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Students To Pay Increased Deposit And Tuition Costs

Many students will have to reach deeper into 
their pockets in the upcoming weeks.  Residence 
Life is asking for an additional payment to room 
deposits due May 1, 2017. The deposit will be 
$100 for returning students and $200 for first-time 
renters.  

Director of Residence Life Mark Center says 
the deposit is required to secure on-campus hous-
ing reservation for next year.  Without the addi-
tional deposit, students may lose their reservations 
and their room could be given to someone else on 
the waiting list.

The hike in room deposits comes right before 
the new residence hall is scheduled to open. The 
hall, that will overlook Lake Elmendorf, will have 
apartment-style 2- and 4-bedroom suites, with a 
full kitchen, living room and dining area. 

The raise in deposit, while not debatable at this 
point, received mixed responses from students 
who say they struggle to keep up with mounting 
expenses. “We have other costs like books and 
food that are more important and can add up fast,” 
said returning junior Annie Lenor.  

Kat Rodriguez, however, says the raise is un-
derstandable considering the opening of the new 
residence hall.  “I’m an RA, so I might be kind of 
biased,” said Rodriguez.  “The reason it’s going 
up is because we are getting a new apartment com-
plex. It wouldn’t make sense to raise the deposit 
for only those people living in the apartment com-
plex, so they just raised it for everybody.” 

But for students like Lenor having to pay for 
something she will not be part of is what doesn’t 
make sense to her.  “That part is not fair,” said Le-
nor. “We basically have to pay for someone else to 
move into a new dorm.” 

The additional deposit, along with the original 

deposit, will be returned to students at the end of 
their stay, provided there are no outstanding bal-
ances with the office of residence life. This may 
include a fee for improper checkout, a charge 
many students say is unfair. But Rodriguez says 
students get penalized only when they don’t fol-
low directions checking out for breaks.  “The 
deposit is returned once a student completes an 
academic year,” she said, “It’s for when students 
make holes in the walls or major damage. Im-
proper checkouts are also charged, but it’s be-
cause students are not listening to what we tell 
them.” “[In] y hall I have only charged two people 
for improper checkout. It was because they didn’t 
turn in their slip when they were supposed to.” 

Sarah Taylor is a self-paying student with little 
financial assistance. She only recently became 
aware of the additional deposit fee, and wonders 
if she’ll be able to make the payment due in a 
couple of days.  “I had no idea about it until now. 
I feel like we pay a lot already, and if there is no 
scholarship money coming in, it’s hard to make 
the monthly payments. My payments are due ev-
ery month, and I can barely pay them. I don’t like 
it,” said Taylor.

Center warns students not to procrastinate 
making the payment any longer, because they 
could be putting their housing situation for next 
semester at risk.  “Please knock it out now if you 
are able,” said Center, “since it is required in or-
der to secure your on-campus housing reservation 
for next year.”

Students may soon see an increase in their stu-
dent organizational fee.  The student organiza-
tional fee is charged to all students every semes-
ter. It’s currently $10 more for regular students 
and $5 for graduate students.

Student Government Association President Chris 
Robinson says the funds generated by this fee are 
used to create a better educational experience for 
OLLU students, bringing in quality guest speak-
ers and artists, in addition to funding campus 
team building and social events.

“I was proposing an increase,” said Robinson. 
“That way, the student organizations that are put-
ting on programs could put on better programs. 
But I need to send out a survey first. I am going to 
survey the students to see what they think about 
raising the student activity fee, whether it be $10 
to $15 or $10 to $20.”

While Robinson’s tenure comes to an end this 
spring, he hopes that money will be doubled, and 
future SGA governments could compete with 
larger universities when hosting educational 
events for students.  “That pot of money comes 
every year as part of enrollment, said Robinson. 
“It is split in half. One half of it is for the Fall 
semester and one half of it goes to the Spring se-
mester. Anything left over from the Fall, goes to 
the Spring. Anything left over from the Spring, 
goes to the Fall.”

The bulk of the money goes back into SGA, 
while other organizations on campus could peti-
tion for $1,000, down from $1,500 last semester.  
Robinson says SGA uses more funds, but it hosts 
the most events. “The way SGA works is we 
get about $5 thousand to run our program,” said 
Robinson, “We do have the ability to go into the 
student activity fee fund and take money out, but 
it’s not our own stuff before other organizations. I 
have to petition it just like everybody else.”

Robinson says only organizations registered 
with the SGA are permitted to ask for money. “As 
far as petitioning, student organizations who are 
active with the Student Congress and in their or-
ganizations, are able to come to Student Congress 
and then petition money. That money, if granted, 
also comes out of that pot,” said Robinson. 

“But the catch is that your program or organiza-
tion has to give back to the community. Because 
if I am student and I’m not in an organization and 
I’m paying money, then what do I get in return for 
my money?”

Robinson understands the money struggle 
many student face, but hopes that students will 
see the value in it all.

“All those programs you see on campus, the 
pajama parties, Winter Wonderland; that stuff 
is done because of student activity [fees],” said 
Robinson. 

“Other campuses have huge student activity 
fees. Some campuses charge up to $500, but in 
turn can offer the students awesome events. I’d 
like to have the opportunity to see a famous writer 
or artist on campus and be able to bring that to 
OLLU,” he said.

“Bottom line - it’s like you pay for what you 
get. If you pay the money, you get a better campus 
experience.”

By Maria Elena Cruz
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“If we see a person getting out of a vehicle 
with a handicap tag, and they don’t look like 
they have a disability we will investigate. We 
are no longer considering issuing a university 
ticket which is only $40, we are now involving 
JP, where a ticket could be up to $500, and in-
clude losing the permit.”  This is what Lieuten-
ant Dina Elliot had to say about the rise in com-
plaints about handicapped-accessible parking 
spots being unavailable on campus. Our Lady of 
the Lake University police will begin to conduct 
investigations to find individuals abusing handi-
capped-accessible tags.

Parking systems work the first-come, first- 
served way. However, handicapped-accessible 
parking spots or tags are reserved for those 
who cannot walk a long distance for medical 
reasons. On the OLLU campus, there are more 
handicapped-accessible parking spots than the 
required amount, according to Darrell Glasscott. 
This is one way to help out those who struggle 
to get to their office or classroom. It is generally 
obvious when a person has a physical disability. 
However, Elliot points out that not all disabilities 
can be seen with the naked eye. A lot of DV tags 
(disabled veteran tags on license plates) are giv-
en to people with mental disabilities as well as 
physical disabilities. An example that she gave 
was a person with Post Traumatic Stress Disor-
der. People with that mental disability may not 
be able to walk a long distance. 

Campus Police Crack Down On Parking Violators
By Denise Coronel

So how do “fakers” manage to get their 
hands on a tag that requires a physical or mental 
disability? According to several students, it is 
actually easy to buy a handicapped-accessible 
tag from nurses at hospitals. Another way to 
get hold of a handicapped-accessible tag with-
out spending the extra cash is using your fam-
ily member's tag. The OLLU campus police 
are aware that people are abusing the system, 
which is why they will begin their investiga-
tions. 

If a person is found using a handicapped-
accessible tag that does not belong to them they 
are no longer just being handed a $40 dollar 
fee. There will be a Justice of the Peace cita-
tion. This citation will not involve the school, 
but the city and state. However, the OLLU po-
lice department can get the message out just the 
same. Punishment within their control include  
booting of a car, towing a car, confiscation the 
tag and returning it to the Department of Motor 
Vehicles.  

This is how serious the OLLU police depart-
ment is now taking the offense of handicapped-
accessible parking violations. From Sept. 
2016-April 2017 there have been about 68 
cases involving handicapped-accessible park-
ing violations. Since the OLLU campus is not 
a large campus it is a large concern. About 10 
tickets a month are handed to, sometimes repet-
itive, violators that they catch. Lieutenant Elliot 

states that their major issues are on Prov-
idence and St. Ann’s road. This is one of 
the main reasons the police department 
will not issue a $40 dollar warning but an 
immediate Justice of the Piece citation. 

The Lieutenant states that, “The de-
partment is aware of what is going on 
and they will begin to crack down on 
the situation.” There is a way the OLLU 

community can help. They can report 
the incident. This will help the police 
department contact whoever they need 
to investigate. Another effective way to 
help is to snap a picture or video of peo-
ple who are violating the handicapped-
accessible tag. All of these reports can 
be made anonymously through the silent 
witness program. 

Currently OLLU has been noticing a spike in handicapped-accessible parking 
violations.  Campus police has issued an average of six citations per month.

This year’s McNair symposium enjoyed 
a promising start as students presented their 
research ideas and findings April 20. The 
program is intended to help students get into 
graduate school and learn firsthand what it is 
like to conduct research. The day-long sym-
posium ended with a mixer. 

OLLU junior Natalie Rosas, showcased 
what she learned and hoped her research 
will make a difference. “My presentation 
was titled ‘Methylene Blue: A novel dis-
ease modifying drug for early intervention 
in Parkinson’s disease.’ I am working un-
der Dr. Robert Clark’s lab at UT Health San 
Antonio. Our research attempts to better 
understand the manifestation of Parkinson’s 
disease in the early stages. We hope to use 
methylene blue, which is cost-effective and 
FDA-approved safe for human consumption, 
to treat motor and non-motor symptoms of 
Parkinson’s disease. So far, the data showed 
that methylene blue could restore olfactory 
function, motor function, and cognitive func-
tion,” said Rosas.

Rosas prepared extensively for the sympo-
sium, hoping to ace it.  “I really just practiced 

McNair Symposium Kicks Off To Great Start
as much as I could leading up to the presenta-
tion. Even if no one was listening, I would 
talk out loud, and it helped me figure out 
where I needed to practice more,” she said.

Even though Rosas enjoyed her research 
she says she enjoyed listening to other peo-
ple’s presentation and learning about differ-
ent topics as well. “I’m always up for talking 
about my research, but I enjoyed listening 
to other presentations the most. I like seeing 
the different presentation styles and hearing 
about the work of fellow students,” she said.
In the end, Rosas feels that McNair will help 
her in the future, and get her into graduate 
school.

“I’m planning on applying for graduate 
school this coming fall, and individual re-
search is a must for admission to a good pro-
gram; so, this will definitely strengthen my 
application. This research has also helped me 
narrow down my interests for what I want to 
study in grad school,” said Rosas.  

The 2nd Annual McNair Symposium brought students and faculty together to pres-
ent research findings and ideas.

By Alexis Medrano



April 22 marks the beginning of the campaign for environmental and climate 
awareness. In observance of Earth Day the City of San Antonio organized their 
celebration at Woodlawn Lake Park as part of Fiesta, and featured a 5K run, music 
and educational booths promoting earth-friendly activities..

The tradition of generating awareness for the Earth and its environment dates 
to the 1970s, when 20 million Americans protested the deterioration of the envi-
ronment because of oils spills, raw sewage, toxic dumps and the increasing loss 
of wilderness and wildlife. By the end of that same year, the United States Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency was founded and the Clean Air, Clean Water, and 
Endangered Species Act passed. 

In 1990, the global impact of Earth Day was evident with 200 million people 
in 141 countries participating. Worldwide efforts to recycle and address environ-
mental issues were combined. These global efforts led to the 1992 United Nations 
Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro and in 1995, former President Bill Clinton award-
ed Senator Nelson, who witnessed the 1969 massive oil spill in Santa Barbara, 
California, the Presidential Medal of Freedom for his role as Earth Day founder. 

Earth Day has increasingly centered around global warming and the push by 
citizens for clean energy.  Five thousand environmental groups located in 184 
countries, through the power of the Internet, rallied thousands to the National Mall 
in Washington, DC for a First Amendment Rally. 

In more recent times, the slightly disinterested public came together amidst cli-
mate change deniers and oil lobbyists to reestablish the focus on the environment. 
This led to the launch of the world’s largest environmental service project known 
as, A Billion Acts of Green, a global tree planting initiative now The Canopy Proj-
ect. The Canopy Project engages more than 22,000 partners in 192 countries in 
observation of Earth Day. 

Today, Earth Day is the largest secular observance in the world, with over a bil-
lion people each year observing it as a day of action that changes human behavior 
and provokes policy changes. This year marks the 47th anniversary of the first 
Earth Day and the long legacy of fighting for a cleaner world. 

S.A. Celebrates Earth Day
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By Pedro Becerra
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Get To Know Your Car 

When students go off to college, there are 
tons of checklists, but none of them seem to 
mention what you will need to know about 

your car and what to do if your parents 
aren’t around to bail you out.  Being away 
from home could feel liberating, that’s until 
your car won’t start, you have an interview 

Courtesy Photo

in thirty minutes and the campus police are 
nowhere to be found.

One thing that should be on the college 
student checklist is to have a pair of jumper 
cables in the car. No one ever expects their 
car to stall or fail to start. Screaming at the 
car won’t get it running, but having a set of 
jumper cables will get your car started long 
enough to figure out what’s wrong with it. 
Jumper cables aren’t expensive and come in 
handy when you are far from campus and 
on your own. Learning how to use jumper 
cables is a skill that students can use for the 
rest of their lives.

How far your car can go on a tank of gas 
is also a very important thing to know, and 
one that students rarely think about. For me, 
when I get to a quarter of tank, I know that 
I am pushing the limits of my car’s mileage. 
I have found myself pushing my car to the 
nearest gas station, because I failed to heed 
the warnings and ran out of gas. Driving in 
a bigger city with different parameters, stu-
dents must learn to gauge if they can take 
that 20-minute drive or if they need to find 
a gas station. This is surprisingly something 
that some students don’t think about when 
they first start driving far from home where 
their parents are not around to remind them 
to fill up on gas. 

Another lesson you’ll learn is the value 
of a good, cheap mechanic.  Car repairs 
can quickly get expensive, but it’s best not 
to panic when trouble arises. A little good 
advice, I highly recommend keeping a lit-
tle fund for car repair emergencies. 
 Just a few semesters ago, my suspen-
sion broke which caused my car to start 
smoking. I thought I could make it back 
to school, which is a 30-minute drive. I 
must heavily advise you against thinking 
you can push your car further than you can 
actually push your car. Cars are not like 
broken bikes where you can make it to the 
next stop with a broken chain. This repair 
cost around $300, which honestly made 
me panic more than my broken car. 

Driving is easy, but dealing with car 
problems is a bit more complicated.  
Know your car’s limits and keep up with 
its maintenance schedules to minimize 
breakdowns. 

By Chloe M. Brown 



Everyone knows what happens after you graduate from college. You 
officially become an independent adult and then pushed into the “real” 
world to forge your own way. You are expected to get a job and start 
making a living, hopefully not relying on parents anymore.  But, the big 
question is how do you go about it, because it’s not easy landing that first 
good job.

With recent college graduates, there is little or nothing to go on for 
a prospective employer. Taking advantage of professional organizations 
that offer student rates is a way to show employers you are willing to 
compensate lack of experience joining clubs and connecting with profes-
sionals in your field. Joining school organizations is also important as it 
will show prospective employers you have the skills to lead or form part 
of a team.

The first thing any job searcher must do is look for a job like it’s a job. 
Treating your job search like it is a job will make the difference between 
landing that awesome job you’ve always wanted, or working at the local 
coffee shop as a barista with an expensive education.  Some of the most 
common mistakes made by the incoming job searcher are:

1. Not Being Proactive Enough
2. Relying Solely on the Internet
3. Not Creating Wide Networks
4. Not Creating Customized Resumes
5. Misusing the Internet
6. Failing to Follow Up
7. Setting Expectations Too High
8. Appearing Unprofessional 
9. Not Taking the Job Interview Seriously
10. Not Using the College’s Career Office

Basically, what you must do is be persistent. Don’t give up after the 
first rejection. You need to show them that you are better than the other 
candidates for the job.

Have a customized resume for every job position you apply for.  It is 
OK to omit jobs that have nothing to do with the one you are applying 
for. This serves to showcase only the things that prove how great you 
are for the job for which you are applying.  An employer doesn’t want to 
know that you can serve tables or file paperwork if you’re applying for 
an information technician job, nor would a restaurant want to know you 
could code if you’re applying for a food service position. Your serving 
job would be more appropriate. This may seem obvious, but we often for-
get that giving little information is sometimes the best option, because it 
gives you the opportunity to show off what you’re good at for the position 
you applying for right now.

How to Land Your Dream Job
By Destiny Camacho

Networking! You need to network like crazy. If you don’t think networking will get you 
places, you’re thinking wrong. Don’t bother refuting it, it’s proven. The more you put yourself 
out there, the better chances of meeting the next person who will get you closer to your dream 
job. Do not underestimate contacts you meet. Anyone can help when you’re looking for a job. 
The more people know you are looking for a job, the more will alert you when something 
shows up. These connections will also make great references for employers. 

When preparing for the interview, come dressed to impress. Nobody wants to hire someone 
who isn’t going to take the time to make a good first impression. Be sure to have an extra coy 
of your resume for the interviewer. During the interview, show them that you’re compatible 
with the values and views of the company and you’ll have a good shot at getting that return 
phone call.

Follow-ups are important. As stated above, employers like persistence, don’t be afraid to 
send an email after the interview, or even a handwritten card by mail to set yourself apart from 
the pack. As easy as this is, few people take the time to do it. Sending a follow up right after 
the interview is great because you show that you’re really interested and you can also bring 
up something from the interview that the potential employer had said to show you were really 
paying attention. 

Aim high, but prepare for rejection. If you don’t get your dream job to start out with it’s 
fine. It’s OK to settle for a smaller job until something better comes along. You will still gain 
experience. 

 Follow these tips and take advantage of campus career services for the highest chance of 
success at job hinting. You will land a job. Don’t be afraid to settle for something you weren’t 
original aiming for because opportunities come in many forms. Good luck in the real world. 
You’ll do amazing things.

Courtesy Photo
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1. Conduct research on the employer, hir-
ing manager, and company

2. Review common interview questions 
and prepare your responses

3. Dress for success. Dress appropriately 
for the job and be well groomed.

4. Arrive on time, relaxed and prepared for 
the interview

5. Make a good first impression

6. Bring a resume. A resume should be 
neat and customized to the job for which 

you are being interviewed. Try and keep it 
to around two pages using your most recent 
experience in that field. 

7. Bring a note pad and pen to take notes

8. Positive body language: smiling, eye 
contact, solid posture, active listening and 
nodding.

9. Ask questions. It is always OK to ask 
questions. 

10. Thank interviewer(s) in person, by 
email, or postal mail (Source: Randall S. 
Hansen, Ph.D.)

10 Interview Tips

Courtesy Photo
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Athlete Of The Month

Photo and Information brought to you by the OLLU Sports Information Office

In San Antonio, Fiesta® is a huge part of the city’s history and has a special significance to the people 
of San Antonio. One special part of Fiesta is the medals. Organizations design and sell their medals. The 
university unveiled this year’s Fiesta medal, designed by OLLU Brand Manager Cathy Maule. 

“I was inspired by the newly improved Lake Elmendorf Park. I decided to incorporate a bridge that ex-
tends from OLLU’s Main building to the nearby park. The bridge symbolizes the connection between two 
iconic places on the West Side: historic Main Building and a historic park, which re-opened in January with 
$16.2 million in improvements. Fiesta is a tradition that reinforces the community spirit of San Antonio, 
and it is important for OLLU to embrace and be a part of this effort.  We, in turn, benefit from this tradi-
tion as money raised from the medal, the ninth the school has produced, will fund scholarships for OLLU 
students,” said Maule.

President Dr. Diane Melby is excited that Our Lady of the Lake University will be part of the city’s long 
tradition.

“Fiesta is a great tradition in San Antonio, that goes back decades, decades and decades. Medals are the 
one tangible thing, people keep and collect them. For me when I came to OLLU a year-and-a-half ago, 
Fiesta was a whole new thing. The medals have this particular importance to me because they show me the 
history of the university. I’ve seen all the medals of the university, and I’ve watched the university evolve. 
The medals are designed in-house, and we produce them with the help of the community,” said Melby. 

By Alexis Medrano

Photos  provided by Alexis Medrano

OLLU baseball pitcher Jordan Hackett led the team to two conference wins 
in April as the team won eight of nine games. Hackett leads the team in ERA 
with an average of 3.69. For the season, he’s won six of 11 games pitched, 
for a total of 63.1 innings, allowing 59 hits and 34 runs, while striking out 
68.  Hackett, a junior from San Antonio, is in his third year on the team. He 
is majoring in communications.
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Some say the world will end in fire, 
Some say in ice. 
From what I’ve tasted of desire 
I hold with those who favor fire. 
But if it had to perish twice, 
I think I know enough of hate 
To say that for destruction ice 
Is also great 
And would suffice.

The Lake Front’s Favorite Poems
In honor of April, Poetry Month The Lake Front 

gathered their favorite poems in one place. We hope  
you like them, and that it inspires you to look into po-
etry as well.

Fire and Ice by Robert Frost

Stiff scholars and the hody amorous
Will in their ripeness equally admire
Powerful, gende cats, pride of the house,
Who, like them, love to sit around the fire.

Friends both of sciences and of l'amour,
They seek the silent horror of the night;
Erebus wants them for his funeral corps,
But in their pride they'd never choose that fate.

They take in sleeping noble attitudes
Great sphinxes in the desert solitudes,
Who seem to be entranced by endless dreams;

Within their potent loins are magic sparks,
And flakes of gold, fine sand, are vaguely seen
Behind their mystic eyes, gleaming like stars.

Cats by Charles Baudelaire

I have a little shadow that goes in and out with 
me, And what can be the use of him is more than I 
can see. He is very, very like me from the heels up 
to the head; And I see him jump before me, when I 
jump into my bed.

The funniest thing about him is the way he likes 
to grow— Not at all like proper children, which is 
always very slow; For he sometimes shoots up taller 
like an India-rubber ball, And he sometimes gets so 
little that there's none of him at all. 

He hasn't got a notion of how children ought to 
play, And can only make a fool of me in every sort 
of way. He stays so close beside me, he's a coward 
you can see; I'd think shame to stick to nursie as that 
shadow sticks to me! 

One morning, very early, before the sun was up, 
I rose and found the shining dew on every buttercup; 
But my lazy little shadow, like an arrant sleepy-
head, Had stayed at home behind me and was fast 
asleep in bed.

My Shadow By Robert Louis Stevenson 
No one ever taught me how to pray, so I won’t. 
Instead, I’ll just say this:
God bless the shape your head leaves in my pillow. 
God bless your insatiable hair.
God bless you though the hour is late, for you have 
come to me at last.

I Cannot Answer You Tonight by Neil Hilborn

A free bird leaps on the back
Of the wind and floats downstream 
Till the current ends and dips his wing 
In the orange suns rays
And dares to claim the sky.

But a BIRD that stalks down his narrow cage
Can seldom see through his bars of rage
His wings are clipped and his feet are tied
So he opens his throat to sing.

The caged bird sings with a fearful trill
Of things unknown but longed for still
And his tune is heard on the distant hill for
The caged bird sings of freedom.

The free bird thinks of another breeze
And the trade winds soft through
The sighing trees
And the fat worms waiting on a dawn-bright
Lawn and he names the sky his own.

But a caged bird stands on the grave of dreams
His shadow shouts on a nightmare scream
His wings are clipped and his feet are tied
So he opens his throat to sing.

The caged bird sings with
A fearful trill of things unknown
But longed for still and his
Tune is heard on the distant hill
For the caged bird sings of freedom. 

I know why the caged bird sings 
by Maya Angelou

How To Kill Yourself Without Hurting Anyone

Don’t

“Poetry is important to me because I can feel the 
words in my soul.”- Chloe M. Brown

Also Chloe,
“Poe tho”
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The Mass Communication Department welcomed three 
OLLU alumni April 6 for an open discussion panel about 
their experiences out in the real world after graduating from 
OLLU.  Roger Soto, Alejandra Guzman and Cristian Ortiz-
Salas, each participating panelist, spoke about their experi-
ences attending OLLU as well as how they landed profes-
sional careers in their respective field.  

Cristian Ortiz-Salas, creative director for Lustrous Public 
Relations firm, graduated in December 2015 with a Bach-
elor of Arts in mass communications. He shared his working 
experiences as a public relations student and intern with the 
Fiesta San Antonio Commission. 

“My junior year I changed my degree from psychology 
to public relations,” said Ortiz. “It was challenging, but the 
experience was fun and rewarding, especially after interning 
with Fiesta, because I found my passion for event planning.” 

Ortiz also pointed out it is important to develop a skill in 
Photoshop or Illustrator as a public relations specialist or 
journalist.

“OLLU has prepared me with the knowledge to get into 
the field that I love, and I did,” said Guzman. “Your practi-
cum and internship do help a lot, but it was also what we 
learn here in our classrooms.”

Guzman is a reporter and weekend anchor for NewsWest 
9 in Odessa, Texas. Guzman graduated in December 2015 
with a Bachelor of Arts in journalism. Even when she faced 
times of being discouraged, she always kept working hard to 
finally work at her dream job. 

“Some people aren’t fortunate enough to go work straight 
out of college to a talent job, because that is what they want 
to do,” said Guzman. “That’s tough because sometimes it 
discourages you, but you can’t let that discourage you be-
cause that’s a stepping stone.” 

Roger Soto is co-founder of Komet Marketing Commu-
nications and has worked in media, reporting and producing 
for five years. Soto graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 

mass communications from OLLU, and spoke of how 
he worked his way up to get recognized in the San An-
tonio area and nationally. 

Soto talked to students about having realistic expec-
tations while they enter the job market.

“When you land your first job, you’re not going to 
make a lot of money. Even when I was a producer I 
wasn’t getting paid a lot,” said Soto, “I had really light 
skin when I started in this field and you have to grow 
tough skin because that is the reality of it. Whenever 
your ideas get turned down, you really can’t take it per-
sonally” 

Each panelist provided more insightful tips and ad-
vice on how to land the job you want. Soto emphasized 

Alumni Share Real World Experiences
By Jazmin Sanchez

Alumni Panalists: Roger Soto, Alejandra Guzman and Cristian Ortiz-Salas Mass Communication Students Destiny Camacho and Chloe M. Brown behind the 
scences at the Alumni Mixer

that building connections and networking is important, 
especially being involved in extracurricular activities on 
campus. 

“You must be a master of different hats because your 
job or whatever company you work for is going to expect 
that from you” Soto said, “whether it is graphic design, 
reporting, writing, you name it.” 

Students found  the interaction with OLLU alumni ben-
eficial. “It was a great experience because, I was able to 
hear how alumni started their careers and got into their 
feilds,” said mass communication student Destiny Cama-
cho.  “Their advice was insightful.  It has encouraged me  
to become less shy and put my best foot forward to reach 
my goals.”
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The U.S. bumblebee, (Bombus affinis), has officially been 
put on the endangered species list. The absence of bumble-
bees can be seen around OLLU. Just three years ago, there 
were plenty of bees seen buzzing around campus. They were 
nearly everywhere - in the trash cans, around the trees and 
near greenery. Now, there are hardly any bees buzzing around 
campus. 
    Angela Smith, a local beekeeper, started beekeeping when 
she thought she had a hive near her house. In recent years, 
more and more people have resorted to removal of bees rather 
than eradication. After buying a bee box she felt obligated to 
start a bee hive. Smith got in contact with a bee supplier and 
he filled up her empty bee box with a new colony. Although 
Smith has only been a beekeeper for a year, she’s already 
started to notice the presence of bees. “I never did notice bees 
around our property until I got my own hive. A few weeks ago, 
these trees were covered with blossoms, and when I went in to 
feed the chickens, I just heard this noise; those are bees. Then 
I realized and looked up in the tree, and the whole colony was 
up in the flowers of the tree. I never had that happen before. So 
I do notice their presences now more than before,” said Smith.
    While bees may not be the most inviting creature, they play 
a vital role to the ecosystem as one of the main pollinators of 
plants. If bees continue to disappear around campus, students 
could see a noticeable change in the beautiful greenery of the 
campus. The decline of bees will not only affect botany on 
campus, but will affect other crops in the San Antonio area.  
Smith commented how not having any bees in her area had 
an effect on simple things.  “I was incapable of growing fruit. 
Every time I would have a nice vegetable plant and have great 
blossoms on it, no fruit would set on it,” said Smith. 
    Surprisingly, Smith says bees are low maintenance. The 
most difficult thing about beekeeping for Smith is not being 

The Buzz on Bees
By Chloe M. Brown

able to check on them, and know what they are do-
ing inside the hive. “They (her other animals) are all 
just there. OK, I can see you’re fine. I can see you 
have a cut, but the bees, all I can see is them going 
in and out and the nectar is disappearing. They seem 
OK,” said Smith. 

 Not everyone should become a beekeeper to save 
the bees. There are simple things that students can 

do to contribute to the effort of saving the bees.  
Students can plant bee-friendly flowers to attract 
more bees. Keep the weeds. Weeds like dandeli-
ons can be a haven for bees. Don’t call an exter-
minator at the sight of bees, instead call a removal 
specialist. 

“They are fascinating and scary at the same 
time,” Smith said of her bees. 

Angela Smith tending her bees at her acreage in Cibolo, Texas.

Sister Annie B’s cafeteria welcomes Raquel Baptiste, the 
new Food Service Director for Selrico Services on campus. 
Baptiste has worked over 26 years in food dining services at 
other universities that include Wesleyan, Harvard and Yale 
University for Aramark and Compass. Baptiste is new to 
Texas, and has many experiences in catering to students.

“I’m kind of new to the Texas area.  I’ve only been here for 
a year. I’m a military transfer, 
my husband is in the military. 
I was born in New York and 
raised in Connecticut and 
New York. My background 
is in campus dinning and 
for 26 years I’ve worked for 
Aramark. I always worked, 
for campuses. I was a worker, I started as a cashier and sort 
of worked my up into all the classifications on a campus. I 
did line server, utility, table wiping, I’ve probably done ev-
ery position on a campus. Aramark left the university, I was 
employed at Wesleyan University, which is in Connecticut. 
I used to set my station up, and I used to change it around. I 
put all the garnish, and Aramark started training me on how 
to reset and on different concepts, decorate, make signage. I 

By Alexis Medrano

New Food Service Director For Selrico Services

did that for a little while and went into management, and I 
was assistant manager. They lost the contract at Wesleyan, 
and Bon Appetit came in. I was a liaison between visual 
contractor and the employees,” said Baptiste.

Baptiste is excited to be at Our Lady of the University 
and bring her experiences to the campus.

“I came into sort of a challenge. There was a lot of 
dinning needs that I feel 
weren’t being addressed. 
The dinning set up and 
the graphics of the whole 
cafeteria are challenging 
to new concepts. When it 
comes to food it’s difficult, 
because everyone has dif-

ferent taste buds. Even at home, I have four kids and two 
of them like what I cook and the other two don’t. What 
I really want is for people to be vocal about what they 
don’t like, so we cannot offer so much or offer some-
thing else. It is your dinning program, as students and 
faculty. It’s my job to be open to your suggestions,” said 
Baptiste. 

 Raquel Baptiste

“I really want is for people to be vocal 
about what they don’t like, ... It is your din-

ning program, as students and faculty. It’s my 
job to be open to your suggestions.”

- Raquel Baptiste, New Food Service Dining Director
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Pictures on the back page

Starting April 20 San Antonio began its biggest celebra-
tion of the year, Fiesta! Fiesta consists of a series of differ-
ent events for a period of approximately four months. These 
events vary from tours of historic Victorian homes to parades 
and public parties. The entire community is encouraged to join 
and celebrate San Antonio culture. These events all differ from 
one another and have their unique aspects; however, all share 
one thing - their food.

Food is a basic element to Fiesta. Everywhere you look, 
you are guaranteed to find different types of Mexican, Tex-
Mex and American food. Social events, which include fashion 
shows and performances, all have a variety of appetizers that 
represent this city. As for larger events, such as parties and pa-
rades, these offer full entrees ready to make your mouth water. 

This year we can expect an even larger selection, because of 
the “foodie” trend seen around town; San Antonio has begun 
appreciating and celebrating the culinary arts. OLLU students 
have not been left behind in this department; thanks to the dif-
ferent number of food trucks being brought weekly to cam-
pus, the students have developed a strong interest in different 
tastes. The most visited Fiesta event attended by our students 
is Oyster Bake, which promises to satisfy taste buds while pro-
viding a fun time. Oyster Bake offers a variety of tacos, empa-
nadas, chicken on a stick, corn in a cup, pizza, baked oysters, 
crawfish, churros, chalupas, burgers and fried cheesecake to 
name a few. 

Another Fiesta event favored by college students is Night 
in Old San Antonio. NIOSA has been featured on the Food 
Network Magazine, because of its unique and endless food 

options. At this event, try the Shypoke Eggs, introduced in 
1974, and now a regular at NIOSA. Anticuchos, which are 
marinated steak kebabs are also a local favorite that con-
tain enough protein to give you energy to last the night. It 
is estimated that over 15,000 anticuchos are sold a year in 
San Antonio. NIOSA also offers yakitori which is chicken 
on a stick. Originally introduced in Chinatown, it now has 
an Asian-Mexican flare to it. 

Fiesta Offers Dishes Unique To S.A.

For a not so small snack bunuelos are a NIOSA fa-
vorite. Bunuelos are crispy, fried, disc-like bread that 
are covered in cinnamon and sugar that became popu-
lar in the 60s and have stayed part of our culture since. 

Every event promises to have a taste for everyone, 
no matter how picky you are. Wherever you decide to 
go, just remember that a full tummy, brings a happy 
life. 

Fiesta offers a variety of foods uniquely San Antonio

By Mariana Salazar

If you are not familiar with the cascaron(es) or the eggshell(s), you 
should know that it is more than just a colored egg-it carries culture and 
entertainment. The cascaron is a Mexican tradition. People in San Anto-
nio crack cascarones on each other’s head in celebration of Fiesta, a 12-
day, citywide celebration. However, to keep it safe and without injuries, 
remember to crack the egg in your hand before showering your friend or 
loved one with confetti. 

Decorations featured on cascarones are as unique as the people in San 
Antonio. Designs could range from Fiesta themed artwork, like mariachi 
hats and maracas, to more personalized designs, like Spurs logos or even 

a Donald Trump design, as seen in Marylou Hernan-
dez’s cascaron shop on Austin Highway.  

Hernandez, who owns the Cascaron Store here in 
San Antonio, has been making cascarones since she 
was a little girl. She has already made thousands of 
confetti filled eggs in preparation for Fiesta. She an-
ticipates selling out of her eggs and people requesting 
more. The San Antonio Fiesta commission estimates 
over 200 thousand cascarones will be cracked on the 
heads of San Antonians this year. The commission 
has its own volunteers who already made 53,000 cas-
carones, almost double the amount created for last 
year’s Fiesta.  

If you’d like to make your own casacarones, it’s 
not too difficult, here is a step-by-step guide to mak-
ing the eggs. You should start by retaining all of 
your used eggs after cooking, and asking friends and 
neighbors to donate their used eggs as well, but the 
egg must be properly cracked as to keep the eggshell 
almost intact. 

1.   Use a knife or a fork and poke a hole at one end 
of the egg to get an opening going that will be big 
enough to let the egg contents out for cooking, but 
small enough to retain the eggshell’s shape.  
2.   Clean the egg thoroughly.
3.   Set the egg shell out to dry completely.
4.   While your shells are drying, decide how you 
would like to decorate them. You can use markers, 
colors, paint, tape, glitter or anything that will adhere 

to the eggshells. You can even glue tissue paper on it 
for a layered look or a paper mache look.  The pos-
sibilities are endless.
5.   Next fill the egg. The most popular filling is con-
fetti, but some people put glitter, birdseed or even flour 
in the eggs. Choosing your filling wisely could make 
the difference of making or losing friends this Fiesta.
6.  To seal the cascaron, you will need small squares 
of tissue paper and a dab of glue. Glue the tissue paper 
atop the hole, and now all is left is to have fun crack-
ing it on an unsuspecting friend!

Fiesta and confetti-filled eggs have gone hand-in-
hand for years. They were first seen in the U.S. during 
Easter and Fiesta, and they are still the main events 
where you will find cascarones. They are also made 
and used during Halloween, Dia De Los Muertos, and 
Cinco de Mayo to some extent, but are more prevelant 
during Fiesta or Easter.

Regardless of how they made it to the 21st century, 
cascarones can now be found at any H-E-B or Wal-
mart. You can also find dozens of cascarones all along 
Military Drive in San Antonio during Fiesta. 

A large bag of cascarones runs about $15-$20 dol-
lars. Get yours soon. They are an essential during San 
Antonio’s Fiesta season. 

Cascarones: All They’re Cracked Up To Be

By Denise Coronel
Marylou Hernandez
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Staying Safe During Fiesta

It’s that time of year again; when San Antonio comes 
together and celebrates its culture with a series of events 
during one of the country’s biggest pachanga. These cel-
ebrations take place throughout the city, but concentrate 
in different restaurants, bars and on the streets of down-
town San Antonio. While you are sure to have a good 
time during Fiesta, it is important to always consider 
your personal safety and the safety of your friends while 
celebrating.

The San Antonio Police Department works diligently 
to keep the 3.5 million Fiesta party-goers safe through-
out the two-week Fiesta celebration. They have con-
stantly offered their support in any situation where you 
feel that you are at risk. It is very important for the com-
munity to know how SADP can help, and what they can 
do themselves to have fun in a safe manner. 

If you go to any Fiesta event and park your car several 
blocks away where there are no streetlights, police of-
ficers can walk you to your car to ensure you get there 
safely. To help yourself in a situation like this, you can 
stay safe by staying alert. It is important pay attention, 
and avoid being on your phone, or wearing headphones, 
as this impairs your sense of awareness. Also, you 
should not only have 911 on speed dial, but SADP’s 
non-emergency number at hand as well. This will avoid 
bogging down the emergency dispatch center, if you just 
need assistance with a non-emergency matter. Keep in 
mind that in addition to folks who are distracted, crimi-
nals target people who are alone as well.  It is best to 
always plan being with a group instead of walking by 
yourself during these events. Just like in elementary 
school, the buddy system is quite effective.

Another safety consideration is the fact that there will 
be plenty of alcoholic beverages during Fiesta. With this 
comes a variety of issues, such as drinking responsibly 
while in public, staying away from highly intoxicated 
people and never drinking and driving. Drinking re-
sponsibly is the first step to staying safe, because you are 
aware of your surroundings and are conscious to make 

good decisions. It is almost guaranteed that you will 
stumble upon a few people that have had one too many, 
and it is best to stay away to avoid nasty confrontations.  
Lastly, do not go behind the wheel even if you don’t 
feel drunk. If you have consumed any alcohol, play it 
safe and get an Uber or taxi. Remember, you are not 
just putting your life at risk but also those surrounding 
you. Also keep in mind that an Uber is cheaper than a 
DWI.  If you are planning on drinking, you should also 
plan how to get back home safely. If you and your group 
of friends are planning on attending different events on 
different days, a good option is to take turns being the 
designated driver. While SAPD officers love Fiesta too, 
they have made it clear that there will be zero tolerance 
for drunk drivers. 

Overall, Fiesta is one of the best time of the year 
in San Antonio and every year SAPD, along with the 
community, work together to ensure a positive, fun, and 
safe atmosphere. SAPD compiled a list of safety do’s 
and don’ts that if followed will ensure a safe Fiesta this 
year. But more importantly, always trust your instincts, 
if something feels bad, more than likely it is.

WHEN YOU ARE WALKING

1. Always be aware of your surroundings, and the peo-
ple who are around you.

2. Avoid walking alone; either walk with someone, or 
walk in areas where others are near.

3. Stay in well lighted areas, away from alleys, bushes, 
and doorways.

4. Avoid shortcuts through alleys, parks, vacant lots, 
or other deserted places.

5. Walk in the middle of the sidewalk facing traffic.

6. Never hitchhike or accept rides from strangers.

7. If the driver of a car stops and harasses you, walk in 
the opposite direction.

8. If you are walking to your car in a parking lot, 
and anything makes you feel uncomfortable, TRUST 
YOUR INSTINCTS, go back in the store or restaurant. 
Get someone to walk with you to your car.

9. When you approach your car, check the back seat 
and under the car.

10. Have your keys in your hand. Enter the car, lock 
the doors and drive away.

11. If you have a cell phone, carry it with you when 
walking or driving. Be prepared to use it to call for 
help. Know what numbers to call and be prepared to 
give your exact location to the emergency operator.

By Mariana Salazar
Courtesy Photos

San Antonio Emergency: 911 
Non-Emergency: 210-207-7273 
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Chloe Brown and Destiny Camacho  trying Oysters for the first time at Oyster Bake.

Cascarones being made.

Chloe eating funnel cake at Fiesta.

 The OLLU Fiesta Medal Unvieling


