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PC Generation On Social Media
By: Yadira Garcia

The PC generation or the snow-
flake generation is a part of a mas-
sive global endeavor. There seems to 
be a slice of political correctness cake 
slapped onto the plates of the modern 
era, with a side of no offense cupcakes. 

This trending topic has been sprawled 
onto thebig wide web but the bigger more 
intriguing issue is this genera-tion’s con-
stant overflow on social media. So what 
exactly is the PC generation/culture? 

The political correctness genera-
tion is based on the notion that every-
one is special in their own way. Topics 
such as gender, religion, feminism, and 
race better left unsaid. Basically, every 
kid gets a trophy for just showing up.
The noise of the internet pro-duces an 
almost overwhelming sense of non-toler-
ances for the tolerant. 

When social media first ap-peared it 
was presented as a tool of sorts to stay con-
nected to friends, family, and further down 
the line, celebrities. Ev-erybody wanted 
in on Myspace, Facebook,Twitter,etc. 
But soon these platforms took on a com-
plex format, and it became more of an 
opin-ion factor. Logging into any social 
media one can find a treasure cove of 
comments debating subjets from, how a 
person pronounces something to whether 
or not a statement was sexist or racist. 

There is a never-ending parade of 
worry among all the generations, no one 
wants to be the odd one out. Children 
today don’t under-stand the difference 
between hatred for a group and simply 
comedic material. It’s like I once read, 
if you can manage to laugh at a serious 
situation you are given the upper hand 
from the oppressors. Nothing is stron-
ger than the power of love and laughter.       

The kaleidoscope of different belief 
systems, genera-tions, and cultures clash-
ing together in one giant web can call for 
some tension on topics,  and that’s nor-
mal. It’s when people begin to person-
ally attack each other with malice and 
hate simply over a misunderstanding. 
That can cause an even bigger issue 
than what was originally stated. No one 
wants to be the villain; no one wants to 
be “that guy” but instead of promoting 
progress the new P.C culture has sort of 
morphed into intolerant for tolerance. 
Eilene Wollslager,Ph.D. assistant 
professor of public relations and 
journalism pointed out that Politi-
cal Correctness has been giving the 
power to actually ruin someone’s life. 

She has seen more of her conser-
vative friends on Facebook also 
get sucked into never-ending ar-
guments over their own beliefs. 
Sometimes we say things without 
thinking or maybe we truly were not 
aware that some-thing was offensive. 
Once we obtain that knowledge it’s as 
simple as apologizing, with the nota-
tion of understanding and moving on.  

Alyssa Casso shares one encounter 
she witnessed on social media in which 
a feminist gave issue to a sports writer. 
The writer was given heat for calling 
someone a female, “Somehow, it spiraled 
into the sports writer being called a "rape 
apologist…” Fans of the sports writer and 
droves of women who took issue with him 
went at it for hours. Hon-estly, I don't think 
I was on any-one's side. They both did 
things incorrectly. The writer meant well, 
but women (myself includ-ed) have had 
that word used against them in a degrad-
ing manner. I do think that "female" can 
be used in many instances as merely a de-
scriptor, but it needs to be used carefully.” 

Situations like this are be-coming 
recurring on almost all social media 
outlets. Speaking with Ricky Saldana, 
he men-tioned that social media sites 
like Tumblr are crawling P.C. culture.  
Now you may be thinking, who 
cares? Just don’t get on so-cial me-
dia and you won’t have a problem. 

The thing is that solution is only tempo-
rary; when it comes to social change and 
progress we can’t allow political correc-
tion to become bigger than the actual prob-
lems. We as advocates for change can’t 
batter people into establishing tolerance. 
Dr. Wollslager mused, if we want to see real 
social change we need to look at respect 
and love rather than a full frontal at-tack.   
In conclusion, are these groups/indi-
viduals right or be-ing oversensitivity? 
Talking with Alyssa, Dr. Wollslager and 
Ricky as well as other members of our 
com-munity, one conclusion was run-
ning wild. While yes some of this new 
defined culture can be sensitivity, the 
overall goal is in the right position. It’s 
impor-tant to examine this P.C genera-
tion/culture with a microscope. Inform-
ing ourselves and the younger generation 
about what is truly political correctness 
would improve the halt on true progress.     

Courtesy Photo

The Lake Front is a student-run publication. Views and 
opinions do not reflect Our Lady of the Lake University. 
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Service Learning With Fiesta 
By: Pauline Fields

In a service-learning class, Funda-
mentals of Technical Professional Writ-
ing, a group of stu-dents were assigned 
a task to create a flyer and brochure for 
a nonprof-it. One group of students de-
cided to go above and beyond. Lupe 
Hernandez, Jocelyn Trask, Ashley De-
leon and Nina Martinez were assigned the 
nonprofit Alamo Area Partners for Ani-
mal Welfare, also known as A.P.P.A.W.

APPAW is an organiza-tion that 
seeks out animals in need. The 
OLLU students used the mis-sion 
of AAPAW to inspire their task. 
Jocelyn Trask is a gifted artist, and she 
used her talent to help create a design for 
the AAPAW organization. At first the de-
sign was just used as a cover for a brochure 
but it turned into a 2016, Fiesta Medal.
The original design consisted of a person 
holding an umbrella over a dog,cat and 
mouse. 

The inspiration, ac-cording to the 
artist, came from the simple idea that 
AAPAW was an umbrella organiza-
tion for other nonprofits and protect-
ing animals was their whole purpose.
The service-learning group brought their 
design to AAPAW and it was a great suc-
cess. AAPAW decided to use the original 
design for their 2016 Fiesta Medal.With 
a few minor changes the  design was sent 
to a manufacturer. 

Group member, Lupe Hernandez, 
loves Fiesta in San Antonio and is glad 
he can finally con-tribute: “It’s pretty 
cool to be a part of the Fiesta tradition.” 
AAPAW has promised the group of stu-
dents their very own AAPAW 2016 Medal. 
Jocelyn Trask was excited for an opportu-
nity to show her work to the San Antonio 
community. This service- learning class 
turned into a once in a lifetime opportuni-
ty  for these OLLU students and now their 
work is immortalized in a Fiesta Medal.  

Photos provided by: Jocelyn Trask
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New Dorm Rises

By:Destiny Camacho

Courtesy Photos

Welcome back to another year at Our 
Lady of the Lake University and what 
an exciting year it has been so far. The 
Lake Elmendorf renovations are near-
ing completion or have been completed 
and new construction has followed; con-
struction of a new dorm hall that will 
feature apartment-style living. It is being 
constructed by Jordan Foster Construc-
tion, who has been working closely with 
Alamo Architects on the project. The 
project, including the new parking lots, 
is estimated to cost about $15million.

The project, which began back in 
June, broke ground earlier this semes-
ter. The four story building will house 
65 total rooms, in two bedroom or 
four bedroom units, with a total of 234 
beds. Each unit will include a kitchen 
with a stove, fridge, and cabinets. The new 
dorm  will feature study nooks and laun-
dry rooms on every floor. There will also 
be places for students to gather and relax.

 It will be located on the east side of 
campus next to Flores and Centennial 
Halls. Along with the dorm comes a fa-
cility building that will house a fitness 
center and a café, a large landscaped 
courtyard that will feature a volleyball 
court and new parking lots located at the 
front, the side, and the back of the hall. 

The project is slated for completion 
before the fall 2017 semester begins, so 
if you want to live on campus, but also 
want the luxury of apartment living, 
you will now have an option. Housing 
will be available for all classifications. 
 Currently,  rates have not been set for the 
rooms. More details will be forthcoming.

Mizuumi Con
By: Ricky Saladna

Mizuumi Con 9, the Final 
Chapter, was the very last 
convention that the Mizuu-
mi Anime Club hosted. 

For nine years, Mizuu-
mi Con has been the safe, 
family-friendly anime 
convention for those who 
may feel discouraged by 
the sexual nature of some 
other anime conventions. 

It was a place where like-
minded people were able to 
bring their children without 
fear of seeing a costume that 
was too revealing or a creep 
who harasses patrons. There 
really was no other conven-

tion like Mizuumi Con. 
It was a safe space where 
anyone could become any 
character they wanted. 

For many students  at the 
Lake, Mizuumi was their 
first convention and to have 
it on a small scale and in a 
fa-miliar place. Con go-
ers were given a unique 
opportunity to easily slip 
into the conven-tion with-
out any beginner’s anxiety. 
Organized by the Mizuumi 
Anime Club and powered by 
student volunteers, Mizuu-
mi Con will be missed.

El Calo Chicano
 A cocked fedora, shoes shined and trou-

sers-including suspenders-all on point. 
This was not simple attire. It was a way 
of life for the Pachuco. Proud and eager 
to share in his heritage, Moses Porras tells 
The Lake Front why it’s important to re-
member the Zoot Suits. “We want kids to 
spark a conversation with parents, your 
tios, tias, older family members, who-
ever, and ask about, you know, what do 
you know about the Calo movement, the 
pachuco culture, what do you know about 
the lowrider culture, tell me about the 
Calo, what do you know about it, how did 
people talk and how did people dress?”

“There was a negative image that was 
given to the pachuco, I mean, even when 
we go walking around today people will 
call us a ‘hoodlum or gangster. When 
we are dressed up they look at us like 
gangsters. “We are not,” said Porras, 
“we are well educated individuals who 
are proud of our heritage and we want 
to bring it out and create a positive im-
age because it was given a negative one.”
  Porras hopes the younger generation of 
Mexican-Americans will learn more about 
their heritage. Dispelling negative myths 
about his culture is a concern, but the main 
motivation behind his message is to form a 
continuum of remembrance and dialogue 
about the Pachuco culture. “It is very im-
portant to know and learn our heritage, 
our struggle and our cultura, because [fu-
ture generations] need to know.” “We all 
learn about Thomas Jefferson and George 
Washington, but what about your history, 
your own heritage, your own culture.”

 “It is important to share and preserve 
the Pahuco culture, many individuals 
don’t understand and don’t know what 
the culture is,” said Porras during an 
awareness event on campus Thursday. 
Old school cars parked in and around the 
courtyard while participants wore authen-
tic 1940s suits. Students took pictures 
and were able to ask questions about the 
1940s clash between European Service-
men and Mexican-American youths liv-
ing in Los Angeles. During that time a 
Pachucos carried a negative public opin-
ion and many were socially ostracized.

Chuco Garcia participant and documentary filmmaker. Garcia 
works with local groups and organizations spreading aware-
ness about the Pachuco culture and Zoot Suit movements.

Photo By:Maria Elena Cruz

By Maria Elena Cruz

McNair Symposium

For years, the McNair Research 
Symposium has showcased the 
various talents and academic in-
terests of the scholars and visit-
ing student researchers. The Mc-
Nair Program is primarily geared 

towards first generation, low-in-
come, minority students to assist 
them with undergraduate research 
experience for applying and at-
tending graduate school with 
the end goal of earning a Ph.D. 

The scope of presenters ranged 
from high school up-ward bound stu-
dents and OLLU McNair scholars to 
masters and doctoral students, each 
presenting on a plethora of subjects.

The Symposium committee, 
composed of the McNair staff and 
McGee, has worked tirelessly to 
provide an in-house opportunity, 
primarily for undergraduate, schol-
ars to extrapolate their research 
in either oral or poster format.

In a previous interview with 
the Lake Front, Cristal Lopez, the 
McNair assistant director, stated 
that the symposium “is to provide 
an academically rigorous experi-
ence so [the scholars] have stron-
ger applications when they ap-
ply to graduate school and the 
re-search symposium is one way 
for them to showcase their scholar-
ship and the work they’ve been do-
ing all summer long and all year.”

By: Ricky Saladna
Photo By: Ricky Saladna

Ricardo Martinez Ph.D. (1951- 2016) a professor  at OLLU who 
was greatly respected and appreciated by his students and col-
leagues died September 2, 2016. Although his personality spoke 
to many people, his actions made him shine more. As the chair-
person of the business program department he provided exper-
tise for The Center of Health Services, Morningside Ministries, 
founded Equilance in 2007, and contributed many more help-
ful services to the community. Though his time was well spent 
doing different community services, he happily spent the rest 
traveling, writing, and spending time with his spouse. He will 
be missed deeply by friends, family, and the OLLU community.

Courtesy Photo

Obituary

By: Amber Chavez
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Athlete of the Month

By:Maia Elena Cruz
Brooke Cousins leads the OLLU 

women’s soccer team with seven 
goals this season. She has recorded 
24 shots, 14 on goal for a shooting 
percentage of .583. Cousins ranks 
14th in the NAIA in total goals (7), 
21st in total points (14), 28th in 
goals per game (1.170) and 38th

in points per game (2.33). In the Red 
River Athletic Conference, she had the 
second most goals, second most points 
and second most shots. Cousins is a 
sophomore midfielder from Bulverde, 
Texas. She is a graduate of Smithson 
Valley High School and she is major-
ing in business marketing at OLLU.

This month’s featured athlete, 
Brooke Cousins, is making 
waves at Our Lady of The Lake 
University. The sophomore from 
Bulverde ranks among the best 
players in her field. We are proud 
to have her on our team. Go 

Saints! 

Courtesy of the OLLU Sports Information Office

More Than Just British Literature

Dr. Leah Larson, English 
department chair of Our Lady 
of the Lake Univer-sity, is the 
living pinnacle of practicing 
your passion for a profession. 
From teaching post-apoca-
lyptic literature to presenting 
research papers on fanfic-

tion and Japanese horror mov-
ies, Dr. Larson is walking 
the path of ‘work being your 
play.' This South Texas na-
tive spent her early childhood 
in the Bay area of Califor-nia 
where her third-grade teacher 
gave her her first survey of 
Japanese culture. “I can’t ex-
actly remember when I fell 
into it. Honestly, I think back 

when movie rental stores were 
a thing, I just kept looking for 
something new to try.” Obvi-
ously, she found much more 
than just a good movie night, she 
found fandoms. Larson teaches 
courses in dark romanticism, 
Gothic literature, Literature and 
the Earth, Post-Apocalyptic Lit-
erature, Social Issues in Victo-
rian Literature, and many more.  

She has also assisted as a consultant 
and reference for books such as Ency-
clopedia of the Zombie: The Walking 
Dead in Popular Culture and Myth and, 
coming soon, International Horror Film 
Direc-tors: Global Fear. Larson earned 
her Ph.D. in Medieval Literature from 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette, 
but before that she attended Southwestern 
University where she met John Schulze, 
her husband-to-be. “I lived across the hall 
from his girlfriend at the time, and every 
so often he would just come up and talk 
to me.” With a smile breaking across her 
face she continued, “After he and his girl-
friend broke up he would just keep talking 
to me and I was like ‘why are you talking 
to me?!’” Larson and Schulze have been 
together for over 30 years and have an ex-
ceptional son and fruitful life to show for it. 

Aside from being the department chair 
and an active scholar, researcher, and 
presenter at conferences, Larson enjoys 
world travel, gardening, and spending 
time with her feline children. When asked 
how she manages juggling all these ven-
tures, she says ballet and yoga are her 
stress relievers of choice.  In regards to 
entertainment of choice, Dr. Larson and 
her family have attended numerous the-
atrical plays both domestic and foreign.

 Naturally, such an accom-plished 
woman and scholar has re-ceived numer-
ous awards and honors over the years, 
her most prized being the Stell-Ball 
award and the Sara Flem-ing award. Dr. 
Larson was awarded the Sara Fleming 
award, Lake’s most prestigious award, in 
2014, but is particularly fond of the Stell-
Ball award she received in 2011becuase, 
instead of being chosen upon by a com-
mittee of faculty, she was awarded by 
students of OLLU. Currently, Dr. Larson 
will be taking a break from presenting 
to plan and lead a special course that 
will spend a week in London putting 
contemporary British prose into context 
and experience. Dr. Larson’s “Literature 
in London” course is just another way 
of uniting passion with profession, and 
this time, 20 lucky OLLU students get to 
experience it too.

By: Tatiana Johnson
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Christopher Robinson:Wings Up

 The Student Government Association (SGA) adresses 
student concerns. They represent the student body and help 
improve the university's well being. It can be said every-
one is automatically part of the association once becoming 
a student at Our Lady of the Lake University. Christopher 
Robinson is currently a senior studying public relations. He 
is originally from Natchitoches, Louisiana, and has begun 
his second term as the president of SGA. Robinson started 
his first semester as president a year ago— back in Spring 
2015, but he officially began his duty as president in the 
transition towards the summer. The reason for him stepping 
up to become president was to give a better experience for 
him and others coming into OLLU. Robinson said he want-
ed to transfer to another university for multiple reasons. 

“I was a super crazy football fanatic,” Robinson said. 
He enjoyed university-scale pep rallies, which OLLU 
did not have. It was then he came to a decision that in-
stead of leaving, he wanted to ensure more spirit was 
built and to build better memories as well as experi-
ences for faculty, staff, students, and himself included.

“I didn't really know what I was doing,” Rob-
inson said about when he began his term. He was 
not certain of the student congress meetings and 
what his position entailed. By putting his time into 
SGA, he said it has become more manageable. 

“I can do things more quickly and more efficiently,” 
Robinson said in regards to his second term due to the 
experience he has gained. Robinson noticed big changes 
within himself since he has been associated with SGA. 
Before he was not active within his university, save for 
his fraternity—Sigma Theta Epsilon. He found himself 
not going to events and being dormant. From spending 
a lot in tuition, he chose to help give he and others a bet-
ter experience. Robinson evolved his mindset by wak-
ing up everyday and asking himself, “What am I going 
to do today? How am I going to make history? How 
am I going to make a change? How am I going to make 
things better?” Robinson wants to improve his environ-
ment and hopes things to turn out the best way possible.

 One thing Robinson did that changed OLLU life 
was the hand signal, Wing’s Up. Through its entirety, 
many people were involved in the creation of our now 
known symbol. Robinson said he and Cooper Rendon, 
and Taylor Lauer created the symbol Wing’s Up. This 
was before Robinson had become SGA president and 
when he was working in admissions The three of them 
were huge fans of mascots, hand signs, and pep ral-
lies; they enjoyed the traditions of high-school sports 
and their spirit. Robinson told them he was running for 
president and would like to come up with something 
for the university to have. Lauer, a previous student 
at Our Lady of the Lake, was the individual to put her 
hands together and began the concept of the hand sign. 

“We had already been armadillos, ducks and ev-
erything else,” Robinson said. He wanted to incor-
porate the university into the hand sign. The hand 
sign then was able to demonstrate the university’s 
core values on one hand and the individual’s val-
ues on the other hand. For the hand sign to become 
a OLLU symbol, “You have to have the approval 
of the students, alumni, and as well as the CDPs.”

Robinson hopes, Wing’s Up will last and stay successful. 
Robinson was sure Wing’s Up was what he wanted for Our 
Lady of the Lake University after presenting the idea to 
faculty and his supervisor, Catherine Fragoso. She tasked 
Robinson and himself to design a power point to showcase 
what they wanted from Wing’s Up. There was a meeting 
set up that had people from marketing and communication, 
coaches, teachers, and even department heads. Positive feed-
back was given from the presentation. The actual phrase, 
“Wing’s Up,” was coined by Coach Minner who had at-
tended the meeting. Throughout the meeting, the students 
and Robinson would say, “Show your wings; Here’s your 
wings!” Minner liked the idea and said he could help do one 
better, he stood up and said the famous phrase, Wing’s Up.
  Robinson was sure Wing's Up was what he wanted for 
Our Lady of the Lake University after presenting the idea 
to faculty and his supervisor, Catherine Fragoso. She tasked 
Robinson and himself to design a power point to showcase 
what they wanted from Wing's Up. There was a meeting 
set up that had people from marketing and communication, 
coaches, teachers, and even department heads. Positive feed-
back was given from the presentation. The actual phrase, 
“Wing's Up,” was coined by Coach Minner who had at-
tended the meeting. Throughout the meeting, the students 
and Robinson would say, “Show your wings; Here's your 
wings!” Minner liked the idea and said he could help do one 
better, he stood up and said the famous phrase, Wing's Up.

 The design of Wing's Up had seen its changes as well. 
Robinson and Fragoso went back and forth with possible 
drafts. “The first design looked as if it was wings down.
Another looked like it had flamingo wings. The first im-
age I made was from Microsoft Word,” Robinson said.

“  Knowing the success of Wing's Up is so great. It is 
the best feeling in the world,” Robinson said. Students 
on campus are continuing to sport Wing's Up t-shirts and 
now the bookstore is officially selling Wing's Up mer-
chandise. Pictures of students and faculty are stream-
ing social media with them throwing the OLLU hand sign. 

“It makes me know that the university listens to their 
students, “ Robinson said. Wing's Up success has quickly 
escalated and has reached the other campuses of OLLU.

 Robinson said he came back for his second term be-
cause he felt he had not finished during his first one. “I felt 
I had a year left. What else would I be doing right now?” 
Robinson said the hardest part about coming back is com-
peting with the him from last year. “What is the next big 
thing? What is the next Wing's Up?” He is always look-
ing to enhance the experience of OLLU and he is happy to 
come back to the best part of his presidency—his team.

“I actually graduate in May,” Robinson said. He does 
not see himself having a third term of presidency. “I 
can't do it. I would have to stay another year and the 
way my financial aid is set up—I wouldn't be able to.”  

The Journey of Lupe Hernandez Jr.
Last May our beloved seniors graduated, 

one of whom was Lupe Hernandez. You may 
have heard of him from many different sourc-
es due to how involved he was at Our Lady 
of the Lake. House president of Act 24, mem-
ber of Lambda Pi Eta, writing coach were just 
a few of his activites. Lupe had been apart of 
the Lake Front family for quite some time. 

He was employed in the past with the Lake 
Front as the Marketing Manager while con-
tinually working with Lake Front Live. Lupe 
had an internship with DO210 at The Current 
office where he exceled at bringing fun events 
and places across San Antonio to their readers. 

Hernandez is a co-creator of Wizard Lounge 
Studios which he and his partners have dedi-
cated to the study of film, music and poetry. 

Wizard Lounge Studios which has been on hia-
tus is nearing their return with a new big project 
says, Hernandez. "Its a documentary but I can't 
share more." Knowing the amazing quality of 
Wizard Lounge Studios last documentary over 
Corrigan Moran, theres no doubt it will be great.

Videos from Wizard Lounge Studios can be found 
on Lupe’s Youtube channel: Guadalupe Her-
nandez, or at wizardloungestudios.tumblr.com. 

After graduation Hernandez spent  some time 
traveling around Texas crashing at friends places 
until he left for New Orleans. Around that time he 
got a call from another former OLLU alum Mar-
tin Hanson about a job opportunity at Red Mc-
Combs Toyota. Hernandez is now the Social Me-
dia Manager and Marketing Coordinator for Red 
McCombs Toyota and Red McCombs Hyundai.

 He's flourishing in his new job and even 
plays on the companies soccer team. Her-
nandez admits,"Adult life can seem hard but 
having the degree makes all the differnce".
Hernandez's smiling face and positive attitude 
influenced every single person he interacted 
with here at OLLU, theres no doubt he brings the 
same light to his co-workers at Red McCombs.

Lupe left OLLU students a piece of 
advice on how to achieve success: 

“Make sure to cherish the time in between your journey. The reward of achiev-
ing a goal is great but the journey in between is the best part. Those are the 
memories with friends and family. The late nights, goofy handshakes, the 
parties, the festivals and spontaneous trips are the moments that will last.”
“Also, do not limit yourself on what you can achieve. If you think you can do 
something, then try. There may be some hurdles but do not let obstacles hold 
you back. The experience helps us grow and become who we are as a person. 
So yes, make that goal! But cherish the journey it took to reach that goal.”

Photos provided by: Lupe HernandezBy: Angela Clark
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Beyond the Court Lines: 

Sal Castillo grew up being a baseball 
player in El Paso, Texas. At 14, Cas-
tillo discovered a new sport where, dif-
ferent from in team sports, he could 
be in control of his success or failure.

By: Bernardo Pegas

Meet the OLLU Tennis Coach

Different from most success-ful 
players who meet tennis in a very 
young age, Castillo began his ten-
nis activities at a relatively old age. 

As a sophomore in high school Cas-
tillo could barely make the team. He 
used his disadvantages as fuel to be-
come a better player. Hungry for im-
provement, Castillo accomplished 
some amazing things as a tennis player. 

He achieved top of the world in the se-
nior’s tour. He was ranked No. 1 in the 
world by Internation-al Tennis Federation 
in the 45’s and older, and 50’s and older 
sin-gles. He was two-time ITF World 
Champion in Men's 45 and older doubles. 

During his career he earned more than 50 
(and counting) na-tional and international 
champi-onships in singles and doubles. 

Castillo made history as the  only 
player in U.S. Tennis Association his-
tory to win four national doubles titles 
with four different partners on four 
different surfaces in the same year. 

When asked about how he felt about 
these accomplish-ments, he replied: 
“My mother did not know until I got 
into the Sports Hall of Fame in El Paso, 
Texas. I don't think it is something that 
makes me who I am. It is something 
I did. Not a big deal. I rarely men-
tion it unless asked what I have done.”

Castillo commented that what he 
likes the most about being a competi-
tive tennis player is traveling around 
the world and playing the best player

Although Castillo did and still 
does much in the world of ten-
nis, his accomplishments are not 
limited by the tennis court lines. 

The OLLU coach has an entre-
preneurial spirit. At the age of 8, 
he already had his own business.

“I sold TV Guide, door to door. 
I had 10 customers,” says Castillo. 

In addition to that, he wrote a 10-epi-
sode screenplay for a television series 

“I write because it makes me think 
of hypothetical situ-ations. It is impor-
tant to exer-cise your brain. Lots of 
people can read, just like lots of people 
can play music. It is a different abil-
ity to write,” commented Castillo. 

Player, writer and entre-preneur, Cas-
tillo is currently developing a ground-
break-ing software. The software will 
enable people to send an alert to fam-
ily, friends, or first responders in the 
event of a safety or health emergency. 

It does this automatically when you are 
wearing a heart monitor. It’s a cloud-based 
technology using biometric sensors, and 
he stated that there is an extremely high-
tech team assisting the process. They 
are expecting to commercialize in 2017.

Castillo began developing the 
software after a friend of his suf-
fered a near-fatal heart attack. 

“My best friend in high school was 
killed by a gunman when he tried to stop 
a man from robbing a restaurant. This 
software will send alerts to anyone you 
choose that might come to your aid in 
such situations. We can't expect po-lice 
to assist so it is important to have friends 
nearby if you need help,” added Castillo. 

Regardless of his entrepre-neurial 
activities Castillo wanted to be a 
coach, ever since he was in college.
“I always thought it was a great way to go 
to college so I want players to have a bet-
ter coach than I had,” commented Castillo. 

Even though he coached privately at 
professional level for four years and also 
coached three college all-Americans, at 
OLLU, Castillo seems to have found a 
place that fits his personality and lifestyle.

The coach is excited about the idea 
that he would be work-ing with players 
who would  want to go to school first 
and play tennis second. Castillo stat-ed 
“If you are here, you are not that good. 
Understand that ev-ery player is just as 
important as the other […] be the best 
you can be […]be humble and deliver.” 

From making history in the world 
of tennis to developing a software that 
can save lives, Castillo has found dif-
ferent ways to be successful in life. 
“I do ev-erything the best that I can. 
As with tennis, I enjoy doing it. I think 
you should enjoy life and if you make 
a difference then, that is exciting.”

Photos   provided by: OLLU Sports 
Information Office

“Understand that every player is 
just as important as the other”

- Sal Castillo, OLLU Tennis Coach

  For many students, eating at the cafeteria was not 
necessarily something to look forward to. This year, 
howev The change comes as no surprise. Constant 
complaints from students to the administration last 
year, coupled with negative health department scores, 
led the university to make big changes. This proved 
beneficial to Chef Blankenship, as he was able to come 
in and work with a clean slate. “Basically, when they 
hired me,” he said, “they told me anything that has to 
do with food service, you are in charge of, and you do 
what you want;make it your own.”  “When you hear the 
boss say ‘make it your own’ that was very encouraging 
for me, to have that kind of freedom, I love it and I take 
that responsibility very seriously,” said Blankenship.

.the, new OLLU Food Service Director and Head Chef 
Justin Blankenship plans to change that. “I came in, 
after listening to what students had to say, and totally 
transformed the menu.” And when he says transform 
the menu, he means it. “We came up with a 92-page 
menu that will be on a 42-day-rotation,” said Blan-
kenship. Gone are the days of boring repetitive menu 
choices. Now students will have the option to choose 
from a vast array of menu items, including healthier 
choices catering to the pickiest eaters, even vegetarians. 

It is clear from the start that Blankenship is a chef 
first, manager second. And that passion to provide 
the best service and food is what drives him. “What 
keeps me going, you know, when I look out into the 
cafeteria, I like seeing plenty of people, really enjoy-
ing the products we created for them very carefully, 
I take great pride in that. The Blue Nation spends a 
great deal of money here and we want them to feel 
good about it, I don’t take that lightly I take it very 
seriously, we are not the only option for students.”

He’s right, there are plenty of places to eat nearby, 
but with his new menu, chef Blankenship is hoping 
students will have no need to go anywhere else to eat. 

“If we are going to transform this dining fa-
cility, service and quality are the two things that 
need to come first. Giving students outstand-
ing service coupled with great food is our goal.” 

Having traveled the world, chef Blankenship is 
planning to introduce an exotic menu item from dif-
ferent countries like Asia or Jamaica, all made fresh 
in-house every day. This is just another way, as he 
told the Lake Front, he plans to make the menu “fun” 
and not boring for students. “Our ‘stir it up’ menu is 
something we brought in and is pretty popular, we had

Having traveled the world, chef Blankenship is 
planning to introduce an exotic menu item from dif-
ferent countries like Asia or Jamaica, all made fresh 
in-house every day. This is just another way, as he 
told the Lake Front, he plans to make the menu “fun” 
and not boring for students. “Our ‘stir it up’ menu is 
something we brought in and is pretty popular, we had

The chef genuinely wants to hear students out, 
partly because he was a student himself.  While 
studying in New York, he put himself through col-
lege by doing exactly what he loves. “I had my 
own food truck in New York, and that’s pretty 
much how I put myself through school.” This is 
why he says it is important to him to make sure he 
is listening to what the Blue Nation is telling him. 

“Being a chef by trade, I pride myself on food, I pride 
myself on service, and one of the things that I wanted to 
improve on here was our interaction with the Blue Na-
tion, I wanted to make it a place where people walk in a 
they go ‘wow’;I feel this place is a very special place and 
has a unique brand, I want to tap into that, capture it.” 

One thing the chef points out is the incredible re-
sponse he has received from his staff, and the wel-
come he has received from the university. “I’m very 
fortunate, I’m blessed to have such a terrific team 
of talented individuals that surround me and I can 
bounce my crazy ideas off,” he said, “and the wel-
come I have received from all the staff, the athlet-
ics department in particular, has been amazing.”  

 When asked about his hopes for future endeavors, 
Blankenship tells The Lake Front he wished to think out-
side the box when it comes to feeding the Blue Nation.  
 Putting together a good ‘ol Texas barbecue proved 
to be one of his most successful ventures thus far. 
“The Texas barbecue event we held was big. We 
had Monster Energy drinks out here and they set up 
shop right next to us, they gave out free samples to 
students and we grilled brisket, sausage, beans and 
potato salad, it was a hit both with students, and 
staff. I mean, we sold out of 300 pounds of bris-
ket in less than an hour.” With this kind of turn out, 
it’s clear the OLLU community has welcomed 
Blankenship with open arms and empty stomachs.

By:Maria Elena Cruz
Coutesy  photo

Fine Dining

New Area Code in San 
Antonio

Early this April, during an AACOG 
(Alamo Area Council of Government) 
meeting, the idea of creating addi-
tional phone code for the San Antonio 
Area was discussed. The reason this 
idea popped up is because Public Util-
ity Commission of Texas (PUCT) proj-
ect that by 2018 there will be a need 
for a new area code in San Antonio.

Under the proposal, residents who 
already have the 210 number will be al-
lowed to keep their phone number. How-
ever, any new phone lines starting in 
2018 will be assigning a new area code. 

The North American Numbering Plan 
Administration is the one who are going to 
assign the phone codes. The, Public Utility 
Commission of Texas wants to assure the 
public that this change will not be a mas-
sive one.This is not the first time that San 
Antonio made a major shift in area codes. 

In the early 1990s, San Antonio split 
away from the 512 number. However, 
due to a number of people using the 210 
number in San Antonio the num-ber has 
become exhausted, despite its small pe-
rimeter compared to other area codes 
in Texas. Instead of just using the sur

-rounding 830 number, the Public Util-
ity Commission of Texas has decided 
to propose the idea of a new area code. 
There is a need for a new area codes 
because cell phones, fax machines, mo-
dems, alarm systems, and pagers are all 
creating an increasing demand for new 
area codesWhile there is no official num-
ber assigned at the moment there will be .

more discussion to go over the details 
of how it's going to be done.   AACOG 
encourages citizens to come to the meet-
ings and voice their con-cern.  To reg-
ister or to find about more events deal-
ing with San Antonio gov-ernment, 
citizens can go on the aacog. com for 
more information on different events.

By:Chloe Brown
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CHILI QUEENS COOK-OFF

For 10 years, the Bon-
ham Exchange has hosted 
the Chili Queen's Cookout 
to pro-vide a fun and com-
petitive experience for fi-
esta goers to try their hand 
at a chili cook off. Having 
a new and queer take on 
the traditional chili cook 
off, the word ‘Queen’ has 
been extended to include

women and men in drag. An-
other component of the chili 
cook off is the Tackiest of the 
Tacky contest. People gather at 
the cook-off to show off their 
wackiest drag and fun-niest 
costumes, culminat-ing in the 
crowning of Miss Whoochie, 
formerly the Tackiest Queen. 

Proceeds go to the San Anto-
nio AIDS Foundation Kitchen.

Story and Photos By: Ricky Saladna 

FIESTA FIESTA!
Story and Photos by: 

Pauline Fields 

“Fiesta FIesta!” is the offical 
kick off event of Fiesta. The event 
consisted of “Pin Pande-monium”, 
where event goers could buy or 
trade Fiesta Medals, see a grand fire-
work display at the Alamo. It was a 
great family-friendly start to Fiesta.   

NIOSA
By: Pauline Fields

NIOSA stands for Night In 
Old San Antonio. This Fi-
esta event lasts one whole 
week and the best night to 
go is Thursday, known as 
NIOSCollege Night. A is 
a great experience as it ex-
poses the public of the differ-
ent cultures in San Antonio.

Photo by: Ramses 
Tejeda

FLAMBEAU 
PARADE 

Story and Photos by: 
Pauline Fields

OLLU participated in the Fiesta 
Flambeau Parade, aka the night pa-
rade. The cheer squad and other 
OLLU student walked by the float, 
and Mr. and Mrs. OLLU were located 
on the float. The float won second 
place in the community category. 


