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The pathway after graduation
By Patience Okpe

OLLU senior Destinee Kings 
is a basketball player and a 
sociology major.  Expressing 
her excitement for the end of 
her journey, Kings will never 
forget her time here at OLLU.

Throughout the years of 
grueling, the end of the road 
has never been more enlight-
ening for seniors in the OLLU 
community. As classes, clubs 
and unforgettable events 
have almost come to an end, 
many seniors have had life-
changing experiences here. 
The next chapter of their 
academic journey will all be 
worth it, because of their hard 
work here at The Lake.

“I transferred from Santa 
Barbara City College in Ante-
lope, California.  I chose OLLU 
over other schools because 
I liked the basketball pro-
gram, the City of San Antonio 
and the fact that it was a 
smaller university. I was at the 
sophomore showcase and a 
recruiter was there to watch 
the game, that was how I got 
selected to play for OLLU. I 
feel like I am more of an ur-
gency to get things together, 
things like figuring out what 
is next in life,” Kings said.

Striving to be the best that 
she can be, Kings desires to 

better herself. Acknowledged 
by her teammates as a nice 
and caring team-player, Kings 
shines to people’s expecta-
tions.

“My expectation is to be 
challenged both in the class-
room and on the basketball 
court,” she said.

Classes have been one of 
the factors that has driven 
Kings throughout the years. 
Taking credits gearing towards 
Sociology, she prepares for her 
career outside of school.

“The most difficult class for 
me throughout my stay at 
OLLU was philosophy. It gave 
me a really hard time, but I 
managed to get through with 
the class with a C,” she said.

After graduation, Kings 
wishes to discover the new 
things that life presents. While 
this may seem intimidating, it 
is important to keep an open 
mind about the future.

“I have had four years of 
playing college basketball 
and I think I am ready to retire 
my jersey and have another 
experience life has to offer 
me apart from being a sport, 
basketball player. My goal is to 
find a good paying job, find a 
nice apartment and be able to 
support myself in all aspects of 

my life,” she said.
Shining on the court and in 

the classroom, Kings is loved 
and admired by everyone 
that she comes to meet. She 
strives to encourage upcom-
ing female freshmen to be 
who they want to be and to 
follow their dreams. Kings 
expresses advice for those 
that want to become better 
basketball players as well.

“Understand how high 
the expectations are playing 

for OLLU women’s basketball 
team, knowing what type of 
coach you’re going to play 
for, knowing the intensity the 
coach has for every game and 
how important every game 
is for the head Coach Min-
ner Christopher even if it is 
a friendly game and do not 
count to the basketball sea-
son here at OLLU, he wants to 
win every game,” Kings said.

OLLU lit up for Christmas
By Loren DeLeon

With Christmas just around 
the corner Our Lady of the 
Lake took part in some Christ-
mas festivities.

On Tuesday November 
27 the OLLU Mission and 
Ministry Office and Music 
Ensemble Association hosted 
the Annual Community 
Christmas Tree Decorating 
and Lighting Ceremony. 
Held in the center of the mall 
area, this ceremony is a time 
honored Saint tradition. The 
OLLU band and university 
choir gathered to sing popu-
lar Christmas music while the 
students decorated their own 

ornament to hang on the tree. 
The tree was then blessed by 
OLLU Chaplain Father Kevin 
Fausz. Many students were 
able to customize their own 
ornaments while enjoying 
refreshments provided by the 
Our Lady of the Lakes Mission 
and Ministry. If you missed 
this years tree lighting, don’t 
fret, the lighting of the OLLU 
tree is done every fall semes-
ter.
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IN CASE YOU MISSED ITOLLU hosts Holding Up The Mirror
OLLU gives back,

Campus holiday traditions

With the holiday season 
right around the corner, 
the spirit of giving back 
has spread throughout Our 
Lady of the Lake University. 
Students, faculty and staff 
are giving back to families 
in need.
OLLU Ministry hosted a 
Thanksgiving Basket Deco-
rating Contest to for de-
partments on campus and 
student organizations. Ac-
cording to an email sent 
out to the OLLU community, 
from OLLU Ministry “These 
baskets will be donated to 
families of the Madonna 
Neighborhood Center”.
Sophomore Levi Gallegos 
is helping the admissions 
office with their basket. “It’s 
important to the university 
because it signifies two our 

By Natalie Martinez, Social Media and Marketing Manager

core values: service and 
community...” Gallegos said.
The decorated basket must 
contain a gift card and cer-
tain non-perishable food 
items. Entry forms can be 
emailed to stafforganiza-
tion@ollusa.edu or dropped 
off to Deya Marfil or Rosa 
Hernandez in Main 417.
Baskets had to be ready by 
Nov. 19, 2018 by 10:00am. 
Judging took place in the 
Renaissance Parlor.
For more information con-
cerning this contest or other 
opportunities to give back 
contact OLLU ministry at 
ministry@ollusa.edu

From November 15 to 17 
Our Lady of the Lake Universi-
ty hosted the Holding Up The 
Mirror Conference to com-
memorate the 50th anniver-
sary of the 168 U.S. Commis-
sion on Civil Rights Hearing 
on Mexican Americans in the 
Southwest. Former mayors Ju-
lián Castro and Henry Cisner-
os served as keynote speakers 
for the event and were joined 
together by panelists from all 
over San Antonio to discuss 
the progress the Latino com-
munity has made.

Panelists were welcomed 
Friday morning with a warm, 
“Buenos Dias!” in Our Lady of 
the Lake’s Thirty Auditorium 
by Chief of Policy at the City 
of San Antonio Mayor’s Office 
Marisa Bono, President of Our 
Lady of the Lake University 
Dr. Diane Melby, and District 
seven councilwoman Ana 
Sandoval. The three opened 
with powerful words that 
captured the amount of 
gratitude the Latino commu-
nity has made in regards to its 
progress. “The movement was 
homegrown here in Texas,” 
Bono said.

After the general session 
former mayors Cisneros and 
Castro held an opening con-
versation that covered impor-
tant issues such as affordable 
housing projects, how civil 
rights have progressed in the 
past 50 years and the educa-
tional progression in low-
income areas. Education is the 

catalyst that will lead young 
people on the right path to 
change the statistics, as well 
as every stereotype that other 
put-upon Latinos. While all of 
these issues can be fixed by 
taking action, “it doesn’t help 
when the president of the 
United States targets Latinos,” 
Cisneros said.

There was a message 
almost every panel had in 
common directed to today’s 
youth. Panelist Armando 
Rendon said “Always be criti-
cal, but with love…reshape 
the world, but build on the 
past.” It’s crucial that both cur-
rent and future generations 
know they have the power 
to change issues that affect 
their communities. Dur-
ing the closing session on 
Saturday speaker Jessica Azua 
shared her testimony of her 
American Dream, crossing 
the border at 14 years old to 
get an education she couldn’t 
receive back home. “I know 
what it’s like to live in the 
shadows,” Azua says as she 
tells her journey to get to the 
United States. She then holds 
up the pants she wore while 
crossing the border: “These 
pants remind me that I can’t 
waste my time here.” Through 
this trauma, she became a 
graduate from Texas A&M 
University and now is a State 
Immigration Coordinator. “I 
have learned it’s okay to be 
hurt…and to be strong and 
vulnerable like I am with you 

right now,” Azua said. Young 
people are the future, and in 
the way this society has been 
shaped, people like Azua 
keep the Latino dream alive 
with hope.

The conference enriched 
the community where the 
Latino community progressed 
and what still needs to be 
addressed for improvement. 
Lifetime Community Activ-
ist and Executive Committee 
member of the conference 
Maria Antonietta Berriozabal 
said, “Now we start the next 
50 years…the seeds have 
been planted at Our Lady 
of the Lake University this 
weekend.” It is only going up 
for the Latino community. 
Chicano history acts a base 
for future for generations to 
come and will continue to 
shape the minds of activists, 
local community leaders, and 
the voices for those who pre-
viously didn’t have one. With 
fifty years down, the next fifty 
years start now!

By Danielle Ojeda

Once upon a time
at Candlelight

Our Lady of the Lake had its 
eighty third annual Candle-
light Celebration with its 
theme being Once Upon a 
Time on Saturday Decem-
ber 1.
The last day to purchase 
Candlelight dinner tickets 
was Wednesday November 
28, however, anyone want-
ing to be a part of the festiv-
ities were still able to attend 
the other events for free.
Dinner was held in Chapel 
Auditorium at five thirty. The 
Candlelight Vespers Service 
was in Sacred Heart Chapel 
at Seven P.M. followed by 
the Candlelight Caroling 
in Moye Hall, Rotunda. The 
night then ended with a 
Candlelight Dance in Cha-
pel Auditorium for students 
to unwind and have fun.
Candlelight is an annual 

ByKarina Martinez

event before the end of the 
fall semester. Be sure to pur-
chase your tickets next year!
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El Movimiento: A glimpse from the past to the present
By Andres Ruiz, Co-Editor

Social Justice and the 
Congregation of Divine 
Providence have gone hand 
in hand since the order was 
formed in the 18th century. 
Therefore, it is no surprise 
that the campus was opened 
to the 1968 U.S. Civil Rights 
hearings on Mexican Ameri-
cans in the Southwest. Over 
the next fiftyyears, advocates 
have been hard at work im-
proving the lives of Chicanos 
everywhere. While much of 
the younger generation hear 
about the Chicano Move-
ment, rarely any of us hear 
about the greater story of 
the Civil Rights Movement. 
One activist, Paul Ruiz, tells us 
his story, and how Chicanos 
today can become involved 
with the cause.

Paul Ruiz, PhD., first became 
involved with the Chicano 
Movement in the 1960s 
when he entered St. Mary’s 
as a freshman. There, he and 
many other civil rights activ-
ists began to talk about their 
schools, where they would 
be spanked for speaking 
Spanish. “We were beginning 
to see a pattern where our 
community was excluded 
from the major institutions.”, 
Paul says. “Not only were we 
excluded as a community, we 
were not valued, except for 
our cheap labor…”

When asked about La Raza 
Unida, Paul explained that 
”It wasn’t La Raza Unida at 
first; La Raza Unida is the 

name given to what became 
a Chicano Political Party, like 
a Democrat, or Republican. 
We were very unhappy with 
the Democrats because back 
then, the Democrats were 
very conservative, and we 
knew… that what we needed 
was drastic action to improve 
the economy, the education, 
the health, the housing, of 
tens of thousands of Mexican 
Americans. So, La Raza Unida 
became, in fact, a Political 
Party - a third party. It lasted 
for some years - maybe ten 
years - and then it kinda went 
away.”

According to Ruiz, El Mov-
imiento was a widespread 
movement for better treat-
ment of Chicanos.

“The Chicano Movement 
did not happen in one place; 
It happened… in Michigan, 
in California, in Iowa, in the 
valley, in Houston, in San An-
tonio, in Austin. The Chicano 
Movement was more regional 
- that is, there were leaders 
that were from San Antonio 
or from Detroit, or Chicago, 
LA, San Diego, Albuquerque 
or Denver. And each com-
munity developed their own 
voices,” Ruiz said.

When asked what advice he 
has for today’s Chicanos, Paul 
said:

“The First thing to do, is… 
stop apologizing for who you 
are. Mexican Americans grow 
up thinking that, in order to 
succeed, they need to deny 

their heritage. ‘Don’t speak 
Spanish’… ‘Don’t tell them 
you’re Mexicano’… ‘Hide’… 
‘Tell em you’re hispanic’…
If you want to contribute to 
the wellbeing of your chil-
dren in the future, and your 
brothers and sisters, and your 
neighbors, don’t deny who 
you are. Don’t deny who you 
are in school, don’t deny who 
you are when you go to work, 
don’t deny who you are in 
your community. 

Number two: Who you are, 
not just as a person but a 
cultural person, is very differ-
ent from what anyone else is. 
They don’t have empenadas, 
and tamales, and piñatas. 
Embrace those things. If you 
wanna succeed, you gotta 
love yourself! You can’t be 
walking away from who you 
are, and then expect to be the 
best you can be. It does you 
no good if you deny who you 
are, because then the truth 
comes out. You might as well 
embrace it and grow it, make 
it better. The Chicano move-
ment is about being success-
ful for yourself and others. It 
gives back. It recognizes that 
your parents struggled, that 
your grandparents struggled, 
that your great grandparents 
struggled, and if you become 
a lawyer or a doctor or a busi-
nessman, you’re going to give 
back. If you see a kid from a 
broken home, you pick him 
up and bring him across the 
bridge with you. Don’t turn 

your back on stuff like that. 
Number three: You are 

growing up in an age where 
the Chicano population is 
going to be the majority in 
Texas. Not just a minority 
group. The Majority. Who is 
gonna help it become what 
it can become? Who is gonna 
help it vote? Who is gonna 
help it grow teachers, and 
lawyers and doctors and 
businessmen? It doesn’t hap-
pen by itself, especially when 
there is people on the other 
side resisting… and pushing 
you back. Who’s gonna be 
fighting those [guys]?”

Paul Ruiz, Ph.D., Principal 
Partner, Emeritus and co-
founder of the Education 
Trust, Inc., is recognized na-
tionally for his work in helping 
schools and school districts in 
their efforts to improve aca-
demic achievement and close 
gaps.  He has devoted over 35 
years of professional and ad-
vocacy work to the education 
success of all students, with a 
particular focus on improving 
achievement and closing the 
Latino and African American 
achievement gap.

In Michigan, he served as 
an Assistant to Vice President 
for Student Affairs, and while 
serving as a school principal 
in Saginaw, he was selected 
“Hispanic Educator of the 
Year” in 1982 by the Michigan 
Department of Education for 
his extraordinary work with 
inner city children, with a 

particular focus on migrant 
students and English Lan-
guage Learners.

Dr. Ruiz has served as a 
school principal, central of-
fice administrator and is the 
former Chief Academic Officer 
for the District of Columbia 
Public Schools.  He also direct-
ed the Pew-funded Hispanic 
Student Success Program at 
the Hispanic Association of 
Colleges and Universities. 
Before he retired, he served 
as Director of P-16 initiative 
at the Texas Higher Educa-
tion Coordinating Board. In 
the early ‘90s he joined with 
Kati Haycock and co-founded 
the Education Trust where 
he designed and managed a 
major effort to establish local 
P-16 councils throughout the 
nation focused on improving 
student achievement and 
closing gaps. 

Today he resides in San 
Antonio still promoting and 
advocating for closing gaps in 
performance at the system/
institutional levels especially 
in schools and colleges in the 
southwestern serving large 
concentrations of low income 
and Latino and African Ameri-
can students.

Dr. Ruiz holds a B.A. from 
St. Mary’s University (1971), 
a Master of Arts from Central 
Michigan University (1975), 
and a PhD from The University 
of Michigan at Ann Arbor

(1977).

Winter courses considered
By Daniel Bommer

The Our Lady of the Lake 
University calendar includes 
Spring, Fall and Summer 
semesters, but why don’t they 
offer Winter courses?

Winter courses could help 
students catch up, get ahead 
and maybe even graduate 
early.

At a recent town hall 
meeting, the Dean of Busi-

ness, Doctor Bruce Rosenthal, 
brought up the idea that win-
ter courses could be added to 
the school calendar.

Student Krista Walton says 
this would be beneficial.

“For example, if you need 
Comp II for the spring, but 
you haven’t taken Comp I yet, 
then you could make that 
class up during the winter,” 
Walton said.

This is still at a very early 

stage in the development 
process and nothing has been 
definitively proposed.

The Summer courses of-
fered are not the same as the 
ones offered in the Spring 
and Fall, this is what Winter 
courses would probably look 
like.

Whether Winter courses 
do come, students say they 
would be beneficial and a 
nice option to have.
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Looking forward to the future
By Jonathan Christian

For many Our Lady of the 
Lake University students 
graduating this December, 
the dream of leaving the 
classroom forever will finally 
become a reality as they ven-
ture on into the professional 
workforce. However, for OLLU 
senior Victoria Gonzalez, this 
fall’s ceremony will not be the 
last time she walks the stage.

To those who her know her 
best, Gonzalez is notorious 
for her distinct personality 
and trademark optimism, two 
qualities that she holds dear 
to her heart. “My mom has al-
ways said you could put me in 
a room with the worst of the 
worst, and I’ll find something 
good in them,” Gonzalez said. 
“I love that, personality wise, 
I can find things in people to 
relate to.”

Born and raised in San 
Antonio alongside her three 

sisters, Gonzalez is a pure-
bred Texan with a passion 
for family. When asked about 
the individuals who have 
served as an inspiration to her 
over the years, the soon-to-
be graduate stated that her 
father undoubtedly takes the 
title. “I look up to my father 
because no matter what, he 

Senior set to be first in his family to graduate
By Joseph Vasquez

 In the coming weeks at Our 
Lady of the Lake University, 
the campus will begin to wind 
down as the semester comes 
to an end. As senior Albert De 
Leon Jr. prepares for gradua-
tion, the memories of his time 
here begin to run through his 
mind. The business major and 
San Antonio native will be 
walking the stage on Decem-
ber 13th, 2018, marking him 
not only a college graduate 
but also the first in his family 
to walk the big stage.

When asking De Leon what 
inspired him, he responds, “I 
have been inspired since high 
school wanting to work for 
corporate offices in the medi-
cal field or administration 
business,” De Leon said. 

In his time here he did not 
have a mentor but was self 
motivated by his own will 
to graduate. “I do this for my 
family. They are my biggest 

supporters and being the first 
in my family to walk the stage 
is something big”  De Leon 
said.

OLLU has been the dream 
giver to thousands of first 
generation students; De Leon 
is paving the way for Latinos 
in his career field, then being 
a small number at OLLU he 
has  been involved in numer-
ous organizations such as 
Omega Delta Phi Fraternity 
Inc. (ODPhi), Association of 
Latino Professionals in 
Finance and Accounting (ALP-
FA), and Lions Club in ODPhi 
he held numerous positions 
such as President Elect, Rush 
chair, and Brotherhood chair.

“OLLU has been a second 
home for me and without 
knowing these amazing 
friends or experiencing this 
amazing journey that the 
professors have given me at 
this institution, I would not 
be able to fulfill my dream of 
graduating from a university,” 

works hard and does his best 
without complaint...He’s un-
doubtedly the greatest man I 
know.”

Gonzalez attended 
Brandeis High School before 
joining the ranks of her fellow 
Saints at OLLU. While attend-
ing Brandeis, Gonzalez states 
that her favorite memories 
are synonymous with her 
passion for socialization and 
sports, particularly softball. 
Surprisingly, although the 
senior majored in Biology 
with a minor in Chemistry 
during her academic stint at 
The Lake, Gonzalez revealed 
that her attraction to the ca-
reer field was not a childhood 
fascination, but rather a high 
school realization. However, 
this newfound interest soon 
blossomed into a healthy 
obsession.

While she might have saved 
gas money by attending the 
University of Texas at San An-
tonio — the senior explained 
that she lives decidedly closer 

to UTSA’s main campus as op-
posed to OLLU — academic 
scholarships and smaller class 
sizes served as key selling 
points when it came time to 
choose a university. Similarly, 
as a member of Sigma Zeta, a 
national science and mathe-
matics honor society, Gonza-
lez championed the individ-
ual opportunities that OLLU 
provides for students look-
ing to succeed. In addition, 
she noted that the genuine 
relationships formed between 
students and professors is an 
aspect of her college experi-
ence that she cherishes.

“Just keep going,” Gonzalez 
answered when asked about 
advice she could provide to 
undergraduates. “It sounds 
cliché, and that’s what 
everyone says, but it’s true.” 
Similarly, the senior advised 
that students should actively 
seek out help from their pro-
fessors in times of need, both 
academic and personal.

Following her graduation 

from OLLU, Gonzalez will par-
ticipate in volunteer research 
at the UT Health Center this 
upcoming March. Afterward, 
she plans on traveling and 
taking some time to herself 
before she attends medical 
school where she will study to 
be an obstetrician-gynecolo-
gist (OB-GYN), a doctor who 
specializes in women’s health.

If all goes according to 
plan, Gonzalez hopes to have 
a family and be employed in a 
biology-related career within 
the next 10 years. “I want 
to be helping people and 
solving problems,”  Gonzalez 
said concerning her future 
endeavors. “I just want to be 
happy.”

he said.
 The story of Albert De Leon 

Jr. is just one of many who 
have experienced this being 
in such a friendly environ-
ment that the OLLU com-
munity provides. The gift of 
giving families the opportu-
nity of seeing the first in their 
family achieve a college edu-

cation is something special.
When asking Michael 

Garcia, the best friend of De 
Leon, to describe De Leon 
he said “He is a great person 
and hard worker, he is one 
of the first people I met here 
at OLLU and has been so ac-
cepting from the beginning. 
Albert is a great man and I 
know he will be doing great 
things!” His caring personality 
and will to do the right thing 
when no one is looking has 
made him standout. Although 
he may be quiet he is always 
the first to help.

When asking De Leon what 
advice he has to give to future 
Saints he said “Be ready to 
work but also be ready to be 
in the biggest family ever, use 
your resources and use the 
people around you because 
they do care about you.  Also 
get involved. Being involved 
and joining a Fraternity was a 
big push for my success, the 
bond I got will last a life time 

with  the people I have met.” 
After crossing the stage 

this fall he will be taking a 
few years off and then look at 
other universities to receive 
a Masters in Business Admin-
istration, “right now I want to 
get my feet wet but following 
my dreams I will see where 
that will take me and being 
the first in my family making 
an example for any future 
relatives,” he said.
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College of Arts and Sciences
Bachelor of Arts
Derek K. Barnett History
Taylor A. Doege English
Daniel Garcia Biology
Ariel N. Jaimes History
Rubi Griselda Jaimes 

Visual and New Media Arts
Grayson Thomas Manfredo 

Biology
Karina Martinez Communica-

tion Arts
Jasmine A. Mendiola 

English
Caleb Mireles Spanish
Alejandra Nicole Paredes 

Communication Arts
Lauren A. Primacio 

English
Mrs. Alexa Saavedra 

Communication Arts
Mariana Salazar Communica-

tion Arts
Adam Daniel Salem 

Social Studies 
Shayla San Miguel-Aston 

Political Science
Cynthia Ann Suarez-Davila 

Religious Studies
**Victoria Nicole Tamez His-

tory
Bachelor of Music
Justine Janelle Del Toro 

Music
Miguel Alcántar González 

Music
Patrick A. Villalpando 

Music
Bachelor of Science
Elizabeth R. Alvarado 

Kinesiology
Daniel Arroyo Kinesiology
Justin R. Calderon 

Kinesiology
Mariza L. Cardenas 

Kinesiology
Arnulfo Gonzalez, Jr. 

Kinesiology
Selena G. Gonzalez 

Kinesiology
Victoria Giselle Gonzalez Biol-

ogy
Emily K. Lee Kinesiology
Alexandria Yvette Lewis Biol-

ogy
Brianna Renee Luna-Espindola 

Kinesiology
Bethany Lauren Martinez 

Kinesiology

Gabriel A. Ramirez 
Kinesiology

Kenneth E. Stevens Jr. Biol-
ogy

Hannah Tice Biology
Ryan Nicholas-Page Vaughn 

Kinesiology
School of Business and Leader-

ship
Doctor of Philosophy
Claudia Alvarado 

Leadership Studies
Rita Barraza Leadership 

Studies
Carol Ann Bielke Leadership 

Studies
Keisha L. Brooks Leadership 

Studies
Crystal M. Caldera 

Leadership Studies
Rosa Maria Castellanos 

Leadership Studies
Eric Allen Dunn, III 

Leadership Studies
Mireya Garcia Leadership 

Studies
Daisy J. Garza Leadership 

Studies
Kristine Clare Garza 

Leadership Studies
Andie Lee Gonzalez 

Leadership Studies
Kelsey Hamilton Leadership 

Studies
Abdul Hamid Khan 

Leadership Studies
Samuel R. Lutcher, III 

Leadership Studies
April Goldie Martin 

Leadership Studies
Mario Raul Medina 

Leadership Studies
Jose C. Montelongo 

Leadership Studies
*Hilda Alicia Moreno 

Leadership Studies and a Master 
of Business Administration

Elizabeth Ortiz-Mendez 
Leadership Studies

Christy Lynn Smith 
Leadership Studies

Bruce Allen Stanfill 
Leadership Studies

John Kristin Trimble 
Leadership Studies

Consuelo Vallejo Leadership 
Studies

Loraine Young Leadership 
Studies

Master of Business Administra-
tion

Michael Afam-Obanor 
Health Care Management

Claudia Y. Alaniz Management
Norma A. Avitua-Ovalle 

Health Care Management
Jose A. Barrios Health Care 

Management
Lyndsay Michelle Bellard 

Management
Jennifer Caraveo Health Care 

Management
Katherine M. Casillas-Villarreal 

Health Care Management
Chelsie R. Celestine 

Health Care Management
Ann-Margaret Cervantes 

Management
Elizabeth Cervantes 

Management
Maria Marlen Chavarin-An-

drews Management
Brenda F. Currie Management
Michael R. David Management
Carissa M. Diaz Management
Jesus Diaz Management
Jenafer Lauren Dominguez 

Management
Dennis A. Erazo, II 

Management
Lori Lee Feucht Health Care 

Management
Ashlon R. Filsinger 

Finance
Aaron Cedric Garcia 

Management
Caralynn M. Garcia 

Management
Ericka C. Gonzalez 

Finance
David E. Johnson 

Management
Sonya H. Jones Health Care 

Management
Jacqueline A. Keyes 

Health Care Management
Ms. Brooke Kostak 

Health Care Management
Luis A. Larraga Management
Maggie Leal Health Care 

Management
Kanon Bernard Lillemon 

Finance
Mandy Loyd Health Care 

Management
Dannie L. Luckey III 

Health Care Management
Berta Alicia Maldonado 

Management
Michael Gerard Mares 

Health Care Management
David A. Marte Management
Daryl T. McGhiey Health Care 

Management
Brian P. McKenna 

Management
Keith McMullen Health Care 

Management
Rosie Irene Montez 

Management
Ronald W. Moren 

Management
Natashia Emilia Moreno 

Health Care Management
David Mosqueda 

Management
Dian Lea Munoz Management
Thulena A. Nguyen 

Management
Evelyn Padron Management
Veronica M. Pisharodi 

Health Care Management
Veronica Reinders 

Management
Leticia Richardson 

Management
Jefferson A. Rodriguez 

Management
Shonda K. Rodriguez 

Management
Marisol Sanchez Management
Emmeline Sansom 

Health Care Management
Mark A. Santa Cruz 

Finance
Ann S. Santo Tomas 

Management
Emmanuel Humberto Tam-

bunga Management
Marco A. Valencia 

Finance
Mr Jorge F. Vasquez 

Management
Chelsea Kaleen Wilkes 

Management
Esther Zarate Health Care 

Management
Master of Science
Luz Elena Avila Accounting
Hayden S. Basiliere Ac-

counting
Tyler Boudreau Organiza-

tional Leadership
Tomas Cantu Information 

Systems & Security
Jordan Paige Davis 

Non-Profit Management
Belinda V. De la Rosa 

Organizational Leadership
Gloria Shaw Flores 

Non-Profit Management
Maria Galaviz Organiza-

tional Leadership
Ms. Gloria Gover Organiza-

tional Leadership

Angelica R. Hernandez 
Organizational Leadership

Ernestine Jackson 
Organizational Leadership

Henry K. Jackson 
Organizational Leadership

Louis Lara Information Systems 
& Security

Natasha Yvette Malana 
Organizational Leadership

Candace Marcrum 
Organizational Leadership

Tania Martinez Organiza-
tional Leadership

Brittany N. Mendez 
Non-Profit Management

Jalisa Miles Non-Profit 
Management

Dante Fernando L. Montoya  
Organizational Leadership

Margarita Morales 
Non-Profit Management

Melanie B. Munoz 
Organizational Leadership

Deidra R. O’Neal Non-Profit 
Management

Marlowe F. Porterfield, Jr. 
Organizational Leadership

Alexandria Rich Non-Profit 
Management

Raquel Rosa Non-Profit 
Management

Rosa Linda Stover 
Non-Profit Management

Jon R. Thomas Information 
Systems & Security

Alfredo G. Villarreal 
Information Systems & Security

Jessica T. Walaski Organiza-
tional Leadership

Casey L. Weed Non-Profit 
Management

Bachelor of Business Adminis-
tration

Marily Alonso Management
Darion M. Brown Management
Laura L. Carouthers 

Management
Yinan Chen Accounting 
Albert G De Leon Jr 

Management
Cindy D. Garcia Management
Gabriel Garcia Management
Justin L. Glasscock 

Computer Information Systems & 
Security 

Marcus A. Gutierrez 
Management

Brenna L. Kirtley Accounting
Jazmin S. London 

Management
Maria-Esther Lopez 

Management
Adriana S Martínez 

Management
Mrs. Bernitra R. Milton 

Management

Our Lady of the Lake University
Fall 2018 Graduates
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Davina C. Montalvo Ac-
counting

Daniel Camacho Noguera 
Management

Patience Na’Sha Primes 
Management

Estefanny Hernandez Perez 
Accounting

Maria G. Perez Accounting
Matthew J. Rivera 

Computer Information Systems & 
Security 

Roger Henrique Rizzi 
Management

Jessica Lopez Suarez Ac-
counting

Cynthia Trevino Management 
Bachelor of Science
Fred Casillas, Jr. Computer 

Information Systems & Security
Epicmenio Jasso Jr. 

Computer Information Systems & 
Security 

Alyssa Ward Computer 
Information Systems & Security 

College of Professional Studies
Doctor of Psychology
Amanda Katherine Kruger 

Counseling Psychology
Wade Timothy Petree  

Counseling Psychology
Martha Sofia Guerra Reynoso 

 Counseling Psychology
Master of Arts
Porsche L. Barner 

Sociology
Sayama Michelle Turner 

Sociology
Fatimah Unnisa Communica-

tion Disorders
Master of Education
Gabriel Alatorre Curriculum & 

Instruction
Jennifer Aldama-Tristan Cur-

riculum & Instruction
Deiandra D. Barnes 

School Counseling
Marcia R. Brown Curriculum & 

Instruction
Sarah J. Carri School Coun-

seling
Vanessa Monique Castro 

School Counseling
Saul Lee Cepeda Curriculum & 

Instruction
Selena M. Chapa School Coun-

seling
Nicole Chavez Curriculum & 

Instruction
Laura Carolina Diaz 

School Counseling
Valerie Lopez Dykes 

School Counseling
Julianna Day Faulkner Cur-

riculum & Instruction
Robert Gonzales Curriculum & 

Instruction
Dora E. Gonzalez School Coun-

seling
Colleen L. Guzman Cur-

riculum & Instruction
Sharon A. Hannah Cur-

riculum & Instruction
Emily M. Harroun Cur-

riculum & Instruction
Diane L. Hess Curriculum & 

Instruction
Kathryn Frances Hinsey 

School Counseling
Andrea L. King Curriculum & 

Instruction
Brittany L. King School Coun-

seling
Marysol Luna Curriculum & 

Instruction
Jennifer J. Morataya 

School Counseling
Audrie Pena Curriculum & 

Instruction
Megan A. Preece School Coun-

seling
Therese MW Shields Cur-

riculum & Instruction
Nicole Tovar Curriculum & 

Instruction
Melissa Valenzuela-Wright Cur-

riculum & Instruction
Michael A. Vives School Coun-

seling
Joni Wickizer Curriculum & 

Instruction
Amanda R. Wilson 

School Counseling
Master of Science
Kietha M. Adams Psychology
Suzanna Adelizi Psychology
Addison D. Alvarado 

Psychology
Belinda Arriaga Psychology
David A. Benavidez 

Psychology
Michelle N. Berry 

Psychology
Sarah P. Bond Psychology
Christopher Sean Clark 

Psychology
Andrea L. Cobb Psychology
David Skeetz Edinger 

Psychology
Kimberly Leah Fielding 

Psychology
Kristina Martinez Fields 

Psychology
Winona Sue Flippen 

Psychology
Lisa Ann Fragoso 

Psychology
Beatriz Elena Haak 

Psychology
Melissa P. Jones Psychology
Joanna Licon Psychology
Adrian L. Maldonado 

Psychology
Jessica Medina Psychology
Sonia Medina Psychology
Francesca Marissa Zephora 

Patrick Psychology
Briana Sophia Price 

Psychology
Svetlana Rangel Psychology
Aileen A. Renteria 

Psychology
Eva I. Rivera Psychology
Tara Ma’Raylen Roper 

Psychology
Michelle S. Saunders 

Psychology
Clarissa R. Sluder Psychology
Christina M. Song 

Psychology
Shannon Stringer 

Psychology
Ginka Vasileva Psychology
Elizabeth Vela Psychology
Oralia A. Villarreal 

Psychology
Master of Social Work
Laura Alaniz Social Work
Freesia M. Alderete 

Social Work
Aracely Alexander 

Social Work
Latoya Amanda Allen 

Social Work
Maryanne Veronica Almazan 

Social Work
Cathelin Almonte 

Social Work
Neva Anderson Social Work
Arlene P. Angel Social Work
Skye A. Arispe Social Work
Joyeslin M. Badillo 

Social Work
Tiffany K. Bains Social Work
Guadalupe I. Barnes 

Social Work
Kulisha Y. Beasley 

Social Work
Erin N. Bellard Social Work
Latasha N. Bennett 

Social Work
Traci Lea Bilski Social Work
Beatrice L. Blackmon 

Social Work
Jessica M. Board Social Work
Jason E. Boatwright 

Social Work
Allison M. Bowman 

Social Work
Kimberly Alicia Brown 

Social Work
Shontory V. Brown 

Social Work
Miranda Buckhiester 

Social Work
Ciera Marie Buggage 

Social Work
Kala Chumbley Social Work

Virginia Angelica Bustillos 
Social Work

Miss Myrna Calzada 
Social Work

Breanna D. Cansler 
Social Work

Dovie D. Carpenter 
Social Work

Henry J. Carter Social Work
Bridgette Zarate Chavez 

Social Work
Shambria L. Chillis 

Social Work
Maria Del Carmen Cisnero 

Social Work
Estrella Colon Social Work
Patryce D. Counts 

Social Work
Charmaine D. Craft 

Social Work
Kristina Jaunice Crowell-Stokes 

Social Work
Brittney L. Davis Social Work
Stephanie L. Davis 

Social Work
Sondra A. De La O 

Social Work
Daniel Edward Decker 

Social Work
Nardley Docteur Social Work
Amber D. Duran Social Work
Sabrina Edwards-Mitchell 

Social Work
Sarah L. Elix Social Work
Keith A. Esparza Social Work 
Rebeca Jenae Esparza 

Social Work
Ivan Espinoza Social Work
Amanda R. Forbes 

Social Work
Keyona Nakeya Franklin 

Social Work
Claudia Galindo Social Work
Ashten Noel Gallagher 

Social Work
Kiara Gaton Social Work
Emily J. Gerke Social Work
Christina M. Gonzales 

Social Work
Joelene R. Gonzalez 

Social Work
Katonia H. Goods 

Social Work
Alasandria Rakale Graham 

Social Work
Jassy J. Gray Social Work
Esperanza Ysela Gutierrez 

Social Work
Nubia Susana Gutiérrez-Bo-

land Social Work
Walanna Haber Social Work
Hayley E. Hammond 

Social Work
Charles Jason Hand 

Social Work
Jennifer L. Hare Social Work

Lakita Harris - Davison 
Social Work

Tina Marie Hayes 
Social Work

Colette Hellenkamp 
Social Work

Arshonye’ Henderson 
Social Work

Monica Yvette Hernandez 
Social Work

Rocio Herrera Social Work
Arvesha Jeannie Hill-Cross-

white Social Work
Darciea Wade Hinnant 

Social Work
Dominique P. Holman 

Social Work
Valerie Homidas Social Work
Roxanne S. Ibarra 

Social Work
Kimberly A. Ignacio 

Social Work
Navada L. Jackson 

Social Work
Carmen Jeffrey Social Work
Ebony N. Johnson 

Social Work
Cassandra N. Jones 

Social Work
Shannon Jones Social Work
Jocelia J. Kidio Social Work
Maria A. Krzecka Social Work
Ali Landers Social Work
Karalynne M. Latham 

Social Work
Jutina Shatell Latson 

Social Work 
Caitlin J. Leak Social Work
Diana Luz León Social Work
Chi Quita La Shawn Mack 

Social Work
Jessica Marroquin 

Social Work
Joanna Martinez Social Work
Kokola McJunkins 

Social Work
Amy L. Mills Social Work
Sabrina Edwards Mitchell 

Social Work
Amanda J. Mizer Social Work
Starkisha Kimmieyatta Moore 

Social Work
Melissa R. Morgan 

Social Work
Amy C. Myers-Doyle 

Social Work
Deborah A. Nelson 

Social Work
Nathaly Maria Olascoaga 

Social Work
Sicily Higuey Alexandria Opi-

ana Social Work
Courtney A. Payton 

Social Work
Jean Joyce Pena Social Work
Emily A. Penland Social Work
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So I will always tell myself

That I am nothing but the creep-
ing dark

And nothing you say will make 
me think

I deserve a chance at the light

(Now read from the bottom up)

The Young Men of Promise 
is an organization whose 
primary purpose is to create 
social and professional links 
between students and staff.
While the organization is a 
retention initiative targeted 
towards the relatively small 
male population at Our Lady 
of the Lake, all students are 
welcome at the organizations 
officially sponsored mixers, 
poetry nights and other social 
events. While Young Men of 
Promise only officially meet 
once or twice a semester 
there are more informal gath-
erings by its members and 
sponsors, for other activities 
such as bowling. This group 

seeks to offer experiences 
that are wonderful opportu-
nities for expression, experi-
ences and networking. The 
most important thing that 
Young Men of Promise wants 
to do on campus is assure 
you that we all have a similar 
background in many ways, 
and regardless of how you 
might feel, someone else has 
been there and you are never 
alone at OLLU. 

Organization Of The Month
The Young Men Of Promise

Poem Of The Month
(Untitled)

I am Pitch Black

So don’t try to tell me that

I am one with the light

Because in the very end

I will become one with darkness

And I won’t pretend and lie by saying

There is always light within me

- Michael A Moreno

(Inspired From: Pretty Ugly, By 
Abdullah Shoaib)

By William Moriarty, Head Reporter

Melissa G. Picon Social Work
Olivia Pokluda Social Work
Jazmin A. Ponce Social Work
Kaylee Elizabeth Purvis 

Social Work
Megan M. Quinn Social Work
Heather R. Quiroz 

Social Work
Leonyla Rosaly Ramirez 

Social Work
Melanie Ann Ramirez 

Social Work
Sandi A. Regruto Social Work
Brian D. Reichner 

Social Work
Kendra Kashawn Rice 

Social Work
Nekisha Riley Social Work 
Jessica L. Ripes Social Work
Adrian Clemente Rodriguez 

Social Work
Raul Rodriguez III 

Social Work
Czarvitto Rogers Social Work
Arianne Schwade-Kassel 

Social Work
Alexis Mone’t Shannon 

Social Work
Demeshia LaShelle Shannon 

Social Work
Jessica Sibert Social Work
Collin Smith Social Work
Valeda Smith Social Work
Carmen Sotelo Social Work
LaQuanda Rachelle Spencer 

Social Work
Tama Stears Social Work
Johnell Stevens Social Work
Steven A. Sturm Social Work
Elizabeth I. Swedin 

Social Work
Tonya Taylor Social Work
Amanda L. Thenor 

Social Work
Victoria R. Thornton 

Social Work
Alejandra Trevino 

Social Work
Sarah Elizabeth Dance Under-

hill Social Work
TIna VanHook Social Work
Rebecca M. Vaughn 

Social Work
Cindy Velez Social Work
Dawn M. Velez Social Work
Cinthia Rossely Warren 

Social Work
Johnisha Aeriel Watlington 

Social Work
Lurdes Minaya Weathersby 

Social Work
Jessica West Social Work
Cynthia J. Wiggins 

Social Work
Megann Wilkerson 

Social Work

Dayonisia L’Ainka Williams-
Breitenbach Social Work

Camil E. Williams Social Work
Leanne Michelle Williams 

Social Work
Karen Willis Social Work
Charles Dalton Wilson Jr. 

Social Work
Carol Ann Wright 

Social Work
Martina A. Wright 

Social Work
Caitlin S Young Social Work
Austra Y. Zapata Social Work
Bachelor of Arts
Allysa N. Barrientos 

Criminology and Criminal Justice
Mark Cantu Psychology
Daniella M. Carrizal 

Psychology
Jessica Castillo Criminology 

and Criminal Justice
Christina Marlena Cisco 

Criminal Justice
Brandi Nicole Crowell 

Communication Disorders
Matthew R. Espinosa 

Criminology and Criminal Justice
Oigres Garcia Criminology 

and Criminal Justice
Perry Harper Sociology
Vivian E. Hernandez 

Psychology
Jessica M. Lang Psychology
Claudia N. Limon 

Sociology
Amberlyn Rose Lopez 

Sociology
Antonio Lozano III 

Psychology
Cynthia Veronica Martinez 

Psychology
John Branden Martinez 

Criminal Justice
Jessica L. Mendez 

Criminal Justice
Alexa Victoria Mora 

Psychology
Karina Najera Criminology 

and Criminal Justice
Krystal Iieoma Ochulo 

Psychology
Cecilia D. Oliva Psychology
Vanessa Perez Psychology
Stephanie Ramirez 

Psychology
Mohamed D. Salem 

Psychology
Klaryssa V. Sanchez 

Communication Disorders
Jean Teague Human Sci-

ences
Ana P. Trevizo Psychology
Salina A. Vitela Psychology
Lucynda C. Zambrano 

Criminal Justice

Kathleen Zamora 
Psychology

Bachelor of Science
Jessica M. Castillo 

Interdisciplinary Studies
Sarah E. Castro Interdisciplin-

ary Studies
Alexandria Melanie Moreno 

Interdisciplinary Studies
Jennifer A. Prather 

Interdisciplinary Studies
Amber Lee Soriano 

Interdisciplinary Studies
Bachelor of Social Work
Louis L. Cousins Jr 

Social Work
Jennifer L. Garcia 

Social Work
Sabrina Garza Social Work
Jessica M. Gillum 

Social Work
Joseph E. Goins Social Work
Noe Z. Gonzalez Social Work
Deeann A. Greehey 

Social Work
Rosalinda Guia Social Work
Kandra Aidee Hernandez 

Social Work
Natalie J. Manzello 

Social Work
Cassandra R. Martinez 

Social Work
Stephanie A. Martinez 

Social Work
Janet Y. Mata Social Work
Kenneth B. Matthews, III 

Social Work
Manuel G. Mendoza, Jr. 

Social Work
Jacob Ross Minjarez 

Social Work
Alyssa Jean Munguia 

Social Work
Roy Navarro Social Work
Sheila Marie Phillips 

Social Work
Sydney S. Puig Social Work
Amanda M. Ramirez 

Social Work
Brittany N. Reyes Social Work
Linda Angel Consuelo Reyes 

Social Work
Jacklyn Roxanne Rodriguez 

Social Work
Rocio Morales Salazar 

Social Work
Armando G. Sanchez 

Social Work
Mitzy Nallely Torres 

Social Work
**Ariel Adriana Trevino 

Social Work
Anyssa M. Ybarra 

Social Work
*Dual Degree     **OLLU 

Honors



STUDENT LIFEDECEMBER 2018
Volume 65, Issue 4

Are you tying the knot soon? 
If you are, you should consid-
er reciting your vows at Our 
Lady of the Lake University. 
Find out if students or alumni 
get a discount. You spend 
your undergraduate career 
and maybe even obtain your 
masters here at OLLU, but 
have you ever considered 
getting married at the Lake? 
Bride to be Vanessa Perez she 
shared her ideal wedding 
venue. “I think what attracts 
me most to the chapel is just 
the detail that it is with the 
decorating, the architecture 
and the glass windows, it’s 
just very beautiful overall. 
”The Sacred Heart Chapel at 
Our Lady of the Lake has been 
the site where many students 
not only obtain their gradu-
ation rings, but also their 
wedding rings. Vice President 
of Mission and Ministry Gloria 
Urrabazo says that the Chapel 
has never hosted weddings. 
“Well the chapel never origi-
nally used to have weddings, 
early on it was really strictly 

for the sisters because at one 
time there were so many they 
would fill the chapel. If your 
partner isn’t catholic, Uraba-
zzo has provided a solution. 
The chapel is called Sacred 
Heart Conventual Chapel and 
that chapel is for weddings, 
one partner if they’re getting 
married needs to be catholic.” 
Urrabazo provided a list of 
what the couple needs for 
their big day. “They are told 
that they do need to bring 
their own priest. We do not 
provide that, nor do we 

provide music, they can give 
them a list of musicians to 
call, but they pretty much 
have to provide everything.” 
Urrabazo even told us why 
couples should come back 
and get married at the chapel. 
“The sacrament of marriage is 
all about the public testimony 
of their love commitment 
to the community that they 
were apart of so that would 
be one of the neat reasons to 
come back and get married in 
the place that they discovered 
each other.” Thinking about 

taking the plunge? Why not 
do it here at the lake!
     Our Lady of the Lakes 
SacreHeart Chapel, is now 
the destination for students 
to come back and recite 
their vows. We spoke to the 
university events assistant 
for weddings and reserva-
tions, Gustavo Villa Jr. about 
the precise number of 
alumni who get married at 
the lake. “Looking back at 
records there’s usually about 
100 if not more that come 
back.”Villa provided us the 
answers to the questions ev-
eryone wants to know.“There 
is not a wait list. Currently we 
do have weddings scheduled 
up to 2020, but there’s not a 
wait list. There is not a student 
discount unfortunately for the 
chapel now but if a wedding 
party does want to use the 
auditorium for a reception 
they are given a discount on a 
reception hall price.” Villa pro-
vided us with the cost. “The 
cost is $1100 for the chapel. 
For the auditorium its $1500. 
Villa velieves the chapel 
would be a great place to 

Taking the plunge at OLLU
have a weding. “My biggest 
thing is that the chapel is 
beautiful. We’re called the 
hidden gem of the west side, 
because of the ornateness of 
the chapel and the time and 
care that the sisters took in 
building it,” he said.
   If you’re getting married 
soon you should consider the 
Sacred Heart Chapel. Villa also 
said that the events reserva-
tion team is making a website 
to make the wedding reserva-
tion process easier.

By Loren DeLeon

A film maker from the lake
By Santiago Reyes

Karina Martinez, a film 
maker and senior at Our Lady 
of The Lake University. As a 
daughter of an immigrant 
family from Mexico, Karina 
came to Our Lady of the 
Lake undecided on what she 
wanted to be. She felt as if she 
needed to major in some-
thing with great importance 
to society, and for this reason 
she was a Biology/chemistry 
major. She felt as if she need-
ed to make what her parents 
sacrifice meaningful. Even 
though she wanted to make 
her family proud, she was not 
happy. When grades were 
dropping and the realization 
that she was not passionate 
about biology, she sat with 
her parents and decided to 
pursue what made her happy. 
Martinez said, “in reality my 

parents came here for me to 
be happy.” Martinez found her 
love when she pursued film 
and drama.

Martinez said, “as soon 
as I started taking film and 
theater classes, I found my 
calling, my passion, my place.” 
Martinez is thankful for the 
opportunity she’s had to learn 
from professors like, Profes-
sor Winstead and Professor 
Lewis. She believes that film 
is important to people, and 
that it is a way to express 
yourself through the process 
of creating films for people to 
love and enjoy. She said “film 
allows me to show my voice 
through motion picture.”

Martinez came in to OLLU 
and was involved from the 
start, not only did she keep 
up with her classes, social 

life and work, she also was 
involved in many school ac-
tivities. She was very involved 
with the Sisters of Devine 
Providence, she was part of 
the Providence leadership 
program and even became 
a CDP associate and worked 
with the Mobile Ministry.

In more resent accomplish-
ments Martinez has been a 
reporter for the Lake Front 
News since 2016. She is a 
current stage manager at the 
24th streets theater here at 
OLLU and has even produced 
two of her own plays. She has 
currently written and filmed 
her first short film.

Karina Martinez is an aspir-
ing and talented film maker 
here at Our Lady of the Lake 
and she hopes to make her 
family proud when she re-

ceives her college degree the 
day of graduation.
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The Journey of a full time mom and student
By Elyssa Tijerina

Janet Gutierrez, a senior 
from Our Lady of the Lake 
University, lives a double 
life. Some don’t see her as a 
mom, but she is older than 
she looks. Janet Gutierrez 
has been through thick and 
thin. Janet is a non-traditional 
student being 25 and a single 
mother to a wonderful six-
year-old daughter named 
Sofia. She has come from a 
family of six children. Despite 
being the fourth born of the 
six children she is the first of 
her family to attend college. 
Janet is extremely passion-
ate about equality and social 
justice in general. What really 
bothers her is to see someone 
treated differently because of 
their sexual orientation, race, 
gender, and the list can go on.

While Janet Gutierrez was 
born and raised in San Anto-
nio, she said, “I didn’t move a 
lot, but we did travel to places 
for vacations such as Florida, 
California, and New Mexico. 
Traveling has played a big 
role in perspective of wanting 
to go outside of my comfort 
zone in order to ensure I have 
continual growth as a person. 
Oftentimes, a person can 
become stagnant and lose 
their yearning for innovation 
as they get used to their day 

in and day out routines. How-
ever, if you challenge yourself 
and push yourself to try new 
things, you’ll gain a fresh 
perspective while growing 
whether it be emotionally or 
spiritually as a person.”

She took several dual credit 
classes in high school at San 
Antonio College, and has an 
associates in Applied Arts. 
Janet will be graduating with 
a bachelor’s in social work in 
May 2019. After that gradua-
tion Janet  plans on further-
ing her education to receive 
a master’s in social work, 
where she plans to sit for her 
licensure for Licensed Clinical 
Social Workers. However, her 
end goal would to be to get 

a PhD and go into academia. 
“Within five years I would 
like to be a Licensed Clini-
cal Social Worker and be at a 
non-profit. Year 10 working 
on my PhD,” she said.

Janet has been in the 
Dean’s List three semesters in 
a row, President’s Volunteer 
Service Award (silver and 
bronze), Rising Leader Award 
presented by OLLU. When 
asked about her accomplish-
ments, Gutierrez said, “I have 
been Co-Chair of Oiga Mí Voz 
LaTeena Youth Conference 
twice, Co-Chair of the Hunger 
Banquet, inducted into Phi 
Alpha Honor Society and 
National Society of Leader-
ship and Success. Likewise, 
she is involved with the Dr. 
Ronald E. McNair Scholars 
Program, President of Worden 
Social Work Organization, LIFE 
Program Mentor, and Sigma 
Theta Epsilon’s Sweetheart.”

For being both a full time 
mom and student, Janet 
seems to make it look easy. 
When asked what her secret 
to success was, she said, that 
the greatest remedy she has 
found to balancing two of my 
identities are combining my 
worlds. “I bring my daughter 
to campus pretty regularly. 
Janet believes bringing her 
not only provides quality time 
for them, but it also shows 

her what she can expect 
when she goes to college and 
it teaches her how to bal-
ance everything. She never 
stepped foot in a university 
until she  was in high school. 
I feel bringing her with me so 
often will allow her to feel so 
comfortable in higher educa-
tion that it’ll be like second 
nature to her, and she won’t 
allow anyone to tell her that 
she can’t succeed, whether it 
be in her academic endeavors 
or in life.  Getting assistance 
from her parents has been a 
tremendous help and profes-
sionally Professor Medina 
and Dr. Hawley-Bernardez, 
and Dr. Williams. Janet said, “I 
wouldn’t say I had someone 
I aspired to be more like hav-
ing a driving force, a motivat-
ing factor and that would be 
my mom.”

Gutierrez  was a McNair 
scholar. “I was attracted to 
McNair because continuing 
my education has always 
been a goal for me. However, 
being a first-generation stu-
dent, I haven’t always known 
how to go about making 
that a possibility. McNair not 
only prepares me for gradu-
ate school, but it also gives 
wonderful opportunities to 
conduct my own research and 
present it around the United 
States. Giving the perspec-
tive that everyone’s opinion 
matters. We may not have 

to agree with what is being 
said, but everyone has a right 
to voice their opinion. I tell 
my daughter her voice is the 
most powerful aspect about 
her and not to ever let anyone 
diminish that. I am involved in 
volunteering at The People’s 
House, Haven for Hope, and 
Christian Hope Resource Cen-
ter,” she said.

Robert Oliva Jr. a junior at 
Our Lady of the Lake Univer-
sity Robert  met Janet a little 
over a year ago and the time 
since then has been incred-
ible. They met at an event that 
her organization was putting 
on and that the fraternity we 
are now both in was helping 
at. Robert said, “Since then, 
we have become so close 
that I would say she is my 
best friend. There are many 
things that I have come to 
like about Janet. She is a fun, 
loving, hard working woman 
who has persevered through 
so much and keeps striving 
for greatness. The thing I am 
going to miss the most about 
Janet is the way the room 
lights up when she walks in. 
There’s a certain type of en-
ergy that is brought to all that 
she encounters. I am going 
to miss the memories of her 
stories and jokes the most. 
She is always down for a good 
story and laugh.”

Different cultures and their traditions and celebrations
By Patience Okpe

In several countries there 
are different types of tradi-
tional celebrations which 
are unique in their own way. 
The culture and traditions 
of other places stand out 
differently as they celebrate 
in every religion. Our Lady of 
the Lake University students 
were excited to talk about 
their own celebrations they 
have back home and how 
important it is to them. Tijana 
Kruta is from Montenegro, 
and she said, ‘’We celebrate 
Christmas, Easter and New 
Year in Montenegro, but our 
most important celebration is 

St. Patrons day.  Every family 
has their own special day to 
celebrate the St. Patron’s day. 
During that time friends and 
families come to spend time 
with who ever is celebrating 
the occasion.” 
Cultural and traditional 
events are the most impor-
tant pieces of our society, 
because it brings people 
together. Kelvin was born in 
London, but his parents are 
from Congo. Kelvin himself 
takes his culture very serious-
ly. “I love it, I love the making 
of cultural events, love the 
traditional dance during the 
cultural event in Congo, I love 

the feeling, the energy, the 
whole ideal, it is awesome,” 
he said. “Cultural event is a 
way to identify what tribe you 
from and I am happy to have 
experienced such’,” he said.
    Zerina Shatri is from Kosovo 
and is very excited to talk 
about the most important cel-
ebration in her country. “The 
most popular celebration 
in Kosovo is Independence 
Day and it has been the most 
interesting celebration when 
friends and families come 
together to spend time with 
each other. We also share 
food and drinks to everyone 
showing the important of 

Independence Day in Kosovo.,’ 
Shatri said.
    Cultural events can help 
students come to know what 
their heritage is, and learn 
what it is like to truly embrace 
their identity. Upe Atosu is 
from Nigeria and she is very 
excited to share her culture.‘’I 
love the Nigerian cultural 
celebration and the impact it 
has in my life. I have always 
wanted to know more about 
the other Nigeria traditions, 
because we have more than 
520 languages in Nigeria and 
the most common celebra-
tion is Christmas, New Year, 
and Easter which stand out 

to be the best. We also have 
other traditional celebrations. 
Each tribe has their own na-
tive type of celebration that 
comes alongside the tribe you 
are. Part of the native celebra-
tion we have is Igede Agba 
and the Igala festival.” 
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No place like home - senior bids farwell
By Danielle Ojeda

Most individuals that go off 
to college plan to spend no 
more than four years getting 
to know themselves and their 
university. Of Course, striving 
for a PhD may sign someone 
up-to eight years of school. 
However, Cassandra Davis has 
called Our Lady of the Lake 
University “home” for - years.

No, Davis did not fail 320 
hours of classes.

The 22-year-old OLLU saint, 
is the daughter and grand-
daughter of two professors 
who taught at the university. 
Therefore, Davis has been 
taunting the campus ducks 
and exploring the historic 
buildings long before she 
started her journey as a stu-
dent musician.

“I have been studying 
music for four years now and 
have been playing the flute 
for 12 years” stated Davis. Da-
vis explained how she hopes 
her furthered education in 
music leads her to become a 

music teacher where she can 
share her knowledge with 
other aspiring musicians.

Professor Owen Duggan, 
lecturer of music and per-
forming arts, expressed how 
Davis has grown in “con-
ducting, flute playing and 
organizational skills” over the 
past four years he has had 
her as a student. “Cassi has a 
very strong work ethic and I 
believe her passion for music 
will lead her to be a profes-
sional musician or teacher,” 
Duggan said.

Davis’ drive for learning 
about music and enthusiasm 
for the OLLU jazz band gives 
Duggan no doubt about 
Davis’ successful future. Dug-
gan explained some of Davis’ 
many strengths in what she 
does are “Sight reading music, 
excellent rhythm, also truly 
skillful at warming up the 
jazz band before practice and 
performances”.

Along the path of her 
education, Davis has bal-
anced being a member of 

the university jazz band, and 
a student tour guide/office 
assistant, with school work. 
Marisa Valdez, Campus visitor 
coordinator for undergradu-
ate admissions at OLLU, has 
been working with Davis for 
over a year now. Valdez de-
scribed Davis as “a go getter” 
in her job at the OLLU admis-
sions office.

“She learns very quickly, 
gets along great with her 
team and is an individual that 
loves to get to know a lot of 
different things,” Valdez said..

Working as a tour guide for 
prospective students is a per-
fectly fit job for a person who 
has witnessed the university 
grow over the years. “From my 
years of learning the amazing 
history of our congregation 
and programs at the lake, I 
can say the music and fine 
arts department has been 
something that has grown 
with me.”

The university has become 
extremely familiar for Davis, 

yet she shared how she is still 
learning new stories from 
OLLU’s significant history. “My 
favorite stories about OLLU 
are the ones that took place 
in Moye building” Davis said, 
“Not a lot of new students 
know that Moye building is 
where the CDP’s and girls 
resided when the university 
was an all-girls academy from 
1895 to 1969”. Certainly, back 
then rules were much stricter 
at a Catholic-private institu-
tion, therefore stories of the 
students pulling pranks and 
being sneaky around campus 
are ones Davis cannot help 
but to love and learn about.

“If you look closely at the 
statue of St. Theresa in Moye 
hall you will maybe notice her 

What does the future hold for this saint?
By Hope Winningham

Graduation draws ever clos-
er for a lot of the Our Lady of 
the Lake University scholars, 
whether they graduate this 
fall or in the spring. For years, 
OLLU’s Seniors have been on 
a long and arduous journey 
and soon that journey will 
draw to a close. Although 
this years seniors will all walk 
the same stage , the paths 
they took to get there are all 
different.

Tamarea Session has been 
attending Our Lady of the 
Lake University for the last 
4 years. Born and raised in 
San Antonio, Session came 
to OLLU in the Fall of 2015 to 
pursue her career in Psycholo-
gy : Pre- Counseling. Majoring 
in Psychology and minoring 
in Social Welfare and Social 
Justice to help families and 
counsel couples in need of 

help.
This senior has gone above 

and beyond to show her 
love and dedication for this 
campus by her volunteer 
work and involvement efforts. 
Tamarea is currently in Kappa 
Delta Chi sorority, a presti-
gious volunteer geared orga-
nization that can be found on 
campus. When asked what 
her most memorable mo-
ment was and why, she said 
“I was able to find a group of 
people that accepted me for 
who I am”. Awakening, being 
an orientation leader, and the 
L.I.F.E program are some of 
the other campus organiza-
tions she is involved in.

Students at Our Lady of the 
Lake University have various 
reasons why they chose this 
school out of all the rest. “The 
community brought me to 
OLLU because everyone so 
nice and caring. Coming from 

a big school and everybody 
doing their own thing it was 
different because majority of 
people here know each other 
and genuinely want to help 
you succeed” Sessions said.

Brenda Guerrero who is a 
Faculty member at OLLU has 
impacted this students path 
in a positive way. “She has al-
ways been so understanding 
and helpful when I needed 
help. She has always been a 
helping hand.”

This student seeks to make 
sure that others are thought 
about and the well being of 
others is very important to 
this OLLU scholar. “My goal is 
cheer up at least one person 
a day.”  The reason behind this 
is everybody is going to have 
good day or bad day but it 
helps when someone going 
through something changes 
their perspective about the 
whole situation by thinking 

on the brighter side of things,” 
she said.

To get away, Tamarea goes 
for walks in the park and 
loves to read books. Listen-
ing to music and watching 
television and movies is other 
hobbies this student loves. 
Memorizing the different 
scenes from movies is what 
makes watching movies for 
her enjoyable.

Her favorite quote is “My 
mission in life is not merely 

to survive, but to thrive; and 
to do so with some passion, 
some compassion, some hu-
mour and some style.” - Maya 
Angelou.

Her journey is just getting 
started and she has plans to 
come back to this campus to 
build onto the education she 
will have completed in the 
spring. After her bachelor’s 
is completed she plans to 
pursue a Masters’ Degree in 
Marital and Family Therapy.

toenails are painted red! This 
was definitely not funny back 
then but now left there as 
part of OLLU’s character,” Da-
vis said when asked what her 
favorite campus secret was.

Our Lady of the Lake is a 
huge part of my childhood 
and the foundation of my 
music education” said Davis. 
Although Davis has had 
the opportunity to travel 
all around the U.S, 48 states 
to be exact, San Antonio is 
home, and there is no place 
like home.

“Providence may lead me 
across the world or some-
where in the city, but no 
matter where I end up, OLLU 
is in my heart and my home 
alway,” Davis said.
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December
Home Schedule

Athlete of the 
Month

Basketball
Thursday, December 13

Women’s Basketball v. University 
of St. Thomas - Houston @ 5:30 
p.m. (Mabee Gymnasium)

Men’s Basketball v. University of 
St. Thomas - Houston @ 7:30 p.m. 
(Mabee Gymnasium)

Kasey Saldana, a junior, 
scored more than 100 points 
in just six games for the 
basketball team in Novem-
ber. In five of those games, 
she scored in double digits, 
including against Xavier 
University with 25 and Okla-
homa City University with 
her career-high 33 points. 
Saldana, who has played for 
the Saints for three years, is 
third in the NAIA in free throw 
percentage at 95.2 percent 
and sixth in 3-point field goals 

Photo and information courtesy of Sports Information Office

Tribute to Mr. 1K
By Jeremy Falkner

Many may know senior bas-
ketball star Darion Brown as 
“Mr. 1K” or by his extravagant 
hair flying down the court 
for the Our Lady of the Lake 
University’s basketball team. 
However, Brown is more than 
just an elite player on his way 
to play professional basket-
ball; his captivating personal-
ity has touched the lives of 
many individuals on and off 
the court.

Brown, a Louisiana native 
was struck by tragedy at 
the age of 13 when Hurri-
cane Katrina pummeled his 
hometown. Brown’s mother 
made the decision to move 
to the Dallas area due to all 
the damage Hurricane Katrina 
caused them. Brown’s love for 
basketball not only gave him 
a positive outlet growing up 
but also paved a way for him 
to receive a higher education 
here at OLLU with the loving 
support of his mother. Brown 
came to OLLU in 2014 and be-
gan his athletic career where 
he had an immediate impact 
on the court.

Throughout Brown’s 
basketball career he accom-
plished so much on the court. 
Brown was named to the Red 
River All-Conference team 
three out of his four seasons 
and in his senior year received 
the scholar-athlete award; 
which recognizes star athletes 
who excel academically. 
However, one of his greatest 
basketball accomplishments 
at OLLU was the day he joined 
the coveted 1,000-point club 
which has only been done 
by five other men earning 
him the nickname “Mr. 1K” 
from his teammates. Brown 
finished his career with a total 
of 1,116 points for OLLU.

When asked what Brown’s 
favorite thing about being 
here at OLLU was he couldn’t 
name just one. A couple of 
things Brown valued most 
about playing basketball here 
at OLLU one being the OLLU 
community and the other 
being able to be surrounded 
by such great teammates. 
Talking about the OLLU com-
munity Brown said, “They 
took me in and with winning 
everyone just loves you, but 
it’s a genuine love and they 
truly want to see the team 
succeed”. Brown also values 

the continued brotherhood 
he has gained from all his 
teammates; Brown recently 
had a birthday and was 
receiving birthday wishes 
from teammates he played 
with years ago and knowing 
that they still thought and 
remember him truly meant a 
lot to him.

Brown didn’t want to just 
be known for his impact on 
the court but also his off the 
court impact. He was chal-
lenged by one of his coaches; 
if any player had a GPA over 
3.5 they didn’t have to attend 
the team’s study hall. Brown 
used that as motivation and 
hit the books harder than 
ever before. Brown said bye to 
study hall after raising his GPA 
over 3.5 which then led him 
to receive the scholar-athlete 
award later in 2018.

Brown was raised a Catho-
lic and that made OLLU a 
perfect fit for him to be able 
to continue his religious 
practice, but also gave him 
the ability to encourage oth-
ers to do the same. Brown 
became a member of a bible 
study group on campus and 
when the leader of the group 
graduated Brown took it 
upon himself to continue the 
Bible study groups bringing 
as many students together as 
he could.

On December 13, 2018, 
Brown will be walking the 
stage receiving his Bachelor 
of Arts in Business Manage-
ment with a minor in Kine-
siology in a mere four and 
a half years, a monumental 
achievement for any college 
student, yet alone a student-
athlete. Student-athletes 
are constantly on the road 
during the season so keeping 

up with their schoolwork is 
difficult. Brown said commu-
nication with the professors 
is one key to success but hav-
ing the self-motivation and 
dedication to want to excel is 
the main key to succeeding 
academically throughout the 
season.

As Brown ventures off into 
his post-college life, he will 
be missed around campus, 
but he’s going to miss; “Being 
a student, a college student; 
being a college student then 
going into the real world 
that’s a whole different story,” 
Brown said.

Brown does have some 
advice for future students of 
OLLU; “Come in and be ready 
for a friendly environment 
everyone here actually cares 
about you and believe it or 
not no matter how hard the 
classes are the teachers and 
people really care about you”, 
Brown said.

What’s next for “Mr. 1K” 
though? Well, Brown is off to 
Mexico! Brown will be playing 
professional basketball in 
Chihuahua, Mexico in hopes 
of being recruited to play in a 
European Professional League 
soon. Brown’s mother is excit-
ed he’s still going to be close 
to home with Chihuahua only 
a 10-hour drive from Dallas. 
Patty Constantin the Assistant 
Director for Sports Informa-
tion at OLLU said, “I am proud 
of what he has accomplished, 
and I look forward to what he 
will achieve in the future.”

To follow Brown’s career 
throughout Mexico and 
everywhere his talents take 
him, his Instagram and Twit-
ter accounts’ screen name is 
5TooCold.

made per game at 3.333. She 
is first overall in the Red River 
Athletic Conference in free 
throw percentage, second in 
3-point field goals made per 
game with 3.33/20 and third 
in scoring with 17.67 points 
per game. Saldana earned 
Conference Player of the 
Week for her efforts. She is 
a native of San Antonio, and 
she is majoring in biology.

Saturday, December 15
Women’s Basketball v. Houston-

Tillotson University @ 5:30 p.m. 
(Mabee Gymnasium)

Men’s Basketball v. Houston-Tillot-
son University @ 7:30 p.m. (Mabee 
Gymnasium)


