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By Chan’Cellore Makanjuola
January 20, 2017 marked the end of an era under
Barack Obama and brought in a new, bolder presence to
the White House. The inauguration was a moment that solidified Donald J. Trump, reality TV star and billionaire
business mogul, as the 45th President of the United States.
For staunch Trump supporters, eight years under Obama
were finally behind them and a new beginning with Trump
was ahead. At 70-years-old, Trump is the oldest president—previously it was Reagan—and the first billionaire
elected into office.
While some consider him to be a bigot and out of touch
with some Americans, his ability to connect with his
largely conservative base on nearly every media platform,
gave him widespread attention and a path to the Oval Office. However, there is opposition. Along with his trademark “Make America Great Again” slogan, another chant
is ringing loud in the streets— “Not My President.”
The opposition is wide. It consists of a diverse group
of women, millennials, African Americans, Muslims,
immigrants, Latinos, Democrats, some Republicans and
people across the globe who Trump has either offended
or downright insulted. Of course, not everyone in these
groups opposes Trump; but it is hard to ignore the shouts
and protests from those who do. The day after the inauguration, hundreds of thousands of people marched in cities
across the U.S. (with more than a 500 thousand in Washington D.C. alone) to advocate for women’s rights and
human civil rights in general. Many demonstrators held
signs expressing their disapproval of Trump’s vulgar remarks about women. Throughout the world, men, women
and children held up “Build bridges not walls” banners
and signs.
Trump’s most recent controversial action, an executive
order banning people in seven Muslim-majority nations
from entering the U.S., has sparked new protests across
America and the world. Thousands of people, including
immigrants and civilians, gathered at major U.S. airports
to share their outrage over the ban and demand release of

those who were detained in airports across the country. Trump first proposed the
ban in a 2015 statement calling for the “complete shutdown of Muslims entering
the United States.”
Although Isis clearly poses a real threat, banning Muslims from certain regions
will not prevent attacks on our country. Homegrown terror is also a threat and no
weapon, or any amount of military force, can kill what enters the minds of individuals who are determined to harm innocent people.
Given his string of controversial executive orders within the first week of taking over the White House, Trump’s decisions are causing a further rift between
his supporters and his opposition. Only history will tell what the effects of the
Trump presidency will have on the country. In a nation already divided, Trump’s
administration seems to do little to bridge the ever-expanding cultural and social
economic gap.
Overall, whether people like him or not, we should accept the fact that Donald
Trump is our nation’s president. However, it is the duty of citizens of this nation to
make sure the government hears our voices if we feel our rights are being violated,
especially if controversial decisions prove to be more harmful to our country than
good.
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EDITORIAL & Opinion

Pride Marches Look To Bring
Awareness To LGBT Struggles

Following the heels of the successful Women’s
March is the upcoming National Pride March. This
march is set for June 11, just in time for Capital Pride’s
weekend events. The march is a much-needed display
of solidarity in the LGBT community.
The recent administration has been filled with antiLGBT sentiment, and although the fight for same-sex
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marriage and push for hate crime legislation continues; many feel there is still lack of protection for the
LGBT community on the federal level. This is evident
in the immediate absence of references to the LGBT
community and its rights on WhiteHouse.gov sites.
There is concern whether the White House Office of
National AIDS policy has been closed, and if so, the
danger that action may pose for the LGBT community.
In addition, Trump signed the First Amendment Defense Act into law which would allow for religiousbased discrimination against LGBT citizens, an action
that Attorney General Jeff Sessions defended.
The Facebook event page titled National Pride
March invites those who cannot attend the march to
work within their communities, demonstrating solidarity and unity in bringing awareness to challenges
facing the LGBT community today. The page urges
people to bring attention to the cause and showcase
the widespread number of LGBT individuals across
the country who stand for equality. These marches and
demonstrations all stem from citizens who oppose the
anti-LGBT agenda that seems to be mounting in the

Trump administration.
For those looking to be involved in Pride events close to
home, Austin Pride will be hosting a myriad of events such
as Stone Wall Celebration, WERK Fashion Show, Pride
Festival and Pride Parade. Austin Pride also plans a Texas
Pride March at the Texas State Capitol. The organization in
Austin also accepts donations and looks for volunteers for
their events supporting several non-profit causes including
Planned Parenthood, Austin Humane Society, The Trevor
Project and Hospice Austin.
For more information about Austin Pride and the LGBT
March on Washington, visit AustinPride.org and National
Pride March on Facebook.
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Campus Police Offer Survival Training
Amid Rising Shooting Incidents
By Denise Coronel
Only three weeks into 2017, four malls
in San Antonio—The Shops at La Cantera, Rolling Oaks Mall, South Park Mall,
and Ingram Park Mall—had incidents
involving active shooters. However, according to OLLU Lieutenant Dena Elliot,
malls are not the only ones that should be
concerned about these attacks. Students
should be aware of crime in their communities, and do everything they can to
avoid becoming victims themselves. “I
see the students walking to class with
headphones on, as well as staring down
onto the screens of their phones. It is their
choice to make, but they are unaware of
their surroundings and it leaves them vulnerable” said Lieutenant Elliot.
Because of these recent mall attacks
and other incidents involving guns around

campus, campus police hosted a training
session to provide information on dealing with an active shooter situation. This
event took place on January 26, 2017, in
the OLLU Library Community Room.
According to Elliot the event was open
for everyone, faculty, students and staff.
Elliot, accompanied by another OLLU
officer, gave a PowerPoint presentation
explaining how to stay safe and alive in
this type of situation. Some of their points
focused on buildings, windows, and entrances and exits. The most important
point in the presentation, said Elliot, is
that students should remain vigilant and
alert. “Be aware of your surroundings,”
said Elliot, “and know all of the buildings
on your campus.”
Elliot urges students to pay attention
to their emails about events like this. “It

is better to be prepared and have nothing
happen than to not be prepared and have
something happen,” she said.
Campus police are on call 24/7 keeping the campus secure. Students are welcome to contact them or visit their office
if they have any questions about safety
or would like to report an incident. They
also have threat assessments that will help
students, faculty, and staff know what to
do if something like this ever takes place.
OLLU Police Department
Phone Numbers
Emergency: 210-433-0911
Non- Emergency: 210-431-4022
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Sisters Protest The Death Penalty

The Sisters of Divine Providence have staged a silent vigil in protest of hundreds of executions since the death
penalty was re-introduced in the mid 70's.

By Maria Elena Cruz

The evening of January 26, 2017, the Sisters of Divine Providence found themselves doing what they
always do when an execution is about to take place praying, reflecting on how precious life is. Earlier that
same day, 43-year-old Terry Edwards was enjoying a
rare home-cooked meal—Salisbury steak, macaroni
and cheese, mixed vegetables, mixed greens, pinto
beans, corn bread and tea. For Edwards, who is accused of being involved in a double murder, this meal
would be his last.
Edwards was scheduled to die that Thursday. More
than a decade ago, a jury had found him guilty of
capital murder and sentenced him to death. After a
string of appeals, the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals affirmed the conviction and death sentence in
March 2006. On January 26, there were no more appeals left, no more delays or bids sent to state and
federal courts. Edwards was set to die in the state’s
death row chamber in Huntsville. He was executed
that evening shortly after 10 p.m. There is nothing
particularly remarkable about Edwards’ story. He was
black. He committed a crime which the state decided
he should pay for with his life.
The fact Edwards was black is an important point.
According to the Texas Department of Corrections
statistics page on death row inmates, black men are
disproportionately executed more often than any
other race. So while Edwards was the first black man
executed this year, he is certainly not the last. Texas
has five more inmates scheduled to die in the months
ahead, making it the state with the most executions,
accounting for more than one-third of all executions
in the U.S. and rarely granting clemency.
This fact, however, has never deterred the Sisters
of Divine Providence from staging a silent vigil for
every single scheduled execution. The sisters have

been protesting the death penalty since the death sentence was brought back by the Supreme Court in the
70’s, and there have been over a thousand nationwide.
“We always live with hope and we always live with
a tremendous faith in Providence,” said Sister Gloria
Ann Fielder. “What we are doing is one little act of
protest, a visible presence that lets the public know we
stand firmly against the death penalty,” she said.
The sisters have not been ashamed to voice their
disapproval of the death penalty. “We silently protest
but we also send representatives to the state capitol,
lobbying legislators and petitioning for the abolishment of the death penalty,” said Fielder. “People feel
strongly about it wither way, but we want to say that
every life is precious to God,” she said.
They are well aware of the quandary the penalty has
caused politicians and judges alike. The death penalty
has been a thorn in the side of the courts since its inception. Judges seem split on its constitutionality, citing disparities in race and region, with southern states
executing far more than their northern neighbors. In
an unofficial statement, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
noted that “…the executions that took place tended to
be concentrated in certain counties in certain states. So
the idea that luck of the draw, if you happened to commit a crime in one county in Louisiana, the chances
that you would get the death penalty are very high. On
the other hand, if you commit the same deed in Minnesota, the chances that you would get the death penalty
are almost nil. So that was another one of the considerations that had become clear as the years went on.”
Opponents of the death penalty point to these obvious inconsistencies, arguing that the death penalty
is not fair, with inmates on the lower socioeconomic
spectrum fairing far worse than their affluent counterparts. They cite lack of competent representation and

financial resources are often the reason some inmates land on
death row. Speaking at the University of the District of Columbia, Ginsberg pointed out that “…questions have arisen
about the people who are well represented at trial, they do not
get the death penalty ... I have yet to see a death case among
the dozens coming to the Supreme Court on eve-of-execution
stay applications in which the defendant was well represented
at trial.”
It is hard to look at numbers and statistics and really put it
into perspective. When it comes to the death penalty, one can
only hope there is someone, somewhere, keeping an eye on
such facts, ready to step in at the slightest indication of a moral injustice. Yet, while study after study concludes there are
clear and present disparities in who gets sentenced to death,
courts have yet to take steps in fixing the problem.
The American Death Penalty Information Center likens the
link between race and execution to the link between smoking
and developing coronary heart disease. The site presents the
following example:
“The significance of the racial disparity is highlighted by comparing it to a smoker’s increased odds of dying
from coronary artery disease. A pivotal study found their
odds of dying were approximately 1.7 times higher than for
non-smokers, a factor smaller than that linking race and the
death penalty. Such statistical evidence about the dangers of
smoking led the Surgeon General to conclude that “cigarette
smoking is a cause of coronary heart disease, which, in turn,
helped trigger legislation and significant reform. Yet the correlation between race and the death penalty is much stronger
and has been met with virtual silence.” —Death Penalty Information Center
Meanwhile at Our Lady of the Lake, the sisters continue
to pray, marching defiantly, silently objecting the underlying
injustice of the death penalty.
When asked if she ever felt they are fighting a losing battle,
Fielder is quick to respond. “For us, the mission is clear,” she
said. “We want bring awareness to this issue. We may not
save them from death, but we pray for their souls, we place
their names at the foot of the alter and are reminded throughout the day of this person, God’s child, who will die as a result of an unjust law,” said Fielder. “We cannot imagine what
that poor soul was thinking as he sat on death row, awaiting
to die,” she added.
What we do know is that Edwards fought hard to stay
alive—his lawyers successfully obtaining a short stay, citing
he was not the one who pulled the trigger. However, Texas
law allows for a participant in a capital murder to be found
guilty and receive the death penalty, even if he or she was not
the one who inflicted the fatal injury.
When asked if he had a final statement, Edwards replied,
“I’m at peace with God. I hope y’all find peace with this.”
The lethal injection was then started. He was pronounced
dead at 10:17 p.m.

Continued on page 5
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Sisters of Divine Providence hold a silent vigil at Our Lady of the Lake
Convent protesting an end to violence and the death penalty.

Gender And Racial Statistics Of Death Row Offenders
Currently there are 241 inmates on death row awaiting
execution. All dates and Inmate information were obtained by
the Texas Execution Information Center.

Sisters of Divine Providence
Photos by Maria Elena Cruz

By Alexis Medrano
Students at OLLU saw first-hand what
being a leader really means during the first
ever HALO Summit event hosted by the
Saints Productions Board.
The summit was aimed at building up
leadership within individuals on campus.
According to SPB’s Leadership’s Initiative
Coordinator, Oscar Bustamante, the event
is meant to encourage student leaders to
do all they can and take the opportunity to
learn from other leaders.
Bustamante said the HALO summit is
kind of like the RSO leadership conference
for organizations, but focused on building

First HALO Summit Builds Leaders
leadership skills for the individual person
instead of the overall organization.
The event brought in speakers to teach
students the characteristics of a leader,
and had students think about what kind of
leader they would want to be.
This year’s event started with the opening speaker, Dr. Williams, dean of student
success. “Afterwards,” said Bustamante,
“there were three breakout sessions students could choose from. One was facilitated with Friar Bryan, his session was
leadership by God, using faith and how it
helps you grow. The second session was

by Noel Pompa, and it was a low rope
course which are fun activities that help
you in a bigger way than you thought possible.”
The last session was facilitated by John
T. Jacobs, who was the keynote speaker.
His session was about using you own
morals and values to become what you
want to be.
Bustamante hopes that with the tools
provided to them during this summit, students will gain confidence in themselves
and take the risks necessary in becoming
good leaders. This sentiment aligns itself

with the university’s mission of encouraging students to be effective leaders and
better serve their communities.
“The whole theme of the summit was
‘Mission I’m possible,’ said Bustamante,
“and [making sure] students know that
they can believe in themselves, and that
it’s OK to take risks.”
For more information on upcoming
leadership events, contact the Saints Productions Board or SGA.
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Favorite Books Of 2016

By Pauline Fields
After reviewing a couple of books from 2016, I permantently added three of them to my bookshelf. The three
books I chose were full of adventure, love, comedy and an
unusual element that made them special and fun to read.
To make a comparison to books, I’m using a method of
comparison to a drink. And because all three of these are
my favorites, I chose one of my favorite drinks to go with
them- Breakfast Blend, Green Mountain Coffee.

“Inheritance” by Christopher Paolini

“Inheritance” by Christopher Paolini tops the list. First,
I have to point out the book is nothing like the movie
Eragon, which is based on the book. If you’ve never heard
of the movie, it’s because it was so bad. So don’t let the
terrible movie cloud your judgment, it’s literally nothing
like the book.
The book is the last of the epic “Inheritance Cycle.” I
hated when the series ended only because I loved it so
much. In the latest book, a boy and his dragon take on the
world, and with so many twists and turns, you actually
feel a part of the “Inheritance” universe. Although there
is a main character, the series allows you to explore other
characters and their stories, adding much depth to the plot.
I tried looking up Christopher Paolini’s information
to see if he is writing another book for the series, but it
doesn’t seem so. However, the author is currently working on a sci-fi series and while it’s a different genre, I’m
excited to see what other stories he has in store for us.
Overall, I gave this book a 10 out of 10 rating.

“Red Rising” by Pierce Brown

Second on my list is Red Rising by Pierce Brown. This
book was something totally unexpected for me. I had the
book a whole two years sitting on my shelf before I even
read it. Boy, was I missing out on some good reading (for
real tho). I would recommend this book to any “Harry Potter” or “Game of Thrones” fan. One of the main characters, a man named Darrow, goes through a pretty traumatic
experience and sets out to seek revenge. He decides to go
undercover to infiltrate his enemies, only to become one
of them.
I don’t want to give too much away on this one, so
you’ll just have to trust me when I say this book is great.
Giving away too much detail will uncover some of the
surprises. I’m willing to bet Hollywood will make a movie
out of it soon, which will be so awesome!
As a final review though, I ended up giving this one a
9.5 out of 10 rating.

“Ready Player One” by Ernest Cline

Last, but not least, on my favorites list is “Ready Player
One” by Ernest Cline. This book is the perfect read for
gamers and book lovers alike. (I’m trying to get my gamer
boyfriend to read it.) Little Wade is an unfortunate soul
and lives in a slum without his parents. He lives a tough
life. Interestingly, the story takes place in the near future,
when everyone has their own virtual reality set. In this

near future, going to school involves hooking up to your
VR set to attend class “in person,” and going into chat
rooms that are customizable rooms with secluded access.
Wade lives in a world in which technology is a priority.
When a major tech creator dies, the world goes insane. To
make it even more crazy, the creator dies after concealing
a life-changing prize within his creation. The hunt for the
grand prize is on, and Wade is the first to find a clue for
it. This book has also been picked up by Hollywood so
expect to see it coming to a theatre near you soon.
Overall it’s such a cool book I gave it a 9 out of 10..
All in all, these books were the best 2017 had to offer.
While “Inheritance” and “Red Rising” are part of a series,
both are great books and each book is as good as the first
in its series.
If you’re looking for a series to get obsessed about, I
definitely recommend these two. “Ready Player One” isn’t
a series but Ernest Cline has written another book, Armada
and that one is definitely on my Book List for 2017.
To learn more about good reads follow my blog at
booksanddrinks.blog, or follow me on Instagram and
Facebook.
2017 is a new year and hopefully it will bring some new
favorite books!

Photo Provided by Pauline Fields
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concert will be held Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. at
the Briscoe Western Art Museum located at 210 W. Market
Street.
Eva Ybarra, a local San Antonian is the undisputed Queen
of the Accordion. Ybarra will be showcasing the convergence of the two musical genres she grew up with, conjunto
and country western. The intimate performance is perfect
for a date night. Attendees will enjoy a close encounter with
Ybarra, a masterful musician with years of experience and
tons of talent. Seating is limited, so early arrival is strongly
recommended.
The Briscoe Western Art Museum, named in honor of the
late Texas Governor Dolph Briscoe, Jr. and his wife, Janey
Slaughter Briscoe. It aims at preserving and presenting the
art, history, and culture of the American West through engaging exhibitions, educational programs, and public events
reflective of the region’s rich traditions and shared heritage.
Located along the San Antonio River Walk, its campus is
inclusive of the restored historic 1930s former San Antonio
Public Library building, which now serves as the Museum
space with nine galleries on three levels; the three-story
Jack Guenther Pavilion used for event rentals and programs;
and the outdoor McNutt Sculpture Garden.
For more information about The Briscoe Western Art
Museum, visit their website at BriscoeMuseum.org, follow
them on Twitter @BriscoeMuseum or “Like” on Facebook
at Facebook.com/TheBriscoe. Their number is 210-2994499. Upcoming Sounds of the West programs:

Looking for something fun and inexpensive to do?
Head out to the Sounds of the West Series. The music series consists of two musical events and features traditional
conjunto music by renowned musician Eva Ybarra. The
series will feature conjunto music stemming from popular
standards of the past to the diverse melodic traditions of
our region today. The also series highlights the musical
arts of the American West in an intimate gallery setting.
Best of all, admission to each program is free. The music

The Texas Woman, Her Heritage in Song
Tuesday, March 21, 2017 | 6:30pm
Ruth Friedberg (pianist and lecturer) and Flicka Rahn (soprano) explore diverse
musical traditions—Native American, Spanish, Mexican,
Latino, French, German—
that showcase women in song from this region. Held in conjunction with National
Women’s History Month.

Entertainment That’s Easy
On Your Wallet
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Club Rush Brings The New And The Old
By Alexis Medrano
Every semester Our Lake of the Lake University’s
clubs and organizations come together to recruit new
members and highlight what makes each group special. Club Rush has a different theme every year, giving students the opportunity to showcase their organization creatively. This semester’s theme was “The
World Fair,” where students chose a country to represent their organization. This year’s Club Rush saw
many returning clubs, but there were a few notable
new ones as well.
The Social Justice Organization, an established
organization on campus, participated in Club Rush
recruiting new members and providing information
about their mission. This year they hope to engage
students in seeking social justice and make them aware
of the issues that need attention, not only in their own
communities, but around the world.
“The Social Justice Organization is about raising
awareness on different types of social justice issues
globally and locally,” said president Victoria Torres.
“We want to get involved in our community by attending different marches. We want to raise awareness
among our peers. to have different speakers and talk
about different issues on campus. We want to gather
together through social justice training and better ourselves and our community,” said Torres.
New to Club Rush were the Young Ladies of Distinction. This group of women aims to empower
young ladies, create networking opportunities and
build leadership skills.
“It’s a group that empowers women, [and] our
founders were founded here at Our Lady of the Lake.
We have a parenting organization which is Top Ladies of Distinction, and they help us with organization.
We get scholarships opportunities with the 100 Black
Men, which is another national organization. We are
not a sorority, we just try to empower women whether

it’s through church, work, or school,” said member
Jessica.
The Association of Black Students sought to update themselves this semester, seeking to increase
awareness of their mission and draw in new members.
“Back in 2007 the organization was established,
but [we have] revived it and are making it new and
improved. We’re hoping to bring black awareness to
the campus or just people of color in general,” said
member Hope Winningham.
VIA Metropolitan Transit was also present at Club
Rush to let students know about the many advantages
and discounts available to them.
“We have a Spring Semester pass; it’s $38 dollars.
It has unlimited rides. Just present your ID to the
driver with your sticker. Students would have to go
to one of our Park and Rides or the downtown offices
to receive the pass,” said Cindy Charles.
Club Rush would not be possible without Alicia
Abrego and her team. Abrego is the director of student organizations for SGA and works closely to
make events like these a success. Abrego wants students to be involved and know that they can create
a club themselves if they find the need or desire to
have one.
“There are so many ways to involve yourself
and be able to have a connection at OLLU, not just
through class or study groups, but through organizations. Also, [we want students to know] that if we
don’t have an organization that you feel a connection
with, I’m the person to go to. You can start one. Last
semester we had a freshman start Board Game Table
Club. He loved board games and his club wasn’t
around yet, so he created it. There is a place to call
home inside of OLLU and there are other people with
the same interest,” said Abrego.

OLLU’s Club Rush on Febuary 1st.
Photos taken by Lake Front Staff
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New VP Of Finance Changes Coming To Cafeteria

Students can expect to see lower prices at Starbucks.

By Alexis Medrano

By Alexis Medrano
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The Blue Nation welcomes a new vice president of finance,
Dr. Anthony Turrieta, to the OLLU community.
The new VP of finance is charged with planning the university’s finance and mapping it’s financial future.
Turrieta, having worked in New Mexico, is prepared for the
challenges that may lay ahead. “I have bachelor’s degrees in accounting and finance from New Mexico State University,” said
Turrieta, “and a master’s in educational administration from the
University of Texas at El Paso. I worked in public accounting
for about nine-and-a-half years, and in university finance for 14
years. Before I came to OLLU, I was at UTEP and served as
the director of financial reporting for seven years and the comptroller for 4. Finally, I am a Certified Public Accountant,” said.
Turrieta.
Like so many staff members at OLLU, Turrieta is passionate
about helping students and making the university grow.
“I want to contribute as much as possible to the university’s
mission of educating our students and preparing them for their
professional lives. I hope that when I leave OLLU, hopefully many years from now, I will have had major influence in
strengthening the university’s financial position,” he said.
While Turrieta has been here only five months, he’s already
impressed with the OLLU community and the kindness exhibited throughout campus.
“I have been extremely impressed with how warm everyone is
here, and how much pride students, faculty, and staff have in this
institution. It is wonderful to be in an environment where faith
is celebrated,” he said.
Turrieta is looking forward to serving the OLLU community
while he and his family assimilate into San Antonio’s rich culture, heritage and traditions.

The Cafeteria just announced some big changes,
and there are more to come. Starting February 13,
Sister Annie B’s cafeteria extended its hours until
9 p.m.
Currently the cafeteria is open until 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday, but through the collaboration of SGA and Selrico services, hours have been
extended so students can have more time to eat a
hot meal.
SGA’s president Chris Robinson is excited for
the change and hopes it helps students manage their
time.
“My hope is that athletes who have late practices
or workouts and students with night classes will
now be better accommodated. In a perfect world
everyone would eat dinner at 6 p.m. and be done
for the day, but students are constantly moving
and oftentimes a college schedule just doesn’t permit time. With the two-hour extension, I definitely
think this will be more convenient for our campus

community as a whole,” said Robinson.
Justin Blankenship, who oversees the cafeteria, is
just glad he was able to make it happen.
“I think it’s going to make a great impact. For the
longest time since I’ve been here, one of the things
that I have been asked is to extend our meal serving time. The social work students, athletes, people
who have classes that start at 6:30 p.m. don’t get out
till 8:30 p.m. The Student Government Association
shared their thoughts and feelings, one of the things
they shared was that people wanted to extend the
meal hours, and I asked people what they thought,
and they thought it would be great. It’s something
we get to do for Blue Nation and any time I get
an opportunity to positively impact Blue Nation
whether a celebration in the mall area, extending
meal service time; that’s what I’m going to do,” said
Blankenship.
Along with the stretched hours several prices
were lowered. Dasani 20 oz. water bottles will now
be sold at the C store, and they’ll be at Sister Annie
B’s café for $1.70. The Dasani liters will now cost
$2.75. The Starbucks prices have dropped as well,
- a big relief for caffeine junkies. “At the beginning
of the year Starbucks dramatically increased their
prices, said Blankenship. “We sat down with them
and [told them] we weren’t a franchise store, they
were trying to hike up the price…they stepped back
and they lowered the prices,” said Blankenship.
Blankenship says there will be many more
changes ahead, but he can’t talk about them right
now. In the meantime, students can expect to find
the doors open to the cafeteria long into the night,
and enjoy a warm meal served by our chefs with no
need to rush.
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OLLU’s Project QUEST Trains Vets In Cybersecurity
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By Chloe M. Brown
OLLU’s Project QUEST, in a partnership with
Rackspace, recently graduated a group of local veterans for jobs in cyber security. The collaboration
between Project QUEST and Rackspace was created
from a $50,000 grant from the City of San Antonio
and funds from the Department of Labor. The money
was used to start the cybersecurity job training program for local veterans. The recent grads expect to
start working almost immediately.
Project QUEST has been around for 25 years, providing training services to over 6,000 people. However, despite its importance in the community, there are
many people at OLLU that don’t know what QUEST
is. Anytime someone asks about it, “I think it’s in the
convent” is the typical answer.
However, QUEST is an amazing program. It provides critical support in the community with the resources to develop highly qualified employees for indemand occupations. Graduates go on to obtain good
jobs that offer a living wage, benefits and opportunities for a career path.

While QUEST is a local program started by newlyelected Mother Superior Pearl Ceasaer, it is a nationally recognized workforce. In the past years, QUEST
has had a history of successfully planning and implementing training programs for professional, highpaying jobs that enhance the economic competiveness of San Antonio. “Thanks to QUEST, more than
6,000 individuals are now competitive in the current
labor market. This has provided financial security to
13,000 San Antonio area residents. QUEST boasts an
80 percent completion rate and 86 percent job placement rate for its completers.” Ruby G. Siddle, the
project leader of QUEST, stated.
The program is available to U.S. citizens or legal
residents 18 years or older, with a high school diploma or GED. Prospective candidates should be prepared to train hard in an in-demand occupation and
committed to becoming employed.
QUEST offers training in cyber security, health services and mechanical training. Upon completing the
program, graduates will become certified and ready

to look for a job. QUEST helps people become employed in many Fortune 500 companies like USAA
and the Baptist Health System.
The cybersecurity program attracts many veterans, since they already possess pre-requisites such
as security clearances. QUEST also works with
USAA’s Vet FIT program, in which all of the candidates are veterans. “It is truly a privilege to be
able to help those who have served our country by
providing training, guidance, and resources to help
them return to the workforce.” Siddle stated.
QUEST has been continually helping out both
veterans and non-veterans alike with finding jobs.
According to The Cyber Texas Foundation, San
Antonio has the second largest cybersecurity industry in the country besides Washington D.C., which
makes it a perfect opportunity for San Antonio veterans to snatch up one of those jobs.
In the annual report from 2014-2015, QUEST
has increased the annual wage of their participants
by around $32 thousand, which is a 350 percent
increase in annual earnings. This means that participants have been placed into occupations with an
average hourly wage of $21.
The whole idea of QUEST is to help match skills
to participantss with emerging jobs in San Antonio,
and the program is very successful at doing just
that.
For more information, visit the Convent second
floor room 201, call (210) 630-4690 or visit their
website at www.questsa.org.

Couples Tie The Knot During 28-Year S.A. Tradition
By Lake Front Staff
The rain did not deter more than two dozen couples looking for a memorable
wedding Tuesday. Bexar county married couples for free this Valentine’s day
during the 28-year San Antonio tradition. The first ceremonies began after midnight on Tuesday. Couples wishing to tie the knot lined the outside of the Bexar
County Courthouse for hours before saying, “I do.”
According to the court’s website, this year’s multiple ceremonies were conducted by Bexar County Clerk Gerard Rickoff. The weddings were conducted
on the historic court’s north steps, facing Main Plaza, the last one held a little
after 4 p.m.
The Valentine’s Day tradition started in 1989 and has continued ever since.
Those looking to tie the knot next year should secure a marriage license at least
72 hours before the wedding. For more information on obtaining a marriage
license call the Bexar County Clerk’s office at 210-335-2223 or visit their website www.bexar.org.
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Athlete Of The Month
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By Lake Front Staff
Alyssa Ward
Last week, Alyssa averaged 21 points on 83.3 percent shooting and four steals per game in wins over Wiley College and Jarvis Christian College. Alyssa scored 15 points in the second half
against Wiley and 14 points in the first quarter against Jarvis Christian College. She leads the team in scoring at 15.5 points per game
and is No. 4 in the NAIA in total steals with 78. Alyssa is a senior
from Palmeto, Fla. out of Palmeto High School and is majoring in
computer information systems and security.

OLLU Remembers Robert Davis

By Lake Front Staff

Courtesy Photo

Here's a picture of who is celebrating the day of love, how
much money is being spent and how many pounds of chocolate
will be consumed! How do you measure up?

The OLLU family is saddened by the loss
of a great friend and colleague. Robert Davis
died Sunday, Feb. 12, 2017. Mr. Davis was
respected by his peers and loved by his students. No matter how busy he may have been,
Davis took the time to council his students,
helping them every step of the way to reach
their educational goals. Davis has been part
of the OLLU family for ten years. He will be
greatly missed.
A viewing will be held on Friday, Feb. 17
from 5-9 p.m. The funeral service will be on
Saturday at 10 a.m. The viewing and service
will take place at:
Mission Park Funeral Chapel, South
1700 S.E. Military Drive
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Students Continue To Win President’s Volunteer Service Award

Marta Diaz
By Alexis Medrano
Serving the community is an important value to the Our
of the Lake community, and the university prides itself
in having so many students give their time to better the
community. For two students in particular, service is a
way of life and is something that they hold very dear to
their heart.
Marta Diaz and Kelly Fernandez are among the list
of students who have received The President’s Volunteer
Service Award, but what makes this year so special is
that this is their third year winning the award.
“The President’s Volunteer Service Award is a White
House initiative earned by students who have completed
at least 100 hours of community service in a designated
12 months. The majority of these hours must come from
projects of major social significance or direct service to
a nonprofit organization. This National Service Award
includes a letter from the President of the United States,
a personalized Certificate of Achievement, and a President’s Volunteer Service Award medal,” said Christiana
Romero who is the promotions assistant at the Center for
Service of Learning and Volunteerism.
For the 2015-2016 academic school year, Diaz completed a total of 152 service hours while Fernandez completed a total of 109 hours. However, since becoming

OLLU students Diaz completed 414 service hours and
Fernandez completed more than 375 service hours in total. Several places they have volunteered at include
Boys and Girls Club of San Antonio, Guadalupe
Home, San Antonio Sports, American Indians of
Texas, Lions Eye Mobile, the Food Bank, St. Timothy's Church, Pets Alive and Basura Bash. But
these girls they do it not for the award, but to give
back to the community.
“Service means that I get the opportunity to be
able to change someone’s life for that moment,
day or week. In my mind any service big or small
will always have a great impact on those that truly
needed help,” said Fernandez.
Diaz feels the same way and believes it makes
a difference.
“It feels like the right thing to do. If I'm capable of helping a fellow citizen then I should,” said
Diaz.
Even though they are working hard to get the
job done, they always motive each other to do their
best.
“This past semester I have completed service
projects with Marta through the OLLU Lions Club.
Marta’s positive attitude encourages everyone to
help in any way possible. We strongly believe that
‘Where there is a need there is a Lion,’” said Fernandez.
Not only do these girls work together, but they
encourage other people to join them as well.
“We always invite friends to come out and join
us. We invite friends to bring friends and let the
ripple continue. It's a wonderful experience for the
students and for the community,” said Diaz.
By receiving the awards, Diaz and Fernandez
demonstrated that serving the community makes a
difference and showed how giving OLLU students
are.
“The purpose of the PVSA is to motivate Americans to reach out to their community and dedicate
their time into transforming our society into a more
stable environment. More specifically, this award
shines a spotlight into the university’s core values
of the Congregation of Divine Providence in continuing to serve those who are underserved,” said
Romero.
However both girls feel honored for the award,
and Diaz loves that she is able to show she is impacting her organizations in a positive way.
“It feels like an honor to be able to have something to show for all the hard work and dedication
that I give to organizations that I participate in,”
said Diaz.
Fernandez feels that she is making a difference
and will continue to do so.
“By receiving the President’s Volunteer Service
Award for the third time means a lot; that I have
made a difference in the community, and I will
continue to serve,” said Fernandez.

Kelly Fernandez

Marta and Kelly
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Sights From The Elemendorf Park Re-Opening held Jan. 21.
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