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Christmas is the time of year that allows 
people to come together and celebrate the true 
meaning of the holiday season. Families may 
be dysfunctional, but everyone loves to cel-
ebrate the holidays each in their own special 
way. Whether it’s with fireworks or with a 
turkey, traditions are a big part of the holiday 
season.   

While many people celebrate Christmas for 
religious reasons, OLLU student Aliah Ham-
oudeh chooses to focus on her family and cel-
ebrates the time they spend together enjoying 
a home cooked meal.

“Christmas for me isn’t religious because 
I’m Muslim,” said Hamoudeh, “but because 
my mother’s side is Catholic, we make sure 
we emphasize the importance of family more 
than that of religion.”

“Family and food are the most important 
things, if your family is like mine,” she said. 
“They enjoy eating a home cooked meal. The 
special part of Christmas is hands down, [the]
bringing together of the family, and being 
with the family we haven’t seen in a while,” 
said Hamoudeh.

Roberto Camero may live in the U.S., but 
his family originates from Mexico. His family 
finds a way to combine both cultures and have 
a fun time celebrating the holiday.

“We make tamales, a turkey, sides like 
rice, beans, corn, and mashed potatoes,” said 
Camero, “we [also] make our own special hot 
chocolate and eat pan dulce. We sing Christ-
mas carols but in Spanish, a popular one with 
the family is The Little Drummer Boy.”

Camero says that the holidays may seem 
disorganized, but that it’s all about having a 
good time.

“We have people going nuts, [but] it’s or-
ganized chaos. It’s awesome at the same time. 
That’s what makes it awesome being people 
in a Hispanic family, you never know what 
you’re going to get,” said Camero.

Camero believes that being family is what 
makes the holidays special and makes it all 
worth it.

“It can be stressful, but you bond because 
you learn stuff about your culture; you learn 
stuff about family. The spirit of Christmas is 
having people you love right next to you and 
knowing that there will be more to come,” said 
Camero.

OLLU junior Maria Elena Cruz and her 
family focus on a more traditional Puerto Ri-
can Christmas, and still feel the same warmth 
and familiarity.

“Family is important. It plays a major role in 
Christmas traditions for my family,” said Cruz. 

Most Wonderful Time Of The Year To Spend 
With Family

“Without family, there would be no Christmas. 
Food also plays a major part in celebrating the 
holidays. We make traditional dishes like arroz 
con gandules and pastles, something akin to ta-
males. It is time-consuming, but it brings the 
family together in a special way like nothing else. 
Lechon asado is also a family staple during the 
holiday season,” she said.

Cruz says that Christmas is all about being 
with your family and having a good time.

“It’s the most wonderful time of the year. It 
means time spent with family and loved ones,” 
said Cruz. 

By Alexis Medrano

On March 8, 2017, OLLU student Cor-
rigan Moran will start his new job teach-
ing English. However, the twist is that 
Moran will be traveling overseas to teach 
adult students in Beijing, China. After liv-
ing in Texas for twenty-two years, Moran 
will finally fulfill a lifelong dream of trav-
eling. San Antonio is a multi-cultural city, 
which helped him value other cultures at a 
young age. One day he just sat down and 
Googled “teach abroad.” If he was going 
to start traveling, he didn’t see a reason 
why not to travel to a place several thou-

sands of miles away.
“In San Antonio, I’m a little white boy, 

but over there I’m not going to be part 
of the normalized culture. I’m going to 
be ‘othered’ if you will. And it seems to 
me that it would be a good experience,” 
stated the senior. 

The program that Moran will be teach-
ing with is called EF or Education first. 
He will be going to teach Americanized 
English at an adult center. 

“Chinese have a lot more of people 
speaking English than we do but it can 

OLLU Student To Teach In Asia

By Chloe M. Brown

tend to be overly formal and pronuncia-
tion can vary from okay to not okay. I will 
be over there showing them proper word 
order association, and kind of smoothing 
out any English that they didn’t learn in 
their formal education.” Moran stated. 
The idea is not just have people speaking 
English, but showing them how to speak 
English in a more conversational manner. 

There are many things that excite Mo-
ran about going to China. The fact that 
Beijing is a city that is about 23 times 
bigger than San Antonio, filled with night 

markets, sky scrapers, being close to the 
Great Wall, but the thing that excites him 
the most is just the opportunity to be able 
to explore. 

“An English degree is kind of a cool 
loophole, people want to learn English 
and people will sent you off to go teach 
them.” Corrigan has a one-year con-
tract with EF. After his contract is up, he 
would like to travel and teach other places 
around the world. OLLU is filled with di-
verse students, and it had inspired Cor-
rigan to visit other places that he never 
would have thought about before. 

For those readers who want to teach 
abroad. it starts with reading. It starts with 
reading and writing a lot. Read books 
from the culture that you are wanting to 
visit Reading has helped Corrigan under-
stand English without understanding it 
and then eventually –with practice- you 
can start to break down your own under-
standings of it. 

Another tip is to try to think of your 

“Become a scholar for your own experiences”

favorite sentences. Corrigan has friends 
from India who ask him about slang like 
‘off the hook’ or people saying ‘what’s 
up.’ Many of these things can be trans-
lated into very basic English and broken 
down so that someone who doesn’t speak 
English can understand it. “Really be-
come a scholar for your own experiences 
and not being afraid to criticize the teach-
er that is ultimately you.”

Most English first language speakers 
don’t think about how English works. 
However, when wanting to teach abroad 

it’s about starting to think of how you can 
teach other people.  In San Antonio there 
are an abundance of people where Eng-
lish wasn’t their first language. Start ask-
ing them what troubles they had to learn 
English and what worked for them. Think 
about your troubles learning a second lan-
guage and what you would have done bet-
ter if you had different resources.

The biggest piece of advice that Cor-
rigan had was the fact that if someone 
wants to travel abroad, they need to want 
it. They need have this romantic idea of 
the place inside their head and not let go 
until they have finally made it that place. 
That’s what Corrigan did. He had an 
idea that he wanted to travel and starting 
next March, he will be able to see new 
perspective on life.  OLLU Community 
wishes Corrigan the best luck on his new 
journey and hope that all people aspiring 
to teach abroad do everything they can to 
make the dream come true. 

This year marked the eighty-first Candlelight 
at OLLU. The “prom-like” event is a valued tra-
dition at the university. This year’s Candlelight 
was held Saturday, Dec. 3 and catered to a large 
crowd of more than 100 students and faculty.

This year’s event was the first Candlelight or-
ganized under the new and improved program-
ming board, the Saints Productions Board. 

The theme chosen for this year was “A Night 
in Sevilla.” SPB aimed at transporting their 
guests to Sevilla, Spain, and that is exactly what 
they did. 

The SPB team brought many Spanish influ-
ences to the event, including a flamenco dance 
performance by the Ballet Folklorico de San An-
tonio. 

The Sevilla-inspired menu consisted of chick-
en paella, patatas bravas (spicy potatoes) and 
empanadas. 

With the success of this year’s event, the 
OLLU community looks forward to future Can-
dlight’s and other events put together by the new 
production board.

The Saints Productions Board, with Coordinator of Student Leader-
ship & Development, Enjoli Page and Assistant Coordinator of Student 

Leadership & Development, Tania Espinosa.

By Stephanie Fairweather

Candlelight: A Night In Sevilla 

The most wonderful time of the year is 
here and with an exhausting election now 
over, we can finally begin to celebrate the 
holidays. 

While this year’s election season was 
particularly contentious, it is important to 
remember what this season is all about. If 
you want to spread holiday cheer, then this 
is the perfect time to volunteer at one of San 
Antonio’s shelters or toy drives and 
get into the holiday spirit of giving back. 

There are a variety of ways to give back 
this holiday season and if this past year has 
you feeling down, giving back to those in 
need is just the pick me up you need. 

While it is incredibly important to go 
down to the local food shelter or donate all 
year round, there are activities that have that 
much more of an impact during this time of 
year and these opportunities will really get 
you into the holiday spirit.  

There are many options around San An-
tonio that you can look into. 

One of the more well-known toy drives 

in San Antonio is brought to you by Kens 
5 Chief Meteorologist Bill Taylor with the 
Bill’s Elves Christmas Toy Drive. 

The Elf Louise Christmas Project is an-
other great opportunity to help children in 
need.  

Founded by Louise Locker, this project 
came about in 1969 while Locker was a stu-
dent at Trinity University. Locker realized 
there were many families without gifts and 
wanted to find a way to provide Christmas 
presents to less fortunate children. 

If you have time to give this season, there 
are many volunteer opportunities avail-
able including, data entry, gift wrapping, 
Santa room helpers, toy stockers and ware-
house helpers. There is never a limit on the 
amount of volunteers so if you can help out 
sign up on their website, www.elflouise.org.

With a mission to break the cycle of 
homelessness, SAMMinistries is also a 
great place to donate or volunteer during 
this holiday season. SAMMinistries works 
hard to shelter homeless families by offer-

ing transitional housing, re-housing, Veterans’ programs, 
and homeless prevention services. You can donate directly 
to families struggling with homelessness by visiting their 
website. You can also participate in one of their programs, 
like Sponsor a Child where people can sponsor a child and 
provide gifts to them so that their parents can focus on be-
coming self-supporting while knowing their child will have 
gifts to open on Christmas morning. Throughout the year 
SAMMinistries is asking for goods like pillows, sheets, trash 
bags, pots, and dishes to help these families transition out of 
homelessness. 

Volunteers at Elf Louise getting ready to deliver Christmas 
gifts to children in need. (Photo Courtesy Elf Louise)

By Stephanie Garza

Giving Back This Holiday Season

Corrigan Moran graduates this year from OLLU. He will be teaching English in China.



By Chloe M. Brown
Holidays are filled with joyous singing, 

good food and the occasional crime. Dur-
ing the holiday season, crimes increase; 
shoplifting, identity theft, holiday scams 
and drunk driving are some of the most 
common choices for being jailed this 
season. However, with the holidays not 
only come crime, but extremely peculiar 
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the first place. 
Hallmark makes a giant profit out of 

the idea of a good and wholesome idea of 
Santa. Yet, every year there seems to be 
a story about a drunk Santa who terror-
izing children. In San Francisco 2010, a 
Macy’s Santa got fired not because he got 
drunk on the job; he got fired for telling 
“naughty jokes.” For the younger gen-
eration, it might not be cause for alarm. 
However most adults were not too happy 
about this. Apparently when asked why 
Santa was so happy, he would reply. “I 
know where all the naughty boys and girls 
live.” Some may laugh at this while others 
may cringe. No definite legal actions were 
taken besides getting fired from his job. 
Now we know where one naughty Santa 
doesn’t work. 

The moment snow hits the ground peo-
ple start singing about good old Frosty. 
Well thumpity-thumping into news is the 
story of one cold murder. In 2006, pair of 
18-year-olds were arrested for stabbing a 
12-feet-tall Frosty the Snow Man inflat-
able. Before this attack, there were two 
other attacks. The people in Ohio have 
a vendetta against Frosty, but can we 

blame them? Those cold dead coal eyes 
can be quite fearsome. The two teenagers 
were held at a $10 thousand dollars bond. 
What’s more Christmas than to be put in 
debt for choices made earlier in the year.

The unfortunate problem with Christ-
mas is that it makes people a little bit 
crazy. Maybe it’s because the season 
lasts around three months prior to actual 
season. It could be the way people want 
everything to be “perfect.” Whatever it 
is, the season can make people do weird 
things. Whether it’s really weird crimes or 
just crime in general, stay safe this Christ-
mas. Stay safe and don’t do anything stu-
pid. Otherwise, you might just get jingle 
jailed. 

Courtesy Photo

Jingle Jailed
crimes. Here is a list of the top weirdest 
Christmas crimes in recent years. 

During Christmas, there tends to be an 
abundance of thievery. People don’t usu-
ally think about keeping their Christmas 
trees locked away, but maybe they should. 
This not a new Christmas Grinch kind of 
crime; apparently there have been reports 
of Christmas trees being stolen since the 
1970s. However, in 2015, 1,000 Christ-
mas trees were stolen from two Costco 
semi-truck trailers in South Florida. What 
even does a person do with 1,000 Christ-
mas trees? This is not the only case of tree 
bandits that year. In Connecticut there 
were more than 10 trees stolen from a 
Catholic school in Waterbury.  Oh Christ-
mas tree, Oh Christmas tree, apparently 
everyone is stealing thee.

Home burglaries are something to 
watch out for during the holiday season, 
but in 2010, Seattle had to watch out to 
see if Santa was being Naughty-or-Nice. 
In a string of burglaries that happened by 
the so-called “Santa Claus Burglar,” was 
caught after being stuck in the chimney 
for around six hours. Probably not the 
most practical way to get into a house in 

Active Shooter Survival Guide
A Step-By-Step Guide on what to do should there be an active shooter on campus.

By Destiny Camacho

In light of recent events on campus and 
around the country, there is a need for stu-
dents and faculty to know what to do in the 
event of an emergency situation. This se-
mester we have had a few alerts sent out by 
the OLLU Alert System. Many students did 
not know what to do when the first alert was 
sent out. Other students claimed they didn’t 
receive an alert. 

The alert system is tailored so that a ge-
neric alert is sent out to the campus imme-
diately after an incident has been reported. 
There are three types of prerecorded mes-
sages: Public Safety Emergency, Weather 
Emergency, and Active Shooter. The sub-
sequent alerts hold more information as it 
becomes available and are updated through 
social media, university email and the alert 
system. 

Although there is little information sent 
in the initial alerts, they should not be ig-
nored. As a precaution, the worst-case 
scenario should be assumed and students 
should begin steps to secure their personal 
safety.

Recently a man exercising his right to 
open carry was seen near campus. In ensur-
ing the safety of students, faculty and staff, 
OLLU administrators decided to put the 

school on lock down. While a series of alerts 
were sent out, many students felt confused 
about what they should do next.

Last summer faculty and staff had train-
ing sessions that dealt with emergency situa-
tions on campus. However, these were man-
datory sessions and not everyone attended. 

Mike Thompson was one of the staff 
members who attended these sessions. A 
staff member in the Mass Communication 
department, described what the classes were 
about. “We were told to go to a secure place 
nearby,” said Thompson, “to stay quiet and 
avoid [the emergency situation] if you can. 
Of course, your last option is fight.”

So what do you do if you find yourself in 
a situation where there is an active shooter 
on campus?

First of all, the most important thing to do 
is to remain calm. If you are panicking, you 
won’t be able to logically assess the situa-
tion.  Furthermore, if you are the one who 
has spotted the shooter, inform the authori-
ties of the situation.

Reporting An Active Shooter
Provide the following information:

1. Clarify that you are on the Our Lady of 
the Lake University campus.

2. Provide the location of the active 
shooter.

3. Provide the number of shooters, if there 
is more than one. 

4. Give a physical description of the 
shooter(s).

5. Provide the number and type of weap-
ons held by the shooter(s).

6. Give the number of potential victims at 
the location.

Run, Hide, Fight ®
There are three options you have in a situ-
ation such as this: RUN, HIDE, FIGHT®. 

Your first option should always be RUN, 
leave your belongings where they are and 
get somewhere safe. Always know where 
all the exits are in the building. If you don’t 
know, try coming in differently every time 
to better acquaint yourself with your sur-
roundings and where the exits are.

If you find yourself stuck in a place where 
you can’t get away your next option is to 
HIDE. Turn off the lights, step away from 
windows and doors, and remain quiet. If 
you find yourself with other people do not 
huddle together because then you become 
easy targets. You should also lock and bar-
ricade the doors if possible to provide more 

security.
Your last and final option should be to 

FIGHT. Only take this route if everything 
else has failed.  This is your last resort! If 
the shooter is too close for you to hide or 
run you must then attempt to incapacitate 
the shooter. Find an object you can use as a 
weapon such as a fire extinguisher or chair. 

When law enforcement officials arrive, 
remain calm and follow the officers’ in-
structions. You should immediately raise 
your hands and spread your fingers and 
keep your hands visible at all times. You 
should also avoid quick movements toward 
officers as well as pointing, screaming or 
yelling. Also, DO NOT STOP AND ASK 
OFFICERS for help or direction when 
evacuating! Just proceed in the direction 
that the officer’s entered the premises.

If you need to update your information 
because you are not receiving alerts, you 
can do so in the My OLLU Portal, just 
search for OLLU Alert, click University 
Contact Information Form and enter your 
credentials. 

Run Hide Fight® is a registered trademark of 
the City of Houston.Giving Back This Holiday Season

The most wonderful time of the year 
is here. With an exhausting election un-
der our belts and many other not-so-great 
things happening this year, it’s safe to say 
many of us are ready for this year to end.   

It’s easy to get caught up in all of the 
hullabaloo of this wacky year, but it’s 
important for us to remember what this 
season is all about. If you want to spread 
holiday cheer, then this is the perfect time 
to volunteer at one of San Antonio’s shel-
ters or toy drives and truly get into the 
holiday spirit of giving back. 

There are a variety of ways to give 
back this holiday season. If this year has 
you feeling down, giving back to those in 
need is just the pick me up you may need. 
While it is important to go down to the lo-
cal food shelter or donate all year-round, 
these activities have that much more 
personal impact during this time of year. 
Also, these opportunities will get you into 
the holiday spirit, and there are a quite 
few options available in San Antonio. 

One of the more well-known local toy 
drives is sponsored by KENS 5 chief me-
teorologist Bill Taylor. His Bill’s Elves 
Christmas Toy Drive has been making a 
difference for San Antonio’s children, and 

they are ready to bring joy to thousands of 
children who are under the care of Child 
Protective Services. You can participate in 
Bill’s Elves Toy Drive until Dec. 9. and 
bring your unwrapped gifts to the KENS 5 
Studio, Generation Federal Credit Union 
locations, Corner Store locations or do-
nate directly to the Bill's Elves fund on-
line. There are 8,000 children currently 
under CPS care who need gifts this year.

The Elf Louise Christmas Project is 
another great opportunity to help children 
in need. Founded by Louise Locker, this 
project came about in 1969 while Lock-
er was a student at Trinity University. 
Locker realized there were many families 
without gifts and wanted to find a way to 
provide Christmas presents to less fortu-
nate children. She created The Elf Lou-
ise Christmas Project which continues to 
grow every year. If you have time to give 
this season, then there are many volunteer 
opportunities available including, data en-
try, gift wrapping, Santa room helpers, toy 
stockers and warehouse helpers. There is 
never a limit on the amount of volunteers, 
so if you can help, sign up on their web-
site. 

With a mission to break the cycle 

homeliness for families, SAMMinistries 
is also another place to donate or volun-
teer at during this holiday season. SAM-
Ministries works to shelter homeless 
families by offering transitional hous-
ing, re-housing Veterans’ programs, and 
homeless prevention services. You can 
donate directly to families struggling with 
homelessness by visiting their website. 
You can also participate in one of their 
programs, like Sponsor a Child, where 
people can provide gifts to children so 
that their parents can focus on becoming 
self-supporting without worrying if their 
child will have gifts to open on Christmas 
morning. Throughout the year, SAMMin-
istries asks for goods like pillows, sheets, 
trash bags, pots and dishes to help these 
families transition out of homelessness. 

Opportunities abound to spread the joy 
this year. Volunteering at one of these lo-
cations can make a difference in the lives 
of local families and children. 

Bill’s Elves Toy Drive 
Drive-thru event:
Friday, Dec. 9
Bass Pro Shops
17907 IH 10 West, 

San Antonio, TX 78257
4 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.

Donate:http://www.mygenfcu.org/BillsEl-
ves.

Sign up to volunteer for Elf Louise: http://
elflouise.org/wp/volunteer-opportunities/

Sponsor a Child with SAMMinistries: 
https://www.samm.org/give/sponsor-a-
child-this-christmas/

Donate to SAMMinistries: https://www.
samm.org/give/give-now/

Volunteer Opportunities:
• Jinglebell Run/Walk San Antonio Set 

Up
• SAReads Holiday Book Drive at 

Barnes & Noble
• Toys for Tots
• Seton Home Angel Tree
• Family Services Association Adopt-

A-Family
• Family Violence Prevention Services’ 

Nutcracker Sweets 

By Stephanie Garza

When Ugly Becomes Fashionable

As the holidays approach, there is one 
party we will surely get invited to – the ugly 
sweater party. This traditional party has 
been around and growing momentum for 
over the past decade. Whether you are part 
of the side that embraces this tradition, or 

the side that considers it a complete fash-
ion faux pas, the ugly sweater party is here 
to stay.

While it began as a bonafide “ugly 
sweater,” throughout the years the tradi-
tional “ugly sweater” has taken a twist into 
being so ugly that it’s cute  - kitschy and 
cool at the same time. 

The creativity behind these sweaters 
escalated, building into a competition 
on whose sweater is the ugliest. It is not 
simply the sweater that must be taken 
into consideration, but the entire outfit. 
Making an oversized sweater a dress and 
pairing it with tights and boots has been 
a recent popular look. However, the ideas 
on the “ugly sweater” have varied and can 
now be compared to many household la-
bels and high-end designers.

An ugly sweater really has no limits. In 
an era when almost anything can be con-
sidered fashion, the possibilities are end-
less. However, if you want to narrow your 
options, here are a few things to consider 
when making your ugly sweater, really 
ugly.

First, you must identify if you want to 

explore your arts and crafts skills, or if you 
would rather find something that is already 
ugly and ready-to-wear. Considering you 
choose the latter, then a few fashion trends to 
consider are: oversized, color block, bulky, 
as well as gaudy and tacky. 

A recent addition to the ugly sweater 
contest is the adult onesie. While is not a 
sweater, the complete one zipper, pajama-
like outfit has recently been accepted in ugly 
sweater parties wholeheartedly. 

If you are currently looking for a ready-
made sweater to wear with your favorite bot-
toms, the oversized look is what’s trending 
right now. 

The loose-fitting, hipster-like sweater, 
paired with chunky, gaudy accessories will 
be the ideal look among those who attend 
this party. 

As for the fit, many sweaters, as well as 
blazers and coats have been a bit bulky and 
over-sized, meaning that tight fitting is of-
ficially out. (Thank goodness because, this 
style allows us eat without worrying!) How-
ever, keep in mind that this bulkiness makes 
the garment a bit stiffer, and broadens the 
shoulders. 

JC Wollslager sporting his 
Christmas sweater

However, the trend that has stuck around 
during the past years and seems to stay 
is color block. In this case, we could see 
many single colored sweaters with bright 
decorations that stand out. Whether it’s the 
typical red sweater with a bright green tree 
in the front, or something more unusual, 
with this style you won’t go wrong. 

However, if you are planning to deco-
rate your own sweater, then the sky’s the 
limit for your creativity. The ideas are 
endless; however, sites like Pinterest and 
many blogs, can now help on how to suc-
cessfully make your sweater. 

Jingle bells never get old, nor do the 
fluffy pom poms, Glitter is always wel-
comed, and people have even found way 
to include lights. 

The truth is, this party is about having 
fun, spending time with your loved ones 
and feeling cozy. If this means wearing 
a traditional, boring, Cosby-like sweater; 
then, so be it. Whether you choose to make 
your sweater a fashion statement or not, is 
up to you, but don’t let an “ugly sweater” 
keep you from a holiday gathering.

By Maria Elena Cruz

Christmas Crime Fast Facts
December is the lowest month for:
Rape (4,944) 
Motor vehicle theft (61,526).
Second lowest for: 
Aggravated assault (46,851)
Second highest 
Theft (31,000)

Source: Crime In America
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The Harry Potter fandom just got a 
new gift for Christmas, the opportunity 
to see the wizarding world on the silver 
screen once again. When J.K. Rowling 
announced on Sept. 12, 2013 that War-
ner’s Bros. would be producing a film 
based on her novel, Fantastic Beasts and 
Where to Find Them; fans went haywire. 
Of course, that also meant that fans of the 
Harry Potter universe would have to wait 
three years for its release. 

The time for waiting has come to an 
end as Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them released November 18. Fan-
tastic Beast follows Newt Scamander’s 
adventures in New York’s community of 
witches and wizards. Who is this Newt 
fellow you ask? Well, Newt is an author 
and if you recall Harry Potter’s supply 
list from the first movie you’ll notice 
Scamander’s name amongst the wizard-
ing world’s greats. As well as his name 
appearing on the Marauder’s Map in the 
Prisoner of Azkaban. Why he was at Hog-
warts is a mystery, but some things are 
just better left to the imagination.

Why should you go spend money on 
this movie? First and foremost, the reason 
to go see this movie if you liked the other 
Harry Potter movies even a little bit, is the 
vast expansion on the magical creatures. 
We get a better understanding of them in 
this movie. Fantastic Beasts is a great ad-
dition to the wizarding world and leaves 
audiences wanting more.

When did the Harry Potter universe be-
come an obsession, was it the release of 

the first book? Or did the hype get start-
ed when Daniel Radcliffe and friends 
brought the world to life before our very 
eyes? Before the movies were created the 
Harry Potter series amassed quite a fol-
lowing; by December 2010, Harry Pot-
ter and the Philosopher’s Stone accrued a 
total of 3,844,316 volumes in circulation. 

Over the years, since its release and 
subsequent end, the Harry Potter series 
has been looped on television in an almost 
never-ending marathon. It seems that al-
most every month there is a day desig-
nated Harry Potter day. 

There are places around the world 
that turn into places from the Hogwarts’ 
universe. The Great Hall, which is actu-
ally Christ Church at Oxford University, 
is better known as from Harry Potter 
than from its own history. People have 
made Quidditch an actual sport with high 
schools and colleges offering team play. 
King’s Cross Station installed a Platform 
Nine-and-Three-Quarters sign, and of 
course there are small towns that turn into 
Hogsmeade for Christmas.

Harry Potter and the World’s 
Obsession
By Destiny Camacho
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1) Norwegian scientists hypothesized that Rudolph’s nose is probably the 
result of a parasitic infection of his respiratory system.
2) The Germans made the first artificial Christmas trees out of dyed goose 
feathers.
3) Most of Santa’s reindeer have male-sounding names, such as Blitzen, 
Comet, and Cupid. However, male reindeers shed their antlers around 
Christmas, so the reindeer pulling Santa’s sleigh are likely not male, but 
female or castrated. 
4) According to the Guinness World Records, the tallest Christmas tree 
ever cut was a 221-foot Douglas fir that was displayed in 1950 at the 
Northgate Shopping Center in Seattle, Washington.
5) Each year there are approximately 20,000 “rent-a-Santas” across the 
United States. “Rent-a-Santas” usually undergo seasonal training on how 
to maintain a jolly attitude under pressure from the public. They also re-
ceive practical advice, such as not accepting money from parents while 
children are looking and avoiding garlic, onions, or beans for lunch.
6) The British wear paper crowns while they eat Christmas dinner. The 
crowns are stored in a tube called a “Christmas cracker.”
7) In Poland, spiders or spider webs are common Christmas trees deco-
rations because, according to legend, a spider wove a blanket for Baby 
Jesus. In fact, Polish people consider spiders to be symbols of goodness 
and prosperity at Christmas.
8) Christmas wasn’t declared an official holiday in the United States until 
June 26, 1870.
9) The poinsettia is native to Mexico and was cultivated by the Aztecs, 
who called the plant Cuetlaxocitl (flower which wilts). For the Aztecs, 
the plant’s brilliant red color symbolized purity, and they often used it 
medicinally to reduce fever. Contrary to popular belief, the poinsettia is 
not poisonous, but holly berries are.
10) Santa Claus is based on a real person, St. Nikolas of Myra (also 
known as Nikolaos of Bari), who lived during the fourth century. Born 
in Patara (in modern-day Turkey), he is the world’s most popular non-
Biblical saint, and artists have portrayed him more often than any other 
saint except Mary. He is the patron saint of banking, pawnbroking, pirat-
ing, butchery, sailing, thievery, orphans, royalty, and New York City.
11) The first person to decorate a Christmas tree was reportedly the Prot-
estant reformer Martin Luther (1483-1546). According to legend, he was 
so moved by the beauty of the stars shining between the branches of a fir 
tree, he brought home an evergreen tree and decorated it with candles to 
share the image with his children.
12) The first printed reference to a Christmas tree was in 1531 in Ger-
many.
13) In order for Santa to visit all the homes on Christmas Eve he would 
have to visit 822 homes each second.
14) The world’s biggest snowman was 113-feet tall and was built in 
Maine.
15) All letters addressed to Santa in the United States go to Santa Claus, 
Indiana.
16) Some zoos accept donated Christmas trees as food for their animals.
17) An artificial Christmas tree would have to be reused for more than 20 
years to be “greener” than buying a fresh-cut tree annually.
18) Rudolph was actually conceived by a department store as a marketing 
gimmick to get kids to buy holiday coloring books.
19) Rudolph was almost named Rollo or Reginald. 
20) Mistletoe springs up from bird droppings that have seeds that passed 
through the digestive tract. The word mistletoe literally means “dung 
twig.”

& Views
20 Fun Christmas Facts

Assistant Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences Professor Antoinette Winstead 
will be collecting donations for the 2016 Margil Elementary Coloring Book and 
Crayon Drive. The drive is part of a 17-year charitable relationship with the school, 
which has included Halloween haunted houses, reading programs and Thanksgiv-
ing food drives. A goal of 100 coloring books and 100 eight-count packs of crayons 
are needed from OLLU students, staff, and faculty, who are able to donate to needy 
Margil students. 

This drive is an effort to create a sense of community with the children and Our 
Lady of the Lake University. Through the coloring book drive, these students may 
feel a greater connection to higher education and one day consider pursuing a col-
lege degree.  Donations can be left at Professor Winstead’s office in Main 227 E.

Dreaming Of A Colorful Holiday
By Pedro Becerra

Assistant Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences Professor Antoinette Winstead will 
be collecting donated crayons and coloring books in her- Main 227 E.

College is expensive, but shopping for Christmas doesn't have to be. The first thing 
that students need to do when online shopping is add Honey into their browser. Honey 
is a plug-in that shows discounts on the site that users can use. It's like clipping coupons 
without all the cutting effort.

Below are the top seven inexpensive Christmas gifts this year, and the best part, they’re 
all under 30 bucks!

1) You Tried Sticker
For only $2.40, you can give your 
friend a gift that we all know he/
she deserved all semester long, 
but were too lazy or preoccupied 
to tell them. Besides, who doesn’t 
just love stickers?

2) Mini Monsters Scented Neon 
Markers
Everyone needs highlighters from 
time to time, and no one can have 
enough. And what’s better than a 
pack of highlighters? A pack of 
scented highlighters with faces. 
Starting at just $4.99 this gift is a 
bargain!

5) Hungover Cookbook

What says “I love you” 
more than a book that can 
help overcome a hang-
over? At $9.99 this book 
will be a "win" with all of 
your boozy friends.

6) Sriracha Hot Sauce Key 
chain
Everyone has that one per-
son who puts sriracha on 
everything. For only $17 
you can get a pack of three 
keychains for the hot sauce 
lover in your life.

7) Mini Waffle Maker 
Waffles

The second (to pizza) fa-
vorite of America.  You 
can get your friends one 
of these bad boys for only 
$18. Syrup anyone?

3) Creature Cups

Want to shock your friends and probably 
make them spit out their coffee? Me too. 
This mug ranges from $14.99 to $19.99. 
You may have to pay $15, but the look on 
their faces will be priceless.

4) Mobile Lens Kit
For all of those friends who are self 
proclaimed photographers trying to 
reach Instagram fame, this is the per-
fect gift. Currently it's $26 dollars, 
which isn't bad for all of our wannabe 
photographers. The kit offers a variety 
of lenses for cellphones, amping the 
quality of photos taken.

By Chloe M. Brown

Inexpensive Christmas Gifts 

“I had an idea that my students and 
some of my colleagues have been very 
upset,” said Yvette Benevides, OLLU 
English professor. “In talking to Ezequiel 
Peña [Associate Professor of Psychol-
ogy], we realized we wanted to do some-
thing to help. Since the [English] gradu-
ate program emphasizes social justice, we 
feel strongly that our activism is through 
writing. Our social justice is through writ-
ing.” 

After the 2016 Presidential election, 
Professor Yvette Benavides and Dr. Eze-
quiel Peña decide to create an informal 
club called “Write It Up” at OLLU. 

The group is centered on fellowship; 
listening to one another and processing 
their pain, questions or confusion in the 
chaos. Benavides feels that almost every 
day there is something new in the media 
that students are trying to process. The 
group will stand as a space where writers 
can step back from work and finals and 
give each other compassion; give each 
other a reason to write. 

The group is mostly about creating 
a community that provokes students to 
write, even if it is just for themselves. “I 
don’t even know how to feel about some-
thing until I write about it,”  said Bena-
vides. The group is meant to stand as a 

‘Write It Up’
By Chloe M Brown

mediation to help students figure out how 
to process their emotions. This is not a 
partisan kind of thing. It’s not about Re-
publicans and Democrats. It’s not about 
Clinton and Trump. We want people to be 
treated well. We want people to be treated 
with respect.”

The group holds a strong belief that 
writing can heavily influence social jus-
tice; however, the club is open for every-
one. 

“You don’t have to fancy yourself a 
writer,” said Benavidez, “We are all busy 
with deadlines and assignments. Just writ-
ing what we want to write and what we 
want to say is very helpful.”

People can work on projects that they 
want to publish or they can just work on 
processing their feelings through writing. 
It’s a cathartic therapeutic process for the 
individual with their peers. Their first 
meeting drew eight potential members 
and they are looking to expand. Their next 
meeting will be held on Dec. 13. Writing 
does not have to be centered around poli-
tics, yet, it is a welcomed subject. 

“Our social justice is 
through writing.”
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“I am not the same, having 
seen the moon shine on the 
other side of the world.” – 

Mary Anne Radmacher

New Year’s Past & Present 
December, it is the time of cheer and 

childlike wonder for many, yet it is also 
the mark of an end and a new beginning. 
A rewrite in time, and with this comes a 
tradition more than 4,000 years old. The 
Babylonians were believed to be the first 
people to honor a new year, but their cel-
ebration was a bit different than contem-
porary ones. History.com states the Baby-
lonian celebration was a 12-day religious 
festival known as Akitu. 

The Romans took on a similar prac-
tice, and the “reformed-minded” emperor 
Julius Caeser created the New Year on 
January 1. The date was chosen for the 
two-faced god called Janus. This created 
a special significance for January to the 
Romans; having them look back on the 
past year and hoping for the better future, 
promising their god to be better in the 
coming year.

The Romans began the customer of 

New Year’s resolutions, and we still ob-
serve that tradition today. 

Although, throughout history contro-
versy continued, the date for the new year 
reamined January 1. 

The countdown New Year’s Eve from 
10 seconds to midnight is steeped in tra-
dition. Some include eating 12 grapes 
with wine and wearing lucky undergar-
ments to have love, fortune, or happiness 
for the coming year and watching a ball 
of lights fall. Yet, that is only part of the 
New Year’s tradition. To this day, we cre-
ate resolutions to take with us for the fol-
lowing year. 

Our OLLU students have plenty to 
share, just like the ancestors did those 
years ago. 

Rebecca Garza’s resolution is to reach 
her weight goal, Gage Ryan’s is to use 
less nicotine, and Sabrina Olmos’ is to 
move out of her parent’s house.

By Amber Chavez 

Staying Safe on Campus
Crimes such as robberies, burglaries 

and thefts typically increase during Christ-
mas.  The shopping season makes it easy 
for criminals to target and prey upon folks 
easily distracted by the holiday hustle and 
bustle. With students planning their break 
and travel, shopping and making holiday 
preparations, there seems to be a rush to get 
in and out of stores and buildings without 
much thought to safety.
 Still, it is important for students to take a 
moment and be mindful of safety during 
these busy times. There are several steps 
they can take to make themselves less vul-
nerable to criminals this time of year. 

With holiday shopping, students tend to 
carry more money and valuables than dur-
ing other times of the year. However, pre-
cautions can be taken to increase personal 
safety. 

Walking with other students, whenever 
possible, being aware of surroundings at all 
times, traveling in well-lit and populated 
areas, refraining from texting or talking on 
the phone while walking or driving, keep-
ing cash and valuables hidden while on the 
street, refraining from using ear buds or 
headphones and trusting your instincts are 
all common sense precautions students can 
take to help keep themselves and others safe 
during this time of year.  

Lt. Dena Elliott, who forms part of Uni-
versity Campus Police, says being alert and 
not traveling alone is usually a deterrent to 
criminals.

Taking these precautions become even 

more important when there are fewer people 
on campus, such as during holiday breaks.  

“Students can stay safe by walking in 
well-lit areas and with groups of people,” 
said Lt. Elliott. “They should program 
Campus Police emergency numbers in their 
phones. Be aware of their surroundings. If 
they don’t have someone to walk with, they 
can call Campus Police and an officer will 
walk them to their destination,” said Elliott.

Campus Police remain accessible to stu-
dents during the winter break. While they 
do not provide shuttle service, they do es-
cort students safely to their car or dorm 
rooms. 

“Just call our non-emergency number 
and an officer will walk with anyone to their 
destination, day or night,” said Elliott. “We 
have officers on campus 24/7 and 365 days 
a year, including the holiday breaks.”

Students who choose to leave campus for 
the winter break should lock their rooms, 
offices and windows and either take com-
puters and electronics with them or secure 
these devices in their rooms before leaving 
campus. Also, it is encouraged to remain 
vigilant and report any suspicious activity.

“If they are a victim of a crime or witness 
a crime, they should immediately report it 
to Campus Police,” said Elliott.

OLLU Campus Police compiled a holi-
day safety tip list to assist students, faculty 
and staff in safeguarding their property and 
keeping themselves safe, whether travel-
ing or remaining on campus throughout the 
holiday season.  

Lake Front Staff
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Venture out During the Christmas Break 

The Christmas period is one of the busi-
est times of the year for travel. People from 
all over the U.S. rush to the airport and be-
gin their journey to wherever that may be 
in the world. 

There are plenty of popular Christmas 
holiday destinations throughout America, 
but people also venture outside of the coun-
try for their holiday break. Below are the 
most frequented places for holiday travel.

Traveling in America
There are numerous beautiful, romantic, 

family-orientated destinations people tend 
to visit during the Christmas period in the 
U.S. for example a small town in North Car-
olina called McAdenville is one of the most 
popular destinations to visit over the Christ-
mas. As many as 600,000 people visit every 
year to witness the 450,000 lights that deco-
rate the trees throughout McAdenville’s 
downtown. It has become such a popular 
destination it has been dubbed Christmas 
Town USA. 

Nevada City, California which is located 
roughly an hour north of Sacramento has 
an annual Victorian themed Christmas fes-
tival. Renowned for its historic buildings 
and breathtaking mountainous surrounding 
the city gets fully involved in the Christmas 
spirit by turning the city into a winter won-
derland which entices the visitors and cre-
ates a warm stereotypical Christmas feeling. 

New York City is also a favorite destina-
tion for many Americans. The exceptional 
shopping experience, Time Square and the 
way the city is lit up is among some of 
the reasons why people throughout Amer-

ica love traveling to New York during the 
Christmas holidays. Chicago, Colorado, 
Florida and Washington D.C. are also popu-
lar destinations during Christmas. 

Traveling to these different destinations 
from San Antonio is reasonably priced. Ac-
cording to Google Flights a week in New 
York would cost you $550 in comparison 
to a week in Sacramento which would cost 
$450. Flights across the country can range 
in price; you may find flights as cheap as 
$150 but the more expensive ventures tend 
to be in the $650 range. 

Traveling in Europe
Many Americans Travel to Europe 

throughout the Christmas period. The white 
winters throughout Europe’s colder coun-
tries makes it a picture perfect destination 
for you to spend your Christmas. Many 
Americans visit London, England during 
the holidays it has become a very popular 
destination, speaking from personal experi-
ence London during the Christmas period is 
a spectacle, the winter wonderland in Hyde 
Park or even how beautifully the city is lit 
up throughout the holidays is something 
people should take their time out to experi-
ence. 

Paris, France has been a popular desti-
nation for many years for obvious reasons. 
The romantic setting, taking in the beauti-
ful ceramic views with the Eifel Tower 
backdrop makes it a dream destination for 
many couples. As well as having numerous 
top restaurants and offer some of the fin-
est wines Paris seems to have that sense of 
warmth that attracts the masses every year.  

Many people visit Rome in Italy during 
the Christmas period. As well as it being a 
beautiful city with many tourist attractions, 

people tend to visit Rome during this period 
for religious reasons. Catholics from all 
over the world gather in Rome to practice 
their religion and take part in their spiritual 
voyage. Traveling in Europe comes at an 
expense especially during the busy Christ-
mas period but it definitely seems worth the 
trip. 

 Traveling to Europe from San Antonio 
tends to be quiet expensive, considering 
how far it is and all that comes with it you 
could understand why the prices rocket 
during the Christmas period. Travelling to 
London for a week on an all-inclusive trip 
would cost you roughly $1200, similarly a 
trip to Paris would cost roughly $1100 and 
Rome would cost roughly $1500. Although 
these prices are obviously more expensive 
than those in America but for those who 
love to travel it might be worth your dollar.  

Traveling the Rest of the World
In 2015, Global Finance Magazine ranked 
Sydney, Australia fourth best city in the 
world. During Christmas, Sydney has be-
come a popular city to visit. As a city that 
has many attractions, most notably the Syd-
ney Opera House it comes as no surprise 
that many people are deciding to spend their 
Christmas in Sydney.

Quebec City, Canada has also become a 
popular holiday destination because of the 
many outdoor activities this city has to offer 
and the snow throughout the winter makes 
it a popular destination. 

Some people may not want to endure a 
cold winter, and it is sunsets and beaches 
they seek; for this reason, many people 
flock to Montego Bay, Jamaica. This is the 
perfect destination for beautiful beaches, 
great food, and of course it’s the home of 

reggae music, which should get you right in 
the festive spirit during the holidays. 

Traveling during Christmas can be very 
exciting and you can make it relatively 
cheap or you could make it expensive for 
yourself depending on what kind of excur-
sion you are looking for. You shouldn’t wait 
until the last minute to book your trip as 
prices do tend to raise closer to the time, 
you should book it in advance to ensure you 
are paying a better fare. People all over the 
world will be traveling during this time so 
all major airports are expected to be busy, 
all this adds to the excitement of traveling 
and the Christmas festivities is felt all over 
the world. 

By Deyanu Theophane
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Last Name First Name
Abundiz                 Salvador
Aguilar                 Matthew
Aguilera                 Viviane
Ahmed                 Samantha
Alejandro Olivia
Allen                 Jeffrey
Alleyne                 Amanda
Almanza                 Summer
Alsandor                  Carla
Alvarado    Ana
Alvarez     Julia
Alvear                 Jonathan
Amparan                 Lissette
Anderson-Ruth Sheila
Angeles                 Gisela
Applon                 Felisa
Araujo                 Valerie
Arredondo Alyssa
Arredondo Jessika
Arriaga                 Kimberly
Arriola                 Emilio
Arroyo                 Amberle
Arroyo                 Veronica
Astuto                 Melissa
Babiak-Vazquez Adriana
Baker                 Draylyn
Barber                 Alison
Barboza                 Brenda
Barillas                 Miguel
Barraza                Esmeralda
Barrera                 John
Barrera                 Celina
Batchelor    Lisa
Benavides  Vanessa
Berry                  Barbara
Blakely                  Amanda
Blue                  Tyeekia

Bluntzer                   Laurel
Bocanegra  Natasha
Bonner                  Montiua
Botello                  Antonio
Boyer                  Sean
Bradley                  Tiffany
Brandley                  Amelia
Breest                  Rebecca
Brown                  Rhonda
Bullon                  Bryan
Burns                  Charles
Burt                  Marcia
Burton                  Justin
Camacho                  Ashley
Capehart                  Renee
Carpenter                  Vanessa
Carter                  Holly
Castaneda Aaron
Castano      Gilda

Castillo                 Meghan
Cavazos                 Gabriela
Ceja                 Daisy
Cervantes                 Ann-Margaret
Chaney                  Ashley
Chavez      Christine
Chicca                 Michael
China                 Tammy
Clark                 Lisa
Clary          Danielle
Cokes                 Keshia
Collins                 Itoro
Conde                 Myrna
Conlon                 Kevin
Cooper                 Sarah
Corona                 Criselda
Cortes                 Karina
Cortez                 Erica
Cortez                 Felicia
Covarrubias Mayra
Cox                 Tamisha
Crawford   James
Crooks                 Shelby
Dailey        Courtney
Daley                 Catherine
Daniels     Saria
Davis                 Nikkia
Davis                 Cabreaea
Davis                  Kari
Davis                  Kezia
Davis         Trammell
Dawson    Charlene
Daymude                  Alicia
De Anda                 Christan
De Lafuente Edith
De Leon                  Ashley
De Luca                 Joseph
Decuir                 Randy
Defiore                 Michael
Delgadillo Maricruz
Delgado     Emily
Delgado                 Emiley
Delperdang Thomas
Diaz                  Martin
Diaz                 Olga Lucia
Dobney-Boykin Keisha
Doss                 Randy
Drachler                 Lenthel
Dunham                 Ashriel
Dunne                 Kathryn
Dwyer                 Zakia
Dyben                 Christina
Dyson                 Crystal
Eccleston                 Anthea
Echeveste Alexandria
Edmondson Dena
Egland                 Swanesa
El Bayeh                 Yvette
Elizondo                 Isabella
Eller                  Ann
Enriquez           Ingrid

Escobar                 Carmen
Escobedo                  Yajaira
Espinoza                 Jose
Etheredge Paul
Falcon                 Eric
Faticaty                 Vanessa
Fernandez Clarissa
Ferro                 Elizabeth
Ffrench                 Raisa
Flores       Nelly
Flores                Sandra Lee
Flores                David
Flores                Michaela
Flores                Roberto
Flores                Krystal
Fountain                James
Frech                Ashley
Frederick Williams Angela
Freeman                 Patricia
Fuentes                 Cynthia
Fugett                 Erick
Galarza                Jasmin
Gallardo                Adolfo
Gallegos                Nancy
Galloway                Tiffany
Garcia                Georgina
Garcia                Briana
Garcia                Claudia
Garcia                Julio
Garcia                Leticia
Garcia                Jessica
Garcia                Angela
Garcia                Hugo
Garcia                Ashley
Garcia                Caralynn
Garcia                Antonia
Garcia                Dennis
Gardea                Destiny
Garza                Randall
Garza                Aldo
Garza                Andrea
Garza                Barbara
Garza                Lisa
Garza                Kristen
Gayle                Nicola
Gborie                Dorinda
Gergen                Timothy
German                Steffany
Gilbert                 Joel
Giles                 Ja'lisa
Gingerich Jacklynn
Glanzman Susan
Gloria                 Joseph
Gomez                 Raul
Gomez                Tamra
Gonzales   Marissa
Gonzalez                Frank
Guajardo-Goldberg Annette
Guerra                George
Guerra                Laura
Gullett              Anntoinette

Gutierrez                 Eileen
Hamilton                Rene
Handy               Rebecca
Harkins                  Daniel
Harland                 Cheryl
Harrelson               Alba
Hebert                 Adam
Hernandez Yvonne
Hernandez Kristina
Hernandez-Kafka Eimmy
Hixson                 Elizabeth
Hobbs                 Amy
Hodgson                 Shawn
Horn              Alexandra
Hull                 Delilah
Humphreys Corina
Hunter Carroll Scevvis
Hyden                  Erin
Jacobo                 Linda
Jaime               Stephanie
Jamison                 Ashley
Jenkins                  Ivy
Johnson               Donnel
Johnson-Young Iris
Jones                 Jodie
Juarez                 Mayra
Kassis                 Julie
Kelly                 Nkem
Kimble                Tanisha
Kimmons   Ruth
King                Michael
Koen                Rebecca
Koenig                 Sonja
Korczynski Kylie
Lafitte                  Glenn
Lake                 Michelle
Latigo                 Antonia
Leal, Jr.                 Julio
Lecocke       Nicollette
Lee                 Lessie
Leland                 Christian
Lesesne               Christopher
Lewis                 Deborah
Lewis                  Michelle
Limon                  Alicia
Llamas      Maria
Llanos                 Veronica
Longo                  Yvette
Longoria                         Jaime  
Loper                  Tiffany
Lopez                 Areli
Lopez                 Gerald
Luckemeyer Teegan
Luna             Lilyanna-Mia
Macias                  David
Macias                  Joshua
Malvaez                  Edwin
Manuele                  Amy
Marinez                  Ana
Marroquin Mason
Marshall                  Dalisha

Marte                  David
Martin                  Ingrid
Martin                  Sarah
Martinez                Stephanie
Martinez                Angelica
Martinez                  Sergio
Martinez                  Steve
Martinez                  Sarah
Martinez                Estanislado
Martinez                  Amber
Martinez                Guadalupe
Martinez                   Ariel
Mathe                   Mark
Matthews                Kendrick
Maze                   Kara
McGinn                 Brittney
McKnight Whittley
Medina                 Amanda
Medlin                 Angela
Medrano-Lopez Zulma
Mendez                 Daniel
Mendoza                 Priscilla
Mendoza                Gregory
Menjares                Maricela
Merkle                  Robin
Merrill                 Carmen
Miah                 James
Middleton Carzell
Mills                Roxanne
Moga                 Mary
Momtselidze Mikhail
Mondik                  Mayra 
Monreal-Luna Martinez Sonia
Montgomery Vance
Montoya                 Tiana
Moore                 Jean
Moore               Shakisha
Morales                Manuel
Moran               Corrigan
Moreno              Alexander
Moreno               Gabriela
Moreno               Monique
Morris                  Tracy
Morrison                  Sarah
Moya                  Tricia
Mozell                  Nikia
Mrzywka                 Annette
Munoz                 Melissa
Nauert                 Karissa
Nevarez                Priscilla
New                 Austin
Nguyen              Ann Marie
Nicolosi                 Maria
Nilsen                Britney
Novak                  Kala
Nunez                Michelle
Obregon                 Laura

O'Campo                 Elsa
Ojeda                 Jillian
Okoroafor Chinna
Olagundoye Eniola
Ortiz                Amanda
Oslund                  Elena
Oyervides Michelle
Ozuna                 Marissa
Palacios               Stephanie
Parish                 Chelsea
Parker                 Meagan
Patel                  Amit
Patino                 Valerie
Patsko             Stacey
Patterson               Matthew
Pena             Dian
Pena                Suzette
Pena                Mac
Pennie               Charmaile
Perdomo                Catalina
Perez         Leila
Perez          Marivel
Phillips                  Malia
Piekarczyk Jonathan
Polasek                 Tiffany
Pond                 Sarah
Pool                 Kelly
Powell               Leatrice
Price               Quanda
Priego               Virginia
Pulsipher             Jacqueline
Punjani               Aleena
Quijada                Eric
Quinones                Brandi
Rabago                 Tina
Ramirez              Alejandro
Ramirez                  Cindy
Ramirez               Melanie
Ramon               Amalia
Ramos               Danielle
Ramos                Kortnie
Ramos                Juanita
Ramos-Bernal Linda
Rangel              Amanda
Raymond                 Jerry
Reyes             Damaris
Reynolds                 John
Reynolds             Carolyn
Ridley              Marisa
Roberts              Brandon
Robinson               Lishann
Rocha               Jennifer
Rodricks                Nicole
Rodriguez Alma
Rodriguez Jaime
Rodriguez Jacob
Rodriguez Mary
Rodriguez Laura
Rodriguez Kevin
Rodriguez Melissa
Rodriguez Jennifer
Romero                  Desiree
Roque                Cassandra
Rose                 Vanessa
Ruiz                 Ashley
Salas                 Miriam
Saldivar                  Brittany

Salinas                 Cecilia
Salinas                 Maritza
Samuels                Kay-Ann
Sanchez                  Edith
Sanchez                  Marisol
Sanchez        Christiana
Sanchez                 Ruby Ann
Santa Cruz Mark
Sauers                 Sherri
Schlund                  Erika
Schwarm-Benson Kathryn
Sias                  Jessica
Silva                Esmeralda
Simister                   Sarah
Simmons  Melissa
Simpson                 Barbara
Sinyard               Guadalupe
Smith                Margeau
Smith                Matthew
Smith                Tremeka
Solis                 Jennifer
Sosa                 Melissa
Soto                 Mayra
Stark                 Janet
Sterling                 Cierra
Sukolics       Rebecca
Tau                Stephanie
Tazelaar                 Courtney
Tejeda                 Karla
Teniente                 Gilbert
Thai                 Anthony
Thompson Marcus
Thornton                 Janet
Thornton                Victoria
Tolliver                Shambia
Tomlin                 Steven
Torne-Boyd Melva
Torres                 Juan
Torres                 Karim
Townley                Randall
Trejo               Danielle
Trevino                 Sandra
Trevino                Judy
Tucker                Vanessa
Turner                Penny
Valdez               Kathylee
Valdez Encinas Nicole
Vallejo                 Cruz
Van Der Aa Kelsey
Vargas                Karena
Vargas-Bustos Dora
Vasquez Escamilla Vivian
Vazquez       Luis
Vega                 Laura
Villanueva Emily
Villarreal                 Sofia
Villarreal                 Irma
Vinaja                 Leticia
Vincent                 Jessica
Vrana                 Shayla
Warden                 Laura
Watson                Carie
Weiss                 Elana
West                 Shaina
Whitaker   Kotia
Whitlock               Victoria
Williams    Siva

Williams               Anthony
Williams                 Susan
Williams      Cynthia
Wilson                 Stephanie
Wilson                   Aubrey
Wilson                    Katie
Wirtz                  Courtney
Wolf                  John
Wolfinger                Christina
Wood                   Donald
Wood                 Nadine
Wright                Candace
Wyatt               Shawntonyra
Ximenez                 Joseph
Zaragoza                Jessica
Zarrillo                Natalie
Zepeda               Jennifer

Congratulations 2016 Fall Graduates

OLLU Community Gathers For 
Annual Tree Lighting

On Tuesday, Nov. 29, the OLLU family 
gathered in the mall area for the annual 
blessing and lighting of the community 
Christmas tree. 

It is no surprise that this has become 
a tradition on campus. Since Our Lady 
of the Lake is a Catholic university, the 
Christmas season is a significant time for 
the Sisters of Divine Providence, the stu-
dents and staff as well. 

The event began with the students, staff 
and university ministry gathering around 
the tree. Quickly after a prayer was led by 
university chaplain, Father Kevin Sausz, 
CM. He spoke about remembering God 
during these hard times our world is going 
through. He also prayed for the people to 
remember that, “Christmas is about God 
and the gift that he gave to the world,” not 
just the physical presents under the tree 
at home. 

Sausz then walked around the tree 
blessing it with holy water. This was the 
queue for the Student Government Asso-
ciation president, Chris Robinson, to plug 
in and light the tree. The crowd responded 
with applause and holiday cheer. Students 
were filled with joy and excitement as 
they welcomed the Christmas season at 
OLLU. 

The crowd was given a performance by 
OLLU’s acapella choir, Lake Effect. The 
choir invited audience to sing traditional 
Christmas music and welcome the Christ-
mas spirit in song at OLLU.

Tuesday, Nov. 29, the OLLU family gathered in the 
mall area for the annual blessing and lighting of the 

Students participated in lighting the tree 
and spoke at the event.

By Denise Coronel
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Sights From OLLU Las Posadas and Candlelight captured by Campus Ministry & LakeFront Staff


