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Many changes have
taken place on campus
since last semester.

THE LAKE FRONT

Our Lady of the Lake University

Editorial: Out with the old

and in with the new

By Gianna Rendon
Managing Editor

Over the summer
there have been many
new changes, and this
Lake Front issue is only
one of many. We have new
faculty, new renovations
and a new sports team.
Although change often
comes with a negative
connotation, these chang-
es are bringing new life to
the university. Each school

year is the perfect time to
begin with a clean slate
(and other such cliché’s).

Our newspaper is
starting off with a super
awesome staff and sup-
portive new advisor. We
also have new events
planned for this year like a
journalism workshop for
high school students and
“An Evening with Humans
of San Antonio.”

We have also changed
our front cover to include

more graphic art created
by student designers. This
year we hope to bring you
stories about new occur-
rences as well as a fresh
takes on continuing events
such as the search for a
new university president.
At The Lake Front, we wel-
come change as we wel-
come all new faculty staff
and students to OLLU.
Cheers!
gerendon@ollusa.edu
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According to initial findings of a government study, student-loan
debt has reached a record $1 trillion

HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT STUDENT LOANS?
HOW DO THEY AFFECT YOU?

Victoria Torres,
freshman kinesiology
major, said she plans
to take out a student
loan next year because
she currently has to pay
$1,500 out of pocket.

Samuel Bonilla, freshman
sociology major, said he
has loans because he
“didn’t want to pay it out

of my pocket right away.”
Bonilla pays $3,000 per
year to attend here.

Kotia Whitaker, senior art
major, said prisons are filled
with offendors for selling

or taking drugs and that is
ridiculous. “If marijuana was
legal, we could imprison
more dangerous people.”

Arturo Mendiola Jr., ju-
nior sociology major, said
it's good to make small
payments while in school
to decrease loan debt. He
expects to owe $10,000
after graduating.

Jonathan Yanez, junior
kinesiology major, advises
studets to make paying
back loans a priority.
“Good grades allow for
more academic scholar-
ships to pay for school.”
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IT'S COMPLICATED
Freshman Survival 101

What upperclassmen wish they would have been told

By Gianna Rendon
Managing Editor

Since the first month
of classes has already gone
by, you might have started
to develop a routine. But
here are some tips to make
the transition to your new
home smoother.

gerendon@ollusa.edu

1. Take care of your body The
Freshmen 15 is very real. Al-
though it is hard to eat healthy
on campus, the UWAC pro-
vides free work out sessions so
you can stay fit. Yoga is a great
way to relieve stress and it is of-
fered free at 6 p.m. Tuesdays
at the UWAC Aerobics Room.
Circuit Training is also available
Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays at 9 a.m. in the UWAC
Aerobics Room. Water Aero-
bics are available in the IFCC
pool Wednesdays at noon.

2. Read your textbooks

When | was a tutor on campus,
one of my main frustrations
were students not reading their
books. They would have a
question about an assignment
and the concept they were
looking for was in the books. |
have had many professors that

Use or make a wall calendar like this one to keep yourself orga-
nized and not miss homework deadlines. Courtesy photo

have two planners | never look
at either of them. So if you are
like me and need exira sticky
notes on everything to remind
you, then maybe you should
either buy a wall calendar or
make one out of sticky notes.
There is no possible way you
can forget about that important
thing if it is literally starring you
in the face when you wake up.

4. Sleep

Please sleep. At night. Don’t
stay up all night studying or
watching Netflix or talking to
your roommate. You'll end up

around campus. This led to
impromptu movie nights, snack
sessions and tons of laughter.
Never be afraid to go to an
event that maybe you aren't
interested in because you most
likely will come out with new
friends and memories. didn't
want to go to Spirit Day my first
semester, but it was so worth
it because | made new friends
that | still have today.

6. Get in touch with your
spiritual side

If you grew up religious, don't
let college interfere with your

An Evening with

Humans of San Antonio

e o G

spend lectures expanding on .
concepts from the books but fallingasleepinclass, andyou'll ~ relationship with God. Here Hear from the human behf“d the |
not actually cover the book ma-  sleep all day and miss out on  at OLLU, we believe that God Facebook page that is capturing the i
terial that you have to know for  fun events and memory mak-  brought you here for a reason.

atext. So take time now to read
your class materials so you
won't get overwhelmed during
midterms. If you need help un-
derstanding what you read go
to the Tutoring Center at Moye
Garden Level.

3. Make a Wall Calendar and
then Use it

Getting organized is a very
good life skill and it will help
keep you from forgetting im-
portant homework deadiines
or campus activities. Although |

ing opportunities. Although now
you feel invincible, it catches up
to you quickly. You can have
long lasting health side effects
and it can affect your GPA.

5. Every Opportunity is a
great Opportunity to make
friends

Get out of your room, even if
you think that because it's a
Friday afternoon no one is on
campus or that there’s nothing
to do. My freshmen year | made
good friends by just hanging

If you aren't religious there are
many ministries available that
you can just visit to get a taste.
Email ministry@ollusa.edu for
more information about vari-
ous ministries on campus. On
Friday Sept. 26 from 4-9 p.m.,
Providential Discerners is host-
ing a free retreat on campus
just for freshman. It's a perfect
way to start off your school year
right! If you need more infor-
mation contact me (I'm also in
charge of the retreat) at geren-
don@ollusa.edu.

city’s culture one photograph at a time.

6-730PM
October 8, 2014
Blue Room, OLLU
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Enrollment incraase visible throu

By Astrid Villegas
Reporter

A new track team, a
new baseball team, very
strong retention num-
bers, and new recruitment
methods have all contrib-
uted to the all time high
enrollment level. It has af-
fected almost every area of
Our Lady of the Lake Uni-
versity, including Resident
Life, Admissions Office,
and Food Services.

The Residence Life of-
fice is “rocking and rolling”
this 2014 fall semester ac-
cording to Director of Resi-
dence Life Mark Center.

“It has brought more
life, activity, and energy
to the residential campus,
and we're loving it,” Center
said.

Res Life hired a full
staff of residence assis-
tants to cope with the 12

percent increase in occu-
pancy rate. Last year’s oc-
cupancy numbers were at
90 percent; this year they
are at 102 percent.

“We had to breakdown
our show rooms, take stor-
age rooms and consolidate
them, and purchase bunk
beds so that we could have
additional rooms for resi-
dents,” Center said.

Bunk beds were even
placed in Providence Hall
dorms, which are meant to
be single rooms. Resident
assistants, who are usu-
ally placed in single rooms,
initially had to pair -up
with other RAs and room
together as a result of this
overflow. Some have now
received their individual
rooms as student room
cancellations have oc-
curred. A

Returning RA Kendrah
Jowers says some policies
have changed.

“Higher monitoring
actions have: beén taken
because of overflow and

especially because of a lot-

of new freshman,” Jowers

arsiad

Longer lunch lines are only one of many areas affected by thi syear's enrollment increase. Dewe:

lunch lines by food station has helped this situation.. Photo by Astrid Villegas

said.

Admission’s Office
Advisor Shannon Tijerina
said better and more or-
ganized recruitment tech-
niques contributed to the
increase in enrollment.

. “(It was a) combina- -

tion of having a.good team
and being fully staffed,” Ti-

- jerina said. o :
The recruitment staff
- expanded their reach to

high school students by as-
signing advisors to a spe-

cific region. This allowed
them to concentrate on
that one area of the state
rather than all advisors

_traveling everywhere like

in pastyears. =
“We did -a lot more
as far as being visible in

* school hosting events, a lot
. of on the spot admissions,
“and not to mention our
. very competitive academic

scholarships that range
from $4,000 to $16,500,
‘Tijerina said.

Oh many areas on campus

‘But an increase in en-
rollment and residents

means increases in other.

aspects as well.

The number of inspec- -

tions in.the dormitories
has " increased and the

housekeeping  staff also

. has more work to do. One
_ housekeeper who has been
at the university since
2005 noted that she has
seen a lot of students but
never like this semester.
Sister Annie B’s Caf-

eteria has also seen longer

. lunch lines.
“It has' been kind of
‘'overwhelming, but we are

rocking it said- Dewey
“DJ” Johnson, general man-
ager of campus dining.
Johnson said the pur-
chasing has “gone through
the roofs” and that the
Kitchen team is “gracefully
going through the long
lines” The separation of
lines according to different
food stations has helped

y Johnson, general manager of campus dining, said the separation of the

students and ‘his team
cope a little better with the
change hesaid.
Many areas of the uni-
versity seem to be coping
with the increase in enroll-

- ment in their own way, but

most, if not all, describe
this change as a “good

one.
aevillegas@ollusa.eau
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OLLU awarded 93.1
million grant to help
SAG transfer students

5o
sy et

The $3.1 million grant awarded to the university will go towards
helping students transferring here from San Antonio College, more
online courses, expanding tutor availibility and new technology.

Photo by Astrid Villegas

By Desirae Martinez
Reporter

The U.S. Department
of Education awarded Our
Lady of the Lake Univer-
sity and San Antonio Col-
lege a $3.1 million Title
V cooperative grant, Rep.
Lloyd Doggett announced
last month.

The grant will fund
“Camino Hacia el Exito,”
a project that will assist
at least 1,000 students as
they transition from SAC
to OLLU.

“Exito” project was de-
signed to improve gradu-
ation rates for Hispanic,
first-generation  and/or
low-income college stu-
dents. At least half of SAC
students and 75 percent of
OLLU students meet those
criteria. :

- “OLLU and San Anto-
nio College have a shared
mission of serving first-

. generation - college stu-
dents” said OLLU Presi-

dent Sister Jane Ann Slater
in a press release. “This
grant will allow our insti-
tutions to work together
to forge a better and wider
path so that more students
can complete a college de-
gree.”

Funds will be used to
hire a transfer coordinator,
an admission processor
and Ellucian software to
help SAC students transfer
to OLLU to complete a four-
year degree. Funds will
also be used to enhance
student performance by
providing more online
courses, expanding tutor-
ing availability, and obtain-
ing new technology to im-
prove studentengagement.
In addition, there are funds
in the grant for course de-
velopment in education
and Computer Information
Security Systems, along
with new programs such
as chemical ‘biology and
biomathematics.

demartinez@ollusa.edu

By Cristian Ortiz-Salas

LT3R VIEWS

it Hous interor receives freg facei

Reporter

Students got a taste
of Elliott House’s new
and improved interior
design at thei ropen
house, where they also
focused attention on
their purpose at Our
Lady of the Lake Univer-

sity.

The Elliott House, lo-
cated on the west wing of
the university on Provi-
dence Rd., is home to
University Ministry and
the Center for Women in
Church and Society.

Director of Mission
of Ministry Mario Ser-
rano explained that the
Elliott House has been
renewed several times
and has held many dif-
ferent identities.

“The Catholic Church
is always calling us to
renew ourselves, in this
sense we are continually
on a journey,” Serrano
said. “Just like us, this
building is [being] trans-
formed.”

Serrano also believes
that students should
come into a place where
not only spirituality is
vibrant, but that also
reflects who we are and
what we value.

The Elliott House was
built in 1939 and held the
name “Home Management
House.” It then housed
classes for the Home Eco-
nomics major. In 1963,
the name was changed
to its current name in
honor of Katherine El-
liott, who served as the
second House Mother of
the Department of Home
Economics from 1939-
1961. In 1970 the house
served as a counseling
and guidance facility. In
1983, it became the house
of the Center for Women
in Church and Society and
four years ago, it became
the house for the Division
of Mission and Ministry.

The Elliott House now has wooden flooring thanks to the help of university community members who
gathered this summer to renovate the building. Photo by Astrid Villegas

“The Elliott House
has been used for many
purposes,” Serrano said.
“[However], it has always
focused on the students
and the need to be hospi-
table.”

Renovations  began
during the summer but
they were put to a hold
because of the beginning
of the academic year.

The renovations in-
clude new paint coats and
a wooden floor, which
replaced the old carpet.
Replacements and reno-
vations were done ‘at no
cost.

The supplies' used
were already available on
campus and the university
community got together

during the summer to do
the labor itself.

“We got our hands
dirty! We aren’t afraid to
get work done,” Serrano
said.

Jeffrey Huber, alum,
helped with repainting
the office for the Director
of the Center for Women
in Church and Society.

“I helped with the El-
liott House renovation
this summer because
OLLU is my home, and
anything I can do to help
serve the OLLU communi-
tyis a blessed opportunity
to me.” Huber said, “The
CWCS, along with Uni-
versity Ministry and the
other staff of the Elliott
House, truly work to bring

the community together
by nurturing the commu-
nity’s faith, advocating for
a more just community
on- and off-campus, and
bringing together people
around something as sim-
ple as free food!”

The building still
needs some refurbish-
ing and the new wooden
floors still need to be
stained, but it is open for
business.

Serrano reminds the
community of the build-
ing’s open door policy.

“All are welcome to
come to the Elliott House,”
Serrano said. “An event
doesn’t have to be hap-
pening to come.”

caortiz-salas@ollusa.edu
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Mexican A

By Angelica Casas
Editor-In-Chief

Earlier this year in
April, the University of
Texas at Austin (UT) es-
tablished a Mexican Amer-
ican and Latino/a Studies
Department, an interdis-
ciplinary program to edu-
cate on the Hispanic cul-
ture and prepare “young
people to be Latino-serv-
ing professionals,” report-
ed the Daily Texan.

At around the same
time, Our Lady of the Lake
University received 55 ap-
plications from candidates
all over the nation inter-
ested in filling the position
of assistant professor and
program director for the
Mexican American Studies

merican Studies program, CMASR undergoe change

major, a program almost
phased out two years ago
under Tessa Pollack, for-
mer university president.
For Dean Michael
Laney, Ph.D,, of the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences,
this means one of two
things - either there is a
lack of Mexican American
Studies jobs that provide
tenure across the country,
which would account for
the great number of ap-
plicants, or the name the
university has created for
itself as a Hispanic Serving
Institute (HSI) is attracting
academics far and wide.
“It depends on what
filter you are looking
through,” Laney said.
Ezequiel Pefia, new
director for the Center for

Mexican American Stud-
ies and Research (CMASR),
headed the search com-
mittee. Applicants were
from all over the country
including California, New
Mexico, Arizona and Texas.
Aimee Villarreal, Ph.D., the
candidate chosen after
three selection rounds, is
the new associate profes-
sor and program direc-
tor for Mexican American
Studies.

Both the CMASR and
Mexican American Studies
program are undergoing
transformations this year
through their respective
new directors.

“To me, this is the year
of growing,” Pefia said. The
idea of growth inspired
him to make the Center’s
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theme this year “La Cose-
cha: Sowing strains of Sus-
tainability.”

Pefia makes a connec-
tion with the metaphor of
harvest and agriculture to
part of the history of Mexi-
can Americans in the Unit-
ed States and a huge part
of the Chicano Movement.
La Cosecha’s initiatives are
three - cultural program-
ming, course work that
leads to greater cultural
understanding, and re-
search.

The Center offers seed
grants, or “cosecha” grants,
for students and faculty
conducting research in ar-
eas specifically related to
Mexican American studies,
the Spanish language or ei-
ther of these themes mixed
with another discipline or
department on campus.
For a project to be funded,
it must incorporate all as-
pects of a tripartite model
that include service to the
community, faculty en-
gagement in community-
based research, and facul-
ty mentoring of student(s)
through the project.

Pefia said the purpose
of the grants is to help the
students and faculty fund
smaller projects, so they
may test something out on
a small scale and use the
data they find to apply for
a larger grant and fund a
larger project.

Pefia will forgo the
CMASR Conference this
year, but some of the Cen-
ter’s planned program-
ming for the year includes
a lecture series and a stu-
dent symposium.

Students also play a
vital role in the Mexican
American Studies pro-
gram.

“In the discipline we
always need to be reflec-
tive and responsive to
student needs, and know
what's going on in the
world,” Villarreal aid.

Catering to student
needs and expectations is
important to Laney.

“Texas legislature is
expanding Mexican Ameri-
can Studies into school

curriculums,” Laney said.
“We’ll be well-positioned
for students coming out
of high school. Students
who have been exposed to
Mexican American Studies
might come here and say
they want to pursue it.”

Contrary from Texas,
last year in Arizona, a
law was passed banning
Mexican American Stud-
ies curriculum in Tucson.
Villarreal understands the
difficulties faced by the
discipline and wants to use
them in favor of and as in-
spiration for the students.

“Mexican  American
Studies, African Studies, all
ethnic studies are always
having to struggle to sur-
vive at university systems,”
Villarreal said. “We had to
struggle to even be in the
university system. This is a
discipline that was created
out of struggle and you're
expected to always be in
struggle”

She said that as stu-
dents learn about the
struggles, they will be
motivated to seek social
justice and act towards
it. That is why Villarreal
will add to the program
through its revitalization
a focus on policy making
and policy enforcement.

‘I hope we will be
infusing more policy-ori-
ented and more interdis-
ciplinary practice, while
continuing on the social
justice aspect,” Villarreal
said.

For both directors, this
is a time to work united as
a community.

The psychology pro-
gram recently worked
with the Spanish depart-
ment to create a new fo-
cus on Spanish psychology
services. Through it, non-
Hispanics and non-Span-
ish speakers learn Span-
ish as they learn about the
psychology, so they may
later serve the Spanish-
speaking population.

This type of interdis-
ciplinary work is what the
center and program want
to mirror.

“Every discipline

should always draw from
other disciplines,” Pefia
said, pointing out that
work in Mexican Ameri-
can Studies could integrate
themes and theories from
disciplines like public his-
tory, health and wellness,
education equity and pub-
lic policy. “This is a chance
for is to build bridges be-
tween other disciplines.”

The Center is separate
from the Mexican Ameri-
can Studies major but col-
laboration between both
exists.

“The Center really
supports the program and
sees it as a vital part of the
university,” Pefia said. “The
success of the center is in
part from the program.”

Villarreal invites stu-
dents - in the program and
not - to visit her, especially
this year as she creates its
revitalization plan, and tell
her their ideas for the pro-
gram.

“It's not about me and
it's not about a person; It's
about the students,” Vil-
larreal said. “It's not only
my job to be an expert in
Mexican American Studies,
but for me to make other
experts. But it’s your pro-
gram ultimately, what do
you want? And I'm serious,
please come see me.”

Laney, Pefia and Villar-
real all envision a CMASR
and program that can meet
and serve the needs of the
West Side community, pre-
dominantly the Mexican
American population.

“We want to support
students and the commu-
nity Pefia emphasized.
“We're right in the middle
of the West Side and some-
times people ask why we
don’t do more. We want to
look at Mexican American
culture specifically in rela-
tion to the local and global,
not just internally”

This is only the first
year of many changes to
come.

“We’re just beginning,”
Pefia said. “Maybe in the
end we can continue to say,
‘Si se puede y si se pudo.”

amcasas@ollusa.edu
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Ministry Council connects,
promotes community

Campus Ministry leaders and student ministers attend a leadership institute. Courtesy photo

By Kimberly Yosko
Reporter

The Bible promotes
and encourages working
together for a common
good and extending open
hands to all in a spirit of
community. A new Min-
istry Council on campus
wants to do just that.

The Ministry Council
was established during the
summer and is made up
of student representatives
from different ministries
on campus.

“There is a need for
[all of the ministries on
campus] to be on the same
page,’ said Mara Rodri-
guez, University Minister.
“We can be more effective
in our outreach [with] our
ministries.”

Rodriguez said that
this is a way for numerous
ministries and Bible study
groups to collaborate.

“The council will bring
together the different min-
istries in hopes of address-
ing the needs on campus
[and] involving the greater
part of the [OLLU] commu-
nity,” Rodriguez said.

Rodriguez also said
that this could help take

care of any scheduling con-
flicts between groups.

“[Groups] were sched-
uling things on the same
night” Rodriguez said.
“[They could not] support
each other. Now we are in-
creasing collaboration of
ministerial leadership.”

Mel Rivera, one of this
semester’s leaders of the
Awakening Retreat, said
she became involved for
many of the reasons Rodri-
guez stated.

“It is a good idea for
ministries to work to-
gether and give advice and
support each other,” Rivera
said. “This is also a way for
us to promote ministries
to students.”

Kevin Castaneda, lead-
er and founder of the Ignite
Bible Study Group on cam-
pus, agrees with Rivera.

“It is important for
religious life to be part of
a community,” Castaneda
said. “This is our way to
unite different religious
organizations on campus.”

Rodriguez gave an ex-
ample about how the dif-
ferent ministries can col-
laborate.

“Say that Ignite [Bible
study on campus] is go-
ing to be focusing on the

Gospel of John,” Rodriguez
said. “Now, because of the
Ministry Council, everyone
knows that Ignite is focus-
ing on the Gospel of John.
Then, maybe Entrusted
[Women'’s Bible study on
campus], is going to start
trying to use more verses
from John so that it is actu-
ally emphasizing [what Ig-
nite is doing] versus being
so disjointed.”

Rodriguez said that
she hopes that all of the
ministries will be able to
work together toward a
common goal instead of
having individual goals for
each group.

The hope is that [we
will] all be more in sync,
and we will be able to com-
plement each other better,
so that if one group is hit-
ting one need, we already
got that,” Rodriguez said.
“Now, [it is] a matter of
[figuring out] other needs
that there are [in the OLLU
community], and how
[are we] going to address
[those needs].”

For more information
on the Ministry Council,
contact University Min-
istry at ministry@ollusa.
edu.

keyosko@ollusa.edu

|ce Bucket Challenge held in

honor of English professor

English Professor David Sanor (middle), was recently diagnosed with ALS . Courtesy photo

By Jennifer Marroquin
Reporter

David Sanor, Ph.D., has
been a professor of Eng-
lish at Our Lady of the Lake
University for almost 40
years. Of the decades he has
taught here, this year may
be the most different.

Sanor was recently di-
agnosed with Amyotrophic
Lateral Sclerosis (ALS).

“I've had the symp-
toms for quite a while, but
I wasn't diagnosed until the
end of June,” Sanor said.

He has lost the use of
his hands and can scarcely
lift his arms.

“My hands are com-
pletely paralyzed, and I
need help doing most things
like eating, and driving"
Sanor said. “It’s frustrating
not being able to take care
of yourself.”

When Sanor shared the
news with his colleagues
in the English Department,
they found different ways
to support their team mem-
ber.

English Professor
Yvette Benavidez volun-
teered to help co-teach
with Sanor in class. English
Professor Wallis Sanborn,
Ph.D., and the English De-
partment organized the

“ALS Ice Bucket Challenge”
held September 3 during
Club Rush in honor of San-
or. Sanborn also challenged
every other school in the

surrounding San Antonio
area to do it as well.

The Ice Bucket Chal-
lenge has been trending on
social media recently. The
Challenge calls for dump-
ing a bucket of ice water
on yourself and donating
money to the ALS Founda-
tion, or declining the chal-
lenge and donating a larger
amount to the cause.

Two key university
leaders - Dean Michael
Laney and Vice President
Marcheta Evans - helped
lead the effort.

The Challenge had ap-
proximately 40 volunteers
and raised over $500 to
benefit the John Paul II
Medical Research Institute.

Sanor was in atten-
dance watching the event
take place.

“It made me feel good
that so many people were
willing to help me, and to
have such a supportive
community,” Sanor said.

Sanor plans to retire
after this academic year. He
planned his retirement be-
fore being diagnosed, and
didn’t want to his diagnoses
to keep him from teaching.

“Retiring early due to
this diagnoses never en-
tered my mind,” Sanor said.
“I want to continue to teach
as long as I can.”

Sanor teaches linguis-
tics, which has been a pas-
sion of his since his young
teen years.

“My mother was from
Panama. When I was 14, |
was put in charge of teach-
ing my mother how to
speak English,” Sanor said.
“I became very interested in
how different words trans-
lated and changed meaning
from one language to an-
other, and decided to study
that.”

After earning his de-
gree in Linguistics in 1974,
he found a teaching job in
Iran, where he taught Eng-
lish for 2 years. In 1977 he
decided to return to the
states and found a job as
an ESL and English teacher
here at the university.

“The mission is what
really attracted me to the
Lake,” Sanor said. “Once I
came here, 1 saw that the
campus was beautiful.
There was a lot of energy
and dedication from the
faculty and staff. I knew I
didn’t want to work or live
anywhere else.”

Jjamarroquin@ollusa.edu
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New Mexico native Aimee Villarreal, Ph.D., is a professor of Mexican American Studies and the new program director. Photo by Angelica Casas

By Angelica Casas
Editor-In-Chief

The tone of Aimee Vil-
larreal’s voice changes as
she recalls moments spent
with the Chihuahuenses
of New Mexico that in-
troduced her to la “Reno-
vacion Carismdtica,” the
“Charismatic Renewal.”

She describes their
spirit as one without bor-
ders that connects to their
family members back in
Chihuahua, Mexico.

“You get connected
with the spirituality of
faith and the idea of praise
and worship through
dance, song and perfor-
mance,” Villarreal said.
“They call it ‘el postre,
your dessert.”

Villarreal, Ph.D,, is the
new assistant professor
and program director of
Mexican American Studies.
She currently works on the

revitalization plan for the
major, which was nearly
phased out two years ago.

Villarreal is a native of
Santa Fe, New Mexico but
has always had a “Tejano”
connection through her
grandparents, who live in
Mission, Texas, and who
she would visit often.

She received her bach-
elor’s in Spanish and Psy-
chology from New Mexico
State University on a track
scholarship, and then
moved in with her grand-
parents to work with pub-
lic schools of the Valley.

“I have a lot of sym-
pathy and empathy for
athletes because I would
have never gone to college
if not for that scholarship,”
Villarreal said. “My father
told me I better run, and I
better run fast.”

Her firstjob as a physi-
cal education teacher was
not the most ideal, but
through it she realized the

needs of Mexicans living
in the area and the hard-
ships faced by the young
students.

“There was no school
if busses could not run,”
Villarreal said. “There
were 150 kids at PE with
only five basketballs. Mi-
grants would leave me
halfway through the year
and [ always wondered
how I'd keep them up on
their studies.”

She wanted to help the
disadvantaged =~ Mexican
communities here in Texas,
but first went on to receive
her master’s in Bicultural
Bilingual Studies from the
University of Texas at San
Antonio and then started
working at Palo Alto Col-
lege, where she taught stu-
dents with limited English
proficiency through Eng-
lish as a Second Language
(ESL). She taught in Dallas
for some time and then
moved to Colorado, where

she earned a degree in An-
thropology from Colorado
Springs University.

She earned her doc-
torate degree from the
University of California at
Santa Cruz. It took her 10
years because she was a
single mother, but she was
determined, she said. Vil-
larreal said she is indebted
to the Chihuahuense com-
munities and Somos un
Pueblo Unido, an organi-
zation she was involved
with that works to build a
community that does not
discriminate against peo-
ple based on nationality,
institutes humane migra-
tion policies and protects
everyone’s human rights.

“You don’t have to be
smart or talented to get a
Ph.D.,” Villarreal said. “You
just have to be tenacious.
I couldn’t have gotten my
dissertation done without
them. I'm their Ph.D.”

Villarreal first inter-

acted with the Chihua-
huenses when she re-
turned to New Mexico to
focus on her dissertation
and later on her post doc
at the Southwest Hispanic
Research Institute. She in-
vestigated Mexican migra-
tion to northern New Mex-
ico and the relationship
between the immigration
movement and the reno-
vacion carismatica.

She visited the fami-
lies of the immigrants in
Chihuahua, but was not
able to stay long because
of cartel danger, the same
reason why most immi-
grants had left.

“I's one movement,’
Villarreal said. “The ties
between people across
borders stay in place. Even
the evangelization move-
ments were the same.”

Villarreal remembers
how the community in
New Mexico would re-
ceive texts from relatives

MAS program director revitalizes influenced by renovacidn

and friends in Chihuahua
asking for prayer, and vice
versa. In 2003 when the
State of New Mexico was
voting to pass a law allow-
ing illegal immigrants to
have driver’s license, those
in New Mexico requested
prayer from those back
home.

Her research and ex-
periences with the Chihua-
huenses has shaped her
goals here at the univer-
sity, especially through the
revitalization of Mexican
American Studies. One of
these goals is centered on
policy making and social
justice.

“It's about living out
the social justice and spiri-
tual foundations of (the
Sisters of the Congregation
of Divine Providence), and
creating social change,’
Villarreal said. “It is not
always about religion, it's
about change. We want ev-
eryone to have the knowl-
edge no matter what ma-
jor”

On the side, Villarreal
also helps independent
and Chicano filmmakers as
an actress or consultant.
She recently produced an
animated documentary of
the Pueblo Revolt, the 1680
Pan Indian Revolution. She
calls the documentary col-
laboration a “School House
Rock” version of history. It
is being showed at various
indie film festivals around
the country and can be
watched on www.vimeo.

She wants to involve
students in some of her
outside projects and in-
spire them to be advocates
of social justice.

“I hope I can develop
a program with the inter-
est and passion of stu-
dents here and that will be
meaningful for the people
on the West Side,” Villar-
real said. “This is such an
amazing opportunity for
me. I'm very happy to be
here!

amcasas@olfusa.edu
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Perias interests ingpired by dad

Ezequiel Pefia, Ph.D., is a professor 0
American Studies and Research (CMASR)

By Angelica Casas
Editor-In-Chief

A borderland expe-
rience was symbolically
present in the childhood
home of Ezequiel Pefa,
the son of a Mexican im-
migrant and a “little Teja-
na cowgirl” living 25 miles
from the border.

When his family would
gather at his grandmoth-
er's house, they would
have fried chicken, frijoles,

fideo and flour tortillas. It
was a hybrid, he said.

But his appreciation
for Mexican culture did
not rise from the food he
ate or the Pedro Infante
and Cantinflas movies he
would watch at home.

“My appreciation for
Mexican culture I got from
my dad,” Pefia said. “My
first trip to Mexico City in
the 80s after graduation
was big for me. I grew a
great appreciation.”

f Psychology and the new director for the Center for Mexican
. Photo by Angelica Casas

Pefia is a professor of
Psychology and the new
director of the Center for
Mexican American Studies
and Research (CMASR). He
replaces Teresita Aguilar,
Ph.D., who left last year for
a provost position at New
Mexico Highlands Univer-
sity.

Pefia is the oldest of
seven siblings. He is from
Weslaco but grew up in

PENA continued on page 11

By Alejandra Guzman
Reporter

Having witnessed a
lack of parental guidance in
some homes while working
at Big Brothers Big Sisters,
Rosalinda Garcia now feels
a sense of responsibility to
help others.

Garcia, the new As-
sistant Vice President of
Student Life, was born and
raised in Nuevo Laredo,
Mexico until age 9 when
her parents brought her to
Laredo, Texas. Her desire
was to continue school in
Nuevo Laredo. One day her
mother took her on a cam-
pus visit to what should
have been her school in
Laredo and she saw the
commodities not present
in Mexican schools.

“I remember I made
my choice to continue my
education based on the
pancakes the children
were having for breakfast

ife dedicated to help
. I W

Rosalinda Garcia is the new Assistant Vice President for Student Life. Her career in education was
inspired by accounts she heard and witnessed of parental negligence. Photo by Astrid Villegas

and the clean restroom
stalls,” Garcia said.

Garcia said her life
would have been differ-
ent if she would have con-
tinued attending school
in Nuevo Laredo. Garcia
lived in Laredo throughout
her high school years only
to move to San Antonio to
attend the University of
Incarnate Word (UIW) for
her undergraduate career
in Communications.

After graduating, Gar-
cia worked at Big Brothers
Big Sisters for two years
improving publicity and
decreasing the waiting list
for the amount of kids who
needed a mentor.

However, during her
position with Big Brother
Big Sisters she got the op-
portunity to expand her
horizons while interacting
with children.

“My job was to get the
student from school and
pick them up so we could

New assistant VP for Student
|

e

B

do a whole day of taping,”
Garcia said. “I got to go into
the homes of a lot of people
and see the lives of people
that I normally wouldn’t
have.

Garcia expressed that
most of the time when she
was taking the child back
home some parents were
not aware the child was
taken out of school nor did
they ask them how their
day was or if they had fin-
ished their homework.

“I was naive back then
to think everyone had par-
ents like (mine) who cared
about their school,” Garcia
said.

After observing repet-
itive cycles in some homes
Garcia knew some of the
cycles would never end.
She needed to do more.
But the primary outcome
was the motivation to keep
striving to help children.

GARCIA continued on page 11
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New faculty members from different backgrounds, interests

By Kimberly Yosko and Gianna Rendon

Reporter and Managing Editor

MAUREEN CUEVAS,

XIANG 6UO

This academic year, many are the new professors on
campus. Learn about the backgrounds and interests of

some of them.

DEBORAH HEALY

Alumna Deborah Healy,
Psy.D. graduated from OLLU
in 2000 with a Psy.D. and be-
came a licensed psychologist
in 2001. She is the new Psy.D.
training instructor .

“The wonderful people
and the excellence of the train-
ing here at The Lake brought
me back,” Healy said.

Healy was a K-12 teacher,
reading specialist, school coun-
selor and District Counseling
Director.

kayosko@ollusa.edu
gerendon@ollusa.edu

She is originally from
Utica, New York. Her dad was
the Superintendent of the city’s
school district, and she said
they encouraged her to become
a teacher.

“‘My advice to students is
to enjoy the journey, be kind to
yourself and others, work hard,
stay focused and in motion,
celebrate your successes, tap
into social support and leisure
activities that enhance your
well-being!” Healy said.

Department: Worden School of Social Service

Where are you from? “Recently from Amarillo Texas, but born in
Brooklyn, NY.”

Do you have any pets? “No, my kids always ask for them and
don't take responsibility for them so we don't do pets anymore.”
Where is the best place that you visited/traveled to? ‘[l went to]
New Zealand on a Social Work study abroad trip from West Texas
A&M University.”

CODY FERGUSON

Department: Assistant Professor of History

Where are you from? “I grew up in southeastern Washington
State. By 2007, | migrated south to the Phoenix Valley and received
my Ph.D. In history from Arizona State University. | continued to
work at ASU as a postdoctoral fellow in environmental and public
humanities before coming to OLLU.”

Do you have any hobbies/interests? ‘I love the outdoors and

especially rock climbing. | try to get outside as often as possible in-
cluding biking, running, hiking and backpacking, and running rivers.
| am especially excited to explore Texas and climb in Mexico.”

LAURIE LOPEZ CHARLES

AMEE VILLARREAL

Department: Assistant Professor and Program Director, Mexican-
American Studies

What made you want to go into teaching? “For me, teaching is
both a calling and a practice. | enjoy the performance, but it takes
practice to engage students in a transformational exchange of
knowledge that moves us to higher ground and inspires us to make
positive changes in ourselves and in the world. The practice part is
a lifelong endeavor.”

Do you have a favorite food? “My favorite food is enchiladas
suizas. | love green tomatillo salsa!”

Fun Facts: “l went to college at New Mexico State University on
a track and field scholarship. | ran the 400 hurdles and the 800

meters.”

KRISTAN McALEXANDER

Kristen McAlexander,
Ph.D., CPT never planned on
entering the field of Kinesiol-
ogy. She was a chemical en-
gineering major in college, but
always enjoyed sports.

She became a certified
personal trainer and eventu-
ally decided to get her master's
degree. She taught and did re-
search to pay for her schooling,
and though that she said she
found her purpose in life.

She is a new assistant
professor of Kinesiology and is

opment, nutrition and analysis
of human motion.

McAlexander said that
her most memorable moments
of teaching are when students
pass the national certification
examinations for personal train-
ing or exercise clinicians or
succeed in any way.

“Pursue your purposes
and passions. What really fu-
els you? Are you living the life
someone else planned for you?
Get to know yourself and expe-
rience new things.”

Although Laurie Lopez
Charles, Ph.D. is from San An-
tonio she hasn't lived in the city
for 20 years.

She has performed train-
ings and consultation as a
family therapist in Libya, the

Central African Republic, the
Democratic Republic of Congo,
Kosova, Burundi, Egypt, Leba-
non, Cameroon, and Sri Lanka.

“| came to OLLU because
of the opportunity to use my ex-
periences as family therapy in
different parts of the globe with
family therapy and psychology
students in our department,
which is very focused on work-
ing and training professionals
to work across linguistic and
country boundaries in efficient
and competent ways,” Charles
said.

Charles received her B.S.
from St. Mary’s University, her
M.S. from Our Lady of the Lake
University, and a Ph.D. in Fam-

W. PAUL HARDEE

ily Therapy from Nova South-
eastern University. Charles is a
Licensed Marriage and Family
Therapist.

She now is now a faculty
member in the graduate psy-
chology program at OLLU. She
currently teaches the Introduc-
tion to Systemic Therapy and
Family Therapy Practicum.

One of her research inter-
ests is training family therapists
to work competently and pro-
ductively in low resource set-
tings and with vulnerable, mar-
ginalized communities. Charles
speaks French and was in the
Peace Corps and served in
Doctors Without Borders.

Charles advises students
to stay hydrated, exercise, and
learn effective time manage-
ment skills. Since classes can
be a lot of work, putting aside
time for having fun and relax-
ing makes your day run more
smoothly.

Department: Communication Disorders Program
What are your goals? “My broadest goal is to have a sense of

Department: Assistant Professor of Computer Information Sys-
tems and Security

Do you have a favorite place to travel? “My favorite place to
travel is all around the coast (no particular places).”

Fun Facts: “ play volleyball and basketball and enjoy reading and
photographing in my free time."

ANJELITA CADENA

Department: Assistant Professor of Finance

Favorite Dessert: “{New York] style cheesecake”

Fun facts: “l kayak and love the outdoors.”

What compelled you to teach? ‘{When] | tumed 17, [I went] to
Texas A&! University in Kingsville for a BS in Mathematics/Com-
puter Science. | taught throughout my 20-year career in IT and
enjoyed it even more at the college level after eamning my MBA, so
much so that | returned to school when my youngest completed HS
and just earned my PhD this past December.

KARINA GIL

Department: Assistant Professor, Worden School of Social Ser-
vices

Do you have a favorite animal? ‘| love cats.”

Do you have a favorite dessert? “Difficult question to answer, |
have a sweet tooth so | love everything!”

Where are you from? “I am originally from Chile and grew up in
Africa, The Middle East and other parts of Latin America.”

MEREDITH HOMINICK

Department: Biology

Where are you from? “{| am] from Fort Worth.”

Do you have any pets? ‘| have a corgi. His name is Pancho.”
What is your favorite dessert? ‘| like cherry pie with whipped
cream.”

currently teaching motor devel-

KRISTINA TERKUN CASTRO

Department: Assistant Professor of Economics

Where are you from? “I am from Virginia.”

What is your favorite dessert? “Raspberries.”

Fun facts: | enjoy dancing, walking my dogs, and riding motor-
cycles.”

purpose in my life. | found over time that | fulfill that sense of pur-
pose by doing things that benefit others. My secondary goal is to
understand human social interaction and communication as best |
can. I've still got a long way to go.”

What made you want to teach? “When | was a Master's level
student, | had the opportunity to teach some lab classes for under-
graduate students and | found that | really enjoyed the process of
making complex ideas understandable and the give and take with
students. I'm glad I've done that because | feel like it's helped me
to stay grounded.”

BETSY WISNERA

Betsy Wisner MA, LMSW,
PhD has 25 years experience
in the mental health field work-
ing with children and adoles-
cents and their families. Wisner
has been a family therapist, a
school counselor, and school
social worker.

She is now an assistant
professor in the Worden School
of Social Service.

“l like to impress upon
students that being a social
worker is extremely challenging
but also extremely meaningful,”
Wisner said. “Therefore, self-
care is a necessary component
to a successful social work ca-
reer.”

One way Wisner takes
care of herself is through medi-
tation and practicing Tai Chi Ch-
uan. She also enjoys spending
time with her husband, family
and pets including a horse, two
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels,

and lots of rescued cats.

Wisner has two master's
degrees which are in social
work and psychology

She received her doctor-
ate in Social Work from the
University of Texas at Austin.
She currently likes to incorpo-
rate meditation in social work
practice and education.

She is teaches SOWK
7338 Theories and Perspec-
tives: Hispanic Children and
Families both online and on-
campus.

Wisner said that her most
memorable moments happen in
the classroom “when students
discuss their own knowledge
and how what they are learn-
ing will make them better social
workers.”

“l want to empower stu-
dents to be the best social
workers they can be,” Wisner
said.
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Harlingen. He calls himself
Mejicano instead of Mexi-
can. Although he acknowl-
edges he is American, he
has never referred to him-
self that way.

His mother’s goal was
for her children to gradu-
ate high school because
she only went up to the
6th grade. This motivated
Pefia to do more and pur-
sue higher education. He is
the only one in his family
with a graduate degree.

“I've always seen my
mother as champion of my
education,” Pefia said. “I at-
tribute to her all academic
kind of successes I've had.”

But it wasn’t easy to
fund his education. Pefia
did not ask his parents for

financial help to pay what
in a way was a luxury.

“It was not about put-
ting food on the table,” he
said.

He graduated with a
bachelor’s in Psychology
from Trinity University.
Things did not get easier
once in graduate school.

At the University
of Texas at Austin (UT),
where at the time the La-
tino population was rela-
tively small, there was no
significant support for cul-
ture, Pefia said. He was the
only Latino out of 12 in his
cohort and often suffered
from racially disempower-
ing experiences caused by
his colleagues.

“I couldn’t buy into the
individualistic psychology
idea that (doesn’t consid-
er) culture, community or
family systems,” Pefia said.
“I was always bringing cul-

ture into the picture and it
wasn't always welcomed.”

Despite difficulties,
Pefia received his doctor-
ate degree in Counseling
Psychology from UT Aus-
tin in 2005.

Pefia taught at
Duquesne University in
Pittsburgh and then re-
turned to Texas. Attracted
to the focus of psychol-
ogy services for Spanish-
speaking populations and
the bilingual doctorate
program in graduate psy-
chology, he came to Our
Lady of the Lake University
as a professor of Graduate
Psychology. This is the first
year Pefia teaches at the
undergraduate level.

Pefia said being direc-
tor of the Center is like a
return to his dissertation,
in which he examined
Chicano political identity,
which combined cultural

GARCIA

continued from page 9

Knowing she helped
changed someone’s life is a
blessing for Garcia.

Garcia wanted to go
into education but didn’t
want to be a teacher.

After establishing
what her goal was Garcia
spoke to a dean at UIW to
learn how she could be-
come a dean herself.

She quickly learned
she needed either a mas-
ter's or doctorate degree.
Garcia received her Mas-
ter’s in Bicultural Studies
from the University of Tex-
as at San Antonio. Garcia
then moved to New York
to attend Columbia Uni-
versity.

Her stay in New York
was cut short after the
September 11, 2001 ter-
rorist attack on the World
Trade Center.

“It was very scary be-
cause we had students
working at the World
Trade Center,” Garcia said.
“I thought it was a clip ofa

movie.”
Garcia could not leave

New York because she was
to ensure the safety of the

Columbia student resi-
dents. Even after a couple
of days and even three
months, things did not go
back to normal.

“You could have been
having dinner and in the
middle of your salad ev-
eryone was asked to evac-
uate the restaurant,” Gar-
cia said. “You were never
at peace.”

Garcia left Columbia
for Yale and became the
assistant dean of students
and the director of the La-
tino Cultural Center. Her
wish to return to Texas
was delayed because she
stayed 12 years instead
of the four years she had
planned.

At Yale, Garcia worked
with students who were
first generation, homeless
at one point of their lives,
or who had been in gangs.

“It was super inspir-
ing” Garcia said. “Those
kids beat every odd.”

Now Garecia is back not
only in Texas, but in San
Antonio.

Garcia knew it would
be a challenge because she
said positions like hers
here at the university are
rare. Her first day on the
job was August 1.

“l wanted to come
back because I've done
and seen a lot of amazing
things but I felt that I got
things by chance,” Gar-
cia said. “I wish someone
would’ve told me a lot of
things when I was younger
and that’s why I'm here.”

Through her new po-
sition, Garcia will work
with the Student Leader-
ship and Development of-
fice, specifically with the
Student Government As-
sociation. She will also be
responsible for Title IX,
which covers regulations
set by the government.
Garcia’s focus is specifi-
cally on sexual harassment
for this project. Garcia said
she hopes to help increase
graduations and retention
rates in the long run.

“I chose to come here
because people are not
just accepting the prob-
lem (of low retention and
graduation rates) but they
are looking for a solutions
and I want to be a part of
that,” Garcia said.

Garcia welcomes ev-
eryone into her office at
Providence 100. She can
be contacted via email at
rgarcia3@ollusa.edu.

apguzman@ollusa.edu

studies, the time period
and Chicano movement,
anthropology, history and
psychology.

“It was a processing
of my own identity,” Pefa
said. “It changed my life.”

Pefia’s research inter-
ests are now rooted in an
interdisciplinary frame of
mind, but always in rela-
tion to the Mexican Ameri-
can culture and the Span-
ish language.

His goal as director of
the CMASR is for the West
Side community to say the
university is doing their
work through research
that affects them. He also
hopes to help increase the
retention rate of first gen-
eration Latino students.

“I'm hopeful and hope
we have a collaborative
spirit in all we do.”

amcasas@ollusa.edu
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By Alejandra Guzman
Reporter
If youre already

stressed out this semes-
ter;, relax. Perhaps you are
fed up because your eyes
have not been lifted from
your 20-pound book, and
your fingers have not freed
themselves from that pen-
cil you're still holding.
Take some time to connect
culturally to the world
through music, festivals
and performances.

We've rounded up the
best events this month just
for you.

apguzman@ollusa.edu

9/17 The Charlie Daniels
Band 7:30 pm

Tobin Center for the Performing
Arts, 100 Auditorium Circle
Tickets: $34.50-59.50

Country music fans get ready
for a night with Charlie Daniels,
a Grammy Award winner and
multi-platinum career artist.
There's still time to buy your
ticket today.

9/19 Bill Cosby - Far From
Finished 8 p.m.

Tobin Center for the Performing
Arts, 100 Auditorium Circle
Tickets: $39.50-74.50

Come out and enjoy a night of
family with with one of Ameri-
ca’s national treasures of enter-
tainment, Bill Cosby is bound to
make you laugh as he relates to
parents, men, women and even
children. His humor is perfect
for the entire family.

9/20 Cigar, Cognac And
Chocolafe

Sunset Station, 1174 E. Commerce
Tickets: $50

Sunday best is an understate-
ment for this 21+ over event full
of cigars, cognac and choco-
lates delicately combined with
a 1930’s fashion show. Music
by DJ Adolfo prepares the
guest for the unveiling of 2015's
Founder’s Day Gala.

Carlos Santana will perform at the Tobin Center for the Performing
Arts on September 30. Courtesy photo

9/20-21 Jazz'SAlive 11:30
a.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Travis Park

Tickets: Free

Enjoy a two-day festival with
the best local, regional, nation-
al and international Jazz musi-
cians in this outdoor festival

at one of San Antonio’s parks!
Enjoy music by Eddie Palmieri,
Malena Shaw and The Yellow-
jackets.

9/21 Tamela Mann 6 p:m.
Tobin Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, 100 Auditorium Circle

Tickets: $25 - $65

Love drama? Acclaimed ac-
tress, wife and mother, Tamela
Mann is sure to put you on your
feet with her sensational voice.
Don’t know who she is? Use
this opportunity to escape from
books and experience some
culture shock.

9/26 - 9/28 Alamo City Comic
Con

Henry B Gonzalez Convention
Center, 200 E.Market St.
Tickets: $25-275

Get your tickets to one of the
biggest cons in San Antonio!
Guest appearances from Lori
Petty, Ron Marz, Kevin East-
man and many more. An event
featuring comic books, video
games and costumes.

9/27 River City Run - 5K Run-
ning Tour Of San Antonio 8
am.

Alamo Plaza, 300 Alamo Plaza
Tickets: $30

Meet in front of the Alamo

SOMEWHERE IN SAN ANTONIO | Yy guite to great events during suy ek

Are you training for a marathon?
What to getin shape? Or do you
just simply enjoy nature? Run a
5K course through some of San
Antonio’s highlights (downtown/
Riverwalk) tour guide gives you
the inside scoop with only 15
stopping points.

9/27 San Antonio Music
Awards Showcase 8 p.m.
Tickets: $5.00

10 Various Venues

Come out and support San An-
tonio’s local talent. A chance to
see 40 different bands perform
at 10 different venues in just
one night. Don't think you'll find
what you like? Genres range
from alternative rock to indie, to
jazz and hip hop. Looking for a
specific band visit their website
for the lineup www.sanantonio-
musicawards.com.

9/30 Santana 7:30 p.m.

Tobin Center for the Performing
Arts, 100 Auditorium Circle
Tickets: $59.50-430.00

Not into today’s twerking beat?
It's ok. Santana brings a vari-
ety of sounds as he modern-
izes blues, rock and soul into
one sound. His tour is sure to
inspire you as his four decade
career has classified him as the
best guitarist ever, yes—ever!

10/1 Come And Taste It 5-8
p.m.

The Grapevine in Gruene
Historic District, 1612 Hunter
Road, New Braunfels, TX
Tickets: Free

If you're 21+ take a quick road
trip to Gruene, TX and taste
some of the newest released,
top-selling and hardest to find
wines along with beer samples
from several wineries along
with good food and music. Get
a quick taste but most impor-
tantly remember not to drink
and drive!

10/3-10/11 Oktoberfest San
Antonio 5 p.m.— 12 a.m.
Beethoven Maennerchor Halle
und Garten, 422 Perieda Street
Tickets: $5

Whether you speak German or
not, music and fun is a must this
weekend. This event helps pre-
serve the German music and
language. Come get a taste of
Germany and enjoy good mu-
sic. Suggested donation is $5
(free for members & active duty
military).

10/7 Phillip Phillips In Con-
cert 7:30 p.m.

Tickets: $39.50-49.50

Majestic Theatre, 224 E. Hous-
ton St.

You saw him on American Idol.
This fall, take a trip to down-
town San Antonio and experi-
ence Phillip Phillips live as he
performs his biggest. singles.
Treat yourself to a pre-midterm
present and prepare for the
week to come. Good luck!
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Cristian Ortiz-Salas and Desirae Martinez are both juniors who
met their freshman year at Brackenridge High School. Both
have a passion for movies. They have seen many movies
together and enjoy commenting about them. Martinez enjoys
the storyline of films, while Ortiz-Salas is drawn to the

cinematography of films.

Enjoy & movig for every major

By Desirae Martinez
Reporter

Whether your major
is business, biology, social
work or psychology, Net-
flix has a movie for you to
watch instantly.

demartinez@olusa.edu

Art
Exit Through the Gift Shop

This  documentary  follows
French  immigrant  Thierry
Guetta, whose obsession
with filming street art eventu-
ally leads to his own successful
street art career. The film was
directed by the famous and
faceless street artist, Banksy,
who admits via voiceover o
hating Guetta's work. The mov-
ie gives a history of street art
and debates what constitutes
good art.

Accounting/Business
Enron: The Smartest Guys in
the Room

This documentary examines
the 2001 collapse of the Enron
Corporation, which resulted in
criminal trials for several of the
top Enron executives. The film
is a study of one of the biggest
business scandals in American
history. It is much easier to fol-
low if you know all the business
terminology.

Biology

Fantastic Voyage

In this 1966 scii-classic, a
submarine crew is shrunken to
microscopic size and inserted
into a-diplomat in order fo re-
move the blood clot in his brain.
The effects look campy, but

the journey through the human .

body is delightfully enterlajning
and educational. .

End of Watch follows the life of two police officers in Los Angeles
who are at odds with the cartel, but whose friendship and com-

radery come out victorious. This will surely entertain any Criminal
Justice major Courtesy photo

Chemistry
Flubber

This Robin Williams classic
tells the story of Phillip Brain-
ard, a scientist who invents a
green flying rubber substance
he christens “Flubber.” Brain-
ard uses Flubber to help out his
college career and his relation-
ship, but another scientist plots
to steal Flubber for his own
profit. There are other wacky
inventions throughout the film,
but the show is stolen by Flub-
ber doing the mambo.

CISS

Terminator 2: Judgment Day

Amold Schwarzenegger re-
turns as the Terminator but in
the movie he's sent back in
time to protect John Connor.
The film also digs deeper into
Skynet, the artificial intelligence
that will initiate a nuclear war
and create the machines that
exterminate humanity in the fu-
ture. Aside from scaring people
about the threat of advancing

technology, the film was a ma-

jor breakthrough for computer-

generated imagery.

Criminal Justice
End of Watch

This action thriller follows the
day-to-day police work of two
police officers working in South
Central Los Angeles. After
busting a few drug dealers, the
officers land in hot water with
the cartel which leads to some
intense  action sequences.
Where the movie really thrives
is the portrayal of the comrad-
ery amongst the officers in that
line of duty.

History
Russian Ark

The film follows an unnamed
narrator as he wanders through
the Winter Palace in Saint Pe-
tersburg and encounters his-
torical figures from the past 300
years. The film makes its own
history by being the first film to
be shot in one continuous take
and to use ilm uses 33 rooms
and 2,000 actors.

The indie drama Short Term 12 follows a young supervisor for a group home for troubled teens and
her close relationship with one of the teens. Social Work majors, this one is for you. Courtesy photo

Mass Communication
Page One: Inside the New York
Times

This documentary gives an
inside look at one of the larg-
est newspapers in the United
States. The film explores the
changes in the .industry and
how the death of print news is
even affecting the most popular

newspapers.

Méthematics
R

The film follows a paranoid
mathematician who believes
everything in nature can be un-
derstood through numbers. The
film includes mathematical ref-
erences such as the golden spi-
ral, chaos theory and the game

of Go, but that doesn't stop the
movie from having surreal mo-
ments. Let's just say you won't
look at a power drill from now
on, without getting a headache.

Psychology
The Silence of the Lambs

This thriller follows FBI.agent
Clarice Starling -as she tracks
down one serial killer with the
guidance of another. - Either
killer would make an excellent
case study. Hannibal Lector is
a former psychiatrist who ate
his victims while Buffalo " Bill
skins his victims' corpses.

Religious Studies
Passion of the Christ

Mel Gibson directed this Biblical

drama which-depicts the final
hours of Jesus’ life beginning
with the Agony in the Garden of
Gethsemane and ending with a
brief depiction of His resurrec-
tion. Whether you love or hate
the film, it makes for a good de-
bate about historical accuracy.

Social Work
Short Term 12

This indie drama follows Grace,
a young supervisor for a group
Hiome for troubled teens. Grace
forms a close bond with one of
the troubled teens who shares
a similar history of abuse. The
film also raises the concemn
about what happens to these
teens when they reach 18 and
can no longer be in the system.
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New baseball team prepares for fir

By Ruben Renteria
Reporter

This 2014 fall semes-
ter the University wel-
comes a new department
to athletics, the inaugural
Men’s Baseball team.

As a start-up program
in its first semester, the
university is already shap-
ing up for its first season
ever with the recent hir-
ing of Freddy Rodriguez
as head coach and Jeremy
Flores as assistant head
coach for the team.

Rodriguez comes to
the university with eight
years’ experience in the
NAIA/Red River Athletic
Conference, where he
coached for Texas College.
During his time there, he
helped the team compete
for the conference tourna-

ment since 2009 and the

team earned the highest -

GPA average among all
other athletic departments
at TC for three seasons.

Flores just recently

finished the previous sea-
son as an assistant coach
for the Victoria Generals
of the Texas Collegiate
League where they ap-
peared in their second TCL
championship appearance
in a season that saw them
achieve thirty-seven wins.

Coaches  Rodriguez
and Flores said they could
not pass up the opportuni-
ty to be the first two men’s
baseball coaches in the his-
tory of the university.

“When you can start
something from the
ground up, it's special,
Rodriguez said. “You can
really set the foundation
down of all your philoso-
phies, your expectations,
your standards, everything
you want to put in place in
a program, you get to start
from day one.”

Tyler Davis, a junior
transfer from Eastfield
College, is excited for the
programs current try-out

THE LAKE FRONT
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process.

“Coach Rodriguez is
a competitor,” Davis said.
“He wants the best out of
us and he holds us all ac-
countable.”

Despite being a first
year program, Rodriguez
is confident in the team’s
ability to come right out
the gate and compete im-
mediately.

“Realistic expecta-
tions, we are going to com-
pete year one,” Rodriguez
said. “We are going to set
obtainable goals, goals we
can reach.”

Some of the goals Ro-
driguez sees possible for
his team are a 30 win sea-
son, making the conference
tournament, winning their
first post-season game and
competing for a conference
championship.

Currently there are 45
students who are compet-
ing with one another for
a final spot in the team.
Towards the end of the off-
season coach Flores and
myself will conduct player
evaluations and trim the
team down to 35 official
roster players, Rodriguez
said.

Since there are so
many students looking
to make the team, both
coaches note that students
will have to do their best to
earn their spot in it.

“Every day you're go-
ing to have to come in and
outwork somebody, out
shine somebody to ulti-
mately win a spot. You get
out what you put in to it
Flores said. “I'm a firm be-
liever that hard work pays
off.”

The Men’s Baseball
season begins next spring
semester and their home
games will be hosted at
the Mission’s Baseball
Academy at 5707 State
Highway  151(Callaghan
Rd. exit). Admission for
students, faculty and staff
will be free. Visitor ticket

Jeremy Flores is the baseball team assistant head coach. Photo
by Astrid Villegas

st $6ason in spring

¥
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The Baseball team’s home games will be held at the Mission’s
Baseball Academy. Courtesy photo

prices range from $3-5.
The games will also be
streamed live through the
OLLU Athletics website un-
der the Baseball Team tab.

Since some of the
players competing for a
roster spot on the team
are not from San Antonio,
Rodriguez admitted that
live streaming the games
was a huge benefit when
recruiting the out-of-town
players

“That was a selling

point for us,” Rodriguez
said. “Being able to get
some of these out of state,
out of town kids to come to
school here, knowing their
parents can see them play
online.”

For more information
about the Men’s Baseball
Team, contact Coach Ro-
driguez at frodriguez@
lake.ollusa.edu or Assistant
Coach Flores at jflores3@
ollusa.edu.

rrenteria28@ollusa.edu
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-~ Coach and captain Speak of volleyball season underway

By Danny Lopez
Reporter

The Volleyball Team'’s
season started with non-
conference games and
preparations for confer-
ence plays, which begin
September 19 against
Bacone College. Getting
a conference ring is the
team’s priority; they have
put a lot of work over the
summer by playing volley-
ball and staying active lift-
ing weights as well.

Head Coach Mark
Lee heads the team for an
eighth season. The team
overall has transformed
since his first year coach-
ing it, Lee said.

“I think each year re-
turners have gotten bet-

ter, and the recruits have
been improved,” Lee said.
“When you combine to-
gether the returners with
new recruits, it's made our
team better each year. This
year will be the best we've
ever been.”

Lee encourages play-
ers to do their best each
day.

“Becoming better ev-
ery day, every week, every
month until the season is
over,” Lee said.

One of the goals Coach
Lee and the team has is to
be able to compete for the
conference championship
this year. Lastyear the team
lost to UT-Brownsville in
the Red River Athletic Con-
ference Tournament, fin-
ishing with a 15-12 overall

This academic year's volleybal team. The tam's season has started. Catch them at their first confer-
ence game on September 19. Courtesy photo

record, and 9-4 within the
conference., Last year’s
record landed them with
being a fourth-seed in the
tournament, where they
played UT-Brownsville.

“l think if we work
hard we can get that W/’
said Suzette Pena, team
captain. “l want all my
team to get together and
get that accomplished. I
want that ring.”

But she recognizes the
feat won't be an easy one.

“It'll be a challenge un-

til the very end,” Pena said.

“This team is very capable

of accomplishing what
they have set out (to do)."

dlopez 2@ollusa.edu

Baseball coach rea

By Alejandra Guzman
Reporter
Athletic Director,

eight-year college coach
and seventeen year play-
er is newly named Head
Baseball Coach Freddy Ro-
driguez.

Rodriguez is the new
Baseball Team head coach.

Rodriguez, born and
raised in Germany to Mexi-
can and Korean parents,
feels no pressure to head
the inaugural baseball
team.

Rodriguez has played
a number of sports since
the age of 5 including ka-
rate, baseball, football,
basketball and even soc-
cer. However, Rodriguez
said baseball took over his
life his sophomore year of
high school. “

He graduated from
Ellison High School in
Killeen, TX and then went
on to play baseball for
Baylor University. But Ro-
driguez sprained his ankle
during off-season, causing
him to not earn a spot on

the team.

Rodriguez took a two-
year break to focus on his
academics and moved to
Tyler, TX, where he at-
tended Texas College. He
pursued baseball through
a summer league that
awarded him scholarship
to attend Ranger College.
He played for a year while
again focusing on his edu-
cation.

Rodriguez earned as-
sociate’s degree in General
Studies from Tyler College,
a bachelor’s in Kinesiol-
ogy with a minor in Educa-
tion from the University of
Texas at Tyler (UTT) and a
master’s in Coaching and
Athletic  Administration
from Concordia University.

But through his aca-
demic journeys, Rodriguez
never forgot baseball.

“I've always been in
the game because I've
loved and enjoyed base-
ball,” Rodriguez said.

Rodriguez said he was
blessed and fortunate to
become a volunteer as-
sistant for the team in the
spring of 2006 for Texas

College.  Simultaneously
Rodriguez strived to com-
plete the state tests and
teaching certifications. It
was after the completion
of his certifications that
Rodriguez interviewed for
the head coach position
at Texas College. He was
named head coach in Au-
gust.

“Right out of college
and being at the college
level was real big,” Rodri-
guez said. “I thank Texas
College for giving me the
opportunity to coach at
this level.”

Rodriguez began
teaching physical educa-
tion courses his third year
at Texas College and con-
tinued to teach for five
more years. In 2013 Rodri-
guez became the athletic
director of the college.

“On the administrative
side, I focused on nine pro-
grams and all the coaches
under me,” Rodriguez
said. “It’s prepared me for
where [ am today.”

His position here offi-
cially began June 2.

“I was speechless

when I got the call, I even
stuttered a little,” Rodri-
guez said. “I want to thank
the university for giving
me this opportunity.

Rodriguez’s motiva-
tion is derived from the
want to win, the fear of
failing and loving what he
does.

“The players motivate
me more than anything”
Rodriguez said. “It's an
honor, a big honor. It hum-
bles me and I don’t want to
take anything for granted.”

Academics also mo-
tivated Rodriguez to ap-
ply for the position. He
noticed the achievements
the entire athletic pro-
gram has accomplished in
the National Association
of Intercollegiate Athlet-
ics Conference (NAIA). He
also admired how the en-
tire university emphasized
graduation rates and not
just championships.

“I think it's going to
be an exciting year,” Rodri-
guez said. “I wish we could
play tomorrow but I have
to wait and get the team
ready.”

y, exicted for inaugural season

Freddy Rodriguez, inaugural baseball coach, has played baseball
since he was 5. He last coached at Texas College. Photo by
Astrid Villegas

Rodriguez said he is a
strict coach because his ex-
pectations are high.

“I'm a firm believer
that players win games

and coaches loose them,”
Rodriguez said.
apguzman@ollusa.edu
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By Astrid Villegas
Reporter

This year, the Men’s Soccer
Team counts with the help of
four new international assets on
their team. With different posi-
tions and playing styles, these
players are bound to create a
more diverse team and maybe
even increase the standards of
the team itself.

Take a look at the team’s four
international soccer players - one
player from Germany, two from
Finalnd and one from England -
and what they have to say about
the American and Texan cultures,
and even the Texas heat

The 2014-2015 Men’s Soccer Team.

AKSELI EKLUND

Finland

SEBASTIAN LUEHR

MAX 0’SHEA

International soccer players sneak of American experienc

ELIAS TAMBURINI

All photos by Astrid Villegas

Finland ;

Courtesy photo ’ -ﬁss!ﬂcaﬂon:ﬁeghman_, . Classification: Junior ;CIfassiﬂcat_ibn: Juni_ovr' Classification: Freshman
osition: Goalkeeper Position: Midfielder  Position: Forward Position: Defender
WHAT IS YOUR HIDDEN TALENT? I speak four languages ﬂuenﬂy, e hz:; t: gglg;n‘ﬁ?no’ il ’ Gookmgi‘m a chef. | give good massages.
'- - Earning money by playin :
WHAT IS YOUR DREAM JOB? ~ Professional socoer player coach. To be a psychologist saaena A professional soccer player.
“ My parents, they were never afraid My dad. We are really similar. . . Totv Montana (Seantase’’ Hi dosant
WHOORWHAT INSPIRESYOU o aking ks Trey vedabroad W nave smiar gt ancways o Myded. Hohas inspiedme, ' PP (S08TA00) 8 e
AND WHY?  and that gave me the opportunity thinking. We are both very because | am a lot like him. him.:He's the boss.
o experience different cultures. self-confident.
WHAT TO YOU IS AN UNUSUAL . . I find it odd that American families bThankSining:we, don’tv . :
AMERICAN CULTURE OR have like five or six cars. Americans , Thanksgving Eating fast food.
TRADITION? : drive everywhere. -
NAME A MUSIC GENRE YOU WERE e e i
EXPOSED TO FOR THE FIRST | dislike i I have danced it a few times. Its weird.
TIME INTHE US. -
WHAT 15 THE DIFFERENCE - lama transfer-sktudentf} | 1 So many people live on campus
BETWEENOLLUANDOTHER fhé‘bu“(ﬁngs Théy o ,e,iggous' | am a transfer student. My previous My old school did nothaveas ~ The dorm life is totall different back
UNIVERSITIES YOU'VE : : ‘_.' schools were way more international. . n;a?y Hlsglaainlsgs - homeT-hno one |ivgs onﬁampus.
' nd it's cool, | like it. ere is no dorm life.
ATTENDED? -
WHAT IS A SAYING OR PHRASE . - e
YOU HAVE ADOPTED SINCE “What up, cuz? eal tak. Thatswhatsup’ Witha ‘2
YOU'VE BEEN HERE?
We don't. We just suffer. We | can deal with it better than | Not very well. its overwhelmi is survi
HOW DO YOU COPE WITH THE sunjive expected. My body is like a machine. | someti mn:as b . Iming Every day is _survrval.
TEXAS HEAT? - 900 to 100 real quick efimes, but you get used to it I hate it.




