
Gymnasium)

Men’s Baketball v. Wiley 
College @ 7:30 p.m. (Mabee 
Gymnasium)

Saturday, February 23
Women’s Baketball v.Jarvis 

Christian College @ 2:00 p.m. 
(Mabee Gymnasium)

Men’s Baketball v. Jarvis Chris-
tian College @ 4:00 p.m. (Mabee 
Gymnasium)

Golf
Monday, March 4

Men’s Golf @ San Antonio 
Shootout (TPC San Antonio Oaks 
and Canyon Courses)

Tuesday, March 5
Men’s Golf @ San Antonio Sho-

outout (TPC San Antonio Oaks and 
Canyon Courses)

Softball
Saturday, February 16

Softball v. Southwestern 
University @ 1:00 p.m. (OLLU 
Softball Field)

Softball v. Southwestern Uni-
versity Game 2 @ (OLLU Softball 
Field)

Friday, February 22
Softball v. Huston-Tillotson 

University @ 2:00 p.m. (OLLU 
Softball Field)

Softball v. Southwestern Uni-
versity Game 2 @ (OLLU Softball 
Field)

Saturday, February 23
Softball v. Huston-Tillotson 

University @ 2:00 p.m. (OLLU 
Softball Field)

a GPA between 3.5-3.99 
with 11 being women’s soc-
cer players. And 15 athletes 
have a 4.0 GPA with base-
ball, men’s soccer and golf 
tied with three student ath-
letes each.

Saints baseball season begins
Natalie Fazio
Staff Reporter

The Our Lady of the Lake 
University Saints baseball 
team has been preparing 
both themselves and their 
home field for the first game 
on Friday, Jan. 25.

The Saints have been in 
offseason training since 
early August. When asked 
what he looks forward to, 
Sophomore Infielder Ryan 
Chapa said “I think we all 
have the mindset that we 
want to have a better sea-
son than last year and get 
first in conference.”

The Saints have not only 
been working on their 
skills on the field and in 

the weight room, but they 
have been preparing the 
field itself for the long sea-
son ahead. With a 23 home 
game streak, the team 
wants to make sure that all 
parts of the field can with-
stand the wear and tear of 
the game.“We have to put 
in a lot of maintenance on 
the field including replac-
ing the windscreens so that 
they hold tight the whole 
season, to replacing the 
turf on the main pitcher’s 
mound on the field and the 
mounds in both bullpens,” 
Chapa said.

The Saints play Sterling 
College in a three game se-
ries starting at 12:00 p.m. 

Feb. 8 at Missions Baseball 
Academy. Game two will 
take place 30 minutes after 
game one and game three 
begin Feb. 9 at 12:00 p.m.

The Saints played four 
games against Central 
Methodist University. On 
Feb. 1 the team lost 7-0 dur-
ing game one while beating 
CMU 2-1 in game two. Re-
sults of the double header 
against CMU were unavail-
able at press time.

The Saints opened their 
season with a three game 
series against the Univer-
isty of Arts and Sciences of 
Oklahoma. The team lost 
the series 7-4, 6-3 and 4-1.

Missions Baseball Academy located 
at 5707 State Highway 15, San 
Antonio, TX is the home field the 
Saints baseball team competes at.

Left: Saints baseball players warm 
up during a practice. In addition to 
preparing themselves for the 2019 
season the team also worked on 
maintenance of their field.

Right: A saints baseball player pre-
pares to throw the ball to another 
teammate during a practice.
Photos by Natalie Fazio
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Lake Front News is accepting your artwork and poems!
Christian Chavez
Editor-In-Chief

 Are you interested in 

sharing your artwork or 
poem for display in The 
Lake Front university news-

paper? Lake Front News is 
currently accepting submis-
sions of poems, artwork, 

Left: Artwork submitted by 
Laurynn Cano

Below: Still Life & Eucharist 
submitted by Lilizareth Norena

If only I wasn’t stuck
Julia Contreras
Poetry Submission

I‘m stuck between my 
spiritual beliefs and my 
pride for my country—my 
world and war,

asking how I can change, 
when the guns are still 

there, and other countries
will attack or will not let 

their guard down, even to 
communicate

Almost 6 billion is spent 
every year to keep the mili-
tary wheels turning

never stopping and think-
ing where else this money 

could go
what wonders can be 

bought for those who need 
to be fed,

clothed, given shelter or 
to comfort the biblically 
sick.

If only I wasn’t stuck be-
tween my beliefs and pride.

stories and other new ideas 
to add to the University 
newspaper. Email your sub-

missions to lakefront@ollu-
sa.edu to be considered for 
publication!
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Gather your favorite singles for the perfect plural Galentine’s Day
Local events to celebrate
Danielle Ojeda
Social Media & Marketing Manager

Who said Valentine’s Day 
should only be spent with a 
significant other? Planning 
your ladies only date in San 
Antonio makes finding cute 
activities for you and your 
best friends easy to have 
what is known as “Galen-
tine’s Day”.

For those who currently 
view Feb. 14 as just a day 
away for the overpriced 
chocolates and sweets to be 
on clearance, here are a few 
local events that are cringey 

couple free, and give reason 
to spoil yoursel.

A mini road trip with your 
favorite singles to New 
Braunfels leads you to see 
handmade, one-of-a-kind 
gifts to add to your self care 
routine at the annual Val-
entine’s Day Market. The 
market will be open Feb. 
8, 9, and 14 and includes 
live music, great food, and 
plentiful girly kiosks. Man-
di Jakubowski, owner and 
hand crafter of “Lone Star 
Bath Treats” participated 
in this years market and 

Left: Bless Your Heart Boutique 
prepares for the third annual Gal-
entine’s day party.

Below: Lone Staf Bath Treats sets 
up their sign at the Valentine’s Day 
Market in New Braunfels. 
Photos by Danielle Ojeda

explained how her products 
are perfect to partake in 
this Valentine’s Day. “They 
are organic, PHD friendly 
and environmental friendly 
bath bombs, body scrubs 
and self care items.”

Another event to keep in 
mind on your single(s) cel-
ebration is the third annual 
Galentine’s day party Feb. 
9 at Bless Your Heart Bou-
tique. If the colorful and 
unique architecture is not 
enough to lure you in, then 
stay for the waffles and mi-
mosas. Laura Gorman has 

been part of the BYH fam-
ily for four years and said 
“we’ll have a local make-
up artist on hand doing air 
brush demos, pink and red 
lip touch ups and a lash 
bar”. This event certainly 
encourages the “treat yo 
self” mentality.

In addition to the sweet 
off campus festivities, the 
Our Lady of the Lake Uni-
versity Active Minds club 
is hosting a special Galen-
tine’s Day party of their 
own. Arts & Crafts along 
with cookie decorating and 

a photo booth will be free 
for all Our Lady of the Lake 
students. This night of fun 
will take place Feb. 13 in 
the Providence West So-
cial Room, from 6:00p.m.-
7:00p.m.

Make this year’s Valen-
tine’s day lovely, not lonely.

A cheap way to relieve stress is donation based yoga
Natalie Fazio
Staff Reporter

These days college kids 
are getting more than just a 
degree from their universi-
ties. Stress levels have been 
rising within the student 
population as the semes-
ter goes on and students 
are stuck trying to find a 
healthy, yet effective way 
to gain relief from the bur-
dens of their workloads. 

Around the city of San 
Antonio yoga studios are 
beginning to offer donation-
based classes to the public. 
The belief of these studios 
and teachers is that yoga 
is a study of ones self and 
should be open to everyone, 
not just those who could af-
ford a high membership fee.

Crystal Bowl and Yoga 
teacher Kimberly Jackson 
believes that yoga is a great 
way for students to find 

themselves during these 
stressful times. “Yoga and 
meditation is a part of gain-
ing our core balance with 
the earth and can be very 
helpful in coming back to 
center when the world gets 
you out of line,” Jackson 
said.

While there are workout 
based yoga classes in place 
for donators to come and 
enjoy, there are also calm-
ing and relaxing yoga prac-
tices that students can pop 
in on such as crystal bowls, 
meditation, candle light 
yoga and many more. 

“It is nice to come here 
and take my mind off school 
and having to complete as-
signments. I am an athlete 
at Our Lady of the Lake so it 
is also like another way for 
me to get a workout in dur-
ing the offseason,” OLLU 
student Anyssa Rivera said.

You can find Jackson 
teaching a candlelight yoga 
class every Tuesday night 
at 6:30 at the Mel Marie 
Yoga Studio or you can par-
ticipate in one of the many 
donation-based classes of-
fered throughout the week 
at Black Swan Yoga San An-
tonio.

Left: A sign hangs promoting do-
nation based yoga classes.

Up: For students with heavy work-
loads yoga can be an excellent 
stress reliever. 

Right: Students can also partici-
pate in crystal bowls, candle light 
yoga and many more options.
Photos by Natalie Fazio



STUDENT LIFEFebruary 2019 
Volume 65, Issue 5

Organization Of The Month
Art, Ink

Art, Ink is a student 
organization dedicated to 
encouraging everyone to 
participate in art. “There’s 
always going to be someone 
who says ‘I’m not good’ or 
‘that person is better’ and 
Art, Ink’s goal is to bring 
artist of all levels together 
and enjoy our craft,” presi-
dent Diana Itzel Zuniga 
said.

Art, Ink meets every 
other Wednesday and 
Zuniga said the organiza-
tion welcomes “any style, 
and medium, or any type of 
art,” to join in on the fun.

Freshman Briana de León 
joined the organization 
because she “had wanted 
to become a part of an art 
community outside of my 
minor and explore my cre-
ativity with others. I had 
never joined any organiza-
tions in high school and I 
felt now would be as good 
as a time as any to get to 
know other people who 

The Lake Front Organization of 
The Month for Feb. 2019 was Art, 
Ink. Pictured is current visual arts 
program logo provided by adminis-
trative assistant Brianna de León. 

Recently de León heard the organi-
zation is currently holding a com-
petition to create a new logo for 
the, however she likes the current 
logo.

Christian Chavez
Editor-In-Chief

share the same interest for 
art.”

According to Zuniga the 
organization is planning 
on participating in many 
events. “The officers and I 
got together to start plan-
ning to bring Art, Ink out 
of the dust. The organiza-
tion has been inactive for a 
while, but we’re here now 
and we’re ready. So far, 
we’ve established that we 
would like to participate in 
active events such as field 
trips and fundraisers, as 
well as relaxed like movie 
nights or career days. I’m 
most excited for our plans 
to have a movie night, I’d 
like to take that opportu-
nity to get to know more 
about our enthusiastic 
members,” she said.

De León hopes “to have 
fun getting to know new 
people and being creative 
as a group. I also hope to 
help other students become 
more aware of the great vi-

sual arts program we have 
here on campus,” she said.

Officers for the organiza-
tion consist of President 
Zuniga, Vice President 
Jasmine Pardo, Treasurer 
Rudy Ortiz, Administrative 
Assistant de León and So-
cial Media Managers Raquel 
Pilgrim and Amber Miller. 
Professor Deborah Vasquez 
serves as the organizations 
faculty advisor.

Zuniga encourages other 
students to attend a fun-
draiser or movie night to 
see “how open minded and 
friendly our members are. 
We have a great diversity of 
members who are major-
ing in biology, psychology 
and of course visual arts. 
However, we also have 
members who aren’t major-
ing or minoring in Art. We 
are an organization open 
to all majors and to anyone 
who can appreciate art,” 
she said.

After longest government shutdown
Possible delay on tax refunds?
Serapio Marquez
Staff Reporter

Alamo College student 
Adrianna Gomez worries 
the possible refund delay 
will affect her ability to 
take care of her responsi-
bilities. As the government 
temporary reopens after the 
longest shutdown in U.S. 
history the effects are still 
being felt. President Donald 
Trump has agreed to tempo-
rarily open the Government 
for three weeks. The dead-
line for the agreement ends 
on Feb. 15.

The government may now 
open, but the effects of the 
closure are still being felt 
on those who are depending 
on their tax refunds. The 
International Revenue Ser-
vice is attempting to gain 
momentum on this busy 
tax season. The IRS cur-
rently has a backlog of un-

answered mail from taxpay-
ers, along with a new tax 
code overhaul that must be 
dealt with.

Political Science Profes-
sor Leda Barnett says the 
closure effected more than 
just government workers. 
“Think about all the people 
the ripple out effects,” Bar-
nett said.

The ripple effect hap-
pened when Government 
workers could not go to 
work. In turn they were not 
putting gas or picking up 
lunch. That small action ef-
fected other people beyond 
those who work in the gov-
ernment. Gomez sayid “I al-
ways file early so my refund 
is available mid-February.” 
Those who file early may 
see a delay on their refunds 
this year due in part to the 

ripple effect from the shut 
down.

The ripple effect is put-
ting pressure on the IRS 
who are continuing to as-
sure taxpayers that 90 per-
cent of refunds will be paid 
in 21 days. There are ways 
to help ensure your refund 
is handled as quickly as 
possible. File your taxes as 
soon as possible. E-file and 
direct deposit remain the 
fastest way to file an accu-
rate income tax return.

To check the status of your 
refund visit the Where’s My 
Refund website at https://
www.irs.gov/refunds or go 
to the IRS2Go mobile app.

To check the status of your tax 
refund visit the Where’s My Re-
fund website at https://www.irs.
gov/refunds or go to the IRS2Go 

mobile app. The website provides a 
list of items you will need to do so. 
Photo by Serapio Marquez
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February Movie Review: Multiple must-sees out now
By Christian Chavez
Editor-In-Chief

Due to limited space in the 
December issue there was 
no room to write a movie 
review. That being said 
during the holiday break I 
had plenty of time to visit 
movie theaters and catch 
up on Netflix movies and 
tv series, so this movie re-
view will consist of multiple 
shows I watched between 
December through now that 
I think are worth watching!

The Autopsy of Jane Doe 
(with a hint of The Posses-
sion of Hannah Grace)

 The 2016 movie The Au-
topsy of Jane Doe has hit 
Netflix and I absolutely be-
lieve it is worth the watch. 
Had I done a movie review 
during the December issue 
it would have been over 
The Possession of Hannah 
Grace. I mention this be-
cause I felt a sense of Déjà 
vu while watching The Au-
topsy of Jane Doe. I origi-
nally thought this was just 
a Netflix feature film with a 
very similar plot before find-
ing out it actually came out 
in theaters three years ago 
and many critics have com-
pared the two movies. The 
Autopsy of Jane Doe focuses 

on a father-and-son pair of 
coroners who experience 
supernatural phenomena 
while examining the body 
of an unidentified women. 
I absolutely loved the lead 
actors, the editing was ee-
rie and the soundtrack was 
fantastic. Despite popular 
opinion I also enjoyed The 
Possession of Hannah Grace 
which is very similar being 
that it follows a former po-
lice officer who encounters 
supernatural experiences 
while working in a morgue. 
The only problem I had was 
that it was kind of slow and 
used a lot of filler to add 
runtime. I will say if I were 
to watch either of this again 
it would definitely be The 
Autopsy of Jane Doe!

Aquaman
I’m going to preference 

this one by saying that the 
superhero genre generally 
doesn’t appeal to me. Fur-
thermore when I originally 
saw the trailer I didn’t ex-
pect to enjoy this. That be-
ing said I went to go see it 
with some visiting family 
and I firmly believe there 
is a reason this movie has 
been a commercial success, 
grossing in the top 25 mov-
ies of all time. Aquaman 
focuses on Arthur Curry, 

the heir to the underwater 
kingdom of Atlantis, and 
his journey towards creat-
ing peace between the sur-
face world and the seven 
underwater kingdoms while 
in combat with his half-
brother Orm. I loved the 
various locations used for 
filming, the cast is excel-
lent, I enjoyed the plot line 
and it had impactful under-
lying messages regarding 
sibling rivalry, environmen-
tal issues, jealousy and self-
worth that make this worth 
the watch. 

A Star Is Born
This movie featuring 

Bradley Cooper and Lady 
Gaga is a fourth remake of 
the original 1937 film of 
the same name. First of all, 
don’t ever let anyone lie and 
say Lady Gaga can’t act be-
cause her performance as 
Ally Maine was outstand-
ing. This movie is a definite 
must watch as it focuses on 
upcoming star Ally Maine 
falling in love with hard-
drinking musician Jackson 
Maine. As Ally continues 
to rise in the industry Jack 
Maine seemingly fades be-
fore a big embarrassing mo-
ment lands him in rehab. 
The ending is impactful 
and definitely teaches that 

words do have an affect 
on a person. If you haven’t 
seen this movie yet it is still 
showing in theaters and for 
good reason, it’s the text-
book definition of a must-
see movie!

Escape Room
Doing an escape room in 

person is a rush and I have 
been longing to watch this 
movie since I first saw the 
trailer around October. Six 
strangers find themselves 
in a maze of deadly mys-
tery rooms and they have to 
work together and use their 
knowledge and experiences 
to survive, or die trying. 
Throughout the movie dark 
secrets are unraveled about 
each of the main charac-
ters leading up to one room 
which offers a big revela-
tion. Young actress Taylor 
Russell portrays her charac-
ter excellently and there is 
a big suspenseful moment 
that pulls on the audiences 
heart strings involving her 
character that proves to be 
a tearjerker. 

Chilling Adventures of 
Sabrina

So this TV series is not a 
movie, but I’m sharing it 
here because it’s honestly 
my favorite thing on Net-
flix right now. The Chill-

ing Adventures of Sabrina 
is based on the American 
comic book series published 
by Archie Horror. It follows 
16 year old half-witch Sa-
brina Spellman as she tries 
to balance her mortal and 
witch lives. The cast is ab-
solutely phenomenal, not 
one actor gives a bad per-
formance in their role. In 
addition to being absolutely 
enchanting the show fo-
cuses on major themes such 
as women’s empowerment, 
toxic masculinity, standing 
up for what you believe in 
and decision making. The 
music cues are absolutely 
fantastic, each actor &amp; 
actress really digs deep into 
the subtext of their lines 
and makes you feel their 
emotions and the overall 
storyline is interesting and 
really pulls you in. If you 
watch anything I recom-
mend I plead that it be this 
TV series. I’m not ashamed 
to say I finished season one 
for the fourth time this af-
ternoon and I’ve already 
planned my trip back to my 
hometown the day season 
two comes out to binge the 
episodes with my mom and 
siblings!

February Book Review:Born To Love, Cursed To Feel
By Christian Chavez
Editor-In-Chief

I was recently scroll-
ing through twitter when 
I came across a tweet that 
talked analogized poetry as 
an invisible Uber drive pick-
ing you up and taking you 
someplace beautiful and I 
hit that retweet button au-
tomatically. I absolutely 
adore poetry books, in fact 
right now my to-be-read 
shelf contains four books 
of poetry. Then I realized 
that so far The Look Front 
has only covered works of 
prose for the monthly book 
reviews and I immediately 
knew I would be writing 
this over a beautiful poetry 
book that I recommend ev-
ery person read, and ulti-
mately I chose Born to Love, 
Cursed to Feel by Samantha 
King Holmes.

Samantha King Holmes 
is the wife of popular con-

temporary poet R.H.Sin, 
but what many people 
don’t know is that in 2016 
Holmes debuted her own 
poetry book, Born to Love, 
Cursed to Feel. This poi-
gnant collection of poems  
focuses on love from all as-
pects, the good, the bad and 
the confusing. Additional 
themes throughout the book 
include looking at an issue 
and realizing a decision is 
not as simply as black and 
white and understanding 
when a relationship turns 
sour. An example of this is 
the poem entitled “Fraud” 
which reads:

“While you were claiming 
to protect me from others

Someone should have pro-
tected me from you.”

With lines reading “Is 
there no humanity left,” 
“for once I would like to 
be measured by the steps I 
took today rather than the 

footprints of yesterday,” 
and “maybe I’m not as okay 
as I want to believe,” the 
book is guaranteed to tug at 
your heartstrings as you flip 
through each page. Some of 
my favorite poems from the 
book include “Disorder,” 
“Envy,” “Justice,” “Try,” 
“Vow of Silence,” and “War 
Zone.”

If you haven’t yet dived 
into the beautiful world of 
contemporary poetry this is 
an excellent starting place. 
Holmes eloquently writes 
in language that is relatable 
to our generation making 
the poems understandable. 
Often times the poems are 
also written in a narrative 
format that flows well and 

is easy to follow.
I wholeheartedly recom-

mend this book to anyone 
looking to read something 
new, especially with Valen-
tine’s Day right around the 
corner. We are all born to 
find love and cursed to deal 
with feelings and emotions 
along the way.

Left: Cover of Samantha Holmes 
debut poetry book, “Born to Love, 
Cursed to Feel.” Holmes has been 
writing poetry as an avenue of ex-
pression since she was 11 years 
old. Holmes describes poetry writ-
ing as her therapy. At the time 
of publication Holmes previously 
went by Samantha King before 
marrying contemporary poet Reu-
ben Holmes, better known as R.H. 
Sin in Oct. of 2017. 

Right: The poem “War Zone,” from 
Holmes debut poetry book. 
Photos by Christian Chavez


